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ABSTRACT

Name : Khasim Zamzami

NIM 210203088

Faculty : Fakultas Tarbiyah dan Keguruan

Major : Department of English Language Education

Thesis working title : Students’ Obstacles in Answering English Reading Test in
Senior High School

Supervisor : Syamsul Bahri, S.Ag., M.A
Keywords : Obstacle, Reading Test, Senior High School

This study aimed to identify the difficulties students face in reading tests. The
participants were chosen through a random sampling method. The study focused on
eleventh-grade students at SMA 7 Takengon because their reading test scores were
relatively low. A quantitative research method was used, and data were collected
through a close-ended questionnaire. A total of 61 students from three different classes
participated in this research. The findings revealed that a significant number of students
struggled with various aspects, including: 1) limited vocabulary, 2) the lack of Reading
skill, 3) the insufficient of background knowledge of students , and 4) external factor
affecting their ability to read, such as time constraints and a lack of motivation to
engage with the material.
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CHAPTER |

INTRODUCTION

A. Background of The Study

Education plays an important role in building the quality of human resources.
Reading ability is one of the important aspects of education, especially in the context
of English language learning and also the foundation of both academic achievement
and lifelong learning is the ability to read. It is the process of obtaining meaning from
written words involving complex thinking processes such as translating,
understanding, and critical evaluation. Reading involves interpreting and
comprehending text for specific reader needs. Readers interpret what is written text by
first converting it into speech and then directly to meaning. To comprehend written
text, individuals pasticipate in creative processes that make the text meaningful, which

is the ultimate aim or result (Cline et al., 2006).

Reading ability is a broad skill that involves many abilities, including
pronunciation, understanding of words, proficiency, and comprehension. The most
important aspect of reading comprehension is the ability to analyze information, draw
conclusions, and connect prior knowledge to new content. According to Sari et al.
(2020), reading was seen as a difficult activity, meaning that reading ability was a
specific skill. Reading and talking both involve the processing of information. In this

case, reading also requires rules such as the principle of cooperation, in addition to an



understanding of the topic to be discussed.

In high school curriculum in Indonesia, Reading tests are commonly used as
the evaluation method to measure students' comprehension of texts in English. These
tests typically consist of multiple-choice questions, short-answer responses, and essay
questions that require students to demonstrate their understanding of various text types.
A reading test is used to determine values reading is the process of looking at symbols
and comprehending what is written or printed. So, reading test is the process of
determining the value of reading skills (Dwiastuty & Nurjannah, 2016). Reading tests
are evaluation instruments that help teachers discover the strengths and weaknesses of
students, allowing them to modify their teaching methods as necessary Despite their
importance, reading tests can be challenging for students, especially if they are not

well prepared or lack specific reading strategies.

Many high school students face various challenges in taking reading tests,
including test anxiety, lack of effective reading strategies, and lack of vocabulary or
vocabulary-related questions that are very challenging for students, and lack of interest
in reading activities are also factors that contribute to their difficulties (Evenddy et al.,
2021). In addition, issues such as poor grammar and insufficient background
knowledge further complicate students' ability to comprehend texts (Zuhra, 2015).
Therefore, it is important to understand and analyze the challenges that students face

in answering reading tests in order to find the right solutions.

Researchers have investigated the difficulties which students face when



reading tests. Risanda et al. (2022) conducted study that looked into the difficulty that
third-grade students at SMPN 1 Bengkulu Selatan faced when answering reading
comprehension questions about report texts. Based on study, the most obstacle tasks
for students were making conclusions, understanding vocabulary, and locating
pronouns. These issue were attributed to a variety of factors, including a lack of
vocabulary mastery, insufficient reading strategies, and a lack of interest or motivation

to read.

However, since no research has directly addressed the issues experienced by
students at SMA 7 Takengon, and based on the researcher's field observations, it was
found that many students at SMA 7 Takengon experience difficulty in answering
reading tests. According to one of students of this school, reading is such a difficult
part of English examination. Therefore, this study aims to investigate the challenges

students have with reading tests.



B. Research Question
This research discusses:

a. What are the obstacles that students at SMA 7 Takengon faced while

answering to reading tests?
C. The Aims of Study

This study aims to investigate the challenges or obstacles that students of SMA

7 Takengon faced during reading test.
D. Research Significance
A. For teachers

Understanding the challenges that students face on reading tests can help
teachers, especially English teachers at SMA 7 Takengon, to create more effective
learning strategies. This study gives an understanding of common challenges that

students face, allowing teachers to adjust their approaches to fix these gaps.
B. For students

This study aims to investigate students' difficulties in answering reading test,
so | hope the students recognize their challenges and are able to overcome their

problems.



E. Research Terminology

1. Students’ obstacles

Students certainly encounter obstacles during their time in school. Several
internal or external factors may give rise to these obstacles. The Cambridge
Dictionary defines an obstacle as “"something that blocks you, making progress or
action difficult or impossible." Any problems or challenges that hinder advancement
are referred to as obstacles in this context. This study specifically defines students'
obstacles as the challenges they face when responding to reading test.

2. Reading test

Reading tests are a common way to evaluate students’ ability to understand,
analyze, and interpret written texts. These tests usually have sections followed by
questions that assess a variety of skills, including identifying main ideas,
understanding vocabulary in context, and drawing conclusions. Reading tests are
critical to evaluating knowledge and understanding, many students struggle to answer

the questions effectively.



	STUDENTS’ OBSTACLES IN ANSWERING ENGLISH READING COMPREHENSION TEST IN SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL
	NIM.210203088
	DECLARATION OF ORIGINALITY
	ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
	ABSTRACT
	TABLE OF CONTENTS
	LIST OF TABLES
	LIST OF APPENDICES
	CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION
	A. Background of The Study
	B. Research Question
	C. The Aims of Study
	D. Research Significance
	B. For students
	E. Research Terminology

	CHAPTER III RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
	E. A. Research Design
	F. B. Population and Sample
	1. Population

	Table 3. 1 Number of Students
	2. Sample

	G. C. Data Collection Techniques
	Table 3. 2 The Classified of Likert Scale Score
	H. E. Technique of Data Analysis
	Table 3. 3 Interpretation Criteria Percentage

	CHAPTER IV FINDING AND DISCUSSION
	A. Findings
	Table 4. 1 Percentage of Studenst Having Difficulty in Understanding The Meaning of The English Vocabulary in The Text.
	Table 4. 2 The Percentage of Students Having Difficulty in Guessing The Meaning of a Vocabulary Word and Relating It To The Context of The Text.
	Table 4. 3 The Percentage of Students Having Difficulty In Guessing The Meaning of a Vocabulary Word and Connecting It To The Context of The Text
	Table 4. 4 The Percentage Language Used in The Exam Text is Overly Academic
	Table 4. 5 Difficulty in Reading Text That The Text is Unfamiliar
	Table 4. 6 Difficulty Determining The Text's Main Idea
	Table 4. 7 The Percentage of Students Who Find Difficulty in Determining The Purpose of The Text
	Table 4. 8 The Percentage of Students Having Difficulty Finding The Text's Conclusion
	Table 4. 9 The Percentage of Students Having Difficulty Remembering Previous Vocabulary
	Table 4. 10 The Percentage of Students Having Difficulty Understanding The Various Types of Text.
	Table 4. 11 Percentage of Difficulty in Understanding The Meaning of The Question Related To The Given Text
	Table 4. 12 The Percentage of Students Who Are Bored in Long Texts
	Table 4. 13 The Percentage of The Time Given Was Not Enough.
	Table 4. 14 The Percentage of Students Who Never Understand Reading English
	Table 4. 15 The Percentage of Students Who Feel Stressed and Overwhelmed When They Can't Understand The Content in The Text.

	B. Discussion

	CHAPTER V CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION
	A. Conclusions
	B. Suggestion

	REFERENCES
	APPENDICES
	AUTOBIOGRAPHY

