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ABSTRACT 

 
Name    : Fadhri Izzatul Awway 
Student identity : 190203084 
Faculty   : Tarbiyah and Teacher Training 
Major    : English Language Education 
Thesis Title   : Analyzing the Sustainability Issues in English Textbooks  
     for Junior High School 
Main Supervisor  : Prof. Jarjani Usman, S.Ag, S.S, M.Sc., Ph.D 
Co-Supervisor  : Rita Hermida, M.Pd 
Keywords  : Sustainability Development Goals, Teacher Perception 
   Contents Analysis, English Learning, Textbook 
 
The Sustainable Development Goals are agenda to achieve sustainable development 
globally that should be integrated into English Curriculum. The research aimed to at 
analyzing the integration of these agenda into the English textbooks used at Islamic 
secondary school in Aceh Besar, and explaned how the teacher perception, implementation 
in their teaching process. This research used a qualitative method by analyzing the English 
Books and interviewing an English teacher. The results of this research showed that there 
are several issues in English textbooks perceived by English teacher, namely; The 
application of sustainable development focuses on several SDGs in this book, namely; 
Decent work and Economic growth (SDG 8), Good health and Well-being (SDG 3), Gender 
Equality (SDG 5), Life on Land (SDG 15), Responsible Consumption and Production 
(SDG 12), and Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions (SDG 16). Other findings contained 
in the grade 2 English book found by the researcher in the process of analysing it namely; 
Gender Equality, Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions, Responsible Consumption and 
production, Affordable and Clean Energy, No poverty, Zero hunger, Sustainable Cities, 
Clean Water and Sanitation, and Partnerships for The Goals. Teachers' perceptions of the 
Sustainability Development Goals were initially very difficult for them to teach or 
implement the SDGs to students and even in their environment. Teachers implement the 
SDGs where learners are encouraged and directed towards targets to be achieved in 
ensuring quality education that is inclusive and equitable, and supports lifelong learning 
opportunities for all. From the research results, it can also be concluded that some of the 
SDGs Issues have been integrated in the English textbooks for secondary school in 
Indonesia. However, the way the teacher perceive at implementation are not different from 
the teaching of other contents. 
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CHAPTER I  

INTRODUCTION 

A. Background of Study 

 In language teaching and learning process, textbook plays an important role 

for transferring the learning content to students and support teachers in teaching. In 

English classroom, an English textbook has an essential role for both teacher and 

students, as a curriculum product, a textbook provides students with language skills, 

necessary knowledge, and information about English. Later on, these are steps 

which prepare them to interact with English natives.  

 Hutchinson (1994) said that textbooks are essential instruments for language 

teaching and learning. Ur (1996) supported the statement by saying that the 

textbook provides clear instruction. As we know, the textbook summarizes the 

subject matter to be taught. Through a clear framework, both teacher and learners 

are aware of the learning direction they are going to, and the sense of structure and 

progress will have coherent footprints. Second, a textbook comes up with a syllabus 

within the bundle which completes the facilitation that the teacher needs. Third, the 

textbook serves text and learning worksheets which are appropriate for each level 

on each grade. Fourth, a textbook is the cheapest way to come up with learning 

materials for learners. Besides, a textbook is packed in convenient packaging as a 

useful guidance and support for teachers and a way of learning new material, 

reviewing and monitoring self-progress. Based on the explanation above, textbook 

should accommodate lesson and exercises for students to practice and use the 

language in real-life communication. 
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 The wise development is sustainable development. Sustainable 

development is development with the aim of improving the quality of life of people 

around the world, both from current and future generations, without exploiting the 

use of natural resources that exceed the carrying capacity of the earth (Klarin, 

2018). UNESCO (2017) writes that the definition of sustainable development is 

development that can meet current needs without reducing the capacity or ability of 

future generations to meet their own needs. In line with this, the term sustainable is 

the concept of a better human life in the midst of natural limitations by maintaining 

a balance of life in three dimensions, namely social, economic and environmental 

(Klarin, 2018). 

 In sustainable development, there are 17 goals with 169 measurable 

achievements called sustainable development goals (SDGs). One of the efforts in 

realising the SDGs is through education. Education can be described as a great hope 

for designing a better sustainable future and is also an effort to overcome the 

environmental crisis (Yuliani & Hartanto, 2019). This approach through education 

is known as Education for Sustainable Development (ESD). 

 The utilization and management of the environment in order to preserve the 

environment properly has become a responsibility and challenge for current and 

future generations. Good environmental management and utilization can ensure the 

availability of natural resources. So that education is needed for the community to 

have awareness related to environmental issues and can make important decisions 

for the environment and society (Teksöz,2019). 
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 The ESD equips students with the knowledge, skills, values and attitudes to 

process information, make decisions and take responsible actions towards the 

environment, economic viability and a just society for current and future 

generations. ESD is key to achieving the SDGs through providing broad and 

futuristic insights into the global environment, as well as the formation of 

understanding, attitudes and values relevant to social, economic and environmental 

life (Novidsa,2020). Through ESD, it is expected that future generations will be 

able to face complex problems because as life develops, especially in the field of 

technology, the problems that will be faced will also be more complex 

(Novidsa,2020). 

 In its learning implementation, ESD can be incorporated into the curriculum 

at all levels. All levels of education, including primary and secondary levels, can 

contribute to the educational process that enables young people to become 

responsible citizens and promote sustainable development in their environment 

both locally and globally (Eilks,2015). In addition, ESD can also be integrated into 

various fields of study such as language, social science, and even science 

(Gericke,2020). 

 One of the goals of learning English is to give learners the ability to gain 

access to the outside world and understand different ways of thinking. It is hoped 

that after learning English, students will not only develop the skills for graduates to 

be able to communicate and discourse in English at a certain literacy level but also 

be able to contribute actively in efforts to preserve the language and the 

environment. 
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  English has an important role in sectors such as sustainable tourism through 

communication media with the aim of promotion abroad, services, good 

communication between foreign tourists and tourism actors, and the surrounding 

community which ultimately relates to the development of local tourism progress 

in the sustainable tourism sector in the industrial era 4.0. English also has an 

important role for the progress of society, especially in Indonesia, where the 

existence of English (foreign language) as an international language, Indonesian 

education from elementary school to university has a curriculum and lessons on 

English. This is done so that Indonesian human resources can take part in the 

globalization of the world (Risqi, 2022). 

 To find out how the implementation of ESD in English textbooks, an 

analysis of English textbooks regarding the implementation of ESD in English 

learning was conducted. Analyzing sustainability issues in English textbooks for 

Junior High School is expected to provide an additional literature review related to 

the existence of the 17 pillars of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by 

shaping knowledge, attitudes, and values relevant to economic, social, and 

environmental life. 

B. Research Questions 

Based on the background of the study, the research questions of this study can be 

determined as follows: 

1. What are the SDG issues in the English book? 

2. How do is the English teachers perceive the teaching SDG while teaching English 

to the students? 
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3. How do teachers implement SDG based English to their students? 

C. Aims of Study 

Related to the research question, the aims of this study are: 

1. To find out the SDG issues in the English book. 

2. To analyze the perception of English teachers teaching SDG to the students. 

3. To elaborate the way the English teachers implement SDG based English to their 

students.  

D. Significance of Study 

The researcher expects that the result of this research is expected to bring benefits 

and advantages for various parties. 

 This research is hopefully able to provide a valuable contribution to the 

promotion and accomplishment of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

The results of this study give insight into the extent to which the principles of the 

SDGs have been introduced in EFL teaching and learning, more specifically, in 

EFL textbooks for Junior High School students. In theoretical terms, this study can 

be beneficial as a pillar that provides some information about SDGs-based 

textbooks as learning materials for EFL students and teachers in Indonesia. In other 

words, this research can also be utilised by anyone who is interested in the topic as 

a source of reference. 

 Practically, this research can contribute to English language education 

teachers and other practitioners to improve teaching and learning by selecting 

appropriate learning topics in line with the current world conditions. 
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E. Terminology 

1. Sustainability issues 

 According to (Nurhayati, 2017) SDGs (Sustainable Development Goals) is 

a sustainable development programme with 17 goals and 169 objectives. SDGs is a 

world development agenda that aims for the welfare of humans and planet earth.  

 The meaning of Sustainable Development Goals in this thesis is a new 

development agreement that encourages changes towards sustainable development 

based on human rights and equality to encourage social, economic and 

environmental development. 

 The short titles of the 17 SDGs are: No poverty (SDG 1), Zero hunger (SDG 

2), Good health and well-being (SDG 3), Quality education (SDG 4), Gender 

equality (SDG 5), Clean water and sanitation (SDG 6), Affordable and clean energy 

(SDG 7), Decent work and economic growth (SDG 8), Industry, innovation and 

infrastructure (SDG 9), Reduced inequalities (SDG 10), Sustainable cities and 

communities (SDG 11), Responsible consumption and production (SDG 12), 

Climate action (SDG 13), Life below water (SDG 14), Life on land (SDG 15), 

Peace, justice, and strong institutions (SDG 16), and Partnerships for the goals 

(SDG 17). 

2. Textbook 

 According (Muslich, 2004), textbook is one kind of education book, 

textbook is books containing descriptions of material about subject or definite field 

of study, which is arranged systematically and have been selected based on specific 

objectives, learning orientation, and students’ development to be assimilated. 
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 Textbook in this study means that, is a book that is arranged by the studies 

in a particular course accurately, added by the relevant instructional facilities and 

designed for teaching and learning in class.  

The title of textbook is Bahasa Inggris “When English Rings a Bell” 1st Grade and 

Bahasa Inggris “When English Rings a Bell” 2nd grade. 
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