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Confidential Comments to the Editor

This is an interesting issue in the field of Islamic Management. It counts as an effort in measuring an abstract
concept of Islamic piety.

Comments to the Author

1. References that support the issue is a bit old (10 years or more) as it can be observed in paragraph 1  
2. The first sentence on page 1 line 36 claimed "the lack of agreement of...", but it is from the references of
2003 and 2010. It is possible that between 2010 - present, there has been an agreement. Author/s need to
find more convincing arguments to this standing.  
3. Page 3, line 12 -13, instead of arguing by presenting old data, the author should show the lack of findings
from previous literature that aim at building a model for measuring Islamic piety in combination with ANN  
4. I suggest separating the discussion from the conclusion, it easier to read that way  
5. In the last part of section 5, the study should add an implication to the findings
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SAGE Open (IF 0.715) is an open access, peer-reviewed journal indexed in Sciences Citation Index (SSCI), DOAJ
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Please let me know as soon as possible if you will be able to accept my invitation to review. If you are unable to
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or click the appropriate link at the bottom of the page to automatically register your reply with our online manuscript
submission and review system. 
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please let us know. Your safety and that of your family is our priority during these difficult times. 

SAGE Open is committed to ensuring that the peer-review process is as robust and ethical as possible. The
Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE) guidelines regarding peer review can be found at the following link. Please
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files/Ethical_guidelines_for_peer_reviewers_0.pdf. 

SAGE Open greatly values the work of our reviewers. In recognition of your support, we are pleased to offer you free
access to all SAGE journals for 60 days upon receipt of your completed review and a 25% book discount on all SAGE
books ordered online. We will send you details of how to register for online access and order books at discount as
soon as you have submitted your review. 

As part of a six month pilot program, our reviewers now have the opportunity to opt-in to receive credit for their review
contributions at Publons.com. You can read more about opting in and how this benefits you here:
https://publons.com/in/sage/ 

Once you accept my invitation to review this manuscript, you will be notified via e-mail about how to access
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manuscript and reviewer instructions in your Reviewer Center. 

I realize that our expert reviewers greatly contribute to the high standards of the Journal, and I thank you for your
present and/or future participation.
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Ms. Avanti Dhiman 
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MANUSCRIPT DETAILS 

TITLE: Hybrid Modelling of Islamic Piety Via Exploratory Factor Analysis and An Artificial Neural Network 

ABSTRACT: The purpose of the study is to investigate a hybrid model of Islamic piety, by merging exploratory factor
analysis (EFA) and an artificial neural network (ANN). The present research was divided into three phases. The first
phase applied the Delphi method to identify the dimensions of Islamic piety. In the second, the dimensions
established using the Delphi method were used in exploratory factor analysis (EFA) to uncover the underlying
structure of Islamic Piety construct. In the last phase, an artificial neural network (ANN) was used to rank the factors
discovered to establish their significance. The EFA results offers a new model of Islamic Piety comprising of five
factors: Rituals, Belief, integrity, love of family and justice. An ANN model was formed and enhanced using the
determination of model variables. The results revealed that the main variables in the Islamic piety are Rituals,
integrity, belief, love of family and justice. The implication of this study is useful for educational, academic,
organizational management including leadership, training and human development, and policy making initiatives.
Management can use the model developed to satisfy the needs of their employees and hence enhance to increase
the productivity. This study is one of the pioneering studies in the field of Islamic management and the first to employ
ANN. The results of the present research affirm that Islamic Piety is one of the key fundamentals of Islamic faith.
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