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ABSTRACT

This article would like to discuss the women’s position in Aceh after the implementation of
“ormal Sharia in 2002. Many research findings said that the application, of Sharia in Aceh as an
sbstacle against a more just, equal and egalitarian relation between men and women in the
present-day Aceh society. In fact that situation is relatively caused by the narrow interpretation
of the Islamic religious discourse on women’s position after the implementation of Sharia. By
wsing historical account analysis, this article would like to emphasize that a counterpart and
authoritative Islamic religious discourse on women'’s position in Islamic society, especially in
Aceh, should be offered in order to build a more just, equal and egalitarian relation between
men and women in the society.
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ABSTRAK

drtikel ini ingin mendiskusikan posisi perempuan Muslim di Aceh pasca penerapan formalisasi
wvariat tahun 2002. Banyak temuan penelitian menyebutkan bahwa syariah di Aceh merupakan
menghambat suatu kondisi masyarakat yang lebih adil, setara dan egaliter antara lelaki dan
merempuan dalam konstruk sosial masyarakat Aceh sekarang. Pada faktanya kondisi demikian
recara relatif lebih disebabkan interpretasi sempit terkait wacana keagamaan Islam perihal
rosisi perempuan dalam masyarakat pasca penerapan Syariah. Dengan menggunakan
vendekatan analisa sejarah, artikel ini hendak menekankan pentingnya wacana keislaman
tandingan yang lebih otoritatif di Aceh dalam upaya mewujudkan suatu kondisi masyarakat yang
cbih adil, setara dan egaliter antara lelaki dan perempuan dalam konstruk sosial masyarakat.

Kata kunci: Posisi Perempuan Muslim, Syariah, Aceh, Otoritatif, Wacana Keagamaan Islam

Introduction

This article deals with the women’s position in Aceh (a province in the Western part of
‘adonesia), a topic of contest between the Ulama, intellectuals (academics) and activists, after the
mplementation of formal Sharia in 2002. Many recent research findings on the application of
Sharia in Aceh indicate that Islamic Sharia acts as an obstacle against a more just, equal and
czalifarian relation between men and women in the present-day Aceh socicty. I argue that this
sroblem is not mainly caused by Sharia, but rather by the narrow interpretation of the Islamic
m=ligious discourse on women’s position after the implementation of Sharia.

To get a broader perspective and a better understanding of this situation, I will highlight
ree different periods in the history of Aceh, to obtain a wider view on women’s position in the
“=zion through a historical account. What I mean by the term narrative in the title is that I will
e an account of the evolution of the women’s position in Aceh through history. The three
=storical periods I will focus on are the following:(1) the pre-independence period(1900-1945),
| the period of the conflict between the Indonesian Army (TNI) and the Free Aceh Movement

=AM) (1976-2005), and (3) the period of Sharia implementation (2002-present). Although there



are differences between these periods, somehow they are stronziv r=lzted to each other and they
have all significantly contributed to shaping the perception o= women’s position in Aceh

after the implementation of Sharia.

-

I will use Abou el-Fadhl’s thesis (2003) on the “zuthomtztive” and “authoritarian™
interpretation of the Islamic religious discourse cn women in e curent Islamic Acehnese
society to examine the women'’s position in Aceh after the implemzntation of Sharia. What I can
conclude based on the above-mentioned narrative is that “the zuihoritarian” perspective on
women’s position has become “authoritative” and is now bomz tzken for granted by the

Acehnese society, on behalf of Islamic Sharia.
To this end, the second section will provide literature r=vicw on women position in

[slamic exegetes. The third section will discuss women position = the three periods of Acch
history, and the fourth section will discuss about “the authoriztive” and “the authoritarian”
Islamic religious interpretation dealing with women position in the Muslim society, and at the

last will be closed by concluding remark.

Women Position in Islamic Exegetes: Literature Review

It is no doubt that Islam, as a revealed religion, has put the core value within its principles
on brotherhood and equality related to the posmon of men 2nd women. That value could be
concluded and also reflected from many verses in the Quran w=ich obviously mentioned that
women who are believers have the same shared chance and being z= the partners of men in many
various situations and different aspects of life. This value which stromzly based and rooted to the
main sources of Islam, i.e. Quran and /fuadith, has broadly besn accepted and applied among
Muslim society in the time of revelation to abolish the cusioms. ‘raditions and inequality

circumstances of pre-Islamic Arab society (al-’ Alwani, 1996: 172-3
That kind of just Islamic teachings is important to be mentioned here that Islam has its

own revealed comprehensn= view in terms of defining justice regasding position of men and
women in society. This view. however, still be preserved and maimtained within the Moslem
society framework until inequality interpretation of Quran came imto surface and became the
mainstream interpretation by "~_'_:'.;::z with some proofs and evidences, quoted from Quran for
then perceived as a legitimated authority to give the right meaning and interpretation of Quran
(Abou EI Fadl, 2003: 98-140).

This latter kind of interpretation has also been tried to bz justified and corroborated with
some limitations perceived belonz 1o women in terms of intellectus! Seficiency, less reliable, less
credible in certain situation which could be categorized as some mberited psychological and
sociological prejudices amongz society. To support this view. some verses in Qur’an such as
shown in the verse (2:282) regarding women testimony which regured two women and one man,
in case of the absence of two men as the witness, was used to justify that such limitation as the
obstacle of an equal condition Setween men and women.

In fact, inequality in number regarding women testimony of two women equal to one
man, as stated above, actuzaliy cemv Qd from literally interpretation from the verse so-called verse
of debt (ayat al-dayn) in Qur=m (2:282). Within mtexpret._--:: orocess, one thing couldn’t be
dismissed that the undcm::.; oz of a text has more to do with the context surrounding the text
when it appeared than with the text itself. Many Muslim jumsts categorized the verse as
recommended or merely instructional (irsyad) and without -e:;; mmport rather than an obligatory
or 7jab (al-’ Alwani, 1996: 173 . The whole meaning of the verse as follow:
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