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I. The Theoretical Framework of the Conference
Renaissance Questions and Conditions
How do societies and nations rise and achieve a leading position and civilizational influence? How do they fall 
and lose their civilizational renaissance, and become humiliated and culturally subordinated? Why did Muslim 
societies lose their civilizational renaissance? What are the consequences? How can these societies regain their 
civilizational renaissance?

These are the crucial questions of the important reference book, The Conditions of the Renaissance, which was 
published 70 years ago by the prominent thinker, Malek Bennabi. The author was concerned with the conditions 
of civilizational renaissance of contemporary Muslim societies and the threats posed by the materialistic and 
imperialistic contemporary Western civilizations.

In spite of the important scientific and functional value of this excellent reference book, most intellectual, political, 
and social elites in modern Muslim societies did not pay attention nor did they value it. There were even those 
who incited against it; thus the Muslim Ummah/nation did not benefit from it, likewise it did not benefit from Ibn 
Khaldun’s The Introduction.

What is strange is the society for which this important intellectual project was born and directed to was the 
Algerian society, since the first edition of the book was entitled The Conditions of the Algerian Renaissance. 
However, the Algerian society has not benefited from this project, but instead the author had been subjugated to 
security follow-ups and harassment for a period and then his case turned into a national issue. In addition, many 
parties have worked to besiege and obscure Malek Bennabi and his thoughts, and prevent them from reaching out 
to the new generations. But the steadfastness of this thinker and his insistence on communicating his ideas and 
his project to the generations by all available means have led to the failure of their plans and efforts.

The Stupor of the Muslim Ummah on Ibn Khaldun’s book, The Introduction
The project of Malek Bennabi was marginalized and neglected in a similar way to Ibn Khaldun’s project, which 
was dominated by the culture of fragmentation, indoctrination, and superstition. This is what has so far prevented 
the Muslim Ummah from correcting, renewing, and building its civilizational renaissance on sound and solid 
foundations, despite the great importance of this project at the scientific and methodological levels.

Should the project of Ibn Khaldun’s The Introduction and its scientific approach have been known, the awareness 
of it would have been broadened, rooted scientifically, methodologically, culturally, socially, and politically; and the 
process of Islamic civilizational renaissance would have been radically transformed. Consequently, the path of 
this process would have endured in human history and the Muslim Ummah, and humanity would have reaped its 
benefits extensively.

The Ummah and Humanity’s Loss from the Suspension of Ibn Khaldun’s Universal Project
There is no doubt that the Muslim Ummah in particular and the humanity in general have lost much due to 
the interruption of the balanced global intellectual and methodological project launched by Ibn Khaldun’s The 
Introduction, which tried to create a breakthrough in the Islamic as well as human knowledge and culture.

What happened was that the Ummah and humanity suffered from dualism and the exhausting repulsion between 
materialism and spirituality, religiosity and the world, individual and collective, secularism and Islamic, ethical 
and unethical, tyranny and freedom, humanism and brutality, and human nature/fitra and abnormality. This could 
essentially be attributed to the worldview upon which the individuals and societies’ knowledge and theological, 
cultural, and social systems are based.

Many of these worldviews are based on non-universal knowledge and cultural principles, or based on a partial 
and contradictory universal knowledge and cultural principles that are excluding, marginalizing, opposing, and 
exhausting to each other. This is so at a time when human life needs to be balanced, integrated, and magnified 
in its effectiveness, its usefulness, and its civilizational blessings. This is in order to be inclusive and maintain 
a balanced universal culture and knowledge that covers all aspects of this life and ensures its intellectual, 
psychological, spiritual, behavioral, social, and universal balanced development, which is free from dualism and 
the exhausting repulsion, antagonism, and exhaustion.

This project, which was launched by The Introduction, revealed that the knowledge and cultural system of the 
Muslim Ummah and humanity lacks comprehensiveness, and it is not an integrated and inclusive universal and 
balanced culture. Thus, it is incapable of providing the person with the comprehensive knowledge of the universe 
by which he could construct his perspective, and the rightly balanced universal vision which matches the facts of 
things and human nature that they already have.

These universal data, which influence the construction of the comprehensive and balanced universal visions, have 
been divided into four holistic and complementary systems of universal rules concerning the universe, humans, 
guidance, and support. Ibn Khaldun’s The Introduction departs from this thesis and asserts it because of its root 
in the Qur’anic global and balanced vision. This vision recognizes all these four universal systems, and gives 
each one of them its own independent status, term of reference, and authority that is undisputed by other global 
systems, when it comes to its purpose of existence and what was placed under its authority.

The consciousness of the four universal systems was fragmented into the contemporary Islamic or general 
human knowledge and culture. They focused the attention of each community system on one or two systems 
of the four global systems at most, and the rest of the systems have been excluded or marginalized. Human life, 
knowledge movement, and cultural and social aspects of these societies were built on this fragmented non-
reconciliatory basis.

The result of all this has been more dualism, heterogeneity, and chaos in knowledge, culture, psychology, behavior, 
and social and civilizational exhaustion.

The Conditions of the Renaissance and the Continuance of Ibn Khaldun’s Methodology
The great importance of the project of The Conditions of the Renaissance stems from the context of re-linking the 
historical cycles of knowledge, culture, and methodology of the Muslim Ummah and humanity.

The book, The Conditions of the Renaissance, and its cultural project is a natural continuance of Ibn Khaldun’s 
book, The Introduction and its cultural project. Both projects move towards the emphasis on the comprehensive 
Qur’anic worldview on the movement of life and the general laws governing its civilizational processes.

Hence, the importance of the interest in this reference book, The Introduction, is in terms of methodology, and 
everything that moves in the forefront of knowledge and culture of Islam and humanity in general. This is in order 
to achieve the required human balance of knowledge and culture, which in turn helps achieve the integration and 
balance in personality and performance of the self and social at the end of the day. This is, in fact, the goal of all 
human societies.

Our Duty Towards this Line of Knowledge and Methodology in the Islamic Culture and Humanity
This conference celebrates the occasion of the 70th anniversary of the publication of this important reference 
project, in which the author was able to connect it with Ibn Khaldun’s project, restore its vitality, expand the circle 
of vision and deepen it, and raise it from the level of the narrow tribal or political circle to the level of the general 
public civilizational circle. This enables the individual, the tribe, the authority, the state, the society, and the Muslim 
Ummah to move within its laws and influencing factors. Based on this, the fate of human societies in this world, 
and the destinies of individuals in the next world of the unseen, are determined. We should look at the structure 
of this project and consider ways to implement it in our contemporary reality to achieve the desired civilizational 
renaissance.

II. The Conference Nature and Thesis
On the occasion of the 70th anniversary of the publication of the book, The Conditions of the Renaissance, the 
College of Islamic Studies (CIS) at Hamad bin Khalifa University (HBKU) is pleased to announce the convening 
of this International Conference for an inclusive, in-depth, and integrated evaluation of this book, as well as 
to facilitate a comprehensive academic dialogue and debate on the Renaissance project within the global 
laws (Sunna) that Malek Bennabi adhered to and incorporated in his methodology and systematic study of the 
intellectual, cultural, social, and civilizational phenomena.
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The organizers hope that the conference will be a platform for scholars, thinkers, and researchers to study the 
intellectual project of Malek Bennabi, carry out a progressive evaluation of the Renaissance project and its thesis, 
and envisage the prospects for its development. This helps our societies to move from unsystematic and partial 
handling of its renaissance problems to the scientific approach, which is based on the enactment of God’s global 
laws (Sunna) in humans’ past, present, and future. Ultimately, it should change the reality of Muslim societies 
towards achieving sovereignty and independence, civilizational leadership, and restoring its vibrant role in the 
international community.

Therefore, the organizers of the conference invited outstanding scholars, intellectuals, and leaders in the Muslim 
Ummah to write in one of the themes of the conference, as well as invite scholars and researchers from all over 
the world to submit their well-thought papers.

The study and evaluation process was based on the following questions:

1. How did Malek Bennabi build his project of the conditions of civilizational renaissance? How did he diagnose 
and analyze the civilizational crisis of the Ummah? What are the results? What are the methodological and 
scientific tools used in that diagnosis and in reaching those results?

2. What is the credibility of the diagnosis presented by Malek Bennabi of the situation of the Ummah and its 
civilizational crisis? What is the credibility of the results of that diagnosis? What is the scientific credibility 
of the methodology, which he used in his diagnosis?

3. How did Malek Bennabi diagnose the experience of contemporary human civilization? What were his findings? 
Is the modern civilization in a natural state or in crisis? What is the credibility of the diagnosis presented by 
Malek Bennabi in the project of the conditions of the renaissance for the crisis of the human civilization?

4. Did Malek Bennabi develop a theory in the philosophy of history and civilization and the conditions of 
civilizational renaissance? What are the characteristics of this theory? What is the scientific credibility of it?

5. What remained valid and useful from the project of The Conditions of the Renaissance at the level of ideas, 
terminologies, methodology, and projects?

6. To what extent did the intellectual, political, and social elite in Muslim societies know about the intellectual 
project presented by the book, The Conditions of the Renaissance? What controversies did he make? To what 
extent did the elite benefited from it? What are the intellectual, psychological, social, and political obstacles 
that have prevented and continued to prevent awareness of and benefited from this project?

7. What should we do to raise awareness of this intellectual project, at the level of universities and educational, 
cultural, social, and political institutions in general?

8. Is it possible to create a glossary or a concise dictionary for the terminologies and concepts invented by Malek 
Bennabi, so that those who read and understand them can deeply understand Malek Bennabi’s thought and his 
project of civilizational renaissance?

9. Is it possible to develop a glossary or a list of central topics in Malek Bennabi’s thought, which can be 
developed to in-depth studies at the level of university research or public scientific research?

10. What are the best means to understand The Conditions of the Renaissance’s thought?

III. The Conference Themes & Streams
The questions mentioned are categorized in the following main themes, and were addressed within the framework 
of Malek Bennabi’s thought in general, and the project, The Conditions of the Renaissance, in particular:

Theme 1:  The Question of Methodology and Terminology 
Theme 2: The Question of Faith and Freedom
Theme 3:  The Question of Culture and Development 
Theme 4:  The Question of History and Memory 
Theme 5:  The Question of the Relationship with the Western Civilization 
Theme 6:  The Question of the Future and Unity

IV. The Organizing Committee
 ` Prof. Dr. Emad El-Din Shahin   (Dean, College of Islamic Studies, and President of the Conference)
 ` Dr. Badrane Benlahcene   (Chairman)
 ` Prof. Dr. Ibrahim Mohamed Zein (Member)
 ` Dr. Mohamed El-Moctar Al-Shinqiti (Member)
 ` Dr. Fethi B. Jomaa Ahmed  (Member, Chair of Program Committee)
 ` Abeer A. Fanous   (Committee Coordinator, Chair of Logistics Subcommittee)
 ` Sabika Shaban   (VIP, Media & Public Relations Lead)

Logistics Subcommittee (Student Volunteers):
 ` Bushra Salaebing  
 ` Elvira Kulieva
 ` Ismail Murutha
 ` Mohammad Alazemi 
 ` Munirah Salaebing

V. Scientific Committee 
 ` Prof. Dr. Ibrahim Mohamed Zein (Chairman)
 ` Dr. Badrane Benlahcene   (Member)
 ` Dr. Mohamed El-Moctar Al-Shinqiti (Member)
 ` Dr. Fethi B. Jomaa Ahmed  (Member)
 ` Prof. Dr. Abdelkader Bekhouche (Member)
 ` Prof. Dr. Mohamed Abdelhalim Bichi  (Member)
 ` Dr. Abubakr Ibraheem   (Member)
 ` Dr. Hossam Mohamed   (Member)
 ` Dr. Hassan Abdullah Hassan  (Member)
 ` Dr. Elmokhtar Lehmar    (Member)

VI. Contact Us
E-mail: ma-cr@hbku.edu.qa 
  malekbennabi.con@gmail.com
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Registration and Refreshments5:30 pm – 6:00 pm 

Qur’an Recitation

Sheikh Mustafa Bouh, Student of Comparative Religions, CIS 

6:00 pm – 6:05 pm 

Opening Address

Dr. Ahmad M. Hasnah, President, Hamad Bin Khalifa University

6:05 pm – 6:10 pm

Guest of Honor Panel Discussion

Dr. Emad El-Din Shahin, Conference President and Dean, CIS
 Sheikh Rached Ghannouchi, Co-Founder and President of 

Ennahda Party, Tunisia
 His Excellency Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim, Former Deputy 

Prime Minister, Malaysia 
 His Excellency Ahmet Davutoğlu, Former Prime Minister, Turkey

6:10 pm – 7:25 pm

Moderator 

Keynote Address
‘The Conditions of the Renaissance’ on the 
Path of a ‘Comprehensive Sunnaniyyah Paradigm’

Dr. Tayeb Berghout, Assunnaniyah Foundation for Civilization 
Studies, Norway

7:25 pm – 8:00 pm 

Q & A

Dr. Badrane Benlahcene, Chairman, Organizing Committee, CIS

8:00 pm – 8:15 pm 

Moderator

Sum Up
Dr. Badrane Benlahcene, CIS

8:15 pm – 8:20 pm 

Day 1
Saturday, 2 February 2019

Program

Registration and Refreshments8:30 am – 9:00 am

Theme One: 
The Question of Methodology & Terminology

Dr. Mohamed Bin Naser, European Institute of Humanities, France

Mohamed El-Tahir El-Mesawi
Paper: On Malek Bennabi’s Intellectual and Methodological 
Horizon in Analysis and Theorization: Epistemic Coalescence
and Interdisciplinarity

Mohamed Said Moulay
Paper: ‘The Conditions of the Renaissance’ and 
the Theory of Malek Bennabi on the Driving Force of History

Mazen Hashem
Paper: Malek Bennabi’s Equation of Civilization: 
From Elucidation to Determining the Conditions

Afis Ayinde Oladosu
Paper: Sleeping at “The Solemn Hours of History”: 
On Theory and Methodology of Renewal in Malek Bennabi’s 
‘The Conditions of Renaissance’

Alparslan Açıkgenç
Paper: Parallel Structures of Civilizational and Scientific 
Processes

Discussion

9:00 am – 11:00 am

Moderator 

Coffee Break11:00 am – 11.30 am

Day 2
Sunday, 3 February 2019
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Day 2
Sunday, 3 February 2019

Theme Two: 
The Question of Question of Faith & Freedom

Dr. Nayef Bin Nahar Al Shamari, Qatar University

Abdeslam Ballaji
Paper: Religion and Faith in Malek Bennabi’s Book 
‘The Conditions of the Renaissance’

Amar Djidel
Paper: The Questions of Faith and the Civilizational Renaissance

Abdelmajid al-Najjar
Paper: Spiritual Motivation Behind Renaissance as Defined 
by Malek Bennabi 

Husni Mubarrak
Paper: The Religious Idea of Malek Bennabi as a Basis for the 
Reconstruction of the Islamic Civilization: A Contemporary 
Reading in Malek Bennabi’s ‘The Conditions of the Renaissance’

Larbi Houichi
Paper: Malek Bennabi and his Exploration of the Holy Qur’an

Discussion

11:30 am – 1:30 pm

Moderator 

Prayer and Lunch Break1:30 pm – 3:00 pm

Theme Three: 
The Question of Culture & Development

Dr. Jassim Al-Sultan, Ministry of Culture and Sports

Mohammad Abdelhalim Bichi
Paper: Diseases of Islamic Culture in Malek Bennabi’s 
Question of Renaissance

3:00 pm – 5:00 pm 

Moderator

Abu Baker Mohamed Ahmed Ibrahim 
Paper: Malek Bennabi’s Theory of Culture: A Reading 
in the Dialectical Relationship Between the System 
of Ideas and the Conditions of Renaissance

Salha Mohammed Bushara Abdalla
Paper: The Conditions of Woman’s Renaissance in 
Islamic Civilization in Light of Malek Bennabi’s Book

Tahar Saoud
Paper: The Project of the Renaissance in Malek Bennabi’s 
Thought and its Impact on the Algerian University Elite 
Between the Time of Independence and the Present Time

Mohammad Ali Mirzaei
Paper: Logic Laws in the Civilizational Phenomena 
from Malek Bennabi’s Perspective

Mohammad Ali Finaish
Paper: Economic Aspects in the Thought of Malek Bennabi

Discussion

Sum Up5:00 pm – 5:05 pm

Day 2
Sunday, 3 February 2019
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Registration and Refreshments8:30 am – 9:00 am

Theme Four: 
The Question of History & Memory 

Dr. Hossam E. Mohamed, Al-Qaradawi Center for Islamic 
Moderation and Renewal, CIS 

Bilal Ahmad Malik
Paper: Civilizational Problem or Political Crisis?: 
Comparative Analysis of Malek Bennabi and Syed 
Maududi’s Methodological Approach to Renaissance 

Amira Samy Mahmoud Hussein 
Paper: The Self and the Other in Malek Bennabi’s Thought 

Touhami Medjouri
Paper: The Historical and Heroic Role in the Renaissance 
Project

Driss Makboul
Paper: Malek Bennabi’s Philosophy of History: from Heroic 
to Humanitarian Thought

Mohamed Helmi Abdelwahab Hussien
Paper: The Question of Renaissance in Malek Bennabi’s 
Thought: The Historical Laws and the Possibility of Change 
in his Civilizational Project

Mohamed Houmam
Paper: The Religious Idea and the Question of History in the 
Renaissance Project of Malek Bennabi

Discussion

9:00 am – 11:00 am

Moderato

Coffee Break11:00 am – 11:30 am

Day 3
Monday, 4 February 2019

Day 3
Monday, 4 February 2019

Theme Five: 
The Question of the Relationship with the Western Civilization

Dr. Louay Safi, CIS 

Mohamed Elbenayadi
Paper: Malek Bennabi as Occidentalist, and his Theory 
of Relationship with the Western Civilization

Mohamed El-Moctar El-Shinqiti
Paper: Deviant Civilization: The Legacy of the 
Battle of Siffin as Seen by Malek Bennabi

Abdelkader Bekhouche
Paper: Malek Bennabi’s Ideas on Occidentalism 

Khawla Mortathawi
Paper: The Western Civilization in Malek Bennabi’s Thought

Abdelrahman Ahmed Osman Mohamed
Paper: The Western-Islamic Civilizational and Intellectual 
Conflict in Malek Bennabi’s Thought

Discussion

11:30 am – 1:30 pm

Moderator 

Prayer and Lunch Break1:30 pm – 3:00 pm

Theme Six: 
The Question of the Future & Unity

Dr. Fethi B. Jomaa Ahmed, CILE, CIS

Rahma Bennabi
Paper: ‘The Conditions of the Renaissance’ 
in a Postmodern World

3:00 pm – 5:00 pm

Moderator 
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Day 3
Monday, 4 February 2019

Abdullah Al-Ahsan 
Paper: Do Conditions of Renaissance Exist 
in International Politics Today?

Mohammad Nor Manuty
Paper: The Impact of Malek Bennabi's Thought 
on the Malaysian Islamic Youth Movement (ABIM)

Hassan Bin Hassan
Paper: How to Read Malek Bennabi and 
How Do We Think in Line with Him and Continue his Project?

Hicham Betahar
Paper: The Question of the Future Between the Abstract and 
the Embodied in Malek Bennabi’s Thought: Analytical and 
Associative Study on the Book ‘The Conditions of the 
Renaissance’ with Nvivo10 Program

Omar Kamel Meskaoui
Paper: Conditions of the Renaissance in a New World

Discussion

Closing Address

Dr Ibrahim M. Zain, CIS, HBKU, Qatar.

5:00 pm – 5:15 pm

Conference Dinner7:00 pm

GUESTS OF HONOR

His Excellency Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim

His Excellency Anwar Ibrahim is the leader of Malaysia’s ruling Pakatan Harapan coalition, President of the 
People’s Justice Party, and is expected to lead the country as its eighth Prime Minister. He served as Deputy 
Prime Minister from 1993-1998 and Finance Minister from 1991-1998. Since 1998, he has led the reform 
movement to strengthen democracy and the rule of law in the country. For his principled stance on issues 
of justice and the rule of law, he has spent over ten of the past 20 years in solitary confinement as a prisoner 
of conscience. He received a full pardon for all of the crimes alleged against him and was released from 
incarceration days after his party won the 14th Malaysian General Election on 9 May 2018. Throughout his career, 
Dr. Ibrahim has articulated a compelling argument in support of greater understanding between civilizations. 
Across the Muslim world, he has a unique ability and position to address the complex issues which hinder growth 
and development and demonstrate the compatibility of democracy with Muslim peoples.

Dr. Ibrahim has held key positions in international institutions, including President of the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) World Council; Chairman of the Development 
Committee of the World Bank and International Monetary Fund; Honorary President of AccountAbility; and 
member of the Advisory Board of the International Crisis Group. He was a Distinguished Visiting Professor 
and Malaysia Chair at the Prince Alwaleed bin Talal Center for Muslim-Christian Understanding at Georgetown 
University, in Washington, DC. He has also taught at the Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International 
Studies and St Antony’s College at the University of Oxford, lecturing on issues of governance, democracy, and 
contemporary politics in Southeast Asia. Among his books are Asian Renaissance, in which he captures his 
belief in an independent judiciary, free media, and respect for the rule of law as the cornerstones of Malaysia’s 
economic strength.
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His Excellency Dr. Ahmet Davutoğlu

His Excellency Dr. Ahmet Davutoğlu is a Turkish academic, politician, and former diplomat who was Prime 
Minister of Turkey and leader of the Justice and Development Party (AKP) from August 2014 to May 2016. He 
previously served as the Minister of Foreign Affairs from 2009 to 2014. Ahmet Davutoğlu, due to being one of the 
minds behind Turkey’s global reawakening in this period, was named as one of Foreign Policy’s First 100 Global 
Thinkers in 2011.

He holds a PhD in Political Science and International Relations. His publications include Alternative Paradigms: The 
Impact of Islamic and Western Weltanschauungs on Political Theory (English), The Civilizational Transformation 
and The Muslim World (English), Stratejik Derinlik (Strategic Depth, Turkish), and Küresel Bunalım (The Global Crisis, 
Turkish). His book, Strategic Depth, is a very influential book in Turkey’s foreign policy orientation.

Sheikh Rached Ghannouchi

Sheikh Rached Ghannouchi is a Tunisian politician and thinker, cofounder of the Ennahdha Party, an intellectual 
leader, and one of the students of Malek Bennabi. Since the 1970’s, Mr. Ghannouchi has authored numerous works 
on a wide range of contemporary political issues, including the compatibility between Islam and democracy, 
secularism, civil society, modernity, religion and pluralism, Islam and the West, human rights, the rights of women, 
the role of minorities, coexistence between faiths, and political developments in the Arab and Muslim worlds. His 
views and writings are influential in Tunisia, and the rest of the Arab and Muslim worlds. 

Mr. Ghannouchi’s leadership and his willingness to work with his political opponents has contributed to a positive 
democratic transition for Tunisia and the adoption of Tunisia’s new constitution, which analysts have described 
as the most progressive in the Arab world. It is one that guarantees basic freedoms for citizens, promises the 
freedom of belief, and adopts the universal declaration of human rights as one of its pillars. 

Mr. Ghannouchi was named one of Time’s 100 Most Influential People in the World in 2012, one of Foreign Policy’s 
Top 100 Global Thinkers in 2011, and one of Global Influence’s 100 Most Influential Arabs in the World in 2018. 
He was awarded the Chatham House Prize in 2012 (alongside Tunisian President Moncef Marzouki) by Prince 
Andrew, Duke of York, for “the successful compromises each achieved during Tunisia’s democratic transition.” 
He has been the recipient of the Jamnalal Bajaj Award for “promoting Gandhian values outside India” in 2016, the 
Ibn Rushd Prize for Freedom of Thought in Berlin in 2014, a Lifetime Membership of Aligarh Muslim University 
Students’ Union in 2015, and the International Crisis Group’s Founder’s Award for pioneers in peace-building 
(alongside Tunisian President Béji Caïd Essebsi). Mr. Ghannouchi has also received an Honorary Degree from the 
International Islamic University Malaysia in 2017.

KEYNOTE ADDRESS GUEST

Dr. Tayeb Berghout/ Norway

A resident of the Kingdom of Norway, Dr. Tayeb Berghout holds a PhD in Methods of Dawah and Social Change 
from the Faculty of Foundations of Religion, Emir Abdelkader University of Islamic Sciences, Algeria. He worked 
in the field of religious media in the Ministry of Awqaf, Algeria, for several years. He has been a professor at the 
University of Emir Abdelkader for Islamic Sciences in Algeria, and has held several administrative positions. Dr. 
Berghout has participated extensively in local and international conferences, and has been published widely, 
including 30 books and many other articles. He has established Assunnaniyah Foundation for Civilization Studies 
in Norway, an independent organization aspiring towards the development of knowledge and Sunnaniyyah culture. 
He also founded the Muslim-Christian Dialogue Circle in Norway, where he works as a religious and cultural 
adviser to the Islamic Society, which has a membership that includes more than 60 nationalities.

Abstract: Ibn Khaldun’s thesis in his seminal work, “The Introduction,” can be considered as the first early 
epistemological and Sunnaniyyah Paradigm Shift, which led to the initiation of Malek Bennabi’s thesis on the 
The Conditions of the Renaissance, paving the way to construct coherent awareness and culture of civilizational 
renaissance. The thesis of the The Conditions of the Renaissance can also be considered as the second important 
epistemological Sunnaniyyah paradigm shift, which contributed to the launching of an expanding intellectual 
movement and trend, paving the way to strengthen the construction of awareness and culture of civilizational 
renaissance in the contemporary Islamic cultural space and scene. 

It is then only fair to claim that the thesis of “Comprehensive Sunnaniyyah Paradigm” adopted and advocated 
by this study shall be considered as the third epistemologicalSunnaniyyah shift. The latter lays the necessary 
cultural and epistemological foundations which must be the meeting place of interaction and integration of 
human knowledge and expertise. This, in turn, will provide the contemporary man with comprehensive objective 
conditions to build his balanced human civilizational renaissance. 

This study attempts to answer the following questions: What is this comprehensive Sunnaniyyah paradigm? What 
is the position of Malek Bennabi’s The Conditions of the Renaissance with respect to this paradigm? How do we 
carry forward this promising paradigm so it becomes a trend and movement for enriching human knowledge and 
expertise for the benefit of the entire humanity? Hence, this study focuses on The Conditions of the Renaissance 
on the Path of a ‘Comprehensive Sunnaniyyah Paradigm.’”
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DAY TWO: SUNDAY, 3 FEBRUARY 2019
THEME ONE: THE QUESTION OF METHODOLOGY & TERMINOLOGY

Dr. Mohamed El-Tahir El-Mesawi / Malaysia

A resident of the Kingdom of Norway, Dr. Tayeb Berghout holds a PhD in Methods of Dawah and Social Change 
from Dr. Mohamed El-Tahir El-Mesawi is an associate professor at the Faculty of Islamic Revealed Knowledge 
And Human Sciences, International Islamic University Malaysia. He holds a Bachelor’s in Economics, Master’s in 
Islamic Revealed Knowledge and Heritage, and a PhD in Islamic Revealed Knowledge and Heritage (in Usuluddin 
and Comparative Religion) from the International Islamic University.

Dr. El-Mesawi is a thinker, translator, researcher in Islamic thought, and a university professor. Among his works 
are: Malik Bennabi’s Response to Western Modernity—Contextualizing the Qur’anic Phenomenon; Religion, 
Society, and Culture in Malik Bennabi’s Thought; Naqd and Islah—Ibn Ashur’s Comprehensive Critique and Reform 
Efforts Regarding Islamic Learning and Education; Muslim Reformist Action in Nineteenth-Century Tunisia; and 
Islam and Terrorism: Beyond the Wisdom of the Secularist Paradigm. He has also published several articles, 
appeared in TV programs, and participated in conferences concerning Islamic thought, Malek Bennabi’s works, 
and the issues of reform and renewal of Muslim civilization and thought.

Abstract: On Malek Bennabi’s Intellectual and Methodological Horizon in Analysis and Theorization: Epistemic 
Coalescence and Interdisciplinarity 

The Conditions of the Renaissance is one of Malek Bennabi’s most well-known books, in which his vision of 
civilization is as being the result of the encounter between man, soil, and time catalyzed by an idea that endows 
them with significance, value, and efficacy. This idea, however, finds its foundation and anchoring in an earlier 
work, namely The Qur’anic Phenomenon (1947), which Bennabi wrote in the midst of the buzzing bombardments 
of World War II and under its smog and smoke. 

In congruence with these two books, Malek Bennabi continued his scholarship in the form of books and articles 
(making up so far 17 volumes) in his treatment of issues pertaining to man and society in the arenas of culture, 
economy, politics, history, etc. He adopted an approach in which he diverged from the prevailing norm among 
‘specialist’ scholars and researchers in the humanities and social sciences, and at a time when going beyond 
one’s established theoretical categories and methodological frameworks could mean being branded as renegade 
or abnormal. His effort was a methodologically integrated and epistemologically holistic pursuit to analyze, 
explain, and comprehend human social phenomena. This thesis is formulated in a condensed way based on 
deep reflection of Malek Bennabi’s intellectual and scholarly legacy, and is detailed and substantiated through an 
examination of the totality of his works.

Dr. Mohamed Said Moulay / Algeria 

Dr. Mohamed Said Moulay is Professor of Mathematics at the University of Science and Technology Houari 
Boumediene (USTHB), Algiers, where he also worked as a director of its mathematics institute. He has been a 
university professor in a number of Arab and international universities. He holds a PhD in Mathematics from the 
University of Nice, France, earned in 1976. 

Dr. Moulay is a member of the International Organization of Scientific Miracles in the Quran and Sunnah (Algiers 
office), and a member of the Algerian Association of Mathematicians. He has supervised and examined a number 
of Master’s and PhD theses, and has numerous referenced papers in his domain and in Islamic thought. Among 
his intellectual books on Islamic thought is his book, Witness of the Century: Path of Life and Thought (Al-Asala 
Publishing Company, 2018).

Abstract: ‘The Conditions of the Renaissance’ and the Theory of Malek Bennabi on the Driving Force of History

In this study, we look for a fundamental question in the analysis of Malek Bennabi, relating to the concept of 
civilization, namely “the religious idea,” which is considered to be the dominant factor in the movement of history. 
Indeed, this “idea” could be seen as an extension of Ibn Khaldun’s theory of “Asabiyah (tribal cohesion),” at all 
steps of the state from its formation to its decline. Bennabi’s idea also seems to take into consideration and cover 
Western theories on the philosophy of history, especially those who adopted the concept of dialectical movement 
of history, either in terms of Hegelian idealism or historical materialism. It is also in connection with the principle 
of the “golden mean” of Toynbee, in his theory on civilization’s emergence between challenge and response.

The approach adopted in this paper is based on comparison and analysis of some of the most important theories 
and doctrines, referring to the fact that the religious idea is a powerful energy that activates the elements of 
civilization and its composition, which was expressed by Malek Bennabi by saying: “Change yourself to change 
history.” The religious idea as a driving force is linked to practical logic, because it stands out from it or subsides 
when it is suppressed. This is a diagnosis of the reasons for degeneration and identification of the factors of the 
Renaissance.
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Dr. Mazen Hashem / USA 

Dr. Mazen Hashem was a professor at the California State University, USA, and also held faculty positions in 
multiple American universities. He has a PhD in Sociology from the University of California, USA, and is a member 
of the American Society of Sociologists. 

Dr. Hashem has published works in English and Arabic in a wide range of journals, in the topics of Islamic thought, 
the purposes of Sharia, methodology of research, change movements, and the Muslim presence in North America. 
He is currently interested in writing about Arab political meetings and their civilizational context. He is the author 
of five books, including The Purposes of Sharia: An Urban Entrance and In Understanding our Muslim History. 

Abstract: Malek Bennabi’s Equation of Civilization: From Elucidation to Determining the Conditions

Malek Bennabi’s thesis on civilization is characterized by the fact that he was a pioneer in raising the problem of 
civilization and that the world of ideas is behind all the manifestations of Muslim life. While his treatments covered 
a wide range of ideas in both the theoretical and practical aspects of Muslim life, his treatment of civilization as a 
cornerstone of his vision is very prevalent.

The purpose of this paper is to focus on Bennabi’s equation of civilization (man + matter + time) and expand its 
meanings and deny some illusions in understanding it in the hope of activating this vision to turn the general rule 
into a visual program. The paper sets out three tasks. First, the detail in the partial dimensions of each of the 
elements of the triangular complex of civilization. Second, the interaction of these three dimensions, so as not to 
fall into a static understanding of the complex of civilization. Third, to clear the shadows of this equation from the 
some modernist misconceptions. 

Dr. Afis Ayinde Oladosu / Nigeria 

Dr. Afis Oladosu is Professor of Middle Eastern, North African, and Cultural Studies, Department of Arabic and 
Islamic Studies at the University of Ibadan, Nigeria.

He is the author of an Cambridge-published book entitled Islam in Contemporary Africa: On Violence, Terrorism 
and Development; Cross-Culturalism: Re-Reading Arabic into African Culture by African Culture and Civilization 
(Ibadan: University of Ibadan Cultural Studies Group); and “The Muslim World at the Threshold of the 21st Century” 
in the Journal of Objective Studies.

Abstract: Sleeping At “The Solemn Hours Of History”: On Theory And Methodology Of Renewal In Malek 
Bennabi’s ‘The Conditions of the Rennaisance’ 

This paper is premised on the following propositions: a) that the diagnoses of the ailments from which the 
Muslim world has suffered since the medieval and early modern periods have long been the pastime of most 
Muslim intellectuals, particularly during the 20th century; and b) that despite the significant contributions of these 
intellectuals to the ‘discourse of renewal,’ Malek Bennabi’s perspectives which proceed from his dialogue with 
Muslim history across different times and climes is unique not only for complicating the whole notion of renewal 
but for his cytology of the Muslim ailment. In exploring how his works particularly Les Conditions de la Resistance 
(The Conditions of the Renaissance, 1949) contributes to the search for the Muslims’ civilizational renewal, this 
paper does a rereading of the features of Islamic civilization. It thereafter focuses on Bennabi’s usage of the 
metaphor of sleep as the veritable diagnosis of the Muslims’ civilizational renewal from which three different 
scenarios are available to explain contemporary Muslim realities. These feature the following: the state of inertia, 
the full awakening, and partial awakening.
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Dr. Alparslan Açıkgenç / Turkey 

Dr. Alparslan Açıkgenç is Professor Emeritus at Uskudar University; Adjunct Professor, Ibn Haldun University; 
and Chair of Alliance of Civilizations Institute, Istanbul. He has taught at the Middle East Technical University 
and at ISTAC; and as a visiting professor at the International Institute of Islamic Thought and Civilization (ISTAC), 
Malaysia, and the University of Jordan in Amman. He has also served as Professor of Philosophy at Fatih 
University, where he acted as Deputy Rector and the Dean of the Faculty of Arts and Sciences (1999-2010). He 
holds a PhD from the University of Chicago (1983).

Dr. Açıkgenç is presently Director of Postgraduate Studies at Yildiz Technical University, and is actively involved 
in community services and research on religious communities in Turkey. He is a member of the Turkish Academy 
of Science (TUBA) and Turkish Philosophical Association and also the Co-President of Asian Philosophical 
Association (www.asianpa.net). He is also a member of the Executive Board of Milel and Nihal Association for 
Intellectual Platform, Culture and Education (http://www.milelvenihal.org).

Abstract: Parallel Structures of Civilizational and Scientific Processes

In the perception of civilizations, we often judge a society by its concrete achievements, but ignore the motives 
that give birth and feed civilizations, which can be discovered by rationally analyzing the phenomena leading to the 
rise of a civilization. 

In this paper, I define a civilization as a universalized local culture emerging as a result of an accumulation which 
builds up through the manifestation of the human inner world within a social context. According to this definition, 
a civilization is primarily a culture; but a local culture which has been universalized. However, it would be difficult 
to define a civilization as a genus and such a definition would lead us to problems. On the other hand, we need 
a definition in order to solve some problems concerning the scientific process and civilizational process. In this 
paper, I would like to discuss these two phenomena as leading to the universalization of a local culture to turn it 
into a civilization, which is itself called “civilizational process” (of a local culture). What I shall try to show is that 
in this process there is a parallel process which causes such a civilizational development. In this respect, as in 
Islamic civilization, when societies pass through the process of civilization, at the same time they go through the 
scientific process, and thus the local elements within the community acquire a universal character and lead the 
society to reach the phenomenon of civilization. 

THEME TWO: THE QUESTION OF FAITH & FREEDOM

Dr. Abdeslam Ballaji / Morocco

Dr. Abdeslam Ballaji is a member of the International Union of Muslim Scholars, a parliamentary deputy in the 
House of Representatives since November 2011, Vice-Chairman of the Committee on Foreign Relations, and a 
member of the executive committee of the Arab Parliamentary Union representing the Moroccan Parliament 
(2012-2016). Dr. Ballaji jas also served as a member of Board of Trustees of the State Quality Standards Institution 
of Turkey; member of the Association of Parliamentarians for Jerusalem, Istanbul; and as the Board Executive 
Director of the World Zakat Forum in Jakarta. 

Dr. Ballaji has published more than ten books on financial, political, and jurisprudence issues. Among his books 
are: The Encyclopedia of Arab and Muslim Great Personalities (Alesco, 2004), Manifestations of Extremism in 
Moroccan Society (2004), and Fundamental Renewal for the International Institute of Islamic Thought (2015). 
He has written and published articles and studies in: jurisprudence, international law, economy, finance, politics, 
civilization, social affairs, women and family issues, and Moroccan and Muslim communities. He has participated 
in cultural and scientific meetings in more than 20 Arab, Asian, African, European, and American countries; as well 
as in more than 20 national and international radio and television interviews. 

Abstract: Religion and Faith in Malek Bennabi’s Book ‘The Conditions of the Renaissance’

This paper deals with the subject of religion and faith in the book, The Conditions of the Renaissance, by Malek 
Bennabi. The effective religious spirit is at the origin and the end of civilizations. Civilizations “begin when history 
enters a certain religious idea or when history enters a certain moral principle.... When the spirit finally lost the 
hegemony that was on the instincts suppressed or forced to fight.”

The man is broad-minded and considerate. He is a Muslim believer to the core. He is equally an open-minded 
thinker on all cultures and civilizations. He seeks the common denominators of different human cultures, and his 
ideas and proposals are still viable, such as a number of intellectuals and scientists, former and contemporary. 
The approach to consider it—in terms of the action and civilization-building, rich ideas and proposals that still 
radiate in them, including life, because it is built more often on the general intellectual consideration and not on 
the transient and circumstantial consideration of its nature—therefore is still valid for investment and to continue 
to quote, build, and supplement them.
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Dr. Amar Djidel / Algeria 

Dr. Amar Djidel earned his PhD in Islamic Sciences, specializing in Islamic Doctrine and Thought, from the 
University of Algiers Ben Youssef Ben Khedda, Algeria, in 1997. He was a university professor in leading Arab and 
European universities, and was Head of the Department of Doctrine and Religions. Dr. Jidel has served as the 
Director of the Research Institute in Research Methods of Islamic Sciences, Editor-In-Chief of Al-Nur Journal on 
Thought and Civilization Studies (published by the Istanbul Institute of Culture and Sciences since 2010), Member 
of Permanent Sectoral Committee for Science and Research in the Algerian Ministry of Higher Education, and as 
a member of Arab and Turkish arbitration bodies. Among his writings are “Introduction to Islamic Sects Studies,” 
“Dialogue Among Civilizations and Islamic Qualifications for Human Interaction,” and “The Fact of the Objectives 
of Rissal el Nour.” 

Abstract: The Questions of Faith and the Civilizational Renaissance 

The topic, “The Questions of Faith and the Civilizational Renaissance,” is an exploration of the bud or origin of 
civilization going back to the basis of conventional faith known in the revelation era. Due to the dissemination 
of different versions in the name of faith, I was obliged to clarify the reality of faith and distinguish between its 
real and fabricated forms. This exercise shows the difference between the knowledge of the faith and knowing 
faith so as to focus on that faith which leads to civilization. In fact, faith can be restored, one that is regarded as 
a principle, vision, and a continuous process which serves in driving civilizations in a civilized manner. It involves 
engaging in this idea in both a realistic and intellectual style which covers all the living fields in human welfare.

Dr. Abdelmajid al-Najjar / Tunisia 

Dr. Abdelmajid al-Najjar is a professor at Zaytuna University, Tunis. He serves as the President of the European 
Council for Research and Fatwa; Deputy Secretary General of the International Union of Muslim Scholars, and as 
Member of the Tunisian parliament. He holds a PhD in Philosophy and Doctrine from Al Azhar University (1981).
He is the author of about 20 books and several journal papers. Among his very influential books in the Muslim 
world are: Fiqh al-Tadayun (two volumes), Faith and its Impact on Life, The Role of Freedom of Opinion in Muslim 
Unity, The Role of Man Between Reason and Revelation, Maqasid of Shari’ah, The Science of Muslim Civilizing 
Process, The Factors of Civilizational Presence, and The Projects of Civilizational Renewal in Muslim World. 

Abstract : Spiritual Motivation Behind Renaissance as Defined by Malek Bennabi

Spiritual motivation was among the most important renaissance factors which Malek Bennabi, being the pioneer 
in this field, focused on. Bennabi interpreted the inception of the Islamic civilization as based on spiritual factors, 
noting that whenever such a factor starts to languish, civilization, in turn, starts to become feeble as well, even if 
reason prevails. If spiritual motivation starts to break down, civilization starts to decline. This principle has applied 
to the Islamic civilization since its inception, weakness, and decline. 

By spiritual motivation, we mean the life objectives that are commonly adopted. Such objectives drive believers 
to collectively mobilize, proceed towards a specific goal, and perform the tasks that bring them nearer to such 
a goal in compliance with the concepts they believe in. Such tasks accumulate and form an urban scene with a 
physical and spiritual structure that finally constitutes a type of civilizational views. If the motivating spirit faints, 
the civilization drive ceases even if the concepts remain valid in people’s minds—they may lose the driving force 
towards action. This is the theme which the paper is attempting to demonstrate about Malek Bennabi’s common 
cultural principle in particular.
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Dr. Husni Mubarrak / Indonesia 

Dr. Husni Mubarrak is a lecturer in Contemporary Fiqh at the Ar-Raniry Islamic State University, Indonesia, and 
Director of Studies and Dialogue of Civilization Center. He is a graduate of Al-Azhar University in Egypt (2005), and 
holds a Master’s and PhD in Islamic Comparative Law from Omdurman Islamic University in Sudan (2009, 2017 
respectively).

Abstract: The Religious Idea of Malek Bennabi as a Basis for the Reconstruction of the Islamic Civilization: A 
Contemporary Reading in Malek Bennabi’s ‘The Conditions of the Renaissance’

The paper explores the religious idea of Malek Bennabi as a movement in the formation and analysis of human 
civilization throughout history, especially Islamic civilization. Malek Bennabi asserted that the formation of 
civilization is centered on the influence of the religious idea, which is intertwined with the interaction of a strong 
and effective relationship between man, place, and time. Bennabi was influenced by the history of Christian 
civilization and the theory of Ibn Khaldun’s historical cycle of a similar cultural evolution between the three cases 
of renaissance, apocalypse, and fall.

The paper analyzes and emphasizes the importance of religion and religious thought as drivers of contemporary 
life in the era of modernism and postmodernism, which is characterized by secularism and post-secularism 
devoid of religion. Additionally, the paper will examine how Malek Bennabi built arguments and reasonable proof 
based on the philosophy of history and civilization, without historical evidence.

Dr. Larbi Houichi / Algeria

Dr. Larbi Houichi is a professor in Hydraulics at the University of Batna 2, Algeria, and Research Director since 
September 2000. His main focus in research and development are mathematical modeling, artificial intelligence, 
and data mining. In addition to the intellectual activities and writings on Islamic thought, renaissance, and renewal 
issues. 

Abstract: Malek Bennabi and his Exploration of the Holy Qur’an

The role and the centrality of the religious idea in the renaissance of nations and the direction of human history 
are two factors that inhabited the heart of Malek Bennabi. This is evident in his written and inspired production 
and practice. 

This study aims to focus on the ways on how Malek Bennabi called and used the Qur’anic text in his book, The 
Conditions of the Renaissance, and his other innovations. The reader finds himself in front of a thinker in line 
with the words of his Lord; thus, when it seems to the reader that he has devoted himself, the author surprises 
the reader with the abstract idea of the model on which civilizations are based. If the reader returns to that 
identification, he or she would be awestruck, facing a unique thinker promising to differentiate between the top 
and the bottom, between “the loud choirs and the call of the prophets.” Indeed, the distinction between legends in 
the extension of the types of civilizations is a fine line, which had been inspired by Bennabi from the verse “Allah 
will not change the condition of a people until they change what is in themselves.” How did Bennabi understand 
this verse separated from its Qur’anic context? How did the readers receive it? The study also deals with a range 
of dhikr verses revealed in Bennabi’s work, which show its interpretations based on them, including its creativity, 
uniqueness, and sometimes a biased opinion. 
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THEME THREE: THE QUESTION OF CULTURE & DEVELOPMENT

Mohammad Abdelhalim Bichi / Qatar 

Dr. Mohammad Abdelhalim Bichi is Associate Professor at the Faculty of Sharia and Islamic Studies, Qatar 
University. He was a professor of theology, Usuleddin, and religions at the Algiers I University, Algeria. He has 
conducted more than forty opportunities for international and national participations and research papers, and 
supervised and examined several Master’s and PhD theses. Dr. Bichi is an expert and referee in academic journals 
inside and outside Algeria as well as an ISESCO expert. He is a former member of the Scientific Council of the 
College of Islamic Sciences, and in charge of the Aqidah specialization. 

Among his most important books are: The Theory of Colonialism and Revolution in Malek Bennabi’s Thought; The 
Freedom of Belief in Islam; Imam Ibn Zakri Tlemceni and his Theological Heritage; Apostasy between Freedom 
of Belief and International Conventions of Human Rights; Studies in Muslim Sects; and Imam Al-Maghili’s Reform 
Project. He has also edited or co-edited some heritage books, such as Omar ibn Qadour al-Jazairi; Ibn Zekri 
Tlemceni; Ashour Al-Khonqi; Said Qadurah on Sanousa; Shuaib Al-Jalili Tlemceni; Messaud Al- Shaanabi Al-Kadiri, 
and others.
 
Abstract: Diseases of Islamic Culture in Malek Bennabi’s Question of Renaissance

These are diseases which still inhabit the Muslim mind, such as superficiality, fragmented thought, superstition, 
the recall of the glories of the past, colonialism, and so on. The paper, therefore, elaborates on the alternatives 
that Bennabi provides in his thought and writings, by introducing intellectual projects and solutions to overcome 
the obstacles of the diseases of Islamic culture. Finally, the aim is to promote a creative Islamic culture through 
reviving Islamic religious principles that has the power to govern the network of social relations, and to make the 
civilizing process possible though the will and efficacy of the Muslim.

Dr. Abu Baker Mohamed Ahmed Ibrahim / Qatar 

Dr. Abu Baker Ibrahim is Associate Professor at the College of Sharia and Islamic Studies, Qatar University, 
and the Program coordinator for Islamic Studies. He was an Associate Professor at Zayed University in UAE; 
Education Consultant at the International Institute of Islamic Thought (IIIT) in Saudi Arabia; Adjunct Lecturer at 
the International Islamic University Malaysia (IIUM); and worked at the Institute for Islamization of Knowledge 
at Gazira University in Sudan. He also served the American Institute for Research in Washington D.C. as a short-
term consultant in K-12 Islamic Studies, and a visiting scholar to the University Committee on Asia and the Middle 
East at Colombia University, New York. He holds a PhD in Education and a Master’s in Islamic Studies (in Islamic 
Revealed Knowledge and Heritage), both from the IIUM.

Dr. Ibrahim was awarded the Exemplary Merit Award for Faculty (2012-2013) and the Provost’s Research 
Fellowship (2014/2015) from Zayed University in UAE. His Initiative proposal for the so-called “Integration 
of Knowledge Program” has been discussed in two regional workshops that was co-sponsored by FUIW; in 
Khartoum 2009 and ISTAC in Kuala Lumpur 2010. His publications include his two books (in Arabic): Integration of 
Knowledge and Its Implementation in University Curricula (2007) and Oriental Explanations 0f Qur’an Revelation: 
an Analytical and Critical Study of Goldzeiher Oriental Studies (2001).

Abstract: Malek Bennabi’s Theory of Culture: A Reading in the Dialectical Relationship Between the System of 
Ideas and the Conditions of Renaissance

Malek Bennabi’s contribution to the construction of concepts, conceptions, and analytical tools reveals a 
process in dealing with culture that is very much needed in the kind of education concerned with shaping “a 
society’s common style from its savants to its peasants.” The present study aims at delineating the milestones 
of that process by uncovering the determinant elements of Bennabi’s theory of culture in accordance with the 
following considerations: in terms of his choices to define the concept of culture, in terms of his determining the 
sociological and pragmatic functions of culture, and in terms of his discussion of the issues that made culture 
on top of the problems of civilization in the Muslim world. The researcher will draw mainly on an analysis of Malik 
Bennabi’s following two books; ‘The Problem of Culture’ and ‘The Conditions of Civilization’, without losing sight 
of his other works and what has been written on him. It is expected that the present study will lead to testing the 
possibility of adopting Bennabi’s paradigm of the cultural question in dealing with concrete educational practices 
in the teaching of university common cultural courses. 
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Dr. Salha Mohammed Bushara Abdalla / Sudan

Dr. Salha is Associate Professor in the Faculty of Da’wa and Information at the University of the Holy Quran and 
Islamic Sciences in Sudan. She has a PhD in Media from the same university. 

She is a member of the Department of Radio and Television in the Faculty of Advocacy and Information University 
of the Holy Quran and Islamic Sciences; a member of the Center for Research and Training Media, and a member 
of the Department of Advocacy and Communication Systems. She also supervises Master’s and PhD theses and 
research in the field of media, advocacy, and Islamic thought. She has carried out extensive research published on 
the Quran, advocacy, Islamic thought, Islamic media, as well as her training and media experience. She also writes 
in newspapers and media sites.

Abstract: The Conditions of Woman’s Renaissance in Islamic Civilization in Light of Malek Bennabi’s Book

The purpose of this research is to identify Malek Bennabi’s ideas about the reality of Muslim women, the 
knowledge of his vision of women and culture, in addition to identifying women in the guidance of the Holy Qur’an 
and the conditions of her renaissance. The research uses a descriptive analytical method, to come to the following 
results: (i) The ideas raised by Malek Bennabi are still present in the reality of our Arab and Islamic societies; (ii) 
The reality of women in Arab and Islamic societies is far from being present in political, social, economic, and 
cultural participation; (iii) Western culture and traditional effects are still in the reality of Muslim women; (iv) Media 
space today has become an effective means of transferring foreign cultures and their impact on the reality of 
Muslim women; and (v) The Islamic nation is far from civilized interaction and its distance from the guidance of 
the Qur’an.

Dr. Tahar Saoud / Algeria 

Dr. Tahar Saoud is a professor in the Mohamed Lamine Debaghine University, Algeria. He has served as a deputy 
dean at the College of Humanities and Social Sciences and chairperson of the Scientific Council at the same 
institution. 

Dr. Tahar currently serves as Director of the Research Laboratory at the Algerian Contemporary Society and leads 
a research team, accredited by the Ministry of Education and Scientific Research, working on an ongoing study on 
‘Youth and Politics in Algeria’ due to conclude in 2021. From 2014-2018, he led a research team which conducted 
a study on ‘Intellectual and Cultural Trends in Algeria’. He is also a reviewer of multiple Algerian and Arab journals. 
Dr. Tahar has conducted several studies exploring the intellectual thinking of Malek Bennabi. His publications on 
the topic include “Colonialism from Malek Bennabi’s Perspective,” “The Issue of Culture and Civilization in the 
Intellectual Thinking of Malek Bennabi,” “Towards a Sociology for the Post-Independence Phase: A Sociology of 
Commitment from Malek Bennabi’s Perspective,” and others. 

Abstract: The Project of the Renaissance in Malek Bennabi’s Thought and its Impact on the Algerian University 
Elite Between the Time of Independence and the Present Time

This study, which is theoretical-empirically oriented, aims to drill around the representations of the Algerian 
university elite—university professors and postgraduate students (Masters and PhDs), i.e. those who are 
interested in his thought or who have read his writings and intellectual projects, and carried out academic studies 
and research, either in the form of dissertations or studies.

The study attempts to answer the following questions: To what extent did the elite of Algerian universities look at 
the intellectual project presented by the book, The Conditions of the Renaissance? What are the controversies that 
have been and continue to occur among the elements of this elite? What are the obstacles that prevent the general 
awareness of this project and to benefit from the point of view of these?
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Dr. Mohammad Ali Mirzaei / Iran 

Dr. Mohammed Ali Mirzaei is the Head of Al Mostafa Intellectual Center in Iran, and founded the El-Hadara Center 
for the Development of Islamic Thought in Beirut. He is also a professor of strategic studies and a specialist 
in Quranic research. He earned his Master’s from the College of Philosophy and Wisdom and his PhD from the 
University of Religions and Denominations in 2014. He also obtained the highest rank in Islamic studies in Qom, 
Hawza Ilmiyya, and finalized the so-called Bohouth al Kharej (the last phase of education in a Hawza in respect of 
the religious curricula). 

Dr. Mirzaei has participated in many scientific conferences in various Arab and Islamic countries, and has 
presented peer-reviewed papers in civilization studies with a Qur’anic vision. He has so far published 15 books in 
Arabic and Persian; a number of articles in peer-reviewed journals in Arabic, English, and Persian on topics related 
to Qur’anic and strategic studies; and several works on the Arab-Iranian relation, highlighting the urgent necessity 
for cultural convergence and alliance between Iran and the Arab world. He has also founded and was editor of the 
Taiba Life Journal on ijtihad and renovation studies in Arabic.

Abstract: Logic Laws in the Civilizational Phenomena from Malek Bennabi’s Perspective

The scientific context of the renaissance and the civilization project of Malek Bennabi is distinguished by its logic 
geometric foundations in the cultural approach and the rise of the nation to overcome its cultural stagnation. The 
paper seeks to provide a scientific confirmation on the concept that Bennabi logically examined the Qur’anic and 
Sunni notion in the cultural field and shed light on man, time, and place in light of the religious perspective of his 
identification.

The importance of the cognitive cultural Sunnah in Bennabi’s intellect lies in its scientific and logical aspects, 
where the cultural researcher can anticipate the motion of the civilizations and predict its future outcomes. 
Although the Algerian intellect read the Islamic thought with a strict geometric logic in a manner that enabled 
him to logically understand the cultural religious notion, the Sunni foundations of the cultural motion and 
monitoring its phases started with the beginnings of logic and scientific understanding as identified in his Quranic 
Phenomenon book, being his first serious study. 

We have much evidence that he established, on this study, his alternative project on addressing the civilization 
issues in terms of human, cultural and social aspects. Furthermore, Bennabi remained loyal and committed to the 
data and connotations of the Qur’anic phenomenon up to the end of his life and in all his publications.

Dr. Mohammad Ali Finaish / USA

Dr. Mohammad Ali Finaish is an economist and former director of the Middle East and North Africa at the 
International Monetary Fund. He was Executive Director of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) Member of the 
Arab Thought Forum in Amman, and is a close friend and student of Malek Bennabi.

Abstract: Economic Aspects in the Thought of Malek Bennabi

It seems that the economic aspect of Bennabi’s thought has not received as much attention as other aspects 
of his thought. Bennabi was not an economist in the sense of specialization and profession, but he put forward 
important ideas in this area, which appeared in a number of his books, the last of which bore the title Muslim in the 
Realm of Economy.

The paper will focus on a number of points. First, Bennabi stressed the importance of getting rid of some 
of the complexities and acceptances of contracts and Muslims that hinder Ijtihad. Second is the theory of 
underdevelopment and development, which primarily emphasizes the importance of the role of cultural factors in 
the interpretation of this phenomenon, and secondly on the emphasis Bennabi built on the pivotal role of man. It 
is highlighted that economic factors are linked to the extent of human effectiveness and the social center which 
supports the development process, such as the emphasis on the so-called collective investment, economic 
integration, and cooperation among developing countries in areas such as agriculture and the marketing of raw 
materials.
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DAY THREE: MONDAY, 4 FEBRUARY 2019
THEME FOUR: THE QUESTION OF HISTORY & MEMORY

Bilal Ahmad Malik / India 

Bilal Ahmad Malik is a research scholar at the University of Kashmir, India. He holds a Bachelor’s in Medical 
Sciences and two Master’s degrees in Islamic Studies. He has been given a field study grant from Al-Farabi 
National Kazakh University, Kazakhstan.

Abstract: Civilizational Problem or Political Crisis?: Comparative Analysis of Malek Bennabi and Syed Maududi’s 
Methodological Approach to Renaissance

Renaissance, both conceptually and practically, is a constructive but complex social process. In the progress and 
development of any civilization, the process of renaissance is profoundly important. And, in case, if any civilization 
or nation is devoid of that ‘intrinsic capacity’ to allow the structural elements of renaissance to operate, then there 
is no other ‘social force’ that would resist enduring the decadence of that civilization or nation. 

However, in different time periods, various personalities and movements have emerged and engaged in making 
efforts to revive and reform Islamic civilization, if not in totality, but certainly some of its characteristic values. 
Among the contemporary reformist voices, two stalwarts, namely Malek Bennabi from Algeria and Syed Mawdudi 
from Pakistan, stand distinctive by virtue of their contribution, both at theoretical and practical levels, while 
dealing with the problem of ‘Muslim stagnation’ in their respective societies and in the whole Muslim world in 
general. Although, the nature and consequences of the problem were fundamentally same, but, being socialized 
in different socio-political contexts, there are obviously some differences between their understanding of the 
problem and the methodological construction to come out of the problem, i.e. the renaissance. In Malek Bennabi’s 
context, the problem is fundamentally civilizational, i.e. a crisis within civilizational relations between man, place, 
and time. In Syed Mawdudi’s context, the problem is fundamentally political, i.e. a crisis within the political relation 
between state, society, and religion. 

Against this backdrop, I intend to, first, present a brief analysis of Malek Bennabi’s civilizational approach and 
Syed Mawdudi’s political approach in order to examine their methodological engagement with the problem, i.e. the 
decline and the renaissance. Second, I juxtapose three key concepts: civilization, religion, and revival used by both 
Bennabi and Mawdudi, to critically examine the differences and similarities in their methods and approaches, and 
present a constructive synthesis, if possible.

Dr. Amira Samy Mahmoud Hussein / Egypt

Dr. Amira Hussein is Assistant Professor of Arabic language and Literature in Ahi Evran University in Turkey. She 
holds a Master’s in Literature from Tanta University, a Master’s in Hebrew from Alexandria University, and a PhD in 
literature a with specialization in Comparative Literature.

Abstract: The Self and the Other in Malek Bennabi’s Thought

Malek Bennabi did not present ready-made methods for the Arab and Islamic nation to overcome its crisis, nor 
did he stand with those who call for transfer without inquiry about the identity of the transferor. However, Bennabi 
urged in his diverse articles for the necessity of knowing the modern civilization and tried to emphasize the 
similarity and difference between the religious, political, economic, and cultural history of the East and the West. 
Consequently, he stepped forward toward rationality of the Arab ego in its relations with the western other.

In this research, we try to focus on the most frequent phrases in the modern and contemporary Arab speech, 
which is ego and the other, and which embody awareness of deep relations between the Islamic and European 
worlds or the West and the East; and as such require from us to distinguish between the general human 
components in the composition and history of modern civilization, and that it is represented now in a geographical 
zone which is named “the west or the east.” Each one of them aims at understanding the other in a way that makes 
it understand itself and discover oneself through the other. The human community has witnessed a continuous 
movement of mutual relations between the ego and the other in the past and the present. Such movement does 
not have a regular rhythm; however, it is nonstop. It keeps moving between giving and taking determined by the 
situation of the ego and the other in the civilized arena as well as its ability to give. In one era, people may give 
to take in another era whereas relations between civilizations are, in reality, a mutual dialogic relation taken from 
needs and capabilities. 
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Shaykh Touhami Medjouri / Algeria

Shaykh Touhami Medjouri is Secretary General of the Algerian Association of Muslim Ulama (AAMU); Editor-In-
Chief of Al Basaer Newspaper, the voice of the AAMU; and a writer interested in probing issues of Islamic thought. 
He has been a journalist for leading Algerian newspapers from 1992 to date. Medjouri was a writer and editor for 
the Modern World and Alam Al Siyasi, Al Hadath, Al Basaer, Echorouk El Youmi, Echorouk (in Arabic), Echorouk Al 
Thaqafi, and Alsafeer newspapers. 

From 1989 to 1991, he managed the cultural center, “Umma Scientific Center,” located in Algeria’s central 
municipality and was a member of the editorial board of Facts journal based in Algeria.

Abstract: The Historical and Heroic Role in the Renaissance Project

In the first part of Malek Bennabi’s The Conditions of the Renaissance, the subject is part of the issue entitled 
“the role of heroes” within the multiple investigations that go into research in the logic of history in human issues 
in general, and what should be the Renaissance project in particular. Bennabi spoke of the tournament as an 
amusement and saturation of the fantasies of the owners, and efforts to aspire and satisfy the faith for eternity, 
and as a goal to gain glory. Thus, the championship is closer to the myth of history, and its purpose does not 
exceed the religious motives and the honor of the human, which they do in the life of man.

History has a different logic, which does not stand on the heroic role, but rather to the historical one. That’s to 
say, according to the pattern of history, human issues and problems are civilizational, although they do comprise 
multiple perspectives on issues. The tournament remains “the human potential at its peak, because it is a moral 
value and higher ideals, and on the other is the source of society’s delusion, especially when society is at the 
height of its weakness and crisis.”

Through the examples mentioned on the subject, it seems that it is being deliberately pointed that the heroic role 
in the process of renaissance is not enough; because the nation in its popular and widespread culture still believes 
that the heroic role is everything. And so we continue to this day to see great tournaments appear and disappear 
from time to time, but do not achieve what the nation aims of strong renaissance goals to take off.

Dr. Driss Makboul / Morocco 

PhD in General Linguistics and Arabic Linguistics (Mohammed bin Abdullah University / Fez)

Dr. Driss Makboul is the Director of Ibn Ghazi Center for Strategic Studies and Research; an associate professor at 
the Regional Academy for Training and Education in Meknes; and an educational expert at the European Institute 
of Islamic Sciences in Brussels. He is also President of the Linguistic Cooperation and Communication Club; 
coordinator of the research team on cultural and linguistic diversity in the Mediterranean world; a consultant to 
the Moroccan Association for Scientific Research; and a member of Ibn Rushd Center for Studies and Research, 
the Board of Trustees of the International Center for Studies and Scientific Research and Education in Paris, the 
Wisdom Forum for Scholars and Thinkers of Fes Branch, and the Society of Research in Cognitive Science and 
Translation.

Dr. Makboul holds the Arab Prize in Human and Social Sciences from the Arab Center for Research and Policy 
Studies (Qatar), received the Mahathir Award for Senior Researchers at the Kuala Lumpur Forum for Thought 
and Culture (Malaysia), and is the World Civilizations Dialogue of the ISESCO Chair at the University of Qatar, in 
coordination with the Committee of the Alliance of Civilizations in the Qatari Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Abstract: Malek Bennabi’s Philosophy of History: from Heroic to Humanitarian Thought

With some indepth insights into the history of civilizations and nations, Malek Bennabi spotted some outstanding 
remarks on the causes of failure of Islamic movements to attain their leadership aspirations, which explained his 
interest in thoughts and the patterns of thought and beliefs instead of incidents and facts. This interest emanated 
from the influence of people’s thoughts and beliefs about themselves, about the world, and about easing the way 
to the achievement of their goals and ambitions or the eventual impediment towards these ends. The whole of 
these remarks, in general, gave shape to a new platform for the philosophy of history that match to a great extent 
that of Ibn Khaldun, Giovanni Vico, and Ozveld Spingler, to mention but a few.

Malek Bennabi established his doctrine in history, or renaissance, on a number of constituents and ideas on 
top of which stands a shift from the stage of heroism to the stage of humanitarianism in ideas and behaviours. 
History is a pathway man intentionally makes. The mistakes in history are ones manmade and for which they are 
responsible. Therefore, if there is no strong determination to make a nation’s history, it would not be set free from 
the grip of the stage of dreams over the history night where much pride lies day and night in the greatness of 
the past times, where the stories of eternal heroes of the great past stand as a sedative against the pains of the 
present time. 
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Dr. Mohamed Helmi Abdelwahab Hussien / Egypt 

Dr. Mohamed Helmi Abdelwahab Hussien is an associate professor and head of a research group, “Authority 
and Legitimacy” at the German Institute for Oriental Research in Beirut and Cairo. He has been a researcher in a 
5-year project entitled: “In Renaissance Thought ... Re-Issuing Islamic Heritage Books in the 13th and 14th Hijri / 
Nineteenth and Twelfth Centuries.” He has also been Editor-in-Chief of the magazine “Riwaq Arabi” in Egypt. He 
holds a Master’s in Islamic Philosophy in the University of Menoufia (2003) and a PhD in Islamic Philosophy from 
the Zagazig University in Egypt (2007).

He has published several books, such as Falling renaissance: Reform and Modernity in Modern Times; Religion, 
Power and Society: Critical Approaches (Series in Contemporary Islamic Thought: 1); Religion and Values: The 
Centrality of Spiritual Recommendation in the Building of Society (Series in Contemporary Islamic Thought: 2); 
Spiritual Values in Islam, Series Rawafid: No. 49 (Kuwait: Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs, January 2012); 
Power from State to Civil Society, First Edition (Abu Dhabi: Center for Public Information, December 2008), and 
others. He also has many published research papers and articles.

Abstract: The Question of Renaissance in Malek Bennabi’s Thought: The Historical Laws and the Possibility of 
Change in his Civilizational Project

The paper seeks to address the thought revival of Malek Bennabi by focusing on the centrality of the concept 
of historical and social norms in the intellectual project of civilization. It also emphasizes norms and related 
concepts, which helps us to understand the regeneration mechanisms expressing the essence of the original 
book written by Bennabi. 

This study consists of the following three elements: (1) Renaissance criticism: the past and the tyranny of the 
traditional model; (2) Functional framework of the concept of ‘civilization’ in the thought of Malek Bennabi; and (3) 
Historical and social norms, and their central role in change.

Dr. Mohamed Houmam / Morocco

Dr. Mohamed Houmam is a professor and a vice dean in the Faculty of Law, Economics, and Social Sciences, in 
the Ibn Zohr University. He received his Bachelor’s in Arabic Language and Literature from Ibn Zohr University 
(1993), Master’s in Criticism from the University of Cadi Ayyad (1998), his Licentiate in Islamic Jurisprudence 
from the University of al-Qarawiyyine (2001), and his doctorate in Arts and Humanities from the University of Cadi 
Ayyad (2004).

In 2013, he received the social sciences award from the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies in Doha; and 
he was also the recipient of the Excellence Award of the city of Ait Melloul in 2013. He has published numerous 
scientific studies, intellectual research, and various writings. He is also an expert arbitrator in several journals, 
periodicals, and scientific conferences. His published books include: The Controversy of Arab Philosophy Between 
Muhammad Abed Al-Jabri and Taha Abderrahmane: the Linguistic Paradigm (2013); Moroccan Art Attractive 
for Social integration; Sociological Reading in Nass Al Ghiwane Musical Group (2013); Epistemology of Islamic 
Sciences: Methodological Approach of the Social Science of Religious Cognition (2016); and The Overlap of 
Knowledge and the end of Specialization: A Study of Relations Between Sciences (2017). 

Abstract: The Religious Idea and the Question of History in the Renaissance Project of Malek Bennabi 

Abstract: This paper deals with the subject of religious thought and its role in the production of history. It is based 
on the methodological knowledge model proposed by the social philosopher, Malek Bennabi, in his book, The 
Conditions of the Renaissance. The paper uses Bennabi’s initial idea of the ‘unseen’ as an interpretive concept for 
his argument. He presented an analytical and research approach to Christian and Islamic experiences. Based on 
this, the paper reveals the impasse existing in postmodernist ideology. This particular point is already emphasized 
by Zygmunt Bauman’s notions of liquidity. The argument also reflects on Bennabi’s thesis which meets with 
Bauman’s in many analytical outputs. 

The paper concludes that Bennabi’s construction of civilizations is a synthetic work. Its basic material (religious 
idea) has a dynamic and sophisticated dimension, evoking the diverse and varied historical contexts that give man 
the eternal sense of his humanity, linking him to the essence of his historical work and social life. 
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THEME FIVE: THE QUESTION OF THE RELATIONSHIP WITH THE WESTERN CIVILIZATION

Dr. Mohamed Elbenayadi / Morocco 

Dr. Mohamed Elbenayadi is a professor at the Faculty of Arts and Human Sciences in Mohammed First University, 
Oujda, Morocco, and is a member of a group of laboratory researchers at the Moroccan University. He has 
participated in a number of national and international seminars and conferences, both as an organizer and as 
a participant. He is also a member of the conference organizing committee of the Foundation for Scientific 
Research and Studies (FSRS) in Fez, and the chairman of the Foundation’s media committee. He holds a PhD in 
Islamic Doctrine and Thought, and a PhD in History and Civilization. 

Dr. Elbenayadi has published numerous articles, interviews, and research studies in Moroccan and Arab 
newspapers, magazines, and periodicals, and more than 30 books and research papers, including: Questions 
of Thought, Methodology, and Effectiveness in the Heritage of Bennabi; Malek Bennabi: Thinker, Witness, and a 
Renewed Project; Jurisprudence in the Biography of the Prophet: Approaching the Prophet’s Method for Future 
Perspective; and The Answers of the Jurist Tsouli to the Questions of Prince Abdel Kader Al-Jazairi. He is the 
editor-in-chief of the magazine Al-Balagh Al-Hadari, which covers issues of civilizational jurisprudence. 

Abstract: Malek Bennabi as Occidentalist, and his Theory of Relationship with the Western Civilization

This paper deals with the intellectual and methodological effort exerted by Malek Bennabi to construct a 
distinct perspective to approach the Western phenomenon and handles the theoretical framework that Malek 
Bennabi developed to know the West, along with his contribution to the construction of the Jurisprudence of 
Occidentalism. Thus he set the foundations of an interactive and balanced methodology in dealing with the 
West, a school characterized by its methodical analysis and renewal of vision in addressing the concerns of the 
modern Muslim mind, especially the jurisprudence of the relationship between the I/Islam and the Other/West. 
Therefore, he is considered among the first leading scholars to attempt at studying the phenomenon of civilization 
in general, and the Western phenomenon in particular, thus deserving a place among the most important founders 
of Contemporary Islamic Occidentalism, and an important episode in the civilization studies project in general. 
This paper is concerned with approaching answers to two main questions :What are Malek Bennabi’s thesis 
characteristics in his view of Western civilization? And what is remaining of this thesis that can be used and 
developed to build a rightly guided Jurisprudence of Occidentalism?

Dr. Mohamed El-Moctar Shinqiti / Qatar 

Dr. Mohamed El-Moctar Shinqiti holds a PhD in the History of Religion from Texas Tech University, USA. He is 
currently Professor of political ethics and history of religion at the College of Islamic Studies, HBKU, in Qatar. His 
academic interests include the philosophy of religion, religious reformation, political philosophy, and religious 
sectarianism.

Dr. Shinqiti’s multiple Arabic publications include: The Constitutional Crisis of Islamic Civilization; Political 
Discords among the Prophets’ Companions; Political Fatwas: Conversations on Religion and Politics; The Best 
Muslim Minds in the Twentieth Century; A Philosopher of the Holy Qur’an: Muhammad Abd Allah Draz, His Life and 
Achievements; and Wounds of the Soul (a poetic collection). His English works include: The Crusades’ Impact on 
Sunni-Shi’a Relations (Ph.D. dissertation); A Painful Quest for God: the Pre-conversion Moment of Augustine and 
Al-Ghazali; Early American Perceptions of Muslims; and Slaves of Allah: Early African Muslims in America. Most 
of his works have been translated and published in the Turkish Language, and others have been translated into 
French, Persian, Albanian, Bosnian, Kurdish, and Tamil.

Abstract: Deviant Civilization: The Legacy of the Battle of Siffin as Seen by Malek Bennabi

In Malek Bennabi’s judgement, classical Islamic civilization was great in its cultural achievements, but was “a 
deviant civilization” by the standard of Islamic political values. The reason for this double judgment is the Battle of 
Siffin and its persistent legacy in Islamic history. Despite all the artistic and scientific fruits of Islamic civilization, 
the gap was very wide between what was achieved and the Islamic potential, especially in terms of political 
values. The Battle of Siffin transferred the nascent Muslim society from “the spirit of Madinah” to “the spirit of 
Damascus” in Bennabi’s words, and that relocation was not merely geographic; it was—more importantly—a deep 
transformation in political values. 

This paper presents the impact of the Battle of Siffin, and its inherited wounds in Islamic political history, as 
diagnosed and analyzed by Malek Bennabi, who believes that Siffin was not simply a military battle or a political 
friction, but a deep split in the heart of the Muslim Ummah that persisted over the centuries, and was one of the 
main causes of its decline. From the perspective of Bennabi, the Islamic civilization that grew out of the Battle of 
Siffin remained a “deviant civilization” in terms of Islamic political values, regardless of its achievements in other 
aspects of human life—a harsh judgement that requires a closer look at the Islamic political history, and a serious 
effort for rectification and recuperation.
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Dr. Abdelkader Bekhouche / Qatar

Dr. Abdelkader Bekhouche is a professor of comparative religions, Islamic Aqeedah and Head of department 
of Islamic Aqeedah, Qatar University, and editor in Chief of Al-Istighrab Academic Journal. He holds PhD in 
Aqeedah and Comparative Religions from the University of Prince Abdelkader Constantine Algeria (2002). He 
was a university professor in a number of Arab and international universities. He served as Vice President of 
the University of Prince Abdelkader in Algeria. He supervised and examined many master and PhD theses; 
he published many referred journal papers and conference presentations. Among his works: orientalist 
methodologies in Islamic studies; and History of religions.

Abstract: Malek Bennabi’s Ideas on Occidentalism

Malek Bennabi noted that contemporary Islamic thought suffers from a huge lack of understanding of Western 
civilization and warned of its consequences. The West is not an absolute concept but a relative issue that can be 
studied according to strict scientific methodology.

 Western civilization, it will be easy for it to know its shortcomings, and recognizes its true greatness, and thus the 
ties and exchanges with this Western world will become even more fertile, so that the Muslim elite will achieve a 
great deal of thought and activity.

This paper tries to highlight Malek Bennabi’s arguments about Western civilization and the methodology used 
in its study and represented by the scientific rigor in the necessity of highlighting the thematic and evaluative 
tendency towards Western civilization, in order to promote the conscious awareness of the reality of Western 
civilization through its multidimensional cultural implications in the modern era and its implications for 
contemporary Islamic thought.

Khawla Mortathawi / Qatar 

Khawla Mortathawi is a researcher in religious media and comparative religions, who holds a Master of Arts in 
Comparative Religions from the College of Islamic Studies at Hamad Bin Khalifa University, Qatar; and is a part 
of the Communications and Public Relations Department at Qatar University. She has served on many media 
and cultural committees where she focuses on developing and implementing media plans. She also reviewed 
graduation projects developed by media students at the College of Arts and Sciences, Qatar University.

Khawla has written many articles and books addressing various topics, including: Islamic studies, interfaith 
dialogue, Islam and the mental image, women in Islam and Christianity, comparative religions, and Islamic media.

Abstract: The Western Civilization in Malek Bennabi’s Thought

Malek Bennabi enjoyed his universal Islamic vision of humanity. He was a pioneer thinker and a creative 
philosopher, and had a special theory of modern civilization. His ideas were characterized by concentrated 
power on the central and fundamental issues and challenges facing the Islamic world in a precise, therapeutic, 
and diagnostic way. The intellectual writings of Bennabi discuss the critique of Western civilization in terms of 
positive and negative features, explaining the right way to rejuvenate contemporary Islamic civilization by taking 
advantage of the positive aspects of Western civilization, focusing on its original civilization, and interacting with 
contemporary facts and progress.

From the critical perspective of Malek Bennabi, studying, understanding, and dissecting the virtues and 
shortcomings of the Western world civilization is an important step in understanding the causes of contemporary 
human problems in general, and understanding the current Islamic civilizational problem in particular. Islam is 
capable of all human and civilized values and lofty principles, including peace and brotherhood, justice, equality, 
and love; to form by the faithful believers a global Islamic civilization that can be a safe haven for all humanity.

The ideas of Bennabi provided great hope and optimism, explaining that no matter how the Muslim world suffered 
from the scourge of underdevelopment and cultural, intellectual, political, economic, social, and colonialist 
disadvantages, it could be cured if it adhered to the Qur’anic rule that calls for transformation, change, and 
renewal from the human soul at home to changing the world abroad. The Muslim world would have to adhere to 
the conditions of renewal and cultural renaissance, of building the creative man and investing in the place, and 
taking interest in the treasure of time.
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Dr. Abdelrahman Ahmed Osman Mohamed / Sudan 

Dr. Abdelrahman Mohamed is the former director of the Center for African Research and Studies at the 
International University of Africa and the current dean of the African Research and Studies Center. He served as 
Secretary General of the Sudanese Psychological Society for several sessions; Director of the Nile Basin Studies 
Center, Nile University; Provost of the 6th of October University in Egypt; a trainer in administrative, psychological, 
and educational fields; and a professor of psychology as well as research methods at the University of Africa 
Research Center.

Dr. Mohamed has also served as an advisor to the Ministry of Culture and Information from 1997 to 1999; is a 
member of the Council of Arts and Literature; and is an editor of the Sudanese Culture magazine. He worked 
as a consultant in the Ministry of Social Planning, and conducted many research studies on early childhood in 
cooperation with UNICEF and UNESCO. He has 16 published books and dozens of scholarly academic papers, as 
well as participation in numerous international conferences.

Abstract: The Western-Islamic Civilizational and Intellectual Conflict in Malek Bennabi’s Thought

This study aims at clarifying the ability of the Algerian thinker, Malek Bennabi, to penetrate the problems of the 
ideas in the Islamic world as the cultural conflict between the West and the Third World in general, and Islam in 
particular. This study attempts to answer questions such as how do societies and nations rise and achieve their 
leadership and cultural radiance? How do societies and nations lose their civilizational renaissance and enter the 
night of resentment and civilized subordination? Why did Islamic societies lose their cultural renaissance? What 
are the consequences? How can these societies regain their cultural renaissance? 

This study attempts to explore the future vision of the ideas of Malek Bennabi in the field of Islamic thought or the 
basic values advocated by Islam through what is happening in the contemporary Islamic world, with an analytical 
approach based on texts and reality scenes and God’s cosmic Sunnah. The study hopes to achieve results and 
provide a vision to re-understand Islam in its civilized form of soft power that can be understood in a modern way,  
one which aims at building the universe, honoring human rights, and asserting freedoms and non-coercion.

THEME SIX: THE QUESTION OF THE FUTURE & UNITY

Rahma Malek Bennabi, USA

Rahma Bennabi earned a degree in Biochemistry from the University of California, Los Angeles. Following in her 
late father’s footsteps, after receiving her degree in the sciences, she pursued and gained in-depth knowledge 
in sociology, psychology, child-rearing, and Islamic studies. Mindful of cultural paradigms and with the aim to 
engage young and old in civic discourses that transcend the boundaries of faith and race, she has spoken at 
various international conferences and held weekly seminars in California, covering topics that include women in 
Islam, the value of thoughts, and Muslim’s experiences in America. She has dedicated her work to contextualizing 
Malek Bennabi’s thoughts and is currently translating his works to make it accessible to the English readership. 
At the same time, she is focusing on her own publications centered around navigating postmodern times within a 
paradigm of faith to find meaning and balance.

Abstract: ‘The Conditions of the Renaissance’ in a Postmodern World 

The paper analyzes whether the ideas presented in The Conditions of the Renaissance are still relevant to 
establish a Nahda within the contemporary postmodern reality. A critical reading of Bennabi’s writings under the 
theme of civilization, and of The Conditions of the Renaissance in particular, conveys that the Muslim world can 
still engage in a renaissance. Bennabi was able to demonstrate to the reader the authenticity of Islam and the 
relevance of the principles on which it was established. Despite the waning of these principles within the Islamic 
civilization, these principles are still relevant and still maintain their potential to be used for a new civilizational 
cycle. We want to show that Bennabi designed operational modus to achieve a sustainable Nahda. Through his 
work, the reader realizes that a Nahda is simply to engage the path of history by fulfilling the conditions he puts 
forth for a renaissance: orienting culture and orienting labor and resources to ultimately produce a civilization, the 
end goal. 

In this paper we extrapolate from The Conditions of the Renaissance how to engage a Nahda in postmodern 
times, such as through engaging the youth, putting an end to the culture of victimhood, and restoring a sense of 
social mission and duty. Using The Conditions of the Renaissance, this paper shows that Bennabi’s previously 
stated conditions can be met in postmodern times to achieve a successful Nahda that can in turn spark a new 
cycle of Islamic civilization.
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Dr. Abdullah Al-Ahsan / USA

Dr. Abdullah Al-Ahsan is Professor of Comparative Civilization in the Department of Political Science and 
International Relations at the Istanbul Sehir University. He holds a Master’s from McGill University, Canada, and a 
PhD from the University of Michigan, USA. 

Abstract: Do Conditions of Renaissance Exist in International Politics Today?

“The Clash of Civilizations” thesis is the central theme in international relations today. How does one encounter 
such a conflict-ridden and divisive phenomenon? Is there any scientific way to investigate cultural diversity 
throughout the world while looking for universal human values and virtues? In other words, could worldwide 
cultural diversity be grounded upon a set of universal human values? 

From some recent scientific studies about human nature, it appears that there is surfacing a scholarly judgment 
of something called a common humanity. That common humanity seems to partake of a set of universal values—a 
common culture—that moves people into a universal set of moral principles. Some of those values and moral 
principles are as follows: personal and public safety, material well-being, social and economic equity, political 
democracy, cooperation, friendship, guilt and shame for wrongdoing, self-control, communal unity and defence, 
rule of law, reciprocity and fairness (justice), conflict resolution, the need for social and political hierarchy, and 
authority. Cognitive neuroscientists, evolutionary biologists, and evolutionary psychologists are now discovering 
these universal human values that, they say, are grounded on human emotions. Could we identify these 
civilizational values with what Ibn Khaldun called “the rational soul?” Are these values prescribed in the Qur’anic 
teachings? This paper examines this question. This paper also intends to promote civilizational co-existence as 
opposed to a clash of civilizations.

Dr. Muhammad Nor Manuty / Malaysia 

Dr. Muhammad Nor Manuty was born in the state of Perak in Malaysia in 1949. He received a Bachelor’s degree 
from the National University of Malaysia (UKM) and a Master’s and a Doctoral degree in Comparative Religions 
from Temple University. He was an academician at the International Islamic University of Malaysia and has 
written many studies and research projects in contemporary Islamic thought, especially regarding the Malaysian 
situation. 

He was the former president of the Muslim Youth Movement of Malaysia (ABIM) and involved in Malaysian politics 
for more than two decades. Recently, the Ministry of Education has appointed him as Chairman of the Board of 
Trustees of the Sultan Zainal Abidin University (UNISZA), Malaysia, and has been reappointed as a member of the 
National Council for Islamic Affairs for the State of Penang.

Abstract: The Impact of Malek Bennabi’s Thought on the Malaysian Islamic Youth Movement (ABIM)

Since its founding as an Islamic religious movement in July 1971 at the Faculty of Islamic Studies at the Malaysian 
National University, the Malaysian Islamic Youth Movement (ABIM) has played a major role in promoting Islamic 
ideas for reform in the country. Not far from the ideas of Imam Hassan al-Banna, Maulana Abul ‘Ala al-Maududi, 
Sayyid Qutb, Muhammad Iqbal, and others. In the early 1970s, the leaders of the Malaysian Muslim Youth 
Movement promoted Malek Bennabi’s ideas. It can be said, without exaggeration, that this was the first Islamic 
movement in Malaysia that promoted the name of Malek Bennabi and his great ideas on how to revive the Islamic 
renaissance in the country and the region.

This paper will address some of the relevant analysis by prominent founders of the Malaysian Islamic Youth 
Movement, such as Anwar Ibrahim, head of the movement (1974-1982); Sadiq al-Fadil, head of the movement (1982-
1991); Osman Bakr, secretary general (1975-1981); Razali Nawawi (1971-1974); and other leaders of the ABIM.
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Dr. Hassan bin Hassan / Qatar

Dr. Hassan bin Hassan is a researcher in the issues of modernity and modern man. He was an advisor to the Office 
of Scientific Research at the University of Qatar and is a researcher at the Center for Human and Social Sciences 
(now Ibn Khaldun Center). 

Dr. Hassan has two books: Paul Ricor’s Philosophy of Interpretation; and Issues of Revolution, Future, Moderation, 
and Terrorism. He has three books in preparation for publication: On Freedom and Culture of Democracy; The 
Question of Historical Awareness; and The Intellectual Duty in the Present of the Ummah. He has published 
several philosophical articles in specialized journals and magazines, and his lectures have been published on 
YouTube on the issues of Renaissance Modernity and philosophical thought.

Abstract: How to Read Malek Bennabi and How Do We Think In Line with Him and Continue his Project?

The question “How do we read Malek Bennabi?” is located in the area of exchange and interaction—the high 
density of the problematic—between what called him for thinking and the great tracts that he opened to thought, 
and what we today that strongly urges us to re-read. 

What drives us today to re-read Bennabi? How do we think with him and continue its project? This is what the 
paper attempts to answer.

Hicham Betahar / Algeria

Hicham Betahar is a lecturer at the University of Batna, and teaches courses in print and electronic editing 
techniques, data, and critical entries in media research. He has a Bachelor’s and Master’s in Information and 
Communication from the University in Batna, and is currently a PhD student in Media and Society, Jijel University, 
Algeria.

He completed a study on cybernetics paradigm. He has multiple participations in various national and 
international forums (such as those discussing theoretical consolidation of new media scientific models, media 
education, analysis of written content, importance of technical software in the development of instructional 
methods and so on). He is also the Winner of the Best Reportage Award at Al-Haj Lakhdar Batna University (2010-
2011), and is ranked second nationally for Best Short Film in the Bahja Jijel Competition (Algeria, August 2014). 

Abstract: The Question of the Future Between the Abstract and the Embodied in Malek Bennabi’s Thought: 
Analytical and Associative Study on the Book ‘The Conditions of the Renaissance’ with Nvivo1O Program

The study seeks to provide a comprehensive scientific reading of the thought of Malek Bennabi through the book, 
The Conditions of the Renaissance, in which he raised a set of questions, focusing on the question of the future 
through the dual of abstract and incarnate, highlighting the most important ideas put forward by the thinker in 
this regard. The study was included in the Nvivo1O, which analyzes the problem analysis units and categories of 
Bennabi’s ideas today, and highlights the interrelationships between these ideas through the content analysis 
approach.

The study focused on linking the ideas of Bennabi as a communicator and the public as a receiver to show 
how the nation interacted with the thoughts of the thinker using this electronic program, Nvivo1O, to help the 
researcher explore the nature of the relationship scientifically and methodically. The documentary and digital 
study concluded with a series of important results.

Bennabi focused on the most prominent dimensions and indicators of words corresponding to the renaissance 
and civilization, which reflects the writer’s desire to carefully control them and give a practical map for the later 
researchers to explain the conditions of the real renaissance.
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Dr. Omar Kamel Meskaoui is the Vice-President of the Supreme Islamic Shari’a Council in Lebanon, a thinker, and a 
deputy and a former minister. He is one of the living students of Malek Bennabi. The great Algerian thinker Malek 
Bennabi authorized him to be responsible for protecting the copyrights of his books in an official will recorded in 
the Sharia Court in Tripoli, Lebanon, in 1971. 

Dr. Meskaoui followed the footsteps of Bennabi’s thought; he also carried the project of translating some of his 
works and articles and wrote introductions to some of his books, in addition to what he wrote and published 
about his life and thought. Among his works are: Insights into Islamic Thought and Malek Bennabi; Approaches 
to the Ideas of Malek Bennabi, In the Company of Malek Bennabi, Universality and the Message of Civilization and 
Culture in Malek Bennabi’s Thought, The Unity of Civilization, and Islamic Views in Contemporary Issues.

Abstract: The Conditions of Renaissance in a New World

This paper aims to examine the thesis of Malek Bennabi and its intellectual and historical context, and his 
tendency to critique the path of intellectual disintegration, which he called “colonizability,” and its application to 
his intellectual project of the ‘Renaissance’—which regenerates the Islamic civilization once again after diagnosing 
its defects, in light of the presence of European factor and the glamor of its model. In addition to the Islamic 
renewal and reformist movement in his time were all subsequent developments of the rise of socialism and the 
expanding capitalist domination.

The book, “The Conditions of the Renaissance,” which was published 1949, was a reflection of the mentioned 
situation according to Bennabi’s vision. This seems clear from the title of the book, which let Bennabi start from a 
practical criterion that differed fundamentally from all the approaches of thinkers and writers who spoke about the 
Renaissance in various ways. This makes us look at the ideas of Bennabi that enable us to overcome the barriers 
set by globalization and the way it has led Islamic thought to a kind of borrowing from the West and a departure 
from its objectives. That borrowing has been conducted in a manner that cannot be explained in an effective 
educational project to rebuild our Ummah, because of the absence of guiding standards and strategic direction.
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