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Foreword 

Faculty of Teacher Training and Education (read: FKIP) of Universitas Terbuka in cooper
ation with Research Synergy Foundation held the first International Conference on Innov
ation in Education and Pedagogy (ICIEP). Four invited keynotes speakers from the four 
nations were welcomed to given speech in excess of a hundred researchers, academics, and 
professionals. Prof. Ojat Darojat, M.Bus., Ph.D. (Rector of Universitas Terbuka, Indonesia), 
Prof. Ruth Reynold (Expert in Education and leader of the GERT, Global Education 
Research and Teaching Team, Australia), Prof. Dr. Suminto A. Sayuti (Expert in Culture and 
Language from Universitas Negeri Yogyakarta, Indonesia), Prof. Patricia S. Moyer-Packen
ham (Director of Mathematics Education and Leadership Program at Utah State University, 
United State of America), and Prof. Ahmad Rozelan Yunus (Faculty of Management Tech
nology and Technopreneurship of Universiti Teknikal Malaysia Melaka, Malaysia). This first 
ICIEP was in scope of content and participants strengthening the Annual Seminar of the 
FKIP named Temu Ilmiah National Guru (TING). The TING that was conjoint with the first 
ICIEP was for its eleventh TING served by the FKIP-UT. Themed “Innovative Digital Tech
nology for Quality Education 4.0”, the 1st ICIEP had a total of 22 sub-themes, which were 
mostly in every aspect of education, included pedagogy, management, technology, linguistics, 
sciences, and higher education. 
Aside from Universitas Terbuka, selected papers were written by various scholars and nation
ality, such as Universitas Teknologi Mara (Malaysia), Rajamangala University of Technology 
Tanyaburi (Thailand), De La Salle University (Philippine), Islanders Education (Maldives), 
UIN Syarif Hidayatullah Jakarta (Indonesia), Universitas Muhammadiyah Surabaya (Indo
nesia), IKIP PGRI Pontianak (Indonesia), Universitas Pendidikan Indonesia (Bandung, Indo
nesia), Universitas Al-Azhar (Indonesia), UIN Ar-Raniry Aceh (Indonesia), Universitas 
Serambi Mekkah (Indonesia), Universitas Pelita Harapan (Indonesia), Institut Teknologi 
Adhitama (Surabaya, Indonesia), Universitas Negeri Surabaya (Indonesia), STKIP Kusuma
negara Jakarta (Indonesia), Universitas Muhammadiyah Jakarta (Indonesia), Institut Pem
bina Rohani Islam IPRIJA Jakarta (Indonesia), Universitas Negeri Jakarta (Indonesia), 
Universitas Palangkaraya (Indonesia), Universitas Multimedia Nusantara Jakarta (Indo
nesia), Politeknik Negeri Balikpapan (Indonesia), Universitas Muhammadiyah Prof Hamka 
UHAMKA Jakarta (Indonesia), Universitas Lambung Mangkurat Banjarmasin (Indonesia), 
Universitas Sebelas Maret Surakarta (Indonesia), SD Negeri Sukamahi 03 (Indonesia), and 
Yayasan Anak Montessori Cahaya Dunia (Indonesia). 

We hope that knowledge and best practices discussed in the seminar and published in its pro
ceeding will enrich the reference for all experts in the field of education and accordingly stimu
late further researches in wider areas. 

We thank all authors and participants for their contributions. 

Prof. Udan Kusmawan, M.A., Ph.D. 

Conference Chair 
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Reality and public perception of the implementation of Islamic 

sharia laws in Banda Aceh 

Abdul Manan, Gunawan & Muhibbuthabry 
The State Islamic University of Ar-Raniry Banda Aceh. Aceh. Indonesia 

ABSTRACT: The present research was conducted to critically analyze contemporary per-
spectives on Islamic sharia laws in Banda Aceh, the capital city of Aceh province, Indonesia. 
Special attention is paid to the reality as well as perception and valuation of implementation. 
This field research has been conducted by means of participant observation as the principle 
method. Besides meticulous observation, in-depth discussions with informants were also car-

ried out. The results of the research show that implementation of sharia has tended to focus on 
physical things; it is based on matters relating to women’s clothing, seclusion, and writing 
Arabic names for government institutions and so forth, while the substance of the application 
of sharia has not yet fully appeared. The implementation of sharia is still more on symbolic 
discourses, w'hile the goals and objectives of sharia have not yet been fully understood and 
implemented. Not all the applications of sharia law have been fully carried out in accordance 

with the rules, procedures, and objectives. Meamvhile, what exists today can be said in general 
to be somewhat “surface-level” only. However, many informants said that the implementation 
of Islamic sharia laws has been relatively successful compared to the years before the laws 
were legalized and implemented. 

Keywords: Islam, sharia, perception, implementation of Islamic sharia laws 

1 INTRODUCTION 

Aceh had applied Islamic sharia laws since the Kingdom Aceh Darussalam led by Sultan 
Iskandar Muda (Manan, 2017); it is the only province in Indonesia authorized by the central 
government to implement the law

r
s on the whole. To realize it, several legislations, especially 

on the implementation of sharia, were brought into force, such as law no. 44 of 1999 on the 

implementation of the Aceh privilege and law no. 18 of 2001 on the exclusive autonomy (in 
the era of President Megawati) for Aceh province, later reinforced by law no. 11 of 2006, the 
Aceh Local Government Law, known as UUPA. This latter granted full authority to the Aceh 
government in applying Islamic sharia laws comprehensively in Acehnese people's lives. 

At some levels, the implementation and practice of sharia in Aceh province has gone on for 
more than seventeen years. At this time, several institutions and some qartun, as vehicles in 

implementing sharia laws, were established. These institutions are sharia courts, sharia police 
called Wilayatul Hisbah (a task force for implementing qanun), and the assembly of scholars as 
well as a number of qanuns, w'hich became the foundation in the practice of sharia laws in 
Aceh. Still, the absence of legal laws has led to problems of enforcement of Islamic sharia laws 
in Aceh; thus, the qiinunjinayat, meant to strengthen the implementation of sharia in Aceh, 
have to be legalized immediately. 

The implementation of Islamic sharia laws on the first five years (2002 to 2007) since it was 
declared went well, but from 2008 until today the reverberation (gaung/gema) of its implemen-
tation decreased (Isa, 2013). Nowadays, most of the current reality of society, as admitted by 
many informants, is no longer in accordance with the customs and culture of the Islamic   
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sharia laws. This fact can be seen from the behavior of the social interaction of the people in 
everyday life, unconsciously changing and shifting the cultural values and the customs of the 
Acehnese. 

Several local scholars have conducted studies about the implementation of sharia laws (Isa, 
2013: Ikhwan, 2013; Abubakar. 2005. 2013: Salim. 2008, 2015; Ismail. 2007). No specific 
attention, however, has been paid fully to the modalities of sharia laws in the capital city of 
Aceh province, and no up-to-date studies exist about the current problems involved in its 
implementation. Foreign researchers have conducted studies on the Acehnese sharia laws, too 
(Morries, 1983; Aspinall, 2007; Feener, 2013). Their attention was mostly focused on the his-

torical and political dynamics leading to the adoption of sharia laws in Aceh as part of the 
central government’s endeavor to bring Aceh province under its control and suppress the local 
support for the Free Aceh Movement. Therefore, this research deeply focuses on the perception 
and valuation of the people of the Autonomous Province of Aceh, particularly in the capital 
city of Aceh, Banda Aceh. This city was chosen due to the complexity and homogeny of the 
population. This research is focused only on the formalization of Islamic sharia and ways of 

upholding Islamic laws in order to know the strengths and the weaknesses of implementation 
in the public perception. 

2 RESEARCH METHOD 

The research was conducted by means of participant observation as the principal research 

method. It entailed meticulous observation of the implementation of Islamic sharia laws, inclu-
ding modes of conduct deviating from the sharia rules. The researcher conducted an interview 
and in-depth discussions with religious leaders, community leaders, adat leaders, community 
members, and so on relating to the formalization and implementation of sharia laws. In 
addition, a systematic survey of relevant published sources has been made. The data collected 
during field and library research were subjected to qualitative analysis involving the stages of 

data deduction, data display, conclusion, and verification as standardized by Miles and 
Huberman (1994). 

3 DISCUSSION 

3.1 The reality of the implementation of Islamic sharia laws and public perception of their 
formalization 

The application of Islamic sharia has caused numerous polemics among some communities in 

Aceh, but pro and contra. Attention was given not only to the formulation of the rules of law  
in a number of qanun but also to the law enforcement process of sharia law. The expectation  
of a number of people toward the implementation of sharia in Aceh was that it could serve as   
a model for the application of sharia law in Indonesia more widely. Many countries appeared  
to have failed in implementing the sharia laws controlled by provisions of the State. Nurchol-    
ish Majid stated that countries such as Pakistan, Afghanistan, and Sudan failed in implement-

ing sharia law, so the only hope was with Aceh. The arguments in favour of and against the 
implementation of Islamic sharia in Aceh can be seen in the context of efforts to sensitize the 
authorities to realize sharia as a whole and to apply it without favoritism through humanism 
and sociological approaches (Salim, 2008). This means that the full implementation of Islamic 
sharia, which covers all facets of life, has yet to happen. 

Arguments against the implementation of Islamic law can be identified views expressed in 

mass media or in various meetings such as seminars, workshops, and other gatherings. For 
instance, the application of flogging was criticized as a violation of human rights. The imple-
mentation of sharia was said to be very discriminatory and does not pay attention to or guar-
antee the interests of vulnerable groups such as women and children. Wilayatul Hisbah 
(municipal police) w

r
ere said to be improper in performing their duties, sometimes acting 
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beyond their powers of arrest, investigation, searches, and so forth. These were among the 
views disagreeing with formal implementation of Islamic sharia law in Aceh. 

On the other side, views in favour of Islamic sharia implementation state that it is a grace, 

for which people should be grateful that the juridical base is strong enough to implement Law 
no. 44 of 1999 and Law no. 11 of 2006. These laws increased expectation that sharia will be 
realized as a whole: without these laws, implementation could be limited to the areas of faith 
and worship only, and public aspects could not be implemented at all. Criticisms of flogging 
were answered by the fact that, according to this view, it is in conformity with the provisions of 
the Al-Quran and Al-Hadith, in which flogging is one form of punishment that can be applied 

to perpetrators of a crime, called hudud or ta'zir. 
Furthermore, in Banda Aceh today some people even dare to violate sharia against officers 

during a raid. The levels of vice in the city of Banda Aceh is now very worrying. Meanwhile, 
Banda Aceh should provide an example for other regions. Nevertheless, public awareness of 
Islamic sharia law seems still very low. In fact, people often fight the implementation of 
Islamic sharia openly in Banda Aceh. This is caused, among other reasons, by limited facilities 

and infrastructure, limited human resources, insufficient rules and regulations (especially in the 
enforcement of sharia), and limited authority in the resolution of criminal cases, as well as the 
lack of seriousness and commitment of all parties including the government in efforts to 
accelerate the implementation of Islamic law in Aceh. This implies that the government, com-
munities, and provincial parliament as a legislative body should work hand in hand in guarding 
and taking responsibility for the implementation of Islamic sharia law in Aceh, especially in 

Banda Aceh. People expect that the commitment to the implementation of Islamic sharia 
should not only be mere wishful thinking and that its implementation can be accomplished in 
reality in accordance with the objectives of sharia itself. In fact, the pessimistic responses 
toward the implementation of Islamic sharia in Aceh have not run in accordance with the rules, 
procedures, and objectives of sharia itself. This could have been caused by the absence of 
systematic procedural clarity in the implementation of sharia in Aceh. 

There are five answers to the question of why sharia is applied in Aceh. First, on religious 
(theological) grounds, the implementation of sharia is a religious commandment for a Muslim 
to be more perfect that is closer to Allah. Second, for psychological reasons, people will feel 
safe and secure because of what prevails around them; they lead activities in education and in 
everyday life appropriately and in line with their conscience. The third goal is for people to live 
in a system that is more in line with the rule-of-law awareness, sense of justice, and values that 

grow and develop in society. The fourth reason relates to economic and social welfare reasons, 
value-added economic activities, and social solidarity in the form of helping economic activity 
or social activities to be more easily formed and solid. The fifth goal of implementing sharia is 
to build mentors who can meet the needs of the people of Aceh today - transition toward 
modernization without the need to feel there is a gap between religious guidance and worldly 
prosperity. As mentioned, the implementation of Islamic sharia not only refers to the model 

and ideas of scholars of the past but also to formulating a new understanding so that people feel 
more secure with the guidance of the Qur'an and the sunnah of the Prophet. Thus, sharia will 
refer to the future in order to meet the demands and needs of the times, which are more 
complicated and complex. A further goalis in the field of law and justice, which is good 
implementation of sharia covering all aspects of life, implemented honestly and, sincerely, to 
bring about justice and order in accordance with the legal awareness of the people of Aceh 

itself. 

4 CONCLUSION 

Strategies for the continuation and deeper implementation of sharia law in Aceh will require 
continued refresher training of the coaching personnel in the means of successful implementa-
tion of awareness and understanding of sharia law amongst the public. Although there have 
been some continuing public discussions about the institutionalization of sharia law in Aceh, 

especially in the capital, Banda Aceh, in general sharia law has been accepted by the Acehnese, 
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especially since it has tended to reinforce the concept of a unique Acehnese identity distinctive 
from the more general Indonesian identity; although the Acehnese did not win independence, 
they gained a special identity, something they had wanted since independence. In reality, how-

ever, after more than seventeen years, the application of sharia law in Aceh - what we can call 
Acehnese sharia law - is still a work in progress, with its most obvious implementation limited 
to physical implementation. Implementation in the fields such as health, education, finance, 
and the economy is still continuing, step by step. Certainly, the realization of the Islamic ideal 
of peaceful, principled, prosperous people living on earth in Islam will require continuing edu-
cation at all levels of society. 
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