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ABSTRACT

Name : Siti Raudhatul Muna

Nim : 200203094

Faculty : Fakultas Tarbiyah dan Keguruan

Major : Department of English Language Education

Thesis Working title. * : Investigating Gender Differences in Language use: An

Analysis of Deadpool & Wolverine Movie
Supervisor : Rahmi Fhonna M. A

Keywords : Language, Gender, Men’s Language Features, Women’s
Language Features, Movie

The way a person communicates usingslanguage is influenced by various factors.
Gender is one of the factors that influence language. This study aims to find
language features used by men and women in Deadpool & Wolverine movie. This
study used gualitative descriptive approach with content analysis method to answer
the question. The data collected through documentation method with Deadpool and
Wolverine movie and the transeript.as a source of data. The language features
analysed by using theory of Coates (2013) and Lakoff (2004). As a result, four out
of six men’s language features were found inthe movie, namely question, command
& directives, swearing & taboo-language-and-compliment meanwhile minimal
response and theme were not found in the:movie. For women’s language features,
there are eight out of tenlanguage features were found-in-the movie, namely lexical
hedges or fillers, tag question, empty adjective, intensifiers, hypercorrect grammar,
polite form, avoid of strong swear words and emphatic stress, meanwhile precise
color term and rising intonation were not found in the movie. It can be concluded
that men and women exhibit distinct linguistic patterns in the movie, reflecting
gendered communication styles as theorized by Coates (2013) & Lakoff (2004) and
the relevance of gender-specific language features in shaping character interactions
and contributing to the narrative dynamics in movie.
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CHAPTER |

INTRODUCTION

A. Background of Study

Language plays a crucial role in'daily life as the primary tool humans use to
communicate and convey.information. Elizabeth (2018) asserts that language is one
of the most essential aspects that enables people to share their ideas, emotions, and
thoughts with others. Language is not merely a communication tool; it also shapes
the way individuals interact and express. their intentions more clearly and
effectively. In this context, language serves as a medium that enriches social
interactions, broadens perspectives, and helps individuals connect with the world

around them through various means of<communication that language facilitates.

According to Kridalaksana (2009), the function of language in social
interaction is very significant, because language provides a means for individuals
to express their thoughts, feelings, and ideas. Language functions as a connector of
culture and values, allowing the exchange of information and thoughts between
individuals from various backgrounds. Language not only acts as a means of
communication, but also as an important element in building relationships between
individuals and between cultures in society. Without language, intercultural
interaction would be difficult, and society might have difficulty understanding the

views or life experiences of others (Liddicoat, 2013).



Language functions as the main means of verbal communication that allows
humans to exchange information, ideas, and emotions. Through the use of language,
members of society not only interact with each other, but also form identities and
affirm their membership in the group. Thus, language plays an important role not
only as a means of communication, but also as a social and cultural marker that

connects individuals with their environment (Chaer, 2014).

Further research by Makoni & Pennycook (2007) supports this view,
showing that language plays an important role in maintaining and conveying social
and cultural identity. Language is not only used for communication, but also serves
to strengthen social bonds among members of a society, creating a sense of
togetherness and collective identity. Through the use of language, the values and

traditions of a group can be inherited and maintained by the next generation.

Suciati et. al. (2021) explained that the way a person communicates using
language s influenced by various factors. .These factors include geographic
location, which influences accent or way of speaking; age, which influences the
style of language used; social status, which can reflect the level of formality; and
gender, which is often related to differences in communication patterns. In addition,
things like cultural background, education level, and environment also influence

how a person communicates.

Gender is one of the factors that greatly influences language. Gender is not
only related to physical aspects, such as the body and appearance of men and
women, but gender refers more to socially and culturally constructed roles,

behaviors and identities that determine how individuals are expected to behave



based on their sex in a given context. This includes aspects such as how to dress,
speak, and interact with others, all of which are influenced by cultural norms that

apply in society (Connell, 2020).

Differences in the way men and women speak are more often influenced by
social and cultural contexts than biological factors. According to Muttagin &
Rosadi (2020), gender refers to the«differences between men and women that are
determined by social and cultural constructions, not just biological aspects. This
perspective highlights how roles, responsibilities, and behaviors are associated with
gender based on social norms that apply in society. These differences can be seen
in various social contexts, such as in the workplace or family, where men and

women often speak in different styles to conform to existing social expectations.

Gender representation in movie dialogue often reflects social expectations
and norms in society. Wood. (2021) shows that movie often depict men characters
as strong.and dominant, while. women-are depicted as gentle and empathetic. This

shows how language is used to reinforce or challenge existing social norms.

Language features, such-as-vocabulary,-.grammar, and text structure, must
be analyzed clearly and in detail .in.this.study.This includes an in-depth
understanding of how the word choices used by the characters can reflect their
identities, social roles, and gender relations in the narrative. In addition,
grammatical analysis will provide insight into how sentence structure, word forms,
and tense usage contribute to the depiction of men and women characters in the
movie. By analyzing the structure of the text, researcher can explore how dialogue

is constructed, whether through monologues, accelerated conversations, or



interactions between characters, and how this affects the audience's interpretation

of existing gender differences.

Many studies have tried to examine language and gender. One study on
language and gender is "The Analysis of Women's and Men's Language Features in
Disney Movies" By Sapitri et al. (2023). This study focuses on language features
used by main characters in several'Disney.Movies. The researcher used Lakoff
theory as a theory of language features used by women, while for men's language
features using the theory of Coates. This study uses a descriptive qualitative
method. The finding revealed that all men's language features are used by main
characters in selected Disney movies and only 8 out of 10 women's language

features were found.

The study of language and gender'was also done by Aisah and Fatmasari
(2020) entitled Sociolinguistic Analysis of Language Used by Male and Female
Characters'in "Jumanji Welcome to the Jungle" Movie by Jake-Kasdan. This
research uses descriptive qualitative asamethod and used theory from Wardhaugh.
The results show that there are 5 types of male fanguage (adverbs, pronouns "you",
expletives and' swear statement, imperative sentences and modulation. The
researcher found 9 types of female language (adverbs, color words, correctness of
grammar, tag questions, pronouns "We", diminutives, adjectives, expletives and
swear statement and modulation) in "Jumanji Welcome to the Jungle” Movie by

Jake Kasdan.

Another research by Nisa (2022) entitled Gender Differences Language

Features Found in Legally Blonde Movie: A Socialinguistic Analysis. This research



used Lakoff's theory for women's language features and Coates' theory for men's
language features. The type of method used is a combination of qualitative and
quantitative methods. The findings of this study indicate that there are 9 out of 10
women's language features used and there are 5 men's language features used in this

study.

In this study, the researcher.analyzed the language and gender contained in
the "Deadpool & Wolverine" Movie. This movie is the second highest-grossing
movie in 2024. Deadpool & Wolverine Movie itself is a.superhero movie that is
famous for its humor, telling the story of two superheroes from two different
timelines and trying to save the warld or their timeline from destruction..In this
study, the researcher focused on the analysis of the language features used by men
and women characters in the movie. The researcher highlighted the differences in
language used that reflect gender characteristics /in dialogue and interactions
between characters, both in.serious and humerous situations. Researcher used
Lakoff's theory to research women's language features, while for men's language

features researcher used Coates.theory.

B. Research Question

Based on the background, the foecus of this research is to answer the
question: What are the language features used by men and women in Deadpool &

Wolverine Movie?



C. Aim of Research

The aim of this research is to find the language features used by men and

women in Deadpool & Wolverine movie.

D. Significance of Study

The researcher hopes this research will be beneficial both theoretically and

practically.

1. Theoretically
This research aims are expected to increase the reader's knowledge
about language features used by men and women in movie.
2. Practically
The researcher hopes this research can help and advantageous for
other researchers who are interested in the same topic regarding language

features of men and women.
E. Terminology
1. Language

Chaer (2014) stated that language is a system of speech sound
symbols used tocommunication that allows humans to exchange
information, ideas, emotions, thoughts and feeling to other people.
Language plays a role not only as social and cultural identity that
connects individuals with their communities. The way a person
communicates using language is influenced by various factors, one of the

factors is gender.



Gender

Tupamahu (2020) said gender is a cultural concept used to
understand and differentiate roles, behaviors, thought patterns and
emotional characteristics between men and women. Gender not just a
biological attribute, but a social construct that affects almost every aspect
of life and plays an important role.in creating individual identity. Gender
is also influenced by social and cultural changes that occur over time, so
perceptions and expectations of gender can vary across societies and

generations.
Men’s Language Features

Men are often seen as strong, assertive and freer from binding
norms of politeness, especially in soctal/and cultural contexts that
emphasize masculinity. They are more likely to use clear language,
without much elaboration of statements, and do not feel bound by the
obligation to show the gentleness or empathy that is often expected of
women. Coates (2013) said-there-are-6-men language features. Minimal
response, guestions, command. & directive, swearing & taboo language,

compliment and theme.
Women’s Language Features

Women are often associated with higher norms of politeness,
which include expectations to speak and act in a gentle, considerate, and

harmonious manner in social interactions. In many cultures, they are



expected to be more considerate of others' feelings, show empathy, and
avoid behavior that could be perceived as rude or dominant. According
to Lakoff (2004) there are 10 women language feature, namely lexical
hedges, tag question, empty adjective, precise color term, rising
intonation on declarative, intensifiers, hypercorrect grammar, super

polite form, avoid of strong swear words and emphatic stress.
Movie

According to Tamburaka (2013), movie is a form of visual
communication that utilizes moving images and sound to convey a story
or information that can help people learn. The main function of movie is
not only as a medium of entertainment, but also as a learning tool that
can broaden horizons, provide ‘understanding, and convey educational
messages. In addition, movie also plays a role in introducing culture,
building empathy, and encouraging critical thinking through the themes

raised



CHAPTER I

LITERATURE REVIEW

A. Language and Gender

Tseng (2018) explain that language is a systematic tool designed to convey
ideas, emotions, or symbols that have been agreed upon and have understandable
meanings. As the primary means of communication,-language allows human to
interact, share information and build social relationship. Language also reflects the
cultural and social identity of a group and plays an important role in conveying

traditions, values and history between generations.

According to Isphording & Otten (2014) Language has two main meanings
that show the impartance of the role of language in human life. First, language is a
tool ‘used to form thoughts, feelings, desires and actions. Language is the main
medium that allows humans to express and understand. Second, language is a clear
reflection of individual and group-personality.in other words, Language is not only
mean of communication, but-also 'a''complex instrument for building human
relationships, preserving cultural heritage,’ creating individual and collective

identity.

One of the scientific aspects that influence language is gender. The feminine
and masculine roles formed by society are known as gender. This concept includes
how society defines traits and behaviours that are considered appropriate for each
sex. Gender does not only involve biological aspects, but also reflects social norms

and values that apply in a community (Holmes, 2013).



Language and gender have a very close relationship, and this also applies to
language style differences. On the other hand, in a kind of interaction in
communication women tend to use body language expression. An expression such
as a phrase refers to how a woman usually writes her body language, through
written language and text by using some characteristics of general communication

(Wright, 2015).

Tupamahu (2020) said that gender is a cultural cencept used to understand
and differentiate roles, behaviours, thought patterns, and emotional characteristics
between men and women. This concept not only determines how men and women
are expected to act, but also shapes society perception of the personality and values
inherent in each gender. In society, gender develops and is formed through social
interactions, norms, and traditions that determine different expectations and social
roles for men and women. This makes gender not just a biological attribute, but a
social construct that affects almost every aspect of life and plays an important role

in creating individual identity (Risman, 2018).

Lindawati & Shelo (2021) said many societies still position women as
having a lower social status than men, while men are often placed in a more
dominant or superior position. \Women are often associated with higher norms of
politeness, expected to speak and behave gently and attentively. In contrast, men
are often seen as strong, assertive figures and less bound by the same norms of

politeness (Alvi et al., 2023).

The different formation or pattern of men and women in the language is due

to the unequal status that is given by their society. Since their infants, men and

10



women babies have different treatments, so they learn to be different (Eckert &
McConnell-Ginet, 2013). Lakoff (2004) said that women have 10 language

features, on the other hand Coates (2013) said that men have 6 language features

B. Men’s Language Features

Coates (2013) revealed that the language features used by men are a
minimal response, commands~and directions;.swearing and taboo language,

compliments, themes, and questions.

1. Minimal Response

Minimal response is a short response form used in conversation.to indicate
that someone is listening or following the conversation, without giving a long or
detailed answer. Examples of minimal responses include words such as yes, yeah,
| see, or uh-huh. This feature is often.used in informal communication and serves
to keep the conversation flowing smoothly.
2. Questions

Question is interrogative forms in order to get answers from the audience.
According to Lakoff (2004) women ask more questions than men and this question
may be the signals of their-insecurity. Coates(2013)also-mentioned that women
use more questions than men and this may be due to their weakness in interactive
situations. Another function is in order to keep conversation going. In contexts
where women and men have equal status, men may ask questions more frequently.
3. Commands and Directives

According to Coates (2013) directives are actions in the form of commands

and requests to get someone to do something. Men tend to use more assertive forms

11



such as "give me" or "gimme," and "l want..." to define their status. This shows that
the language used by men is often more direct and focuses on control or influence.
4. Swearing and Taboo Language

Coates (2013) said swearing or taboo language is used more often by men
than women. Lakoff (2004) claims that women will utter oh dear, oh fudge,
goodness, and any other word rather than the strong swear words. While men prefer
to say shit, damn, or fueck. However, in practice, people who use taboo words are
categorized as breaking the rule and desirable to find the connetation of strength or
freedom. The reason why men tend to use taboo language more than women is
because the form is associated with masculinity, not femininity.
5. Compliments

Men and women differ significantly in their patterns of compliment giving,
as reflected in the types and contexts of, compliments they give. Women, for
example, are more likely to give compliments related to physical appearance or
aesthetic items, such as the phrase "What a.eute dress!" which is more often uttered
by women. This compliment tends, to place emphasis on the visual aspect or
outward appearance of a person, which is considered important in a female social
context. Meanwhile, men are more likely to use shorter and more direct forms of
compliments, such as "Great clothes!" which focus more on the ownership or
quality of the item or skill that a person possesses.
6. Theme

Coates (2013) in his book states that women tend to talk about people and

feelings. Meanwhile, men with their masculine nature prefer to discuss current

12



affairs, travel, sports, technology, or cars. Men are more likely to discuss these
themes as a way to build social connections and demonstrate their status or

knowledge in that context.

C. Women’s Language Features

Lakoff (2004) mentioned that women in the language have different
language features, namely lexical -hedges, precise colour terms, tag question, empty
adjective, rising intonation on declarative, intensifiers, hypercorrect grammar,
polite forms, avoid of strong swear words and emphatic stress. \Women establish

“Women Language” which characterize as weak and unassertive.
1. Lexical Hedges or Fillers

Women language often categorized as tentative, and this statement related
to women use more hedges than men (Coates, 2013). Hedge Is a mitigating word or
sound used to lessen the impact of an utterance.”A hedge is using by women to
avoid making a strong statement. Hedge also: shows the expressing lack of
confidence or uncertainty, “well” and “you see” are classified as meaningless
particles and defined to the similar category aspause fillers such as “uh”, “um”, and

“ah” (Rosanti & Jaelani; 2016).
2. Tag Question

Lakoff (2004) stated that tag questions are more often used by women
compared to men. Tag questions are a form of statement that is delivered politely,
where the goal is not to pressure the listener or convey an idea firmly. According

to Lakoff, women often use tag questions because they are considered to reflect

13



uncertainty or hesitation in speaking. By using tag questions, speakers can ask
something or convey an opinion without sounding too direct or confrontational.
This allows for smoother communication and maintains politeness, especially in

sensitive conversations or when the speaker wants to avoid tension (Leech, 2014).
3. Rising Intonation on Declaratives

According to Lakoff (2004), women. often use rising intonation in
declarative statements to express hesitation when providing information or
conveying opinions. Usually, they answer a question with a rising.intonation. This

may indicate that they feel doubtful and expect confirmation from others.
4. Empty Adjectives

Women are considered feminine by society because they tend to use
adjectives to express admiration. These empty adjectives usually do not function to
convey specific information, but rather to express feelings or emotions. In other
words, the use of these words focuses more onaffective meaning than on conveying
important information. This shows that women are often associated with emotional

expression in‘communication.
5. Precise Colour Terms

Women tend to mention more specific colours such as aguamarine, emerald,
ruby, lavender. While men are more likely to mention colours using more general
categories such as blue, green, red and purple. The use of this detailed colour

vocabulary is related to social expectations and interests, such as fashion and

14



design, where women are often encouraged to be more sensitive to colour

differences.
6. Intensifiers

Women use boosters or intensifiers more often than men. The use of
intensifiers, such as "just,” "very," "so,"” and "really," often reflects a lack of
confidence and an expression of-uncertainty, although this is not always the case.
Intensifiers also give the impression that women are more emotional or empathetic
in their communication, which is often considered a feminine trait. In this way,
women ensure that their feelings and intentions are conveyed more clearly,
especially in situations where they feel less heard or empowered. The use of
intensifiers also strengthens the meaning of their message, making it harder for the

listener to ignore it (Mills, 2022).
7. Hypercorrect Grammar

Women tend to use more standard grammatical forms and choose verbs in
the standard form. This is in contrast to men who often use less formal forms of
language. Women also prefer a more formal style of language, which may reflect
their politeness. For example, instead of saying “goin,"” they will use the standard

form "going," while men usually use a more casual form such as "goin."
8. Super Polite Form

Women tend to use more polite language than men when speaking. Through
this form of language, women can express feelings or opinions without hurting the

feelings of the other person. The super polite form is also often used by women to

15



suggest something or ask for help in a polite manner. Common examples of this
super polite include phrases such as "thank you," "please," "would you," and "could

you.
9. Avoidance Strong Swear Words

Women prefer to use euphemisms or softer words to replace harsh words
that are commonly used by men. Women often use words such as "oh dear,"
"goodness," or "oh fudge," compared to stronger words such as "shit" or "damn".
This reflects social norms that place greater emphasis on politeness and self-control
in women, who are often considered to be polite and refined in their. speech than

men.
10. Emphatic Stress

Women tend to use stronger wordstress to emphasize meaning or reinforce the
message being conveyed. For example, using waords such as "brilliant,” “amazing,”
or "fantastic™ with strong emphasis.. This emphasis is intended to grab the listener's

attention and give more weight to what is being said.

D. Movie

Film, often called “movie," according to Tamburaka (2013) is a form of
visual communication that uses moving pictures and sound to tell a story or provide
information that can help people learn. All over the world, movies are watched as
a means of entertainment and enjoyment. The process of making a movie begins
with the writing of a script by a screenwriter. This script contains a storyline,

complete with dialogue to be spoken by the actors. Actors and directors read the

16



script to understand the dialogue and actions that must be done in the movie. The
actors then memorize the dialogue in the script and learn the movements that must

be done according to the directions in the script.

According to Wibowo (2012) movie or film is a tool to convey various
messages to the general public through the media of stories, and can also be
interpreted as a medium of artistic.expression for artists and filmmakers to express
their ideas and story ideas. Film or movie is an image collected in a frame, with a
projector lens.that is\projected and makes the screen make the image come alive.
A film can provide its own appeal because the film also moves. quickly and

alternates (Arsyad, 2019).

Kristanto (2014). explain film or movie plays an important role in
encouraging the development of “a nation's “culture and supporting national
development efforts. As a.medium-of art and communication, film is able to
introducecultural values, promote traditional heritage, and strengthen national
identity. In addition, through the themes raised, film can provide inspiration,
increase social awareness, and motivate society to be actively involved in

development.

Bordwell and Thompson (2023) said movies or film can be categorized into

several main genres:

1. Action. This genre features action-packed scenes such as fights, chases,
explosions, and various other thrilling moments. focuses on heroes facing conflict

or strong enemies, with a fast and intense storyline

17



2. Adventure. Adventure films usually tell the story of a challenging journey or
quest in an exotic location. This genre often presents elements of exploration and

danger, with the main character trying to achieve a big goal.

3. Comedy. The comedy genre aims to entertain the audience through humor, funny
dialogue, and silly situations. focuses on unique character development and a light

storyline that provokes laughter.

4. Drama. Drama is @ genre that emphasizes emotional conflict, deep character
development; and realistic stories. This genre often raises themes of human life,

such as family, love, or life struggles.

5. Horror. The horror genre is designed to scare the audience with supernatural
elements, scary creatures, or tense situations. This film usually creates a dark

atmaosphere and creates a sense of fear or anxiety.

6. Musical. The musical genre features a story that combines song and dance as a
central element. Music is used to cenvey emotion, develop characters, or enhance

the plot.

7. Science Fiction. This genre focuses on:scientific themes, futuristic technology,
outer space, or life in the future. Science fiction films often explore humanity's

relationship with technological innovation and its impact on society.

8. Western. This genre is usually set in the 19th century American West, featuring
cowboy life, gunfights, and frontier conflicts. Westerns often depict themes of

morality, justice, and struggle.

18



9. Documentary. The documentary genre aims to record, present, and explain real
facts or events. These films are often made to educate, investigate, or provide new

insights to the audience.

10. Mystery. The mystery genre focuses on stories that involve puzzles or
investigations, usually about crimes or events that are difficult to explain. The

audience is invited to follow clues.until they.find the solution.

These genres often overlap, leading to the creation of subgenres or hybrid
genres, as many movies blend elements from various genres to created more

intricate stories.

E. Deadpool & Wolverine Movie

Deadpool & \Walverine is an American superhero mavie that combines two
iconic characters from Marvel Comics, Deadpool and \Wolverine. The movie is
directed by Shawn Levy and stars Ryan Reynolds as-Deadpool and Hugh Jackman
reprising his role as Wolverine. As part of the Marvel Cinematic Universe (MCU),
the movie'is a sequel to Deadpool (2016) and, Deadpool 2 (2018). With a duration
of 128 minutes and a production budget of $200 million, Deadpool & Wolverine
was officially released in Indonesia on July 24, 2024. The movie marks the
integration of the characters Deadpool and Wolverine into the MCU, utilizing the
multiverse concept to bring back Wolverine after his death in Logan (2017).
Carrying the action, adventure, comedy, and science fiction genres, the movie
presents a unique combination of Deadpool's signature humor and Wolverine's

intense action, providing a fresh feel to the Marvel franchise. Deadpool &
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Wolverine received positive reviews from critics and audiences, with praise for the
humor, action, and dynamics between the two main characters. The movie grossed

over $1.3 billion worldwide, making it the highest-grossing R-rated film of all time.

After Wolverine's death in Logan (2017), Wade Wilson (Deadpool) lives a
quieter life. However, everything changes when agents of the Time Variance
Authority (TVA) come to him, aceusing him.of disrupting the sacred timeline by
crossing dimensions. Deadpool is offered by Paradox to travel to the sacred timeline
in exchange for the destruction of Deadpool's original timeline due to the loss of his
anchor being, Wolverine. Deadpool refuses the offer because he will lose the people
he cares about and eventually Deadpool seeks out Wopperine from another
Tilmeline to replace Wolverine who died in his timeline. On his journey with
Wolverine, Deadpool encounters Cassandra Nova, an evil telepath who has plans
to destroy the multiverse by mastering uncontrollable psionic powers. Nova
manipulatesmultiple realities to create a world where mutants hold absolute power,
sacrificing the balance of the universe. Deadpool and Wolverine must face
cassandra, who uses mind manipulation-and-an-army of followers to hinder them.
During their journey, Deadpool continuesto use his trademark humor to deal with
serious situations, while"Wolverine brutally confronts physical threats. In an epic
battle across multiple dimensions, Deadpool and Wolverine eventually defeat

Cassandra Nova.

Characters:
e Ryan Reynold as Wade Wilson/Deadpool/Nicepool

e Hugh Jackman as Logan/Wolverine
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Emma Corrin as Cassandra Nova
Morena Boccarin as Vanessa

Leslie Uggams as Blind Al

Matthew Macfayden as Mr. Paradox

Dafne Keen as Laura

Wesley Snipes as Blade

Jennifer Garne

]
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CHAPTER 11

METHODOLOGY

A Research Design

This study used descriptive qualitative method to analyze the data in this
study. Creswell (2024) describes qualitative research as a method for examining
how human problems are.described in terms of their.deeper meaning. The aim of
qualitative research is to depict the intricate structure of the subject under study in
great details According to Moleong (2018), qualitative methods involve research
procedures that analyze written texts, including books, newspaper or magazine
articles, advertisements, speeches, official documents, films or videotapes, song
lyrics, photographs, clothing and works of art. Qualitative research is research
conducted to understand the phenomenaexperienced by the subject in their entirety
by using descriptive methods:in the form of words or language in a natural context
and utilizing natural methods. Based on the explanation above, the researcher uses
descriptive qualitative research-in conducting this research because it is suitable for

this type of research.

B. Source of The Data

The data sources in this study was the transcript of the Deadpool &
Wolverine movie and the movie itself. The used of transcript as analytical material
allows researcher to conduct an in-depth study of the language features used by the

men and women characters in it. The movie also provided visual and emotional
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contexts that help enrich the analysis, such as intonation, expression, and

conversational situations.

C. Techniques of Collecting Data

In collecting data in this study is documentation method which involves the
collection, analysis and interpretation-of documented data such as movies and
transcript used in this study«(Miles et.al, 2019). The researcher followed several
steps to analyze the data. First, the researcher downloaded the movie and also the
transcript of the Deadpool & Wolverine movie, then watched the movie to observe
and analyze the language used by the men and women characters while paying
attention to the transcript. Additional techniques include taking detailed notes on
transcript, transcribing key conversations, and categorizing language features based
on gender-specific patterns.  Furthermore, specific scenes and interactions will be

replayed as needed to ensure.accuracy.

D. Techniques of Data Analysis

The data analysis technigue usedinthis'study was content analysis. Content
analysis is the process of systematically searching and compiling data obtained
from field notes and documentation, by organizing data into categories, describing
them into units, synthesizing, arranging them into patterns, choosing what is
important and what will be studied, and making conclusions so that they are easily

understood by oneself and others (Sugiyono, 2013).

In this study, the steps taken include several systematic stages to ensure data

accuracy. First, the researcher categorized the language characteristics used by men
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and women characters separately based on the theory used. After that, the researcher
watched the Deadpool & Wolverine movie while paying close attention to the
dialogue transcript that display the language characteristics of each character. Every
time a particular language characteristic is found used by a men or women
characters, the researcher noted it in detail, including noting the time the dialogue
occurs to facilitate further analysis. After the first viewing process is complete, the
movie is re-watched several times to ensure that no language characteristics are
missed. At this.stage, the researcher also reviews the notes-that have been made,
verifies them, and ensures the accuracy of the notes. This process.is carried out
carefully so that each language characteristic contained in the interaction between

characters can be analysed.
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CHAPTER IV

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

A. Results

This chapter presents the results of research findings and discussions on
language features used by men and women. These findings are obtained from the
analysis of dialogue in the-Deadpool and Wolverine movie, with a focus on
identifying and comparing the use of language features based on the theory of
women's language features proposed by Lakoff (2004) and men's language features
by Coates (2013). The discussion in this chapter includes a detailed explanation of
each language feature found, as well as its relevance in answering the research
questions.

This chapter will'also describe.the findings from the dialogue of men and
women characters, with.a focus on identifying and‘analyzing the language features
used by each gender. These findings are then‘compared to understand patterns of
language use that may reflect gender differences according to the theory used. This
analysis will'explain how these-language-features-reflect gender stereotypes, both

reinforced and challenged, through characterization in the movie.
1. Men's Language Features

Language used by men often reflects different communication patterns from
women, as described by Coates (2013). In his theory, Coates explains that men
tend to use language to assert status, demonstrate power, and build solidarity within

a group. Their communication patterns are often competitive, direct, and result-
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oriented. There are four out of six men’s language features were found in this
movie, namely Directive question, command, swearing and compliment,

meanwhile minimal response and theme were not found in the movie.

Table 4.1
Men’s Language Features

No Language Men Women
Features
1 | Directive You got nothing to say, | How about you? You seeing
Question mouth? anyone?

2 | Command Don't just stand there, | But if these two made it out
you ape, gimme a hand | of there alive, maybe
up together, we could get back

in and take her down

3 | Swearing/Taboo | The fuck was that? God, good to get out of that

language head

4 | Compliment That’s great | love your hair system,

Wade

a. Directive Questions

Wolverine: | wish | could say you'll die alone,but it's one of God's best jokes that
you can't die, except that's on all of us. You got nothing to say, mouth?

In the dialogue above Wolverine uses a direct question, "You got something
to say, mouth?" in'the context of being angry at Deadpool because he feels like he’s
been lied to by deadpool. This question reflects a man's communication style that
is assertive, confrontational, and authoritative. There is no attempt to soften or
lower the emotional intensity, because the goal is to assert dominance and resolve

the conflict.

Vanessa: How about you? You seeing anyone?
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Vanessa in the dialogue "How about you? You seeing anyone?" shows a
more empathetic and supportive approach. In the context of a casual conversation
with Wade, Vanessa's questions are used to maintain the balance of the conversation
and build rapport. The tone used is friendly and polite, with mitigation such as
"How about you?" to soften the direction of the conversation. This communication
style reflects a woman pattern that is. more oriented towards interpersonal

relationships and emotional connectedness.
b. Commands
Deadpool: Don't just stand there, you ape, gimme a hand up

Deadpool uses a very direct and unmitigated command style. He commands
bluntly with the phrase "Don't just stand there" followed by "gimme a hand.” In
addition, Deadpool uses the derogatory term ™you:/ape't which reinforces his
aggressive and sarcastic humor. These commands reflect male communication
patterns that tend to be to the point and focus en‘immediate action. Elektra conveys
commands indirectly by using phrases such as "maybe together we could get back

in and take her down." Rather than direct commands,

Elektra: But if these two made it out of there alive, maybe together, we could get
back in and take her down.

Elektra uses more subtle forms of invitation ("maybe"” and "together") to
engage the other party in a joint action. This style reflects women communication
patterns that tend to be cooperative, maintain interpersonal relationships, and avoid
confrontational tones. Elektra softens her commands to sound more inclusive and

persuasive
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c. Swearing

Nicepool: | can gently tap the fourth wall too. The proposal.
Deadpool: The fuck was that?

Deadpool says "The fuck was that?" as a spontaneous response to Nicepool's
statement because he is uncomfortable with the way Nicepool conveys the idea of
"gently tapping the fourth wall." Typically;.Deadpool often breaks the fourth wall
in a crude and sarcastic'manner, often with puns or more vulgar humor. In this case,
Nicepool's more subtle and serious way of “tapping" the fourth. wall feels out of
place with Deadpool's wilder, more unfiltered style. Deadpool, who is used to
poking fun at and subverting norms in a provacative way, finds Nicepool's
statement too mild and strange. By using "The fuck was that?", Deadpool shows his

distaste and bewilderment at Nicepool's different approach than he is used to.

Deadpool uses the werd "fuck®, which is a harsh and intense swear word, to
express his annoyance and displeasure at Nicepool's statement. The swear word is
used in'a confrontational, direct, and-non-mitigative tone, reflecting the men
communication style which tendstobe more assertive and aggressive in expressing
emotions. The swearing in Deadpool's dialogue serves to emphasize his surprise
while also explicitly criticizing.

Cassandra: God, good to get out of that head. What a mess.

In contrast, Cassandra uses the word "God", which can also be considered a
mild form of swearing, to show relief and slight dissatisfaction after using her
powers on Paradox's head. Cassandra's swearing is more subtle, expressive, and not

intended to be directly confrontational. This reflects the communication patterns of
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women who are more likely to use low-intensity swear words to express emotions

without aggression.

d. Compliment

Wade: - How's work?

Vanessa: Oh, | got a promaotion.

Wade: No way.

Vanessa: Yeah. It's mind-numbing middle management, but I'm happy.
Wade: That's great

Compliment in"this movie is used to show support or empathy between
characters. An example is when Wade gives VVanessa a simple compliment, "That's
great," which shows appreciation for Vanessa's happiness. This feature reflects the
emotional and caring side of masculine characters that are rarely seen. Compliments
often appear in the context of romantic. relationships, such as between Wade and
Vanessa, to create warmer.and deeper moments. This shows that masculine
characters are also able to give appreciation” without losing their dominant

characteristics.
Yukio: I love'your hair system, Wade.

In contrast, Yukio, as a woman, compliments Wade with the phrase “I love
your hair system, Wade.” reflecting women’s attention to small, personal aspects.
By using the phrase “I love,” Yukio shows a stronger emotional involvement,
making her compliment feel warm and personal. Her focus on Wade’s appearance
also reflects women’s tendency to use compliments as a way to build interpersonal

relationships. These differences reflect gender theory in communication, where
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men are more likely to give simple, to-the-point compliments, while women are

more expressive and oriented toward emotional connection.
2. Women's Language Features

There are eight out of ten women’s language features were found the movie,
namely lexical hedge/fillers, tag question, empty adjective, intensifiers,
hypercorrect grammar, polite form, avoid strong.swear words and emphatic stress.
Precise colour term and rising intonation were not found in the movie.

Table 4.2

Women'’s Language Features

No Language Waomen Men
Features
1 | Lexical You know, you can | But, the Avengers don't
Hedges/Fillers answer™ the™ question'| do/the job because they
without.swearing need it. They do the job
because people need
them.
2 | Tag Question That's not all 'you did, Is | If you know where we
it? are, start talking.

3 | Empty Adjective | Nice, fake o'clock shadow | - Why do you want to be
an Avenger?

- Look around you, |
mean, they're the best of
the best.

4 | Intensifiers You’re so lost Mr. Wilson | Look, man, you didn't
ask for any of this.

5 | Hypercorrect The thing is, | could get | Get my country's name
Grammar you home out of your fucking
mouth. and my sword.
Gimme that.
6 | Polite Form Thank you so much for | Did you stick the
your help, darling landing, little guy?
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7 | Avoid Strong | God, good to get out of | -Cassandra melted a
Swear Words that head helmet.
- Fuck!
8 | Emphatic Stress | have a good feeling | Don't listen to him. He's
about this a fucking liar.

a. Lexical Hedges/Fillers
Tammy: You know, you can-answer the questionwithout swearing

The use _of lexical hedges or fillers such as "you know", in this dialogue
aims to reduce the assertiveness of the speech, making it sound friendlier and less
offensive to the person being spoken to. The example sentence "You know, you can
answer the question without swearing" shows how the woman character tries to
reprimand someone in a subtle and less confrontational way. By inserting "you
know," the character gives the personsheis speaking to space to reflect on her own

words, rather than forcing.an opinion directly.

Happy: But, the Avengers don't do the job because they need it. They do the job
because people need them.

The man in this example does-not-use-any-hedge at all. Happy conveys his
point in a clear, firm.and. direct. manner.. Fhis style suggest that men tend to avoid
language features tat could weaken a statement or give the impression of
uncertainty.

b. Tag Questions

Wolverine: | walked away. They called after me and | walked away. | always do.
Cassandra: That's not all you did, is it? You found them, the X-Men.

Wolverine: Dead.

Cassandra: What did you do?
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Wolverine: | started killing and I couldn't stop.

Cassandra uses a tag question with the sentence "That's not all what you did,
Is it?" in the context of discussing Wolverine's past after entering his mind. This tag
question is used to soften the question while also provoking Wolverine to reveal
more information about his actions. Cassandra shows a typical women
communication pattern, namely using indirect questions to maintain interpersonal
relationships and provide space for the interlocutor to explain. The use of this tag
question not only adds a nuance of empathy, but also reflects an.attempt to open a

discussion without direct confrontation.

Wolverine: If you know where we are, start talking.

In contrast, Wolverine, in the context of asking Joni to explain their location,
uses the sentence "If you know wherewe.are, start talking.”* Although the form has
elements of a question, Wolverine prefers a direct and.commanding style, without
using a tag question. This reflects.the communication pattern of men who tend to
be more ‘assertive, oriented towards problem solving, and pay less attention to
mitigation in conversation. Wolverine does not feel the need to reduce the intensity

of his request, because his main goal is to get information quickly.

c. Empty Adjectives

Negasonic: Nice, fake o'clock shadow
The sentence "Nice, fake o'clock shadow.” contains the adjective "nice"
which is included in the empty adjective category. Empty adjectives are adjectives

that are used to give an assessment or describe something in a general and non-
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specific way, such as "nice", "lovely", "pretty”, or "cute". These words provide a
subjective assessment and do not explain in detail or depth about the object in

question. In this case, the word "nice" is used to state that the "fake o'clock shadow™

The use of the word "nice" seems lighter and not deep because it does not
provide a clear description of the quality or characteristics of the shadow of the
face. By comparison, if someone were to say.“I love how unique and detailed your
fake o'clock shadow leoks,” that judgment would be more specific and would not
fall into the empty adjective category, because it providessmore information about

why the shadow is liked.

Happy: Why do you want to be an Avenger?
Wade: Look around you, | mean, they're the best of the best.

Wade uses the word "best" as an empty adjective to convey his admiration
for the Avengers, without going into«detail about why they are considered "the
best." The phrase “best of the best™ is a hyperbole that immediately conveys the
intensity of his emotions toward the group..This use of the word reflects a male
communication pattern that tends to be to the point and does not provide additional
details when the topic is considered to be understood by everyone. In this context,
Wade relies on the common understanding that the Avengers are highly respected

heroes, so he does not feel the need to provide further explanation.
d. Intensifiers
Cassandra: You’re so lost, Mr. Wilson

The sentence "You're so lost, Mr. Wilson." uses the intensifier "so" to

emphasize the feeling or emotion that the women character is trying to convey in
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the dialogue. Intensifiers are words or phrases that are used to strengthen the
meaning of another word, especially an adjective or adverb, to add a level of
strength, emphasis, or depth of emotion that the speaker is feeling. In this example,
the use of "so" serves to put more emphasis on the word "lost,” which refers to the
confusion or bewilderment of Wade Wilson, the character being spoken to. "So"
reinforces the impression that Wade Wilson is not just a little confused or
disoriented, but is truly.confused or disoriented, which.gives the sentence a more

dramatic feel.

Deadpool: Look, man, you didn't ask for any of this.

Deadpool does not use intensifiers like so, very or really in his speech to
Wolverine it drags him into Deadpool’s trouble. However, empathy is still
conveyed through his direct tone and use phrase like “look man” which reflect his
concern and guilt. This pattern reflects the stereotypes of men as communicators
who are to the point and focus on the substance of the message, showing empathy
without being too emotional in their words

e. Hypercorrect Grammar
Cassandra: The thing is, | could get you home

The sentence contains examples of hypercorrect grammar, which refers to
the use of more formal or careful grammar than is required in everyday
conversation. In this sentence, the use of the phrase "the thing is" suggests that the
speaker is beginning the explanation in a more structured and careful manner, which

is more often found in formal conversational contexts. In addition, the use of the
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word "could™ in "I could get you home" shows a more polite and careful choice of

language compared to using a more direct form such as "I can get you home".

Deadpool: Get my country's name out of your fucking mouth and my sword. Gimme
that.

In contrast, the man in this sentence tends to ignore formal grammar. The
sentence uses informal language, such, as "gimme™ (short for give me) and is
structurally incomplete (for-example, not using a-subject at the beginning). This
style of language reflects the tendency of men to be more relaxed, less concerned

with formal.grammar, and focused on getting the message across directly.
f. Polite Forms
Cassandra: Thank you so much for your help, darling.

Cassandra uses a polite expression with the phrase "Thank you so much for
your help.” In addition to thanking, Cassandra also adds “*darling," which Is a term
of affectionthat softens and warms the tone of speeeh. This language choice reflects
the tendency for women to. use polite and affectionate forms maore often in
conversation, even in complicated situations-such as thanking someone who
previously tried to Kill her.

Deadpool: Did you stick the landing, little guy?

Deadpool uses a style of language that tends to be impolite or sarcastic, even
in the form of a question. The term "little guy” has a mocking tone, which is
contrary to the actual polite form. This sentence reflects a men communication
pattern that is more likely to use humor, sarcasm, or teasing to interact, especially

in the context of competition or dominance. Deadpool does not use polite forms,
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because the purpose of his communication is not to build relationships, but rather

to tease and assert his superiority.
g. Avoidance of Swearing

Cassandra: God, good to get out of that head.

Cassandra uses the word "God™as a mild swear word to express relief or
discomfort after getting out.of someone's head with her power. Although considered
a form of swearing, it is a relatively mild and commonly used word in everyday
contexts without overly vulgar connotations. This language feature reflects the
tendency of women to avoid using strong swear words, replacing them with milder
or socially acceptable terms. This is consistent with women's communication

patterns of keeping the tone of conversation from being too offensive.

Deadpool: Now, | know Magneto's«dead, but | venture a.guess that his helmet is
lying around here somewhere.

Blade: Cassandra melted his helmet.

Deadpool: Fuck!

Blade: After did she killed him.

Deadpool: Fuck!

Deadpool directly usesthe wordfuck™in-response to Blade's remarks about
Cassandra. This word-is-one of the-mosi-vulgar strong swear words in the English
language, often used by men to express intense emotions, such as anger, surprise,
or frustration. Deadpool makes no attempt to tone down his expression, reflecting
a more liberal male communication pattern of using strong words to convey

emotions forcefully and directly.
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h. Emphatic Stress
Cassandra: | have a good feeling about this

The use of emphatic stress in the sentence "I have a good feeling about this"
contains a more complex meaning and can reflect Cassandra’'s dominant and
leadership side. If Cassandra says, "l have a good feeling about this,” and
emphasizes the word "good feeling," then this.can indicate that she feels very sure
and confident about the situation at hand. This emphasis shows that she feels her

feelings are right, that her plan will work, and that this situation will benefit her.

Wolverine: Don't listen to him, he's a fucking liar.

Wolverine uses emphatic stress on the word "fucking™ to emphasize the
intensity of his emotions when warning others about Deadpool. This stress gives
the impression of being strong, direct; and aggressive, reflecting the communication
pattern.of men who tend to.use intense and assertive language to convey warnings
or disagreements. The use of harsh words‘as part of emphatic stress also shows

men's preference for emphatic strength in conversation.

B. Discussion

Based on the gender language features proposed by Coates (2013) and
Lakoff, this analysis identifies important differences in the linguistic strategies used
by men and women characters. This study shows how these language features not
only reflect gendered communication styles but also contribute to gender

characterization and dynamics in the movie.
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Language stereotypes often reflect gender stereotypes that are common in
society. In this study, the use of language features by men and women, such as
swearing, tag questions, empty adjectives, and so on, shows how their
communication patterns are often associated with internalized gender roles and
expectations. Based on the analysis of data taken from character dialogues in the
Deadpool & Wolverine movie, it was found that the use of language by men and
women reflects certain.stereotypes, as explained by Rebin Lakoff's (2004) theory

of language features.

Lakoff(2004) argues that women tend to use more refined, cooperative, and
polite language, which reflects their gender role in society as beings who maintain
social harmony. Examples from this study, such as Cassandra using "Thank you so
much for your help, darling” in a situation that remains polite even though she has
power, show that women are more likely to avoid direct confrontation and choose
a more diploematic form of communication. In‘contrast, men according to Coates
(2013) tend to use more direct; aggressive, or even rude language to assert their
dominance or power, as seen in-Deadpool's-statement, "Don't just stand there, you
ape, gimme a hand,” which not only showssuperiority but also displays the

stereotype of men as assertive and practical individuals.

There are several language features that do not appear in the movie, for
example, men characters in the movie are less likely to use minimal responses such
as "yeah" or "okay," which Coates said are typical of men communication. This is
because characters like Deadpool and Wolverine are designed to be dominant,

expressive, and humorous, so their dialogue tends to be long and full of emotion.
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Thus, Coates' theory is less relevant in contexts where language features are

designed to support story dynamics rather than reflect real communication patterns.

Differences in swearing also show a correlation with gender stereotypes.
Women, like Cassandra, use mild swear words like "God" that remain within
acceptable social limits, while men like Deadpool use the harsh word "fuck™ to
express more intense emotions. Thisis in line with the stereotype that women tend
to maintain politeness«in speaking, while men are freer to express their emotions

explicitly.

On the other hand, men in this movie are not always depicted with only
verbal dominance. The use of compliments in dialogue shows empathy and
concern. This shows that gender representation in movie is not entirely tied to
traditional norms, but is'more flexible and'complex (Ehrlich, 2019).

The differences.in the results-of this analysis canalso be explained through
the broader social and cultural.context. This movie reflects modern values, where
gender is no longer tied to traditional norms.. \WWomen are no longer required to
speak politely, while men can also show empathy without losing their masculine
character. This shows that popular media such as movie contribute to the
normalization of more equal and inclusive gender representations.

There are some language features that do not appear, but that does not mean
theory of Coates (2013) and Lakoff (2004) irrelevant, but rather shows that context
plays an important role in determining communication patterns. In movie, dialogue

is designed to support the story and reflect characterization, so it is not entirely
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comparable to everyday social interactions. However, this theory is still useful for

identifying language patterns that reflect or challenge gender norms.

This discussion highlights how gendered language features in the Deadpool
and Wolverine movie only reflect gender theory. The differences between theory

and the results of the analysis show the importance of considering factors such as

genre, characterization, and socia 1.other words, although Coates (2013)

and Lakoff’s (2004) th framework, its use must

e comprehensive
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CHAPTER V

CONCLUSION

This study aims to analyze the differences in language features used by men
and women in the Deadpool and Wolverine movie by referring to the theories of
gender language features proposed by Lakoff (2004) and Coates (2013). The results
of the analysis show that.men characters in this movie used four out of six language
features identified.by Coates, namely directive questions, commands, swearing and
compliments. Minimal responses and theme not appearing in their.conversations.
Meanwhile, women characters used eight out of ten language features according to
Lakoff, namely lexical hedges, tag question, empty adjectives, intensifiers,
hypercorrect grammar, avoid of strong swear words, polite forms, and emphatic
stress. Meanwhile, features such as precise colour terms and rising intonation were

not found in the conversations of women characters.

From the results of the study; it canloe seen that men characters in the movie
tend to use more direct, dominant, and challenging language. This is in line with
Coates' theory which states, that men more often use language to assert power,
competition, and solidarity in groups. The use of swearing, commands, and
directive questions depicts men characters who are more aggressive and confident
in their communication. In contrast, women characters tend to use more refined
language and consider social norms, such as in the use of lexical hedges, polite

forms, intensifiers and other language features. This shows that although women in
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this movie have strong and independent roles, they still tend to prioritize politeness

and caution in the way they speak, which may reflect gender stereotypes in society.

The use of different languages between men and women in the Deadpool
and Wolverine movie not only reflects differences in how they communicate, but
also reinforces or challenges existing gender stereotypes. In this context, movie
can serve as a tool to depict or even.critique traditional gender roles in society. This
study also contributesto enriching the study of gender language by looking at the
influence of action and comedy movie genres on character formation and language

use.

In conclusion, language stereotypes are indeed closely related to gender
stereotypes in society, but their use does not always strictly follow this pattern.
Social context, power relations, and' communication goals play an important role in
determining the language patterns used by men and.women. This shows that gender
stereotypes in language are dynamic and depend.on certain situations, as depicted

in the character dialogues in the movie.

Although this study provides valuable-insights into differences in language
use based on gender, there are several limitations.that need to be considered. First,
in Deadpool and Wolverine movie men’s character were more numerous than
women’s character, which may not be representative enough to describe language

differences between men and women in other movie genres.

For further research, it is recommended that the analysis be conducted on

other movies with more diverse men and women characters, both in genre and
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cultural background. Research involving more movie from various genres can
provide a more comprehensive picture of gender language differences in media. In
addition, research can also explore how the social and cultural contexts in the movie
affect the characters' language choices, as well as how these characters may show

changes in the way they speak as the story progresses.

Overall, this study shows that the differences in language used by men and
women in the Deadpool and Wolverine movie reflect traditional gender roles. These
findings enrich our understanding of how movie as a medium can create and
communicate gender stereotypes through the use of language. Although men
characters are more dominant in using language that asserts power and confidence,
women characters also show strength in the way they speak that is more subtle but
full of emotional pressure. This study concludes that language, in the context of

movie, is a very powerful tool in shaping and challenging existing social norms.
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