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UN Women, Partners for Prevention (P4P) and

B UN Women would like to thank all individuals

and organizations that have given their supports to the suc-

cessful implementation of this research project.

Gender based violence including violence against
women is among the most serious problems of human rights
violation. Many efforts have been taken to reduce the prev-
alence of the violence, but the number remains high. This re-
search on masculinities is meant to contribute to strategizing
some actions already done to end gender based violence and
violence against women, particularly these focusing on the
prevention level before the violence is perpetrated. It is un-

derstood that gender based violence is strongly influenced
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by patriarchal social construction that positions genders
that are not considered ‘masculine and men'’ in a subordinate
power relation. Under such a circumstance, it oftentimes hap-
pens that an action considered a form of violence is not really
viewed as violence; instead this is interpreted as away of edu-
cation that is ‘clean’ from violence. For instance, this research
found, many husbands thought that it was acceptable or even
an obligation of a husband to beat their wives who disobeyed
their requests or instructions because husbands were heads
of family and leaders over their wives. Even members of the
society would think the same and, thus close their eyes from
providing assistance for women encountering such a prob-
lem. Considering such a social-cultural phenomenon, it is very
important to understand deeper social-cultural roots of gen-
der-based violence and violence against women in a specific
context, so we can make a more contextual and comprehen-
sive strategy to end the violence. By addressing masculinities
as a framework it is expected that this research would really
contribute to deepening our understanding on social-cultural
construction within the Aceh society that influences to abu-

sive and violent perspectives and behaviors.

We really hope that the findings of this research will

inspire many individuals and organizations to provide greater
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contributions to end any forms of gender-based violence and
violence against women. The context of Aceh as the focus of
this research is expected to be an example for similar initia-

tives in other contexts.

Banda Aceh, 26 December 2011







ABSTRACT

The title of this research is “Masculinities within

Post-Conflict Aceh and Itglmpacts on Violence against Wom-
en.” The study aims to get

|
Mareover, this research is meant to elaborate the influences
of cultural norms, religious understanding, and living through

the conflict situation and parenting models to the develop-

ment of masculinities and its impacts to abusive behaviors

within the pgst-conflict Aceh society. This is a qualitative re-
search; th:_

I thorough N situa-
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tion . This

district.

. so-
cialization [l masculinity, RN
]
. Generally that the construction

of masculinity values and norms within the Aceh society as
seen from life history of the informants is mostly dominated
by patriarchal hegemonic masculinity perspectives. Parenting
within a family is an influential aspect in the construction of
hegemonic masculinity. Children raised in an authoritarian
family will grow with a self-concept of masculinity dominat-
ed by hegemonic and dominant perspectives. It is easier for
girls raised in such a family to perform social roles which are
traditionally constructed as men'’s roles, like being a military
troop holding a gun in the conflict. On the contrary, most of
boys who appear to practicing and caring, collaborative, shar-
ing, and responsible values of masculinity are those living in
families practicing and applying the values of gender equality
since their childhood in which they used to get engaged in, for

instance, household works.
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A social view that women are the second class of human be-
ings is already introduced and constructed since an individual
was in an elementary school. The values of hegemonic mascu-
linity are developed through both formal and non-formal ed-
ucations. The learning system and academic tradition of reli-
gious education like ‘dayah’ (traditional madrasahs) and ‘balee
semeubeut’ (religious academic circle) contribute to the con-
struction of hegemonic dominant masculinity and submissive

femininity.

Such values of hegemonic masculinity lead to abusive atti-
tudes when they are enforced by the tendencies of imitating
and following an idol; getting social reward and punishment
in family, school, religious class; and experiencing the violent
conflict situation. Some of violent men and female informants
living through the violent conflict situation show their agree-
ment to the application and practice of physical punishment.
In the context of education, informants differentiate physical
punishment from violence applied in school, religious school,
and to family as they view physical punishment is a method of
education. Punishment using violence is acceptable and even
encouraged as it is a good method of education as what they
understood based on Islamic teaching and the Aceh ‘adat’

(custom).
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The ideal image of being men is oftentimes connected to
having a permanent job to earn family’s incomes. This value
becomes a life prestige that influences the way men in Aceh
think and behave within the community and society. A situa-
tion when it is found that a man does not have a permanent
employment, will lead to the development of social stereo-
types that possibly produce a social-psychological pressure,
open for violence. Men have greater opportunity to express
and practice hegemonic masculinity as the available social
space for this expression is broader and wider. On the other
hand, a very few men in the society who openly apply non-he-
gemonic masculinity, among them, are men involved in wom-
en’s rights movements.

Key words: masculinity, hegemonic, dominant, men, violence,

women, conflict, Aceh.
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CHAPTER |
INTRODUCTION
A. Background

The

A works

|
I

).
The

I Raewyn

). There are
several key elements of Connell's theory that are relevant for
this research as outlined in the conceptual framework below.

Recognizing that in any setting there are multiple

! Breines, Ingebor, Robert Connell, and Ingrid Eide, ed., 2000, Male Roles,
Masculinities and Volence: A Cultwre of Peace Perspective, Paris: UNESCO
Publishing. See also Connell, R.W, 2000, Masculinities, Los Angeles: University
of California Press.
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[

masculinities, in the pursuit of gender equity

masculinities

about [N

e try to
. in order NN

B ‘caring”, “collaborative”, “sharing” [l “responsible”
masculinities. This [l aims to look at how masculinities
are being (and thus can be) constructed in ways that are and
are not harmful to women and other men. Furthermore, the
focus on life history interviews recognizes, as Connell (2007)
has argued in Southern Theory, that itis important to put it into
circulation experiences that come from outside the citadels of

power.

and

B. Violence against Women in Aceh
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There is no —

B against women [ perpetrated in both private
and in public spaces. This is in part because there are lack of

institutions providing interventions and services for violence
against women factors. Women and girls experiencing
violence still face problems of limited access to crisis centers
where they can report cases and seek assistance. Moreover,
it has been found that in Aceh there is little coordinated
reporting and recording of cases of violence against women
among the different non-government organizations assisting
such women.

Nevertheless, living in a conflict area has exposed
women to various forms of violence. Even though there are
no clear data, it is reported that many women and girls in
Aceh experienced sexual, physical and psychological violence
during the conflict. Rape was one of the most serious forms
of violence against women perpetrated during the conflict.
However, adequate interventions for women experiencing
sexual violence are rare. Some women whose husbands
were kidnapped and murdered during the conflict also faced
difficult economic and social situations. Experiencing and
or witnessing various forms of violence during the conflict
possibly contributed to constructing these women'’s ‘tough’
characteristics in facing any life difficulties.

In 2006, the Indonesia’s National Commission on
Violence against Women (Komnas Perempuan) published

a report describing cases of violence and discrimination
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against women in refugee camps after the tsunami disaster.
According to the report Komnas Perempuan found 191 cases:
146 violence, 38 discrimination, and 7 forced eviction. 44% of
the total number of cases occurred in the domestic domain,
42% happened in public spaces and the rest were in state's
rooms. From 146 cases of violence, 108 cases (74%) were
sexual violence.?

From the reports of some crisis centers and women's
organizations, domestic violence in its various forms covering
psychological and physical dimensions is a serious issue within
the post-conflict Aceh. Center of Integrated Service (PPT) of
Aceh Province reported that in 11 months in 2007, 70 cases
of violence against women, girls and boys were reported to
the institution. 75% of these were domestic violence (Lailisma
Sofjati, 2007). A joint assessment by UN Women, UNDP and
UNFPA in Aceh Selatanin 2009 discovered that polygamy and
marital rape are commonly experienced within Aceh society:.
Some cases of incest also happened within Aceh families.

The 2009-2013 Strategic Plan of The Aceh Women's
Empowerment and Children's Protection Body (BP3A)
mentions that the number of domestic violence cases is still
high. The Aceh Gender Transformation Working Group
(KKTGA) has handled 88 cases of violence in 2006, 60
cases in 2007, and 72 cases in 2008. Legal Aid of Women's
Association for Justice (LBH Apik) of Aceh has received 110

* Komnas Perempuan’s Annual Report of 2006
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legal consultation requests on violence against women and
children; 52 cases of the number were successfully solved.?

In addition, among the most tangible cases of violence
against women within public spaces are rape and sexual
exploitation. Some cases of rape, including against children
reported by some Aceh-based newspapers like Serambi show
an awful tragedy of violence against women and children in
the area. A case of sexual exploitation was experienced by
a young couple when a group of youth forced them to have
sexual intercourse and video-recorded it (Rakyat Merdeka,
May 29, 2007). In January 2010, it wasreported that a girl was
raped by three sharia policemen (wilayatul hisbah) (Serambi,
January 12, 2010). Some cases of popular punishment within
the society for those accused as breaking the adat laws and
rules to some extent display an example of the influences of

violent perspectives.

C. Masculinitiesin Aceh

—

-]
I, in Aceh. While a lot of

men are involved in many forms of gender based violence,
existing interventions and approaches only address women as

victims. As many reports mention, female victims, especially

* The 2009-2013 Strategic Plan of The Aceh Women's

Empowerment and Children's Protection Body




of domestic violence, often ide to return to their homes
with their abusive husbands,

B cappot end the cycle of violence.
The _

. As a
social construction, masculinities do not exist in a vacuum
and must be understood in a social context.

e, wvomen,

including, domination [l abuse. While we agree that the
patriarchal roots contribute to men perpetrating gender-
based violence, understanding the localized SOUI’CE‘Sﬁf

violent and abusive attitudes as they play out in practice

o e——

N prefer NN
B rather than, for instance, “caring”

nor

“collaborative,” “sharing” and “responsible” masculinities. Men

also need to e understood; men need a space where they feel

comfortable

masculinity
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. This research should be

another way where men can seek for a comfortable space to

communicate their experiences and thoughts of being a man

in a society. Hence, this researchjs a process of understanding
men or being men under a social_
]

A better understanding [l knowledge of the living
masculinities is fundamental in building gender equality and
ending gender-based violence. Nevertheless, this can take
place only when such knowledge on masculinities inspires
policy-makers to address men in their initiatives of enhancing
gender equality and eliminating gender-based violence.
Therefore, in this regard, it is indeed very important to involve
policymakers and other related parties in enhancing women's
rights and gender equality from the beginning of this research
project. This research, therefore, is not meant as a separate

endeavor from other actions in ending gender-based violence.

D. The Conflict and Post-Conflict Context

The Aceh conflict has long historical roots.
Nevertheless, the turbulence significantly increased when in
1976 HasanTirodeclared “independenceof AchehSumatra”in
Aceh with approximately 200 supporters’. In 1977, President
Soeharto started sending in the military force and it marked
the “beginning of counter-insurgency operation”. Some of

Tiro's supporters gained military training in Libya in the period
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of 1987-1989 and, in 1989—

B began “serious strikes against military in
Aceh, prompting declaration of DOM (Daerah Operasi Militer

or Military Operation Area) and military launch of Kolakops
Jaring Merah Operation”. Responding to the situation, during
the period of 1990-1991, “6000 Kopassus (special military
force) troops were sent to Aceh.”

After the reform movement in 1998 that led to
national leadershipreplacement from Soehartoto BJ.Habibie,
the situation was up-and-down. Some peace initiatives were
assigned, yet violence remained a serious issue. In January
19, 2002, the Indonesia’s Army Force (TNI) “raided GAM HQ
and killed its commander Abdullah Syafi'ie” (Reid, op.cit). In
May 2003, the Government of Indonesia came up with the
“declaration of military emergency (Darurat Militer), followed
by TNI offensive Operasi Terpadu (Integrative Operation)”
(Reid, op.cit). In May 2004, the military emergency changed
into civil emergency (Darurat Sipil), yet 40,000 military troops
remained in Aceh.®

In December 2004, a giant tsunami hit Aceh and killed
more than 200,000 people. The post-tsunami rehabilitation
and reconstruction programs were addressed; President
Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono has built Badan Rekonstruksi
dan Rehabilitasi (BRR) or Reconstruction and Rehabilitation

Agency. Later, it was followed by some peace initiatives toend

“Reid, 2006
*Reid, 2006
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the conflict. Finally, in August 15, 2005, the peace agreement
between GAM leaders and the Government of Indonesia was
signed in Helsinki, Finland.®
Flashing back, unequal wealth distribution was
oftentimes blamed as one of the main problems in leading
to the conflict. In 1970s, natural exploration of Aceh began;
in 1971, natural gas deposits were discovered. While natural
gas and other resources, including timber and minerals were
exploited mostly for the profit of foreign companies and elites
in Jakarta, there was only 5 percent of the benefits remained
in Aceh (Ranner, 2006). A peace studies scholar of Aceh,
Kamarulzaman Askandar in “The Aceh Conflict and the Roles
of the Civil Society” explains that the conflict in Aceh has
escalated in two ways. First is “the attitudes of the Achenese
have been hardened.” At earlier level, the mainL
Sharia Jl; at
the B period, it turned to the

. Second is “an escalation in terms of

popular support...” have [
P Askandar further mentions that in that

second period of conflict, “[D]issillution with Jakarta(capital of
Indonesia, center of national government) has enhanced this
feeling and contributed too to the emergence of a nationalist
sentiment.”

Such a massive and long conflict in Aceh and living

through various dimensions of violence has contributed to the

1- I
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development of social circumstances where men have learnt
to use violence and other dominant way of treating women
in solving disputes. Such violent circumstances also create an
environmentwhere members of society, bothwomen and men,
children and adults, normalize the use of violence in solving
conflicts and disputes. While it can be seen that during the
conflict situation the use of violence was based on aggressive
and abusive patriarchal masculinities, it can also be concluded
thatliving in amilitarized violent conflict has created a culture
of violence which is based on patriarchal masculinities which
continues in the post-conflict era. The end of the conflict
has not ended the use of patriarchal masculinities and its
articulations of violence. Therefore, under such a situation,
it is not surprising to find recent cases of violence including
domestic violence, rape, violence by teachers against
students, and other forms of violence by governmental bodies
as evidence of the use of patriarchal masculinities for violence
in peaceful times.

In fact, in the post-conflict period, development
programs have been initiated and implemented. This has
opened up many economic opportunities for men in particular,
including formal political leadership positions, business
opportunities and well-paid positions in international
organizations. Under dominant and patriarchal masculinities
within the society being such men in post-conflict Aceh is

considered an ideal achievement. Nevertheless, it is a fact
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that there are still a lot of men who have not achieved such
success. In the context of being ideal men as expected by the
society in Aceh, being “left out” of the development process
is stressful and uncomfortable. It is possible that this creates
a sort of masculinity crisis where men feel disempowered
and incomplete. In such situations, some men attempt to
articulate or reassert their masculinity through violent and
abusive attitudes and behaviors, especially in a society where
men cannot easily find a comfortable space to speak about
themselves.

Aceh society has many unique traditions and cultural
practices related to masculinities and being men and boys.
While several societies, with patriarchal values, tend to
position men -and so masculinities- at the center of social
interactions, it is important to examine the unique cultural
constructions of masculinities in Aceh. This will deepen our
understanding of the socio-political and cultural contributions
to creating hegemonic masculinity as well as so called
progressive or sensitive masculinities that include qualities

such as “caring,’ “loving” and “cooperation.”
E. Social-Religious Contexts
The Acehsociety is tied with certain social conventions

called adat agreed among the members of the society. This

cultural convention controls the people’'s attitudes and
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behaviors. They loyally follow all the rules under a reason that
these are a cultural heritage and they view adat as having a
strong reference to Islamic sharia that becomes identical to
the religious life of people in Aceh. A life slogan alive within
the society is documented in a hadih maja (proverb), “Adat
ngon hukom lagee zat ngon sipheut’ -meaning that the relation
between the adat and Islamic sharia is like substance and its
nature- really reflects the existing contextual belief within
the society. This hadih maja emphasizes the close relation
between the adat alive in the area and Islamic law. Therefore,
it can be said that the obedience to follow the adat rules is also
meant the obedience to follow the religious norms.

As previously stated, the signing of Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU) by Government of Indonesia and
the Aceh Free Movement (GAM) in August 15 2005 marked
the end of the Aceh conflict. It has led to the formulation of
Law of Government of Aceh (LoGA) in 2006 that gives a legal
privilege for Aceh people to build its own legal system based
on Islamic and local customs (adat). Within this situation,
the local government of Aceh has produced several laws
based on Islamic sharia. Some of them are Qanun (local law)
on Gambling (Maisir), Drinking Alcohol (Khamar) and Close
Proximity (Khalwat) and Qanun on Islamic Crime (Jinayah)
that legalizes stoning (rajam) as a form of punishment. Some

7 Tuanku Abdul Jalil, "Adat in the Hadih Maja and Its Malenance,” in
PKA-3, "Proceeding of The Nusantara's Cultural Meeting,, h

.
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district governments have issued a district law on dress code
that mainly targets women (Jakarta Globe, January 28, 2010).

A number of local regulations called ganun made both
at provincial and district levels to support the implementation
of the post-conflict and post-tsunami developments as well
as to improve the ‘position’ of the adat law emphasizes the
special autonomy of Aceh, especially in terms of legal and
political legitimacy to awaken Islamic teachings and the
Aceh adat rules. Nevertheless, within this political dynamic,
there are some ganuns that show the ‘values’ of patriarchal
hegemonic masculinities both in their substantive materials
and in their implementation. The overwhelming influences
of the patriarchal construction within the society to the ways
people think, especially policymakers, community leaders,
and religious figures among others are assumed to be the key
root of the problem. In addition, religious and cultural views
approached as consideration in the makings of ganun seem to
display patriarchal perspectives that are not women-friendly.

Under such circumstances, gender stereotypes
based religious ideology which appears in the form of sex-
based division of labor and women's domestication, for
example, are evident within Aceh society. It has contributed
to the weakening political participation of women. In the last
legislative election in 2009, from 69 provincial parliament
members, only 4 women are now in the legislative seats.

Meanwhile, there is only one woman who now holds an
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important position in the top executive body as a vice mayor.

Islamictraditionsareinfactanimportantcomponentin
drivingpeople’s way oflife in Aceh.Inthisregard, exploringhow
Islamic traditions, understandings and practices contributing
to the construction of masculinities in Aceh is vital in addition
to the experiences of living through a violent conflict. In the
context of conflict, religious symbols were often used as a
source of fighting spirit. For instance, Aceh people involved
in the battle glorified the idea of martyrdom (shahid). Raising
children patterns also play a key role in transforming religious
values into certain masculinities construction. For instance,
lullabies and religious supplication (du'a) to accompanying
children before going to bed consist of sentences identical to
patriotic characteristics such as hikayat perang sabii (story of
jihad) and do da idi do da idang (songs for lullaby). It will be
interesting to examine how the use of suchreligious spirit has
influenced the development of certain forms of masculinities
within Aceh society.

Education environment is a key factor in transforming
masculinities and people’s ways of life in Aceh society. Within
the society, besides formal education, families are required
to provide religious education for children; there is a social
obligation of intat beut (providing religious education) for
children of 10 years of age. In such an intat beut tradition,
there is a tendency for families to send their children to balee

semeubeut (religious academic circle) so they can undertake
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religious education from a teungku (religious teacher). Some
parents also send their children to a dayah or pesantren (Islamic
boarding school). Hence, besides formal education, balee
semebeut and dayah/pesantren are among the most important
educational institutionsin transformingcertainsocial,cultural
and religious values within Aceh society. While it needs more
elaboration and deeper research, in general, it can be said
that balee semebeut and dayah provide learning methods and
academic traditions that promote patriarchal values of Islamic
interpretation. Such patriarchal Islamic interpretation places
men in a dominant position while domesticating women in
a subordinate position. How this academic transformation
of balee semebeut and dayah influences the development of
patriarchal masculinities and submissive femininity is an
important research subject on masculinities and being men in
Aceh.

In Aceh men predominantly hold position as powerful
religious leaders and ulama who have social, religious and
political authority to develop Islamic interpretation which
is formally implemented as local law that tends to promote
patriarchal views. Male dominance does not apply only in the
context of male ulama figures; but can also be found in the
production and implementation of Islamic knowledge and
Islamic law. Religious views that give greater authority to
male ulama possibly contribute to strengthening patriarchal
masculinities which place men in dominant social positions,

including in the family. These issues will be explored in the
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qualitative research as outlined below.

F. Understanding Masculinities: the Conceptual

I32

Framework

a

For the purposes of this research, we understand

mascul'ities in the following way:

e, (often
anideal)

, and, NN \hich they

'—*
=
0
w
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—t
=0
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In any settings, there are

. cthnics, I classes, N

orientations, etc. However, some masculinities have
more power than others, as well as power over others.
In any settings, masculinity which is socially dominant

over others, is called hegemonic masculinity;

Hegemonic masculinity is a cultural ideal of how

to be a man, produced by men and women. Much of
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the power of hegemonic masculinity comes not from
coercion (or eventhreats) but stems from awidely held
belief among men and women that this is how gender
relations ‘should be’ As such, women'’s practices as
well as men's produce the patterns of life in which

women are subordinated:

e. The globalization of ‘western’ constructions of
masculinity strongly defines hegemonic masculinity
as heterosexual. Thus, it is a powerful driver of
homophobia as well as source of resistance to
engaging in practices or expressing feelings deemed

to be ‘womanly’, particularly, activities of caring.

1]
0

B ccnder hierarchies expressed and

reproduced. Sometimes interactions with individuals,
i.e. a teacher, friend or a grandmother, can be highly
influential; sometimes its exposure to ideas, or a
particular life experience allows development of
particular ideas which might have been suppressed in

other settings;

g. Violence (or the threats of violence) may be used as a
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way of attaining ‘manhood’ or it may be interpreted as

a sign of failure to attain it by other means.

The conflict in Aceh affected family relationships
and dynamics, social structures, parenting practices,
culture, gender roles, and politics and, therefore,
gives impacts on the construction of masculinities at

multiple levels

G. Research Objective

The research objective of the study ish

. Aceh
. in order to |

d

I cender based [N (GBV).
H. I Focus and Question

Generally, there are four research focuses in this

research:

1. Perceptions on masculinities and their impacts to
violent attitudes and behaviors.

2. The influences of social, cultural and religious valuesin
developing masculinities and their impacts to violent
behavior.

3. Theimpacts of experiencing life in conflict situation to
masculinities and violent behavior.

4. The relation of raising children patterns and

I34

masculinities, and their impacts to violent behavior.
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These four research focuses are derived into following

research questions:
1.

rl

2. and women [N
B, ‘valuable man' [ ‘successful l? Has
B changed
I ‘success’ NG
.

3. N between IS

‘successful’ 7
4,

I *

5. I ——
I does influence N
I *

I. Study Area

B qualitative [ was conducted ] two study
sites, Bireun and Aceh Besar. Like mostly areas in Aceh, both

sites were affected by the conflict. Bireun represents a rural
area, while Aceh Besar whichis very close to the capital city of

Banda Aceh represents an urban area. Both Bireun and Aceh

1> Il




Besar were affected by the conflict and, therefore, suitable
sites for this research. Furthermore, they have a diverse set
of populations from which to draw informants, and could be
considered more widely representative of the conflict/post-
conflict experience in Aceh.

In Bireun, Liga Inong Aceh or Aceh Women's League
(LINA), a women's organization facilitating an empowerment
and advocacy program for female ex-combatants, exists.
The presence of LINA in Bireun helped a lot in observing the
situation and identifying social issues in the area including
those related to masculinities and violence. The data compiled
by LINA proves that many forms of violence against women
occur in Bireun area. The existence of this NGO also assisted
in the identification of suitable informants.

Aceh Besar which is located in a borderline of the
capital city of Banda Aceh displays relevant characteristics of
urban social life. Aceh Besar was the major areas that were
hit by the tsunami, and informants from this area were able
to give the perspective of a tsunami-affected population.
Furthermore, the increasingly conservative Islamic forces
are also evident in Aceh Besar which is found to be a central
basis of a terrorist group in Aceh recently. As it is very close
to Banda Aceh, the central governance area where political
and religious elites create a lot of influential policies, peoplein
Aceh Besar are assumed to get the greater effects. In addition,
as a mix rural-urban area, Aceh Besar displays diversity of

ethnicities and religions.
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J. Research Design

The qualitative research focuses on using life-history
methodologies. In addition, library research and literature
review play a crucial role in developing a more complete
description of masculinities in the context of Aceh culture
and tradition. Life history interviews were participated by 30

informantswith approximately 1-1.5hoursforeachinformant.

Interviews were audio-recogded on digital recorders and
transcribed. Interviews were

B to ) informant (Acehnese or Bahasa Indonesia).

1. Population

The study population was men and women aging
18 year old and above, in the study sites. The life history

interviews were focused on the following three groups of

people:
a. —
and/ I women and had lived

through the conflict.

b. Men who were known to display non-dominant
masculinities - ie. gender-equitable, involved
in gender-related activist works, non-violent
and/or engaged in roles usually associated with

women's caring roles such as nursing, midwifery,

- N




child care. Informants were chosen under several
considerations including sharing of domestic burdens,
not a perpetrator of violence, equality values in
raising children, and perception on non-patriarchal

masculinities.

Women who had experienced living through the
conflict.

2. Sampling Design and Procedure

I38

Thirty life history interviews:
Ten life history interviews with men who were known
to have perpetrated physical and/or sexual violence

against women and had lived through the conflict.

Ten—

B be display non-dominant masculinities.

Ten life history interviews with women who had

experienced living through the conflict.

The informants were_

NGO
N organizations NG
B women and I
N were NN were NN

N aere I—
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(O —
I masculinity I
|
- 001
|
B Inorder to getdiversity, at least four men
who were violent from higher social classes or who
were not so obviously ‘hegemonically masculine’ were
interviewed. Gossip in social networks was seen as a
good way of identifying them.
Thecriteriausedforselectinggenderequitable

men in this research are:

a. Men involved in gender work, or working in women’s
organizations.

b. Male gender activists - outside of their paid job.

c. Men doing traditionally “women’s work” - were

specified to local context.
d. Men promoting gender equality in any area of their
life.
3. Data Collection and Analysis Strategy

Data was collected through interviews, field
observation, and focus group discussions. The interviews

with 30 informants were conducted through the following

1- N

mechanism:




Each identified man was h voluntarily

I, that lasted for
. The interviews

were audio-recorded and transcribed.

Participants were not paid for their participation in
this research, however, as a sincere appreciation,
bungong jaroe (souvenir) was provided after finishing

allthe interviews.

The interviews were conducted in local language or
language that was appropriate to the informants,
and were transcribed in the language used in the

interviews.

The transcribed interviews were translated into

Bahasa Indonesia.
Furthermore, the data wereb

N and then grgup
analysis was carried out. For the group analysist
I was ———
N was analyzed IR
|

4. Data Management and Confidentiality

d.

I4D

Confidentiality of the informants was a key ethical

pillar of the research.
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Consent forms were not linked to the interviews in
any way. They were kept separately from interview

recordings and transcripts to protect confidentiality.
Consent forms were kept in a locked filing cabinet.

Names were not recorded on interviews. A coding

system or pseudonymwas used to identify informants.







RESEARCH INFORMANTS

A. Informant Coding System

As explained in the Introduction Chapter, informants in
this research were composed of three categories: (1) women
living in the conflict situation, (2) equal men and (3) violent
men. According to the ethical consideration agreed between
researchers and informants, this research would not open
informants’ identity. Therefore, this research reports by using
a coding system did not always present informants’ code
completely, but code of area, category and order of informant.

Below was the guideline to comprehend the coding system:

1 - N




CATEGORY OF
RESPONDENR

CODE OF
INFORMANT

CODEOF
EXPLANATION

T
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zm<Z0OS

0
s
(4%]
[

=

v
EIII
l‘:‘l 1
0

1%

| =
I
==
0 [ o
N0
wn |t

AB-W10-IC5

I = Biruen District
I = Aceh Besar
District

= (Women) or
female informant
W= First female
informant
W2=Second female
informant

Etc.....

SV = (Sexual
Violence) having
experience of sexual
violence

ICS = (in conflict
situation) women
living in conflict
situation

IB = (Inong Balee)
women turning into
widow because

of their husband
becoming victim of
conflict

EXC = Female ex-
combatant
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11

12

13

14

17

18

19

20

ErmE =g

Bl-EM2-ACT

_

I (Biruen
District)
I
B (AcehBesar
District)
)
Informant from equal
man category
EM1=First equal
man informant
EM2= Second equal
man informant

WTW=(Women's
traditional work)
informant who is
willing to share
household chores
ACT = Informant who
iswoman's activist
GEV = (Gender
Equality Volunteer):
Volunteer who fights
for gender equality




z —_— e
22 Bireun (Bireun
23 _________ District)
24 ' L ]
25 | I I (Aceh Besar
26 = _ DiStI"iCt} }
I :
27 [ | | Male perpetrator of
28 [ | I violence
29 [ | I VM1 = First violent
man
[ | Etc.....
E DV= (Domestic
[ | violence) domestic
30 I violence perpetrator
EXC = Excombatant
in the conflict era

B. Profile ofthe Research Informants
1. BO-W1-SV

The informantwas the oldest of seven (7) siblings (4 females
and 3 males). Both her mother and father were farmers.
After graduating from a State’s Islamic Junior High School
(MTsN), due to no longer fund she did not continue her
study. She tookinformalreligious lessons (beut)inan Islamic
boarding school (dayah) for about three years. Later on,
the informant decided to discontinue her religious school
for a while to follow a GAM military training, and then she

was finally enlisted as a member of female military force
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