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ABSTRACT

Name : Umairahayu Sabrina

NIM : 150203155

Faculty . Fakultas Tarbiyah dan Keguruan

Major . Department of English Language Education

Thesis working title : An Analysis on The Perceived Influence of Background

Knowledge on Students’ Speaking Skill ( A Study at The Fifth
Semester Students of English Language Education Department
UIN Ar-Raniry)

Main Supervisor : Dr. Luthfi Aunie, MA
Co-Supervisor : Dr. T. Zulfikar, M.Ed
Keywords : Background Knowledge, Topic Familiarity and Speaking Skill

This study is entitled “An Analysis on The Perceived Influence of Background
Knowledge on Students’ Speaking Skill”. This study was designed to find how students’
perceptions of background knowledge and topic familiarity affect students’ speaking skill.
This study took place at the Fifth Year of English Student Department in UIN Ar-Raniry. The
participants were 10 students from this Department who had taken the courses of Public
Speaking. | used interview as the data collection technique and coding the data to analyze the
answer from the participants. Besides, oral test to make sure the students were familiar with
topic and the effect of topic familiarity in speaking ability was also conducted. It can be
concluded that most of the participants agreed that the background knowledge and topic
familiarity gave positive effect on their speaking ability. It influenced two components of
speaking, namely vocabulary and fluency. Hopefully this study can give some advantages for
the English lecturers particular and the English Department in general for the future.
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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

A. Background of Study

As a L2 English learner there are four skills that should be mastered by
a student. These four skills of the language, are; speaking, listening, reading
and writing skill. The students’ language ability can be seen how far they can
speak well. The students can be categorized as having well at speaking when
they are able to apply the speaking skills. There are six categories of language
element that influenced speaking ability according to Brown (2004) namely;
vocabulary, pronunciation, grammar, comprehension and fluency. However,
in this study the researcher focuses on two elements in speaking. The
vocabulary and fluency are considered as important thing in doing research. It
does not mean other components such as pronunciation, grammar, and
comprehension, as the unimportant things, but vocabulary is element that is

very influential in speaking.

English as a second language (ESL) and English as a foreign language
(EFL) learning vocabulary items plays a vital role in all language skills (i.e.
listening, speaking, reading, and writing (Nation,2009). Teaching words is a
crucial aspect in learning a language as languages are based on words
(Thornbury, 2002). To become a master in speaking a student must know a lot
of English vocabulary which will make easier for students to produce the

words to speak in other languages, while fluency refers to the ability how



“smoothly” and “efficiently” a second language (L2) speaker can on “a range
of topics in real time . Daniel (2015) as cited by Sandoval (2019) Fluency may
denote a degree of proficiency, it does not automatically imply accuracy, the

ability to produce grammatical sentences nor does it imply grammatical range.

However, as a second language learner (L2) speaking a language
involves more than simply knowing the linguistic components of the message,
and developing language skills requires more than grammatical
comprehension and vocabulary memorization. Teachers and students come to
language classes with conscious or subconscious attitudes, expectations,
interests, and needs. The focus in this research is only of one aspect that
involves to students’ speaking ability called interest. Interest is theorized as
both a motivation and an emotion. It means students’ interest is about student
engagement in learning subject. As a teacher should really cares student
engagement. One of the ways to engage students in speaking is to make them
interest about the topic. McCarthy (2014) said that student interest in a topic
holds so much power. When a topic connects to what students like to do,
engagement deepens as they willingly spend time thinking, dialoging, and
creating ideas in meaningful ways. Making learning contextual to real-world
experiences is a key learning technique with differentiating for student

interest.

Many studies have been done on factors influencing subjects’ language
learning. Establishing about the background knowledge as one of the aspects

should be considered in enhancing speaking skill for second learners (L2).



However, this research is to explore about perceived influence of background
knowledge on students’ speaking skill and the topic familiarity affecting

students of English Department on speaking.

In other words, background knowledge has a significant relation to
topic familiarity in supporting learners improving their speaking skill. In this
study only focus of two speaking components, vocabulary and fluency.
Therefore, this chapter presents the background of study, the research
questions, the research aims, the significant of study, and the terminology to

improve the readers’ understanding of study.

Some researchers have investigated the effect of background knowledge
in improving language learning in general, and learning language skills and
sub-skills in particular. Some specialists consider the role of schematic
knowledge as a determining factor affecting and influencing language
components especially comprehension. Background knowledge and prior
knowledge can be defined as previous knowledge about a topic, while schema
is thought of as a structure that is used for understanding (An, 2013). Scheme
is related to the experiences of someone that allows the understandable of
topic that have been read or discussed. For instance, Magno (2008) did a
remarkable research on factors influencing writing. The purpose of this study
was to examine further the role of cognitive and affective factors in writing
ability. The variables such as reading strategy, amount of writing,
metacognition, metamemory (cognitive factors), and apprehension (affective

factor) were used as predictors of English written proficiency among the pre-



university students. The results indicated that as individuals use reading
strategies such as understanding the purpose of the reading material, activating
relevant background knowledge, focusing attention to main ideas, evaluation,
monitoring and making inferences, the more likely they can make better
writing compositions. The reading strategies enable an individual to acquire
the necessary framework in building one’s vocabulary, comprehension,
spelling, semantics and syntax in language development. These prior skills

enable an individual to make better writing.

It means that a student's background knowledge is ever changing by
academic experiences, social customs, facts, or emotions that are encountered
and learned (Marzano, 2004). Background knowledge plays a significant role
in a student's understanding of the new vocabulary being introduced as well as
their retention of the word's meaning for later use. By activating students'
background knowledge, information is brought to the surface where it is ready
to be applied, used to stimulate questions, and build interest in the targeted
vocabulary throughout the lesson. Educators are able to use this knowledge to
guide learning and to help clarify students' misconceptions about specific
vocabulary terms. Making students having background knowledge bring
students' knowledge to consciousness and provide their learning of the new
vocabulary, while also increasing their engagement and motivation to learn the
language. Engaged students continually build on their previous background

knowledge and extend it by learning new information.



Therefore, in this study the influence of background knowledge and
students’ perception the effect of familiarity with the discussion topic on the
speaking ability of English Department student is under investigation. It is
hoped that the results of this study would cast light on this issue and pave the
way for prospective studies on the topic and eventually result in fruitful
findings to better understanding of significant role of the speaking skill in the
process of foreign language teaching and learning.

B. Research Questions

1. What are students’ perceptions on the influence of background

knowledge towards their speaking ability?

2. What are their beliefs on the effect of familiar topic on their speaking

ability?
C. Research Aim

To find out the students’ perception of background knowledge
influence on students’ speaking skill and the effect of familiar topic on
speaking ability of senior year English Department students in UIN Ar-
Raniry.

D. Significance of the Study
This study is purposed to find out the students’ perceptions of
background knowledge influence on students’ speaking skill and also to

discover the effect of topic familiarity in speaking ability of senior year

English student department at UIN Ar-Raniry. Finally my research can help



teacher to fix the problem faced by students in improving their speaking skill
and also would give solution of the way for teaching English as a foreign
language especially in speaking subject for junior or senior year student of

English department.

E. Terminology

1. Background Knowledge

There are some factors to engage students to speak English in the
class, one of them is students have to know about the content or topic first,
such as they have an experienced about the topic and familiar with it.
Gebhard (2000) points out that background knowledge relates to our real
world experiences and expectations that we have. This knowledge is very
important when we consider the language processing problems of students.
It means that students who have background knowledge of the topic will

easy to access the information.

To activate students’ background knowledge, teacher can find
some topic truly close to them, such as a topic they have had an experience
of it. The familiar topics will make students interest to speak because they
have some information about the topic before. Hence, they will be easy to
understand even a topic is delivered not in their mother language.
Moreover, if a teacher wants to build up students background knowledge,

he can give a similar topic to close with students’ daily life.



2. Speaking Skill

Speaking among the other foreign language skills (listening,
reading and writing) seems intuitively the most important one. As the
process of learning and applying the skills of oral English are so closely
related, classroom should be a place where the use of spoken language is
sensitively since it enables students to make connection between what they
know and what they are learning, and it is one through which they are
going to be judge while the first impression are being formed, that is why
speaking English is one of the main goals as second learner. According to
Brown (2001,p.140) Speaking is an interactive process of constructing
meaning that involves producing and receiving processing information.
Meanwhile, Kayi (2006, p.18) state that teaching speaking is a very

important part of second language learning.

Similar to listening, speaking is a skill which deserves much
attention every bit as much as other language skill are concerned, in both
first and second languages since in EFL classroom, teaching speaking
plays a great role for the learner’s good oral achievement. So, besides this
importance, it is necessary to deal first with what good speakers of a
foreign language can do. Hence, it was assumed that the ability to speak
fluently is all the time associated with certain characteristics to be owned
by the speaker. This latter is presented in the teaching of speaking, which
focuses of vocabulary and fluency so that the piece of the produced speech

as the native speakers' ones.



CHAPTER II
LITERATURE RIVIEW

This chapter discusses the literature review related to this study. It
provides a theoretical background of background knowledge and speaking skill.
Thus, the chapter contains the following meaning of two aspects above and the

components of both aspects as the focus issues in this research.

A. Background Knowledge

Background Knowledge is simply what is known or need to know that
will help to understand what just read. It also includes any life experiences
that would clarify the passage. In other words, background knowledge is
knowledge about something that someone had in his mind which supports in
getting better understanding of other things. There are three aspects should be

considered to activate second language learner’s background knowledge:

1. Making Connection to Texts

For foreign language student, they ought to have a reference to the
text by doing a schema. Chen (2014) as cited by Murtha (2017) Schema is
cognition a few things and people that are abstracted from previous
experiences, and hold on in Long-Term Memory. It can relate to the place,
such as someone who has been to a restaurant has designed that schema
supported individual expertise which may end in varied interpretations.
Chen (2014) explains that the variations between understandings of a text

can depend upon the readers’ comprehension ability, cultural level,



connected background and lots of alternative factors. Once student’s area
unit needed to talk up in the class they may not have a schema of the
subject. Therefore, an educator needs to build background through a text

before students asked of doing an oral speech in class.

Teachers cannot assume students come to their classrooms with the
specific background knowledge necessary to comprehend a given topic
beyond surface level comprehension. This will make students do not use
prior knowledge to make connections when they are gain some
information in a text. The connections between texts are what create
deeper levels of speaking to get understanding of the text told.
Understanding of text is relatively high when students are curious or
excited about the topic. Therefore, at the beginning of this study, I
assumed that establishing background knowledge would have a positive
impact on speaking ability. When establishing background knowledge, the
teachers have an opportunity to make their students excited about the topic
and doing an oral presentation in front of the class which can boost the

comprehension in speaking skill.

2. Vocabulary Knowledge

Building background knowledge creates the foundation that
students need. In order to make inferences to make coherent sense of what
is not being explicitly stated in the text (Neuman, 2014). When students
are exposed to texts, they are also given the opportunity to expand their

vocabulary and learn the meaning of new words. Words also have
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different meanings depending on how they are used in context and “their
meanings in particular instances are cued by the readers’ domain
knowledge” (Neuman, 2014). It caused the words meaning are affected by
the context used in daily communication. Where one word has more

meaning, when it is translated depends on the context applied.

Macis & Schmitt (2017) said that in EFL learning without having
adequate vocabulary knowledge, learners may not show the desired result
in language learning process and its competence. Establishing background
knowledge before giving students a task to speak is important to the
students so they are aware of the nuances of vocabulary words related to
the topic. Developing the domain knowledge provides the students with
new meanings of words which they can call upon when they come across
the word or phrase. Having prior knowledge of a topic allows the students
to use the appropriate definition of the word which is important for overall

comprehension in English especially for speaking ability.

3. Topic Familiarity

Topic familiarity has a demanding effect on the amount of meaning
negotiation that occurs during task performance (Rahimpour & Hazar,
2006). From the expert, we can find the correlation between topic
familiarities to the comprehension. Fukaya (2015) statement that topic
familiarity may have a profound effect on both learning of the content of a
text and incidentally vocabulary learning from the context; in addition it

also may interact with task condition in its effect on content recall.
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In this case students have begun to be aware of the case told within
the text. Therefore the topic of familiarity observed here could be a
scenario wherever been connected to the world expertise. They
need to gain some information concerning the topic. In order that makes
students able related to the topic during a possible way, not simply an
image contained in the brain. Familiarity with the topic makes them easier
to infer the meaning of unfamiliar words and to compensate for gaps in
information of the language. It can be started by asking students to read for
short print and electronic newspaper and magazine articles handling the
topics concerning that they have got some information. For an example,
examine a current event in their linguistic communication to make up their

background, and then examine it within the foreign language.

B. Speaking Skill

According to Thornbury (2015) speaking is one part of our daily lives.
In general, humans produce tens of thousands of words a day. In fact,
according to him, there are some people who produce more, like people who
work as politicians and auctioneers, who in their daily lives need a lot of talks.
Speaking is very important and natural, so that makes someone forget how to
bother to get this ability. In terms of obtaining the ability to speak, someone

must learn how to do "speaking" continuously in a foreign language.

Learning English, especially speaking is considered difficult for many
students. Grauberg (2015) revealed that many students considered the primary

purpose of learning a foreign language to be able to speak the language.
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Therefore, he continued, language teachers must help students to achieve their

goals by releasing all their best abilities.

There is one way to make it easier to master English, by frequently
using the language in everyday life. Thus it can be easier for someone in the
way of speaking so as not to stutter in the vocabulary pronunciation. However,
mastering the art of speaking is-the aspect should be consider of learning
second or foreign language, and success is measured in terms of the ability to
carry out a conversation in the language. Moreover, learning to speak requires
more than knowing its grammatical and semantic rules. Learners are also
required to have the knowledge of how native speakers use the language in the
context of structured interpersonal exchange. In other words, the learner must

beable to speak the target language fluently and appropriately.

C. The Importance of Speaking

Efrizal (2012) expressed that speaking is of great significance for the
people interaction where they speak everywhere and every day. Speaking is
the way of communicating ideas and messages orally. If a teacher wants to
encourage students to communicate in English, he should use the language in

real communication and ask them to do the same process.\

Richards and Rodgers (2001) stated that in the traditional methods, the
speaking skill was ignored in the classrooms where the emphasis was on
reading and writing skills. For example, in The Grammar-Translation method,
reading and writing were the important skills and speaking and listening skills

were not of great significance. According to Ur (2000), of all the four
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language skills called listening, speaking, reading, and writing, speaking is the

most important one that is very necessary for the effective communication.

The significance of speaking is indicated with the integration of the
other language skills. Speaking helps learners develop their vocabulary and
grammar skills and then better their writing skill. Students can express their
emotions, ideas; say stories; request; talk, discuss, and show the various
functions of language. Speaking is of vital importance outside the classroom.
Therefore, language speakers have more opportunities to find jobs in different
organizations and companies. These statements have been supported by Baker
and Westrup (2003) who said that learners who speak English very well can
have greater chance for better education, finding good jobs, and getting

promotion.

Previous research approved that persons cannot learn a language
without many opportunities for meaningful repetition. Oral language
interactions and the opportunity to produce the language in meaningful tasks
provide the practice that is very important to internalizing the language. Asher
(2003) supports the idea that very soon after teachers model the language,
learners like to imitate what have been said. It is caused the relation between
listening and speaking skills. When students speak, their speaking provides
evidence that they have acquired the language. This idea led some teachers to

jump quickly from speaking teaching to reading and writing teaching.
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D. Characteristics of Speaking

According to Mazouzi (2013), learners’ activities should be designed
based on equivalence between fluency and accuracy achievement. Both
fluency and accuracy are important elements of communicative approach.
Classroom practice can help learners develop their communicative
competence. So they should know how the language system works

appropriately.

The first characteristics of speaking performance are fluency and it is
the main aim of teachers in teaching speaking skill. According to Hughes
(2002), fluency is the learners’ ability to speak in understandable way in order
not to break down communication because listeners may lose their interest.
Hedge (2000) expressed that fluency is the ability to answer coherently by
connecting the words and phrases, pronouncing the sounds clearly, and using

stress and intonation.

The second characteristics of speaking performance are accuracy.
Learners should be fluent in learning a foreign language. Therefore, teachers
should emphasize accuracy in their teaching process. Learners should pay
enough attention to the exactness and the completeness of language form
when speaking such as focusing on grammatical structures, vocabulary, and

pronunciation (Mazouzi, 2013).

According to Thornbury (2005), learners’ correct use of grammatical

structures requires the length and complexity of the utterances and the well-
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structured clauses. To gain accuracy in terms of vocabulary means to select
suitable words in the suitable contexts. Learners sometimes apply similar
words or expressions in various contexts which do not mean similar things. So
learners should be able to use words and expressions correctly. Thornbury
(2005) declared that pronunciation is the lowest level of knowledge learners
typically pays attention to it. In order to speak English language accurately,
learners should master phonological rules and they should be aware of the
various sounds and their pronunciations. Learners should also know the stress,
intonation, and pitch. All of these elements help learners speak the English

language easily and effectively.
E. Speaking Problems

There are some problems for speaking skill that teachers can come
across in helping students to speak in the classroom. These are inhibition, lack
of topical knowledge, low participation, and mother-tongue use (Tuan & Mai,
2015). Inhibition is the first problem that students encounter in class. When
they want to say something in the classroom they are sometimes inhibited.
They are worried about making mistakes and fearful of criticism. They are
ashamed of the other students’ attention towards themselves. Littlewood
(2007) expressed that a language classroom can also create inhibitions and

apprehension for the students.

The second problem is that learners complain that they cannot
remember anything to say and they do not have any motivation to express

themselves. It can happen when teacher selected inappropriate topic for them
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or they do not have enough knowledge about it. Baker and Westrup (2003)
stated that it is very difficult for learners to answer when their teachers ask
them to tell things in a foreign language because they have little opinions
about what to say, which vocabulary to apply, or how to use grammar

accurately.

However, In English as a second language (ESL) and English as a
foreign language (EFL) learning vocabulary items plays a vital role in all
language skills (i.e. listening, speaking, reading, and writing (Nation,2009). In
speaking, Vocabulary is the most important thing should be achieved.
Vocabulary understanding is influential in composing sentences and fluency
in foreign languages. In translating a foreign language, the ability to know the
meaning of one vocab is very impactful on that. If even one vocabulary does
not know its meaning, it does not exclude the possibility to get incomplete
understanding of something being discussed or read. Thus, in speaking skill,
vocabulary is very important to get the fluency of foreign languages. While
accurate grammar is another thing that is needed in foreign language skill. In
speaking sometimes someone speaks not really grammatically. To understand
the context between the speaker and the interlocutor takes precedence. This
shows that the ability of vocabulary is more considered than grammatical

accuracy.
F. Factors Affecting Speaking Skill

According to Mahripah (2014), EFL learners’ speaking skill is

affected by some linguistic components of language like phonology and



17

syntax, and psychological factor such as motivation. Phonology is a difficult
aspect of language learning for EFL learners. As we know, English is not a
phonetic language. That is pronunciation of English words is not similar to
their spellings. Words with similar spellings are sometimes pronounced
differently because of their surrounding contexts like tenses and phonemes
that come after them. This can cause a lot of problems for non-native speakers

of English and they sometimes get confused in producing the English words.

EFL learners should have the knowledge of words and sentences.
They should comprehend how words are divided into different sounds and
how sentences are stressed in specific ways. In achieving the level of
producing words like native speakers, it helps EFL learner to get the fluency.
According to Daniel (2015) as cited by Sandoval (2019) Fluency refers to the
ability how “smoothly” and “efficiently” a second language (L2) speaker can
on “a range of topics in real time. Therefore, native speakers say what they
want without having any problems because they are familiar with the
language. If they have problems in expressing some concepts, they try to use
other ways of telling those things. They may make certain mistakes
syntactically but these mistakes do not change the meaning of the sentences
they want to express and this doesn’t create serious problems for the listeners
to comprehend them. But it different case to the Non-native speaker, when the
Non-native made a mistake it will have negative effect to the meaning and

understanding.
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According to Uno (2007), motivation can be interpreted as internal
and external impulses in a person that is indicate by the presence; passion and
interest, encouragement and needs, hopes and ideals, appreciation and respect.
Motivation is importance thing in learning a language. It is very influential on
students’ learning outcomes. If students do not have motivation to learn, then
they will not achieve the optimal result in learning. In learning foreign
languages, students’ motivation will encourage them mastering the skills such
as speaking ability. In speaking, students’ motivation to speak by using the

target language will support them to achieve all components in speaking skill.



CHAPTER 111

RESEARCH METODOLOGY

This chapter consists of some aspects of methodology including research
design, participants, and technique of data collection and technique of data
analysis used in this study to analyze the influence of background knowledge on
students’ speaking skill at the senior year English Language Education

Department in UIN Ar-Raniry.

A. Research Design

Qualitative research has been done to analyze the influence of
background knowledge has on students’ speaking skill. Qualitative research
utilizes small groups while a researcher observes the behaviors of participants
in an effort to answer a research question. Qualitative research is a research
which focused on analyzing the process and developing the understanding of
the case. Case study is a kind of qualitative research which made an object or
a thing as a case to do a research. In case study the first foundation is the
subject and relevance. In doing a research of case study a researcher
deliberately trying to isolate a small study group, one individual case or one
particular population and also in the design of a case study, the first important
thing is how the researcher addresses the study and make sure that all

collected data is relevant.
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B. Research Participants

This research was conducted in English Department UIN Ar-
Raniry. The subject of this study was students’ speaking skill. In this case, the
researcher chose students who good in speaking skill. Also, the researcher
chose the students in fifth semester, because in this semester the students have
passed some level in speaking subject, and also public speaking. It means they
have used to do an oral speech in the class. In this study, the researcher took
10 students of the senior year majoring in Education English Department as
the participants. In this research | applied purposive sampling to choose

participants for the research.
C. Methods of Data Collection

In this research the methodology was conducted by using
descriptive qualitative design since it was aimed at describing the conditions
that really occurred. As Ary (2010) stated that qualitative focuses on
understanding social phenomena from the perspective of the human
participants in natural settings. This research was conducted to describe the
influence of background knowledge on students’ speaking ability of the senior
year student in English Department. In this study, | used a participant
observation because the researcher collected the data based on students’
achievement in speaking skill or have took course of public speaking. The
main data was obtained from observation, doing an oral presentation and

interview.
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a. Observation

Observation was done at the first week, where | selected 10 of
students at grade fifth who has took subject of public speaking, then |
brought them in one class to test them speaking English by giving a
topic to present in front of friends. At the same time | observed about
what kind of topic that encourage them to speak in target language and

will make them interest to talk about.
b. Oral Presentation

Participants were considered to do an oral presentation in front of
class at second week. Topic was introduced to the learners to work on
for the following session. The participant were asked to get the needed
information about the topic through searching in internet, book,
magazine, newspaper and article that the teacher provide for them. In
this way they became familiar with the subject matter when attending
to the class for following session, learners asked to put their finding
and opinion of what they have read about the topic by present an oral

presentation.
c. Interview

Interview session was done at the third week of research, the
researcher used a voice recorder in order to avoid the miss information
that may happen in interviewing. This study used semi-structured

interview which the participants were given disorderly questions.
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There are ten questions in the interview that would be asked to them.
According to Dornyei (2007), semi structured interview is a type of
interview where the researcher prepared the main question to the
researcher could guide the interview as he/she wants. The format of the
interview is open-ended questions in order to give the interviewee a
chance to elaborate their answer. In addition, the purpose of this
interview is to get deeper information from the participants about their
problem or difficulties when they learn English especially in speaking

skill based on their experience.

In this research, the data was collected by utilizing observation,
oral presentation and interviews, since those instruments were regarded as
sufficient to investigate the influence of background knowledge on students’
speaking skill. In doing so, the researcher took three observations of
informative speaking which was done three weeks. To answer both questions

the data was collected by doing oral presentation and giving interview.
D. Method of Data Analysis

Descriptive analysis is a method that is used in this research
because the study is design in qualitative approach. So, to classify and analyze
the data, descriptive analysis is appropriate method to be used to explain about
the data. In analyzing the data from interview, the interview firstly was
recorded and most of their parts are transcribed and coded. Gordon (1992) as

cited by Amalina (2016) offers three basic steps in coding the interview data:
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1. Defining the coding strategies. It is a process to categorize the
recognizable characteristic of the respondents in order to identify their
superficial differences, i.e. student. The characteristic of student is male

and female.

2. Assigning Category Symbols. To perform the task of summarizing,
condensing, and storing a concrete example that falls into a certain
coding category, we assign an abstract symbol to represent any case in

that category.

3. Classifying relevant information. The actual operational steps in which
significant content of the interview are chosen, thereby showing the

category of relevant information into which theme it falls.

In addition, I gave different code while transcribing and coding the
data from interview. I gave “I” symbol as the code for interviewer and “P”
symbol for the interviewee. Next, the findings of the interview would be
explained as narrative explanation to describe the influence of background

knowledge on students’ speaking skill.
E. Brief Description of Research Location

This study took place at the English Education Department in
Faculty of Tarbiyah and Teacher Training of Ar-Raniry State Islamic
University (UIN Ar-Raniry). The university is located in JI. Ar-Raniry,
Kopelma Darussalam, Banda Aceh. The university is led by Prof. Dr. H.

Warul Walidin AK, MA. as the rector. The university has played very
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important role since it built as one of Islamic Education Institution in 1963. At
that time, the name was known as IAIN Ar-raniry. Then, the status was

changed on October 1% in 2013 from IAIN Ar-Raniry into UIN Ar-Raniry.

Over the time, the university has succeeded to prove the role in
building and developing the society. From the mission and also the alumnus
that has worked and spread in many governmental or private institutions,
nothing wrong to say that the university has become as the heart of Aceh

society.

In its development, UIN Ar-Raniry makes some progress and
creates some courses which are needed by the society. In order to complete its
existence, besides the university has undergraduate program, it also has
Postgraduate and Doctoral program. From those degrees, the university is
hoped will create the professional teachers, experts, and the ulama’ that is

needed to solve and to face the problems in this modern era.

To achieve the goal, English Education Department has set some
visions to create the people who are experts in their fields. It considered to
skills in English, such as listening, speaking, reading and writing. The students
in this department should be master of the skill even only one skill. In learning
process teachers use English as the language of communication in the class.
Making students get used to interact with English to gain them in mastering

English skills.



25

The faculty Education and Teacher Training also provides some
supporting facilities for academic activities such as large classroom, which
provides white board and projector; libraries which provide many books like
academic and non-academic book; laboratories for the science students which
provide all of the stuff for their experiment or research, multimedia rooms for
foreign language students which provide computer, projector, DVD player,
television, radio, and sound system; offices for the lecturers and the staff, and
canteens/mini cafe for all people in the faculty. These facilities can be the
factors that support both the students and the lecturers to achieve the goals in

the Faculty of Education and Teacher training.



CHAPTER IV

RESEARCH FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

This chapter focuses on the data analysis including the finding and the
result of study. In this case, | used oral interview as the data collection technique
to answer the research questions. The result of data analysis denotes the answer of
the research question and draws out some points issues for discussion. There were
10 interviewees participated in this section. Those participants have different
answers of the questions about the influence of background knowledge on
speaking English skill. In this section, participants were coded as ‘P1’ for the first
participant, ‘P2’ for the second participant and the code goes up to ‘P10’ for the

last participant.

A. Students’ Perception before Having Background Knowledge

Based on the results of interview, activating students' background
knowledge greatly influences their speaking skills. When they are given the
opportunity to talk about a topic or material given in front of the class, the
average student is able to present about the topic. They are being able to
compare something close to their daily lives to the topic given. So they feel
more confident when talking in front of their friends. However, it is different
when they are not accustomed to a topic being discussed and even they have
never gotten any information about the topic, making it difficult for them to

tell or explain about a given topic, which is caused by:

26



27

1. Lack of Adequate Background Knowledge

The results of interview show that every participant did not familiar
with the topic before they were given it. Most of them respond they never
heard and read the journals or articles that related to the topic. P1 said: “To
be honest I didn’t know anything about education system in Pakistan

because I haven’t read anything related to it”

Also P2 stated that this the first time she read the journal, and she
actually never knew how the system education in the second biggest
majority Muslim country:” actually I didn’t know about education system

in Pakistan, this is the first time I heard about it.”

2. Unfamiliar with the Topic

Thus based on the opinion of the participants above they do not
have any knowledge about the topic given to be presented. It is caused the
participants had never heard about the topic discussed making them
unfamiliar with the topic which made it difficult for them to do an oral
presentation in front of their friends as explained by P6:

Before, I didn’t really know about the topic but after you give the
journal about education system in Pakistan so after that I know
more about education system in Pakistan.

All respondents said that they did not know about the given topic,
when their background knowledge had not been activated it was very
difficult for them to talk about the topic.

It is clear that before they have background knowledge about a

given text it will be very difficult for students to share information
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contained in the text. It is caused by the lack of knowledge and
understanding of the topic provided by the teacher in the class, so the
students' speaking ability in the target language is difficult to achieve the
desired results if it does not start with a topic that can activate the

background knowledge of students.
B. Building Background Knowledge

It is different after participants read about the topic. They start to get
used to and familiar with the given topic and have background knowledge
about the topic discussed, so they find that the topic discusses the education
system which is the realm of participants now.. P3 said that:

actually before you give me the text about education system in Pakistan I
don’t have any idea about it, but after I read the text that you gave me

before 1 got some new information about education system and it have

similar problem like education in Indonesia.

Participants can gain deep understanding about the topic by explaining
the problems faced in the topic. P8 explained:

But there are also very different things about the education system in
Pakistan such as the gap in terms of getting education between men and
women, which in Pakistan prefers men to get education compared to
women.

It is clear that participants' responses are different from before the
background knowledge is activated. When they already have knowledge of
the topic they are interested to speak in the target language. . Thus the teacher

is easy to improve students ‘'speaking ability after activating students'
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background knowledge about teaching material. By activating their
background knowledge can engage students’ interest.

Students' interest in speaking using English is influenced by
something that makes them interested in applying the language in their daily
lives, that is, it can be started by giving a topic they like or something they
already know. P2 explained: This topic can make me adding my previous
knowledge, yes of course, I’'m interested because this topic similar with
education in Indonesia.”

Another respondent said he enjoyed the topic because he liked it.
And he believes that if we want to enjoy something we should like it and with
regard to this topic | enjoy it because | have a little background knowledge
about the topic is discussed in the class. P5 said :

Enjoy it because | love it, to enjoying something I believe | have to
love it. 1 can enjoy it because | already have little about
background knowledge in Pakistan. I’m very interested about

education system; also I’m the candidate of educator in the future.

Another participant added that speaking material that suited his
interests made him excited to find out more about the material and it was very
useful to attract the attention of students in the class in speaking using
English. P6 explained that:

Exactly I'm very excited when I read about this topic because I

never know or read about the topic before, after I read this and It’s

like a new knowledge for me , it can increase my insight better

when | speak in front of people | can use this topic to explain to my

friend.
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When giving material about something that students like will make
them more interested in discussing the material in depth, and makes it easy
for them to understand what the material is talking about. Give a positive
influence on the achievement and use of target language in the classroom.
And also the topic given is something related to the daily lives of students
which make them not difficult to get into the material because it is not an

unfamiliar thing with their field.

C. Students’ Perception of Background Knowledge in Speaking Ability
Based on the results of the interview from the question ": based on your
opinion did building background knowledge influence your speaking
ability?"

The participants agreed that having background knowledge of a
teaching material made it easier to understand the topics provided by lecturers
in class. They also argue that background knowledge greatly influences one's
speaking ability in terms of the target language. As stated by P1:

Yes, building background knowledge really influence our topic because
the more we know about the topic the more our speaking can be more
relevant and it really helps our performance in speaking because we
know what are going to talk about and we feel confidence when we talk

about the topic.

P5 also said that when we tell something that has a picture already
in the head, it is easy for us to convey it to others, because we already

know and understand the context being told. Likewise with P10 he said
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that background knowledge is very necessary in speaking abilities because
it will facilitate someone to retell about a topic.

Yes, of course. because | think background knowledge is very essential
for speaking, we can see that the more we know about the topic is easier
for us to read the topic and then we understand about the topic and try to
retell the information.

Having a background on the text or topic provided turns out to also
affect the motivation of students in the class. With background knowledge
students are motivated to speak in English or just to tell about the topic as
conveyed by P5:

Yes, the background knowledge affect me, for example I can look for the
word that I didn’t know before, about another components exactly
improved because when we look for the vocabulary try to hire from

recorder or Google and others, and | motivated to speak.

1. Vocabulary

Activating background knowledge has made some of their speaking
components increase, especially in the 2 components discussed in this
thesis, namely vocabulary and fluency. Based on interviews that have been
done most of them said that they are more increase in the field of
vocabulary, because based on the text provided there are many new
vocabularies that they have to find the meaning of first. That way can
increase the vocabulary knowledge of the participants. In this case P7:

Yes, I agree with this statement, I think when I don’t know what
the topic talking about I'm too lazy to read the passage and yeah

that’s all I think. In this passage I find some unfamiliar vocabulary
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so | translate them, then it increases my vocabulary that I don’t

know before then | become understand about topic.

Strengthened by the statement from P6 which said that having
vocabulary is stored in a person's brain will enable him to talk about
something especially in the target language.

Yes of course, last time | have present vocabulary acquisition for

yesterday , and the journal said that vocabulary is the rule or the

strategy that can help student in speaking. Background knowledge
such as you said before is very support me in speaking ability. We
know that we have many words or vocabulary in your brain you

can say anything, vocabulary is more influence but grammar is not

very influence to say something to others.

2. Fluency
But there are also those who get improvement in both components,
with a lot of reading it will also increase the vocabulary that we have,
thereby affecting the fluency or skill of someone in speaking using a
foreign language. P1 believes: “yea, I would say I’ve improved both in
vocabulary and fluency because by reading it means the vocabulary I get

the more fluency I will have.”

Based on the participants' answers it was found that when someone
starts to gain a lot of knowledge about the topic being discussed namely
through vocabulary enrichment. When someone already knows a lot of
vocabulary in a language, it will make them easy to understand about the

context of reading. Then it will affect the delivery of information obtained.
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It can give a significant effect on the level of fluency in the process of
transferring information from the speaker to the audience, especially on

transferring information using the target language.

D. The Effects of Topic Familiarity in Speaking

Familiarity about the topic is needed to improve students' speaking
ability in English. Topics that are close to students make it easy for them to
present or share information obtained because they are already familiar with
the material provided in class.

1. Gaining Students’ Understanding

From the result of interview, | found that students’ understanding
of the topic was great. They easy to understand the content and context
topic told about, as said by P1: “As I’ve said before cause I’m soon to be a
teacher, so this topic is quite familiar because I can compare this topic
with education system in Indonesia and that is how | became familiar with

this topic.”

To make students familiar with the material can by providing some
resources related to the material / topic so that it can add insight and
knowledge of students about the topic to be discussed, as conveyed by P6:
“T became familiar with this topic after | read it, I can comprehend the
topic, then I search many resource from another part and get knowledge
about the topic.”

As said by P5 and P7 that they can easily understand the text of the

reading because they already know about the country beforehand and have
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some friends in the country. So it makes them quicker to capture when
given a presentation text. Many respondents agreed that if something
familiar with their daily lives had a positive impact both in terms of adding
insight and in using target language. They are easier to associate
something new with something they already know before. So when given
the opportunity to present something new in public, they find it easier to
explain it.

In this case, Topic regarding their daily life or something that is
very close to students is the right choice for a teacher to engage students to
speak in English. Because the main purpose of the teacher is to make
students want to talk using the target language and make them more
interested in using the language in life. By providing topics that are
familiar with students can make them more quickly understand the text
provided, so it is not difficult for students to get the information contained
in the reading. Thus, familiarity with the topic is really needed by English
learners, especially in terms of speaking skills.

. Improving Fluency

All respondents agreed that getting familiar with the topics
influence their speaking skills. According to them when background
knowledge has been activated and they are familiar with the topic being
taught. It will make them easier to convey something in the target
language. As explained by P2: “Of course, because if the topic became

familiar with me, I can speak more fluent in front of people.”
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There is also the opinion talking about something that is close or
familiar with, it is better for students, than talking about something that
they did not know about it. P5 says:

Of course, because | am familiar with the topic so | can my word

choice and also it helps me because | already know about it. it is

talking about something we already know, it become different
when I talking about something that I don’t know, thus talking

something familiar for me is better than talking about something
that I didn’t know.

3. Student Self Confidence

There is also an opinion if the topic given is a familiar thing can
make him comfortable to speak in front. As said by P6:

Of course, honestly if I comprehend about the topic, after that | can

get knowledge about the topic, and | can speak up and explain to

people that is make me more comfortable and confidence to speak

in front of people because I’ve many ideas about the topic.

All the statements above show that the familiarity topic helps them
convey something in English. They become more confident to talk and the
things discussed are something they already know beforehand, making
them more comfortable in using the target language. This can impact on
students' speaking performance where when a speaker is confident in
delivering something, the information conveyed will be easily channeled

to the audience. They more easily capture what is said or delivered by the
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speaker in front so that it is easier in terms of channeling information to

the listeners.

Speaking is an oral communication activity that involves two
people or more and the participants acted as both speakers and giving
reaction to what he hears and contributes immediately. Speaking is as a
way of communicating between speaker and listener. Oral communication
requires speaking and mutual skills understanding between speaker and

listener.

E. Discussion

This section present the discussion based on the findings of the
study. The discussion is concern with the students’ perceived the influence of
background knowledge on students’ speaking skill. The finding of this study
indicates that between background knowledge and topic familiarity have

positive impact on influence students’ speaking ability.

In this study also found based on the results of interview prove that
when students have knowledge about the material being taught, it will
facilitate them in achieving the expected results. Especially in term of
influence students’ speaking ability. In the component of speaking, there are
two components which were considered affecting the ability of students to
speak English. The two components are the focus of this research. The first is

mastering vocabulary, from finding interviews, the participants said that their
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vocabulary is increased. It is caused by finding the meaning of some
vocabulary through a dictionary or Google translate. It can increase students’
vocabulary knowledge in their memory. However, in terms of understanding
the meaning of each paragraph, students sometimes did not need a dictionary
anymore to find information in each passage. The topic given is about
students familiar with, and they can easily connect to gain information in the

passage.

The second focus is on fluency, is something that shows someone's
proficiency in speaking a foreign language, how smoothly L2 can speak using
that language. In this research, it has been found that by building background
knowledge the participants can do presentations for minutes even though
sometimes there are still have words like "uhmm, aa, etc.” So the fluency did
not really get significant results among some participants. However, if the
participants get more resources about the topic and they get more time to read
about it, and the more knowledge gained the more they familiar with the topic
can make the participants more fluent in delivering the material or topic by

using the target language.

By bringing students become familiar with the topic, it will make
them quickly understand about the topic, so that the process of getting
knowledge about reading material is easier. However, in terms of the
background knowledge on students' speaking ability, there are some aspects

that must be considered by a teacher in the class.
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The first is the teacher must be able to provide topics that are
related to students’ interest. From the interviews we can find that when
participants are given material related to something they like, such as the
topic of their field, and then they can easily connect to the topic, they will
enjoy the material provided. Students’ interest is a thing that will engage
students to know more about something. When students interested of subject

being taught, it will make them feel comfortable of it.

Linking topics to things that students’ interest, it can have a
positive effect in speaking, which makes them motivated to speak using the
target language. Thus it will make their motivation rise because the topics
discussed in class are things they like. As one participant said, when he is
interested in something, he will love it. When he starts loving it, it will make
him comfortable about it. Similarly, in repelling student background
knowledge, the teacher must start with something that can make students

motivated in the teaching material provided.

The second is bringing students the topics close to their real life. In
research it is proven that topic familiarity give a significance effect in
students' speaking skills. After | did a research on this fifth semester student
also got the result that, when students are familiar with speaking teaching
materials, it will make them easier to understand about the topics discussed.
Even though there are of words in the text that must be sought to know the
meaning, but students will more quickly understand the entire context

discussed.
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In terms of familiarity with the topic, it is very important here in
affecting vocabulary and fluency ability. From the interview results it is
known that the participants are familiar with the topic given. Thus, when they
start reading the text, they have got an idea of what the text is. Even when
they find some vocabulary that doesn't know what it means, overall they have
obtained information in the text. When students are given the opportunity to
make oral presentations in class, it is easy for them to convey information
about the text that has been read. They begin to find out about the meaning of
vocabulary that they never got, it will increase knowledge about the
vocabulary of foreign languages in their memory. They can use the new
vocab then practiced through an oral presentation in front of friends. It will
make students familiar with the words and will improve students’ speaking

skill in the field of mastery of foreign vocabulary and fluency.

As a teacher who teaches foreign languages, it is very necessary to
bring topics that are very close to students. Align with Grabe (2011) finding
that the more one engages with a topic, the more likely it is that vocabulary
related to that topic will be learned. This is also a way to keep students
motivated in learning, especially to increase speaking skill using students'
foreign languages. In this section Topic familiarity makes students confident
to talk by using the target language. After the participants had an oral
presentation in front of the class, the researchers found that they were able to
talk about the topic given for about few minutes. In terms of internal factors

that affect them more confident in speaking. After getting familiar with the
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topics discussed, they were excited to find out more about what matters
contained in the reading text and also they were motivated in speaking by

using English, because they already have knowledge about the topic.



CHAPTER V

CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS

A. Conclusions

Findings from this study indicate that background knowledge can
improve students' speaking abilities. Provide good background knowledge on
topics that support giving greater familiarity to teaching materials. Thus,
making students familiar with topics will gain students understand the context
and content of each passage in the text. It also supports the delivery of
information to audience. Discussing about topics familiarity is an important
aspect in improving speech. Background knowledge that students have on a
topic gave a significant effect in speaking performance in class. This
knowledge allows them to clarify the new information obtained on something
that has been previously obtained.

In addition, background knowledge and topic familiarity also
influence the success of teaching and learning process and affects the ability
to speak in L2. Having background knowledge and become familiar with the
topic will attract students' interest in teaching materials and make them
confidence, and also motivate them to speak in front of people because they

have knowledge about the given topics.

41
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B. Suggestions

Background knowledge and topic familiarity are the factors in
enhancing students’ comprehension in second language. These factors should
be considered by teachers of foreign language. Both aspects could be the ways
to solve the problems for teachers to help students in improving their ability.
In order to achieve the goal and the learning process to run properly then it is

advisable:

1. For teachers should activate students’ background knowledge which can
support succeed in teaching and learning process. While bring up topics

familiarity can aid students’ achievement in subject learning.

2. For learners are expected to follow up the learning activities well and
continuously practice to speak by using target language in daily life so that

will improve learners’ speaking skill.



REFERENCES

Amalina, Z. (2016). The Attitude of English Education Department Students of
UIN Ar-Raniry in the light of theory of world English. Banda Aceh: UIN Ar-
Raniry

An, S. (2013). Schema theory in reading. Theory and Practice in Language
Studies, 3(1), 130. doi:10.4304/tpls.3.1.130-134

Anderson, A. & Lynch, T. (2000). Listening. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Ary, D., Jacob, L. C., Razivieh, A. & Soresen, C. (2010). Introduction to research
in education (8th ed.). Wadsworth: Cengage Learning

Asher, J. J. (2003). Learning Another Language through Actions (6th edition).
Los Gatos, CA: Sky Oaks Productions, Inc.

Bagher Shabani, M. (2013). The Effect of Background Knowledge on Speaking
Ability of Iranian EFL Learners. International SAMANM Journal of
Marketing and Management. ISSN 2308-2399.

Baker J., Westrup,H (2003). Essential Speaking Skills: A Handbook for English
Language Teachers. London: Continuum.

Brown, H. D. (2001). Teaching by principles: An interactive approach to
language pedagogy (2nd ed.). New York: Longman

Brown, H. D. (2004). Language assessment: Principle and classroom practices.
New York: Pearson Education.

Chastain, K. (1988). Developing second language skills: Theory and practice. (3
rd ed.). United States of America: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, Inc.

Dornyei, Z. (2007). Research methods in applied linguistics: Quantitative,
qualitative, and mixed methodologies. United Kingdom: Oxford University
Press.

Efrizal, D. (2012). Improving Students’ Speaking through Communicative
Language Teaching Method at Mts Jaalhag, Sentot Ali Basa Islamic Boarding
School of Bengkulu, Indonesia. International Journal of Humanities and
Social Science, 2(20), 127-134.

43



44

Keiko, Fukaya. (2015). Reading and Learning from L2 Text: Effects of reading
goal, topic familiarity, and language proficiency. Japan: Kanda University.

Gebhard, J. (2000). Teaching English as a Foreign or Second Language: A
Teacher Self-development and methodology Guide. United States of America:
The University of Michigan Press.

Gruneberg, M. and Sykes, R. (1991).Individual differences and attitudes to the
keyword method of foreign language learning. Language Learning Journal,
4, 60-62.

Hamzah B.Uno. (2007). Teori Motivasi dan Pengukurannya. Jakarta: Bumi
Aksara, hal 23.

Hedge, T. (2000). Teaching and Learning in the Language Classroom. Oxford:
Oxford University Press.

Hughes, R,. & Reed, B.S. (2016). Teaching and Researching Speaking: Taylor
and Francias.

Magno, Carlo.(2008). Reading Strategy, Amount of Writing, Metacognition,
Metamemory, and Apprehension as Predictors of English Written
Proficiency. De La Salle University Manila. Asian EFL Journal. Professional
Teaching Atrticles.

Jacobsen, David A, Paul Eggen and Donald Kauchak. (2009). Methos for
Teaching: Promoting Student Learning in Classroom. New Jersey: Pearson
Education Inc.

Jehanzeb. (2019). What are The Aspects Affecting The Usage of English
Language: students’ perspective in Saudi Arabia. International Journal of
Scientific Research and Engineering Development. 2:2

John McCarthy. (2014). Learners interest matters strategies for empowering
student choice. Retrieved from https://www.edutopia.org/blog/differentiated-
instruction-learner-interest-matters-john-mccarthy

Kayi, Hayriye. (2006). Teaching Speaking: Activities to Promote Speaking in
Second Language. Retrieved from http://iteslj.org/Techniques/Kayi-
TeachingSpeaking.html

Littlewood, W. (2007). Communicative Language Teaching. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press


https://www.edutopia.org/blog/differentiated-instruction-learner-interest-matters-john-mccarthy
https://www.edutopia.org/blog/differentiated-instruction-learner-interest-matters-john-mccarthy
http://iteslj.org/Techniques/Kayi-TeachingSpeaking.html
http://iteslj.org/Techniques/Kayi-TeachingSpeaking.html

45

Macis, M., & Schmitt, N. (2017). Not just ‘small potatoes’: Knowledge of The
Idiomatic Meanings of Collocations. Language Teaching Research, 21(3),
142.

Mabhripah, S. (2014). Exploring Factors Affecting EFL Learners’ Speaking
Performance: from Theories into Practices. The 3rd UAD TEFL International
Conference “Materials Development in Asia and Beyond: Directions, Issues,
and Challenges.” English Education Department, Universitas Ahmad Dahlan,
Yogyakarta, Indonesia.

Magno, Carlo. (2008). Reading Strategy, Amount of Writing, Metacognition,
Metamemory, and Apprehension as Predictors of English Written
Proficiency. De La Salle University Manila. Asian EFL Journal Professional
Teaching Articles.

Mall Amiri, B. (2006). Speaking in English. Foreign Language Teaching Journal,
20(2), 28-34.

Marzano, R.J. (2001), Designing a New Taxonomy of Educational Objectives.
Corwin Press.

Mazouzi, S. (2013). Analysis of Some Factors Affecting Learners’ Oral
Performance. A Case Study: 3rd Year Pupils of Menaa’s Middle Schools. M.
A. Dissertation, Department of Foreign Languages, English Division, Faculty
of Letters and Languages, Mohamed Khider University of Biskra, People’s
Democratic Republic of Algeria.

Murtha, J. (2017). Background Knowledge: a study on the effects of Background
Knowledge has on comprehension. Rowan University.

Nation,l.S.P.(2001).Learning vocabulary in another language. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press.

Nation,l.S.P., & Newton, J. (2009). Teaching ESL/EFL Listening and Speaking.
ESL & Applied Linguistics Professional Series. Routledge Taylor & Francis
Group

Neuman, S. B., Kaefer, T., & Pinkham, A. (2014). Building Background
Knowledge. The Reading Teacher, 68(2), 145-148. doi:10.1002/trtr.1314

Richards, J. C., & Rodgers, T. S. (2001). Approaches and Methods in Language
Teaching. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.



46

Schmidt-Rinehart, B. C. (1994). The Effects of Topic Familiarity on Second
Language Listening Comprehension. The Modern Language Journal 78 (2),
179-198.

Sadighi, S. & Zare, S. (2006). Is listening comprehension influenced by the
background knowledge of the learners? A case study of Iranian EFL learners.
The linguistics Journal, 1, 1-11.

Sandoval, Eva. (2019). How do we measure English fluency?. Retrieved from
https://www.mailfixersays.com/single-post/

Thornbury,S.(2005). How to teach speaking. Harlow, England: Longman.

Tuan NH, Mai TN. (2015). Factors Affecting Students’ Speaking Performance at
LE ThanhHien High School. Asian Journal of Educational Research, 3(2), 8-
23.

Ur, P. (2000). A Course in Language Teaching: Practice and Theory. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press.


https://www.mailfixersays.com/single-post/

gk e

INTERVIEW GUIDANCE

What did you know about the topic?

How are you enjoying the topic?

How you became familiar with this topic?

Did you think the familiar topics help you in speaking performance?
Based on your opinion did building background knowledge influence your
speaking ability?

What skill that you think has improved a lot between vocabulary and
fluency?
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