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In writing, especially in academic writing, students need to understand the
techniques to write properly. Coherence and cohesion are among the important
elements that students need to master. Here, the English language understanding
is not enough to create an attractive writing in English, but the students also need
to know how to make their writing make sense and easy to understand when other
people read their writing. The purpose of this research is to analyze students’
understanding about coherence and cohesion in their writing by focusing on what
types of coherence and cohesive tools that are dominantly used by the students in
their writing text. This research used a mixed-method. To collect the data, the
writer used document analysis and questionnaire. The participants of this study
were 155 students in English Language Department Students of State Islamic
University Ar-Raniry Banda Aceh, especifically those in semester 4 who had
taken intermediate writing course. The researchers purposively choose 15 students
from the questionnaire result to analyze their writing. The result of this study
showed that conjunction tool was the most dominant tools in cohesive type that
used by students and transition/word signal in the type of coherence that the most
dominant tools that used by students.



CHAPTER |

INTRODUCTION

A. Background of the Study

In writing, especially in academic writing,students need to understand the
techniques to write properly. Coherence and cohesion are among the important
elements that students need to master. According to Suwandi (2016), coherence is
the unity of the text in which each sentence or each paragraph in the text hangs
together to form a discourse that the readers can perceive its meaning.The unity of
the text can be built through the use of cohesive devices that connect ideas from
one sentence to the other or from one paragraph to the other.In addition, it makes
sense when readers read the whole sentence in a paragraph in a writing. Therefore,

coherence is an important thing in writing that students have to focus on.

Here, the English language understanding is not enough to create an
attractive writing in English, but the students also need to know how to make their
writing makes sense and easy to understand when other people read their writing.
According to Odell and Hobbs (2001, as cited in Faradhibah & Nur, 2017), when
a paragraph has a coherence, the ideas are arranged in a logical progression, or an
order that makes sense so that the reader moves easily from one idea to another. It
can be concluded that, coherence is one of the important aspects that plays an
important role in writing. However, this thing still becomes students’ problem in

writing. They face difficulties and get confused to recognize ideas in writing



often. Moreover, most of them still do not know how to put the main idea and
supporting idea in a paragraph. Therefore, when they start writing, it will be a
little difficult for them to provide their thoughts clearly in each paragraph.
Certainly, the writing will not be clearly read by people and definitely not

coherent as well.

Besides, students also need to be aware of another important point in
writing beside coherence. This thing surely has connection to coherence which
affects the quality of our writing, that is called cohesion. These two points are
very important and should be noticed by students when they start writing,
especially in academic writing. As Karadeniz (2017) mentioned that in writing
education, how the elements of cohesion and coherence affect the writing quality
and how the students’ ability to use the tools of cohesion can be improved based
on the qualities of a good text are the important issues.Nevertheless, coherence
and cohesion have a little different meaning. If in writing we need coherence to
make each sentence in a paragraph can be understood and make sense and also
structured. Meanwhile, cohesion is another important aspect in writing which
affects the tone of our writing and it related to grammatical functions. It also
refers to the connection of our ideas both at the sentence level and at the
paragraph level.According to Mubarak, Hamzah &Radjab (2013),cohesion
concerns the way in which the components of the surface text,for instancethe

actual words we hear or see are mutually connected within a sequence.

However, students do not really pay attention on these two important

aspects in writing. Moreover, to the beginners who started writing. They will



definitely find it difficult. Therefore, students are supposed to learn more about
coherence and cohesion in their writing class especially for English language
department students. Since if they do not understand these two things, they will
not create a good writing that can interact readers to read. According to
Faradhibah and Nur (2017), who explored about students’ difficulties in
maintaining their coherence and cohesion in writing process. The result of their
study showed that there were some difficulties faced by the students in
maintaining their coherence and cohesion in writing process, specifically in
determining and stating their ideas, fulfilling the supporting details, and using the
proper signals and spelling as well as punctuation. Another study was also
conducted by Karadeniz (2017), who investigated about cohesion and coherence
in written texts of students of Faculty of Education. This study found that there is
a highly significant relationship between the length of the text and coherence
andconsistency. It observed that there is a significant relationship in a positive
direction between consistency and coherence. A significant relationship at a low
level between the students’ skills in creating a consistent text and references,
elliptical narrative and substitution of the cohesive devices is also seen in the
study. In addition, another study about coherence and cohesion was also
conducted by Suwandi (2016), who did a research about an analysis of the final
project abstracts of the Undergraduate students. In his study, he found that the
students still did not understand well in using the coherence and cohesive devices
especially in reference, conjunctions, ellipsis which are used to link one sentence

to another sentence.



To sum up, students are still needed to be encouraged about the
knowledge coherence and cohesion in writing. Besides, students also need to learn
about these two important components seriously, because it will affect the result
of their writing either in academic and in their future level. In addition, they also
should be familiar with coherence and cohesion in writing since each component
of cohesion and coherence has tools that are required for students to understand as
well. If they do not understand these tools in coherence and cohesion, it definitely
makes them more confused to understand the theory of coherence and cohesion
and the implementation that should be put into their writing later. Based on
previous studies that have been conducted by some researchers mentioned in
previous paragraph. It was shown that there are some different cases that were
faced by students related to their understanding about coherence and cohesion in
writing. Some problems were the students were difficult in determining and
stating ideas and also get confused about the use of coherence and cohesion tools
in their writing. Therefore, this study was intended to analyze students’
understanding about coherence and cohesion in their writing by focusing on what
types of coherence and cohesive tools that are dominantly used by the students in

their writing text.

B. Research Questions

Based on problems stated above, the writer provided some questions
related to the focus of the study.
1. What kinds of cohesive tools that are dominantly used by the students in

their writing?



2. What kinds of coherence tools that are dominantly used by the students in

their writing?

C. Aims of the Study

1. To analyze what kind of cohesive tools that were dominantly used by the
students in their writing text.

2. To find out what kinds of coherence tools that were dominantly used by

the students in their writing text.

D. Significance of the Study

This research is expected to enrich the findings of the previous research
related to coherence and cohesion in students’ writing text. In addition, this study
will also provide meaningful information about the EFL (English Foreign
Language) students’ understanding in the use of coherence and cohesion devices
in their writing. Furthermore, this study also analyzes types of coherence and
cohesive devices that are dominantly used by the students in their writing text.

Therefore, this study will be beneficial for a wide variety of backgrounds as well.

E. Terminologies
1. Coherence
Coherence is the relationships that link the ideas in a text to create

meaning for the readers. In short, coherence is a clear, smooth, and logicalflow of



ideas, i.e. From one sentence to another and from one paragraph to the next that

creates meaning for the readers.

2. Cohesion

Cohesion is related to grammatical and lexical linking within a text or
sentence that holds a text together and gives it a meaning. In addition, it is also
related to the broader concept of coherence. Besides, cohesion has two types, they
are grammatical cohesion which is based on structural content and lexical

cohesion which is based on lexical content and background knowledge.

3. Writing

Writing can be widely defined from several perspectives. In the language
learners’ perspective, writing can be classified as productive skills besides
speaking. Writing produces written language, while speaking can produce spoken
language; both of them are very different. According to Iftanti (2016) writing is
believed that as important skill and frequently used by people in their daily lives

either as individual, research and workplaces issues.



CHAPTER 2

LITERATURE REVIEW

This chapter deals with description about theories related to the study. It is
aimed to support the understanding of the problem that has been stated in previous

chapter.

A. Overview of writing
1. Definition of Writing
Writing is considered as one of significant language skills that
should be mastered by students in English besides speaking, listening and
UHDGLQJ :ULWLQJ XVXDOO\ FDQ EH GHILQHG DV
ideas or thoughts on paper. In education context, writing is always used by
students in the form of essay.Besides, it is also frequently used by people
in their daily lives. However, writing skill is perceived as one of difficult
skills in English which students still do mistakes oftentimes in their
writing skill. This case happens due to some reasons, for instance students
are not so familiar yet in writing skill, less practice and etc. Therefore, it is
important for students to train their writing skill to produce a better writing
and it is requirred to learn it seriously since it is not easy skill to learn. As
6FKROHYV .ODXV S DUJXHG WKDW 33ZULWLAQ.

and studied purposive O\ EHFDXVH LW WDNHV PRUH HIIRUW W
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