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Abstract

This study aims to analyze the role of female religious teachers in addressing women's issues in border areas, with
a focus on Gampong Jawa, Kejuruan Muda District, Aceh Tamiang Regency. This area is a strategic border region
vulnerable to external cultural influences and marked by various socio-religious issues, such as low Quran
literacy, early marriage, and limited understanding among youth regarding Islamic law. The research method
employed is a descriptive qualitative approach, utilizing data collection techniques including observation, in-
depth interviews, and documentation. The research findings indicate that the presence of female religious
educators significantly contributes to enhancing women’s understanding of Islam through Quranic study sessions,
Quranic Education Centers, and other religious activities. Da'iyah are able to become figures accepted by the
community in fostering the religious education of mothers and children, especially in terms of Quran literacy.
Supporting factors include the personality of the da'iyah, the depth of their religious knowledge, as well as
community support and the existence of religious study groups. Constraining factors include patriarchal culture,
time constraints and mobility limitations of da'iyah, and insufficient oversight from the Islamic Sharia Department.
This study emphasizes the importance of optimizing the role of da'iyah in border areas to strengthen Islamic
da'wah responsive to women's issues, as well as the need for sustained structural support from the government
and society.

Keywords: Role of Da'iyah, Women's Issues, Da'wah in the Aceh Border Region

INTRODUCTION

Islam is the true religion that teaches true teachings to its followers. In Islam, it is taught
to do good and abandon evil deeds. Among the many deeds, preaching is highly recommended
in Islam.(Aliyudin, 2015) Preaching in Islam is an activity that is deeply ingrained in Islam
itself, and is clearly reflected in the life of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him). If
preaching is defined as a concrete action or activity, then it encompasses various matters related
to human actions. Therefore, Islam obligates every Muslim to preach. (Hayati, 2017)

In the process of carrying out da'wah, the role of a da'i or da'iyah cannot be separated.
The word da'i comes from the Arabic word mudzakar (male) which means a person who invites,
while muanas (female) is called da'iyah. In the Indonesian dictionary, da'i is defined as a person
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whose job is to preach, a preacher, through whom da'i spread the teachings of Islam. In other
words, a da'i is a person who invites others, either directly or indirectly, through speech, writing,
or actions, to practice Islamic teachings or spread Islamic teachings, making efforts to bring
about change towards a better condition according to Islamic teachings.(Chairawati & Putri,
2019) Da'i and da'iyah have the same duty, which is to call others to do what is right and prevent
them from doing what is wrong. However, various problems were faced by Muslims after the
death of the Prophet Muhammad SAW, such as the role of women in da'wah activities, whether
it was only within the family environment or whether it was possible to preach outside the
home.

As time goes by, the challenges of preaching become increasingly complex. This
requires the active involvement of women as preachers who call on other women, provide
religious knowledge, especially related to women's figh, and answer various issues that are not
discussed in depth if only discussed by male preachers. Preaching by female preachers is also
part of efforts to empower women in various aspects of life.

The uniqueness of women preaching also depends on their capacity to possess
personality traits, mentalities, and feelings that are more easily understood by women
themselves. The role of female preachers has existed since ancient times and undeniably
influences their surroundings. (Syahid, 2018) Through preaching activities, women can be
guided to carry out activities in Islamic society, which is one of the systems of every
civilization. Seeing the issue of women becoming increasingly complex in society, both in
terms of economic politics and education. This issue becomes even more compelling as gender
inequality—often referred to by society as gender disparity—continues to rise (Rinaldi Rinaldi
& Yulfa Lumbaa, 2024) ).

In Islam, equality between men and women is not only a matter of rights, but also a
matter of responsibilities and obligations. One of these is the issue of responsibility and role in
da'wah. In essence, Muslim men and women have ideal roles in conducting da'wah(Rizal, 2021)
Looking at the conditions in society, especially the increasing problems faced by women and
their openness to female da'iyah is more pronounced than their openness to male da'i. In such
circumstances, female da’iyah hold a strategic position as da’wah communicators capable of
addressing these issues without hesitation.

Furthermore, da'iyah also play an important role as partners for da'i in responding to the
increasingly complex issues faced by the Muslim community. Their presence is important in
strengthening Islamic preaching as a whole, especially in facing the social and moral challenges
faced by women today. The da'wah delivered by da'iyah can be more effective if accompanied
by a good understanding of da'wah methodology and adaptive communication skills, so that the
da'wah message can be received accurately by its target audience (Collins et al.., 2021) .

The Qur'an itself provides a strong foundation for this call to da'wah. Allah SWT says
in Surah At-Taubah verse 71:

And the believing men and believing women are allies of one another. They enjoin what is
right and forbid what is wrong, and they establish prayer and give zakat, and they obey Allah
# {3akis555.and His Messenger. Those are the ones whom Allah will have mercy, upon
@ #8 Je A G gaa e Al A3 55
"And the believers, men and women, are allies of one another. They enjoin what is right
and forbid what is wrong, and they establish prayer and give zakat, and they obey Allah
and His Messenger. Those are the ones whom Allah will have mercy upon. Indeed, Allah
is Exalted in Might and Wise."
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This verse emphasizes that da'wah is a shared responsibility between men and women.
Therefore, the presence of female da'iyah in accompanying the role of male da'i is part of the
implementation of the values of faith in society. In other words, both must work together in
synergy to uphold Islamic da'wabh.

The Quran clearly explains that there is equality between men and women in the field
of da'wah, especially in the position as subjects. Although religion has emphasized the equality
of women's duties in da'wah as men, the general condition that arises in society is that the
proportion of female da'i is very small compared to men.( Masykuroh, 2021) .

Outdoor preaching activities (in preaching assemblies) are dominated by male
preachers. Even women's studies are often led by male preachers. It is rare, even almost non-
existent, to see male preaching assemblies led by female preachers. Gender equality is a
condition that reflects equality in roles, functions, and positions between men and women.
Gender justice is a balanced process between men and women in obtaining
access/opportunities, participation/roles, control/responsibilities, and benefits for the
development and basic rights of both. (Adalah, n.d.)

Aceh is the only province that implements Islamic law covering all aspects of
community life and its apparatus. The implementation of Islamic Sharia law has strong
legitimacy, not only from a legal perspective, but also historically and culturally. Legally, it is
based on Law No. 44 of 1999 concerning the Implementation of Special Privileges for Aceh,
Law No. 18 0£2001 and Law No. 11 of 2006 concerning the Government of Aceh. Historically,
Aceh was the first region in the archipelago and even Southeast Asia to embrace Islam.
Sociologically or culturally, the customs of the Acehnese people reflect religious values that
are integrated with their culture. Border and remote areas, in particular, are the focus of special
attention. Given the conditions in these areas, it is easier for the principles and values of Islamic
Sharia to be eroded.(Nu'man, 2023) This opens up opportunities for the entry of foreign cultures
that contradict Islamic teachings, so that eventually these cultures can slowly dominate and
influence the local community.

The Aceh government, through the Islamic Sharia Agency, has established da'i
(preachers) assigned to areas prone to religious apostasy, particularly border areas and remote
regions, in accordance with Aceh Governor Regulation No. 54 of 2014 concerning Technical
Implementation of Da'i Activities in Border Areas and Remote Regions. Their duties are
outlined in Article 5, including: a) Fostering family-like relationships with religious leaders,
community leaders, and youth to the fullest extent possible. b) Enhancing the utilization and
function of Meunasah/Mosques as places for community activities, empowering community
members in developing the community's economy and organizing village administration. c)
Improving community understanding, especially knowledge of Islam, through practical
worship activities. €) Assisting the community in resolving socio-religious issues through
deliberation. f) Developing steps to strengthen faith in order to avoid attempts to weaken faith,
both from within and from outside. (Juhari, 2019) The main objective of this program is to
provide comprehensive religious understanding to communities that are vulnerable to outside
influences.

Based on statistical data from Opendata (2023), in 2022 there were six districts/cities
that became areas for the placement of da'i and da'iyah in border areas, one of which was Aceh
Tamiang district. Geographically, it is located at the eastern end of the border between Aceh
province and North Sumatra province. The community consists of various ethnic groups. The
majority ethnic group is Tamiang, followed by Aceh and Gayo( Zuhdi, 2018) In addition to
these three ethnic groups, there are also minority ethnic groups as migrants, such as Javanese,
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Batak, Minang, and Chinese. Specifically, the village of Jawa, Kejuruan Muda sub-district,
Aceh Tamiang district, was the object of the research.

Based on preliminary research, it was found that Gampong Jawa, Kejuruan Muda
District, Aceh Tamiang Regency, is a strategic area that borders North Sumatra. This
geographical proximity makes it vulnerable to outside cultural influences that have the potential
to conflict with the Islamic values applied in Aceh. Social and religious issues that have
emerged in this region, such as low levels of Quran literacy among women, cases of early
marriage, and a lack of understanding of Islamic law among young people, highlight the urgent
need for da'iyah to play a leading role in fostering the community's faith and morals. Therefore,
this study aims to analyze in depth how da'iyah play a role in addressing these issues amid the
unique challenges of the border region.

This search shows that research on the role of da'iyah in border areas, especially in
addressing women's issues, is still very limited. The majority of previous studies have focused
more on urban contexts. For example, Putri's study entitled "The Role of Da'iyah in Delivering
Da'wah Messages (A Study of Muhammadiyah in Banda Aceh City)". This study discusses the
role of da'iyah in delivering da'wah messages through religious organizations, with a primary
focus on the methods of da'wah used, rather than on social or geographical challenges.( Rizha
etal.., 2020)

Furthermore, Trismalia's research, "The Performance of Da'iyah in Banda Aceh in
Fostering the Role of Women in the Family" also touches on the involvement of da'iyah with
women's issues, but the focus is more on the role of da'iyah in fostering women in the family
environment, as well as being in an urban context with relatively adequate access to education
and facilities.(Subhan & Lagosi, 2018) This situation is very different from the author's research
area, namely Gampong Jawa, Kejuruan Muda District, Aceh Tamiang Regency, which is a
border area and has unique da'wah challenges. Meanwhile, Yati's research entitled "Strategies
of Urban Da'i in Implementing Sharia Islam Kaffah in Banda Aceh City" examines the
strategies of da'i in implementing Sharia Islam comprehensively in urban
environments.(Muhammad Yati, 2021) The focus of this research is on the strategic
implementation of Islamic law in urban areas, without looking specifically at how da'wah
strategies are applied in marginal areas such as border areas, and without specifically discussing
the role of female da'iyah or the social issues faced by women in these areas.

Based on several previous studies, this study is unique because it specifically highlights
the role of female preachers in border areas in addressing issues faced by women, such as strong
patriarchal culture, limited access to religious education, and the influence of foreign cultures
due to geographical proximity to non-Aceh areas. This focus is important considering that these
issues are rarely studied in depth in academic literature, especially those related to the context
of women's da'wah in border areas. This study not only examines how female da'iyah respond
to these issues, but also identifies the supporting and inhibiting factors in the implementation
of da'wah. These factors include the support of the community and religious leaders, socio-
cultural conditions, and the role of religious institutions and local government.

With this approach, this study is expected to fill gaps in scientific research and make a
real contribution to the formulation of more effective, sustainable, and responsive da'wah
strategies on gender issues. The results of this study are also expected to serve as a basis for the
development of inclusive women's empowerment-based da'wah programs, especially in areas
with geographical and social challenges such as border regions.
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METHODS

The approach used in this study is descriptive-qualitative. As quoted by Kholil, he
emphasizes that every field research is a method or procedure for exploring descriptive data in
the form of written words or sentences or verbally or behavior that can be observed directly.
Therefore, the consensus in this study is to describe or explain the phenomenon
comprehensively by exploring facts and collecting data in the field.( Ayuningrum, 2020)
Therefore, this study focuses more on the quality of data rather than the quantity of data. The
approach chosen aims to describe in depth the role of daiyah in addressing women's issues in
the border area of Aceh Gampong Jawa, Kejuruan Muda sub-district, Aceh Tamiang. Data
collection was carried out using several main techniques, namely observation, interviews, and
documentation. (Waruwu, 2024) Observation was carried out to directly observe the activities
and dynamics that occurred in the local community. Furthermore, in-depth interviews were
conducted with two or more people between the researcher and participants with the aim of
obtaining information. The types of interviews conducted by the researcher were structured and
unstructured interviews. Subject selection was carried out using purposive sampling, which is
selecting informants who are considered to have knowledge, experience, and direct
involvement in the da'wah program. These informants included policy makers, congregations,
community leaders, and village officials, consisting of two village officials, one tengku imam,
one da'iyah, five congregants, and one representative from the Islamic Sharia Agency. In
addition, documentation in the form of activity notes, recordings, and related archives were also
used as secondary data sources to strengthen the validity of the findings.( Waruwu, 2024)

The analysis process was carried out in three stages, namely data reduction, data
presentation, and conclusion drawing/verification. Data reduction was carried out to sort data
relevant to the research focus, data presentation was in the form of a systematic narrative
description, while conclusions are drawn after all data has been analyzed in depth to obtain a
complete picture of the role of female preachers in addressing women's issues in border areas.
To maintain data validity, this study uses triangulation techniques, which involve comparing
data from observations, interviews, and documentation to obtain valid and reliable findings.(
Zuldafrial, 2021)

With this method, it is hoped that the research will be able to provide a clear, in-depth,
and accurate picture of the role of female preachers in addressing women's issues in the border
region of Aceh Gampong Jawa Aceh Tamiang.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The role of da'iyah in border areas, particularly in Gampong Jawa, Kejuruan Muda
Subdistrict, Aceh Tamiang Regency.

To gain a deeper understanding of the role of da'iyah in addressing women's issues in
border areas, this study focused on Gampong Jawa, Kejuruan Muda Subdistrict, Aceh Tamiang
Regency. Based on field data collection, Gampong Jawa is known to consist of five hamlets.
However, in official government records, only four hamlets are registered, namely Lawas
Hamlet, Wetan Hamlet, Tengah Hamlet, and Poncol Hamlet, which are also the locations of
da'wah activities carried out by a da'iyah. The condition of the community in this region shows
significant progress, especially in terms of enthusiasm for learning and studying Islamic Sharia.
This is clearly evident among women, who play an important role as the first madrasah for their
families and children. Given the challenges of the times, women are required to have the ability
to educate and guide, in order to prevent various social problems such as early marriage,
unplanned pregnancies, and juvenile delinquency.
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With the presence of a da'iyah in the community, da'wah that focuses on women's issues
becomes more effective. Many women in Gampong Jawa are still illiterate in reading the
Qur'an, and knowledge of religious sciences among mothers, teenagers, and children is still
lacking. As a result, activities such as taking things that are not their property often occur. To
overcome this problem, da'iyah sent by the Islamic Sharia Agency became the driving force of
da'wah to guide and nurture the morals of the community in Gampong Jawa. The strategy used
by da'iyah in delivering the message of da'wah was to be directly involved in village activities
such as perwiritan, recitation of the Qur'an, guidance in reading the Qur'an for mothers, and
teaching at the TPA. These activities serve as strategic means to shape character and instill
Islamic values from an early age. The role of da'iyah is not only as conveyors of religious
messages, but also as companions and mentors for women in facing various social and family
dynamics.

The presence of female preachers has brought positive changes to the community,
especially women, who were initially largely illiterate in the Qur'an but are now able to read it.
This is in line with the results of an interview with the Head of General Affairs and
Development of Gampong Jawa village, who expressed her gratitude for the placement of
female preachers. "We are very happy to have a da'iyah in our village. There are many things
we did not know about Islamic law that we now know, especially in reading the Qur'an. There
is still a lot of tajwid and letters that we need to learn, and with the presence of this da'iyah, we
feel greatly helped," she said.

In line with this, the local Tengku Imam also said that the presence of female preachers
greatly helps children and mothers in learning religious knowledge and reading the Qur'an.
"Many women, including children, teenagers, and even older people, are still illiterate when it
comes to reading the Qur'an. Alhamdulillah, there has been progress. This is evident in the fact
that, by the grace of Allah (), one of the religious study groups established by the da'iyah has
successfully taught the mothers to read the Quran," he explained.

The village secretary expressed a similar sentiment, stating that the presence of da'iyah
is very helpful to the community, especially women. This can be seen from the khataman Al-
Qur'an activity, which is proof of progress, even though initially there were still many women
who were unable to read the Qur'an. His hope is that, in addition to nurturing mothers and
children through TPA, more attention should also be focused on nurturing teenagers. This is
because, according to , there are still many teenagers who have minimal knowledge of Islamic
law and need proper guidance so that they do not fall into deviant behavior," he said.

From the results of the interviews, it is clear that female preachers in Gampong Jawa
play an active role in helping women in the community. Other informants also conveyed the
same thing regarding the delivery of religious messages by female preachers. They mentioned
that not only female preachers, but also groups of male preachers were invited to give lectures.
Interestingly, the lectures were not limited to mothers, but also reached fathers.

The preaching material presented is inseparable from religious teachings, but preachers
often convey general messages to female listeners. Although the role of female preachers is
very much needed in conveying more detailed messages related to women's issues (feminism),
the reality is that there are still fewer female preachers than male preachers. In fact, women
who preach are often more in the public spotlight.( Membina et al.., 2018) . The Qur'an and
Hadith have explained the laws of preaching for both women and men. The Qur'an, as the main
source of Islamic preaching, explicitly explains the basis and methods of wise preaching in
several verses. The Prophet's Hadith reinforces this explanation with guidelines on how to
preach that can be followed by every Muslim, both men and women.( Syamsul Rizal, 2021)
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The role of female preachers in delivering sermons can vary depending on the place,
time, and audience. Sermons delivered by female preachers tend to be individual in nature and
are mostly aimed at women. Female preachers play a very important role in explaining feminist
messages or material in depth, while male preachers deliver them in a general manner. In social
studies, this gender difference has given rise to two major theories: the nature theory and the
nurture theory. The nature theory considers the difference in the "roles" of men and women to
be natural, while the nurture theory considers that these differences are not determined by
biological factors but by social constructs.( Rizha et al.., 2020)

The emergence of understanding among the community has limited the opportunities
for da'iyah to convey their messages, but there are slightly greater opportunities for da'iyah with
the holding of religious lectures specifically for women. Female da'iyah play a role in imparting
knowledge, both religious and other types of knowledge, and this is also done by border da'iyah,
namely Ustadazh Rabiyatul Adawiyah, a female da'iyah who plays a very important role in the
border region. She is not only active in imparting religious knowledge and other knowledge
through wirid and tahsin studies for mothers, as well as teaching activities at the TPA for
children. In her preaching, she often conveys material about the role of wives in the family, how
to educate children, and specific issues related to women. Ustadazah Rabiyatul Adawiyah's
role does not stop at teaching. She also actively reminds and advises the community when they
commit violations, such as taking something that is not theirs. This action shows that her
preaching is comprehensive, namely guiding the community not only through lectures, but also
by giving direct warnings and advice to avoid despicable deeds. She strives to preach both
verbally and through wise actions in shaping individual character and maintaining the morality
of the community in the border area. Therefore, for contextual preaching on women's
empowerment, female preachers must master this issue and be able to provide insight to their
congregation, all of whom are women, and who are generally in poor and very concerning living
conditions. Therefore, solutions and enlightenment related to this matter are urgently needed
from female da'iyah ( ). If these female da'iyah do not convey the issues and solutions, then it
is impossible to leave it to the male da'i (preachers) to convey them. This is because the
approach that should underlie these female da'iyah is sensitivity, which should enable them to
convey issues related to women.

Therefore, in Gampong Jawa, the role of da'iyah in delivering the message of da'wah is
not restricted. The community is very open and hopes that the da'wah programs implemented
can be increased and expanded. Although it is possible that da'iyah have limitations in reaching
male congregations, their role in da'wah among women is very prominent and the benefits are
clearly felt.

The significant role of da'iyah was also conveyed by congregations from Wetan Hamlet
and Poncol Hamlet. They said that with da'iyah, children could learn to recite the Quran, and
regular recitation activities provided them with religious understanding that they did not have
before. However, they also conveyed the existing obstacles, namely the limitations of the
da'iyah's time and energy because they have to reach many locations. As a result, in Poncol
Hamlet, recitation activities only take place once every three months. This makes the da'wah
process feel incomplete and still very much needed in a more intensive and equitable manner.

The same thing is also felt by the residents of Dusun Tengah. The presence of a da'iyah
in this hamlet is considered very much needed. However, due to time constraints and busy
schedules, the residents of Dusun Tengah can only attend religious lectures once every few
months. This makes them feel that da'wah activities are still not optimal, both in terms of the
intensity of the lectures and the delivery of sermons in routine wirid activities. Therefore, the
community hopes that da'wah activities in this hamlet can be further improved, both in terms
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of frequency and quality of material, so that the benefits of da'wah can be felt more evenly and
sustainably by all levels of society.

In addition, another informant, , expressed his hope that the preaching material
presented would not only focus on fardhu 'ain learning, but also cover aspects of fardhu kifayah.
Knowledge such as the handling of the deceased, zakat management, and figh muamalah are
considered very important to convey, so that the community has a more comprehensive and
applicable religious understanding in their daily lives.

With these findings, it can be concluded that the role of da'iyah in Gampong Jawa is
very significant in addressing women's issues. This includes aspects of religious education,
strengthening faith, and empowering women's social roles in the family and community. In the
future, support is needed for more structured and comprehensive da'wah programs, especially
in the guidance of young women, so that the da'wah carried out will have a broader and more
sustainable impact.

Supporting and Hindering Factors for Da'iyah in Carrying Out Da'wah Related to
Women's Issues in Gampong Jawa, Kejuruan Muda District, Aceh Tamiang Regency

The role of female preachers in addressing women's issues in Gampong Jawa has been
positively received by the community. This can be seen from the enthusiasm of residents in
participating in religious activities such as recitation of the Qur'an, wirid (prayer), and the Al-
Qur'an Education Park (TPA). Gampong Jawa itself has become an area that supports the
presence of female preachers because the community realizes the importance of women's role
in nurturing families and the younger generation through a religious approach. As stated by the
informant, the presence of female religious teachers is greatly needed because they are able to
address women's issues more appropriately and touch on their emotional and social aspects.

Therefore, the success of da'wah da'iyah greatly depends on their inherent internal
qualities. Da'iyah who have good personalities, are friendly, polite, modest, honest, patient,
trusting, humble, tolerant, and unselfish will be more easily accepted and respected by the
community. These noble qualities are the main foundation for delivering the message of da'wah
effectively.

In addition to personality, depth of knowledge is a crucial supporting factor. Da'iyah
who comprehensively understand religious teachings, including the Qur'an, Sunnah, aqidah,
sharia, and akhlak, and who have mastered other relevant sciences, can convey messages that
are easier to understand and more contextual. The ability to interpret religious messages and
provide solutions to the social realities faced by women is also very important.

Based on interview data obtained directly in the field regarding the opportunities and
challenges , one of the opportunities for the acceptance of the community is a determining
factor in the success of da'wah. A humanistic and contextual approach can improve the religious
behavior of the congregation. External support, such as the existence of majelis taklim (Islamic
study groups), is an effective means of strengthening da'iyah's dakwah. These non-formal
educational institutions not only broaden the community's knowledge of Islam but also
strengthen ukhuwah Islamiyah (Islamic brotherhood).

The presence of female preachers in public spaces, despite facing role dilemmas, is an
important strategy in strengthening the existence of women as beings equal to men. The role of
female preachers encourages women to improve their intellectual quality and participation in
social transformation. In this context, it is necessary to reinterpret the figure of the righteous
woman so that she can contribute more broadly, not only in the domestic sphere but also in the
public sphere, without abandoning Islamic values.
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Gampong Jawa itself provides convenience for da'iyah in implementing programs that
have been designed together with the Islamic Sharia Agency. This is supported by the high
enthusiasm of the community in participating in various da'wah activities. As stated by one of
the informants, the role of da'iyah is greatly needed by the community. Therefore, the
community hopes that da'iyah can increase the number of da'wah programs, especially those
involving teenagers in religious activities such as recitation of the Qur'an, wirid, TPA, and
encourage their involvement in various activities organized by the village.

In addition, the Islamic Sharia Agency also plays a role in supporting the
implementation of da'iyah duties. The Islamic Sharia Agency provides various coaching
facilities that make it easier for da'iyah to carry out their da'wah programs, such as providing
operational vehicles, housing, and providing incentives or salaries. These facilities are a form
of government commitment through the Islamic Sharia Agency in supporting the continuity of
da'wah in border and remote areas. Efforts to optimize the role of women in the implementation
of Islamic Sharia can be done through involvement in government structures and non-
governmental institutions, as well as competency development training. This provides a formal
space for da'iyah to empower women to the fullest extent possible.

However, female preachers also face various obstacles in carrying out their da'wah
programs in Gampong Jawa. One of the main challenges is the strong patriarchal culture and
traditional norms that are still deeply rooted in society. Some members of the community still
believe that women should only play a role in household affairs. This view often discriminates
against women and limits the movement of female preachers, especially when they have to
preach to men or convey messages that touch on patriarchal social structures.

This is in line with the statement made by the village secretary, who said that there is
still very limited space for female preachers to preach to men. According to him, the need for
preaching among men, especially in wirid activities, is also quite high. Unfortunately, these
limitations prevent female preachers from reaching this group optimally. A similar statement
was also made by another informant, who emphasized that these cultural barriers are one of the
factors hindering female preachers from delivering their message more broadly and inclusively.

In addition to cultural barriers, there are also challenges in terms of community
participation. Although women generally show great enthusiasm in participating in religious
activities, there are still some members of the community who are less interested, especially
those from lower-middle-class economic backgrounds. For them, economic needs often take
priority over religious activities, resulting in inconsistent attendance at activities such as
religious lectures and prayer gatherings.

Another factor that hinders the implementation of the da'wah program is the lack of
supervision and evaluation from the Islamic Sharia Agency. The lack of field monitoring means
that da'iyah do not receive maximum assistance when carrying out their duties. This situation
means that da'iyah often work without clear guidance or direction, resulting in the effectiveness
of their da'wah being less than optimal. In addition, several villages even experience a lack of
follow-up guidance from the government. This condition causes da'wah programs that have
been designed from the outset to not be implemented properly and continuously. Without
continuous guidance, the motivation and enthusiasm of da'iyah in delivering da'wah also tends
to decline.

Not only that, but the space for da'iyah to deliver their message is also very limited.
These limitations can be caused by various factors, such as bureaucratic rules that restrict
da'wah activities, socio-cultural conditions in the community that are not yet fully supportive,
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or other obstacles at the local level. As a result, efforts to reach a wider community are
hampered, and the da'wah delivered is less effective in bringing about positive change.

Overall, the lack of supervision, lack of ongoing guidance, and limited room for
maneuver are the main factors hindering the success of the da'wah program. Therefore, it is
necessary to strengthen the role of the Islamic Sharia Agency in conducting regular monitoring
and evaluation, increasing assistance to da'iyah, and collaborating with local leaders so that the
scope of da'iyah in can be expanded. Thus, the designed da'wah program can be implemented
optimally and provide maximum benefits to the community. In this case, one important factor
that the author observed is the lack of coordination between the local government, village
officials, and the da'iyah themselves. This disharmony has an impact on the ineffective
implementation of the da'wah program. For example, the scheduling of da'iyah activities in each
hamlet is not well structured and is not taken seriously by village officials.

In addition, the training of da'iyah personnel is still not optimal. This causes the da'wah
programs that are carried out to tend to be monotonous and lacking in variety, so that the
audience considers them to be the same as ordinary religious lectures. In fact, if their
management is improved, the role of da'iyah can be at the forefront in delivering relevant and
contextual da'wah, especially in border areas. This situation highlights the importance of
strengthening coordination between parties, as well as the need for ongoing training for da'iyah
so that they are able to design and implement more innovative, responsive da'wah programs
that are tailored to the needs of the community, especially women in border areas.

Despite all the challenges faced, the role of da'iyah remains a key element in addressing
the issues faced by women in border areas. Therefore, support from various parties, ranging
from the central and regional governments, village officials, local communities, to traditional
and religious leaders is essential. This cross-sector collaboration is important to ensure the
implementation of sustainable da'wah that has a real impact on improving the spiritual and
social quality of society, especially in empowering women as a very important part.

CONCLUSION

Islam is the true religion that teaches true teachings to its followers. In Islam, it is taught
to do good and abandon evil deeds. Among the many deeds, preaching is highly recommended
in Islam. In the process of preaching, the role of'a da'i or da'iyah is indispensable. The word da'i
comes from the Arabic masculine form, which means a person who invites others, while the
feminine form is called da'iyah.

Da'iyah play an important role in nurturing the community, especially women, through
da'wah activities that include teaching the Qur'an and religious understanding. In Gampong
Jawa, Kejuruan Muda District, Aceh Tamiang Regency, the presence of da'iyah has brought
many positive changes, especially in the ability to read the Qur'an, understanding Islamic
teachings, and character building. These changes are evident in the increasing number of
mothers, teenagers, and children who participate in religious classes, are able to read the Qur'an,
and are active in religious activities such as perwiritan, khataman, and studying at the Qur'an
Education Park (TPA). Their role is not only to teach religion and read the Qur'an, but also to
guide the community to behave well, avoid actions prohibited by religion, and act as a liaison
between residents and the government or religious institutions to fight for education and
women's empowerment. This success is supported by the da'iyah's polite attitude, extensive
religious knowledge, support from community leaders, the existence of majelis taklim, and
facilities from the Islamic Sharia Agency.

However, there are still challenges such as patriarchal culture that limits women's
mobility, limited time and energy, low interest among some residents, lack of supervision from
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relevant parties, and coordination with village officials that is not yet optimal. This study shows
that da'iyah not only deliver lectures, but also become agents of social change that empower
women and preserve Islamic values amid the influence of foreign cultures. In order for this role
to be more optimal, there needs to be special training to improve the capabilities of da'iyah, a
regular schedule of activities in all hamlets, cooperation with various parties, and routine
evaluations.

Dawah material should also be more diverse, not only covering obligatory worship, but
also practical knowledge such as handling the deceased, zakat, and muamalah, so that it is
directly useful in everyday life. With these steps, the role of da'iyah on the border can be
stronger, more sustainable, and have a broad positive impact on women and communities in
Javanese villages.
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