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ABSTRACT

Name : Efriani

Reg. No : 210203039

Faculty . Fakultas Tarbiyah dan Keguruan

Major : Departement of English Language Education

Thesis workingtitle : Analyzing High Order Thinking Skills (hets).in English
Textbook questions for Vocational High School and
Teachers’ Understanding

Main Supervisor : Prof. Dr. Jarjani Usman, M.Sc., MA.

Keywords : Higher Order Thinking Skills (HOTS), English Textbook,
and Critical Thinking Skills

This research aims to analyze the extent to which the questions in the English textbook
for eleventh grade in Indonesia reflect Higher Order Thinking Skills (HOTS) and
explore teachers' understanding of the questions. The method used is content analysis
of the questions in the textbook and surveys of English teachers. The results indicate
that the questions in the eleventh grade English textbook mostly reflect lower-order
thinking skills, while only a few questions meet the criteria of Higher Order Thinking
Skills (HOTYS), in addition, teachers' understanding of HOTS questions in the eleventh
grade textbook remains limited, with only a small proportion able to apply them
effectively in teaching. Furthermore, although 60% of teachers have a good
understanding of HOTS, only30% are able to.apply them in the learning process. These
findings indicate that there are still significant challenges in integrating HOTS into
English education in Indonesia. Therefare, this study recommends improvements in
teaching materials, professional training for teachers, and the development of a more
interactive learning environment to support the development of students' critical and
creative thinking skills.
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CHAPTERI

INTRODUCTION

A. Background
Kurikulum riculum issued by the
a nore independent

the 2013

field of eduCation, F ability to analyze, evaluate,
and apply knowledge critically. Higher Order Thinking Skills (HOTS) are emphasized
in the Independent Curriculum. The skills include analyzing, evaluating, and creating

an international curriculum goal (Halili, 2018). The Partnership for 21st Century Skills



(P21) also mentions that high-level thinking skills, such as critical and creative
thinking, can help students succeed in their future careers (Alismail & McGuire, 2015).

Higher Order Thinking Skills (H@TS) play a crucial role in English language

teaching, as they encourage derstand and remember language

structures but als language. For English

g beyond rote

success anc
HOTS skills are also esults in HOTS being taught and
practiced in every learning in school, including learning English. In the learning

process, textbooks are one of the things that are important to pay attention to both when



preparing and implementing Learning. In relation to practicing HOTS, a good textbook
is a textbook that trains HOTS (Erdiana & Panjaitan, 2023).

However, many textbooks, in€lading English textbooks, still lack in-depth

analysis of Higher Orde act, HOTS is very important in

complex, unstructured,

“ \f LibyYR av/EE S
L1 s AuPANEN

Jentsihave-highbraatderloinki
tions tﬂatﬁre _apﬂici)leﬂn qveﬁ'day life ta ore interesting

are not difficult

questions, but questions tha abilities to create students who are
able to think in a complex and deep way to solve a real problem. Therefore, it is
necessary for teachers to optimize assessment techniques in the form of tests that can

be used to hone students' higher-order thinking skills. Besides the low level of higher-



order thinking skills of students in Indonesia, assessment instruments specifically
designed to train students' higher-order thinking skills are also still lacking in schools,

SO it is necessary to develop a HOTS-hased test instrument from English textbooks.

It is also crucial fg e higher-order thinking skills.

Teachers should g ations, to make learning

| oftenise lgdturemmethinds a developing
g. As g regult, siideqts gecpmg legs interc

processes such as analyzin as outlined in Bloom’s revised
taxonomy. Meanwhile, higher-order thinking skills (HOTS) focus on how students

apply those thinking processes to solve real-life problems effectively. Several previous



studies have investigated the use of HOTS-based questions in various educational
contexts, particularly in textbooks and assessment instruments.

Azizah and Mulia (2021), in study published in the Journal of English

Language Teaching and Apalysis of HOTS in English

Textbooks for Ser e method. The findings

nost questions

II or of items mg
ALlN0 aNna el

focuses 0

Tos gher Education,
carried out research entitled g in EFL. This study applied a
literature review method. The findings emphasized the importance of embedding
critical and creative thinking core aspects of HOTS into English language teaching

materials to improve learners’ problem-solving skills. The difference between this



study and the present one is that the previous study focused on theoretical perspectives
of critical thinking, while the current study analyzes real textbook questions and

teachers’ understanding.

Rohim and Iskande Alorldwide: Journal of English

Language Teachiy ception and Challenges

is study used a

ecognized

of HOMS: hatkd.assessment:

y of tes] itgqns they cieaigd. yThg difference

C

this study and
the present practices, while

the current study combines t€ analy: cachers’ understanding.
Based on previous research, several studies have investigated the use of Higher
Order Thinking Skills (HOTS) in English learning materials and assessments.

However, most of these studies either focused on textbooks at the senior high school



level, national examination questions, or teachers’ general perceptions, without
combining the analysis of English textbook questions with teachers’ understanding in

the vocational high school context. Thereus still limited research that comprehensively

examines both the charactes xtbook questions for vocational
high schools ang f HOTS in designing

a study entitled

to determine:
extbook for high
school grade in
2. To find out to percentage of teachers' understanding level in hots questions

in the English textbook for grade 1X.



D. Benefits of the Research
1. Theoretical Benefits

This research contrib

to the development of knowledge by
analyzing theg der thinking skills (HOTS) in
h textbook, thereby

s in promoting
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