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ABSTRACT 

Name   : Muhammad Khaliq Gibran 

NIM   :180203214 

Faculty  : Education and Teacher Training Faculty 

Major   : English Language Education Department 

Thesis working : Students’ Perceptions on English Club Program to 

  Support Their speaking Practice 

Main Supervisor : Prof. Dr. Luthfi Auni, M.A. 

Co-Supervisor  : Mulia,S.Pd.I M. Ed. 

Keywords  : Students’, Perceptions, English Club Program 

 

The aim of this research is to find out the students’ perceptions of English club,to 

discover the challenge faced and to picture the program activities to support their 

speaking practice. This study used a qualitative research design to answer all 

research questions and used to examine questions that can best by verbally 

describing how participants in a study perceive. In taking the participants, 

researcher used purposive sampling. There were six participant taken from the 

students of SMPN 1 Banda Aceh. They were the members of English club. The 

instrument used to find the data was an interview. The researcher found that English 

club members had several perceptions to support their speaking practice, such as, 

the benefits of the English club, how the program works, and the effectiveness of 

level confidence in speaking after joining English club. Almost all members agree 

that the English club program provides big positive impact for them, on running the 

program especially in role play and debate is a very effective way to practice 

speaking and increasing the confidence in the same time. In addition the members 

in English club faced several challenges when running running the program to 

improve their English speaking ability because of that the members should make 

preparation programs by themselves. 
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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Study 

 

English is the language used to communicate with people around the world, 

especially in modern times English is a tool or skill that must be possessed by 

someone to make it easier for them to achieve a goal. In Indonesia, English has been 

introduced to students from elementary school to college, because the government 

wants the younger generation to be able to speak English proficiently when they 

want to get a job in the future. Students will get social and professional advantages 

if they can use the language orally such as opportunities for student exchange, 

scholarships, international employment, and further education (Supriyadi2005). 

English proficiency is represented by four categories of skills such as listening, 

speaking, reading, and writing. In modern society, all these skills are interrelated 

because everything is needed in one way or another for communication. Speaking 

skills are more fundamental than others because they help to maintain a strong 

mastery of the relevant language that can be easily used in any communicative 

situation that arises in an emergency. Psycho-linguistically, its discompabilty is 

recognized as ideas for communication generated in the mind in the process of 

conceptualizing different objects in the world of life and formulating various 

thoughts about them in terms of oral expression. In addition, speaking skills are an 

important part of the speaker’s consciousness. However, in our educational system, 

the development of oral skills in English is taken for granted. As a result, there is 

no emphasis on teaching or assessing English speaking skills. Derived from a 
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school system in which English speaking skills are still very far from being good, 

the majority of students suffer from junior high school to university they are faced 

with a great demand for achieving relevant speaking skills because they are 

supposed to carry out many activities in English; attend English- language lectures, 

collect information from various sources that are only available in English, generate 

assignments in English, take part in presentations and discussions carried out in 

English, and visiting various place where the general command is English 

(Kareema 2016). 

The four skills must be learned by the student to gain proficiency in English 

and Speaking becomes the most important skill that a student must have. Speaking 

is usually the most preferred language skill that is used to see if a person has 

successfully learned a language or not. That is why most students make the good 

speaking performance of their ultimate goal in language learning (Richard & 

Rendaya, 2002, Rao, 2019). 

However, the reality that occurs at school is very different or even complicated 

for students, the researcher got a case when undergoing PPL/Internship at SMPN 1 

Banda Aceh related to English lessons where SMPN 1 has an OSIS organization in 

which there is a language division. The Language Division itself has a goal to get 

used to the habit of speaking English by creating an association called "English 

Club". 

There arose problem that students complained to the researchers themselves 

regarding the issues they faced, The students had problems with how they could 

launch their goal of speaking English with all members of the English club but this 
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didn't go smoothly because many students less or maybe can't speak well but still 

wants to stay as a club member in hopes of speaking English. 

Tuan and Mai (2015) found that the bad performance of students in speaking 

was affected by some factors such as: lack of student motivation, the use of their 

mother tongue in the learning process, lack of vocabulary, the participation during 

teaching activities. Problems that were present in the English club of SMPN 1 

Banda Aceh themselves included a lack of confidence, vocabulary, grammar, and 

fluency in issuing English vocabulary because of the influence of their mother 

tongue. However, the researcher sees the main problem is in the lack of vocabulary 

that students have and this is a strong factor supporting the emergence of other 

problems. 

The main purpose of this study is to investigate the root of the problem that 

prevents students from carrying out speaking skills among English club members 

through mechanisms implemented through several oral activities used as teaching 

materials, group discussions, role-playing games, brainstorming, and story-telling, 

furthermore. This study examines how effective oral activities are selected to 

promote oral skills, investigates the best activities to improve speech skills, and to 

achieve good results. 

A study has been carried out on what factors positively affect students’ 

English-speaking fluency. It was conducted by Hidayat and Herawati (2012) the 

results show that three factors influence students’ speaking fluency, including an 

enjoyable learning process, good self-motivation, and good support from their 

friends. Even though the English club has a program for speaking English with their 
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fellow learners, it is designed to fill in the problems that affect their program by 

focusing on factors of confidence, vocabulary, and grammar. To form good 

competence of students in speaking English. 

B. Research Question 

What are students’ perceptions of the English club program to support their 

speaking practice? 

C. Aims of Study 

To find out the students’ perception of English club activities in speaking 

practice. 

D. Significance of the study 

The significance of this study is to find ways for students to improve their 

English speaking skills in the hope of helping students find out what factors are 

inhibiting them from improving their abilities and find ways to make the English 

Club program run successfully. 

Referring to a situation where students get very easy social media, the problems 

that arise also vary according to what they see daily as well as the interactions of 

students who can be considered quite modern, of course, the problems that are 

present in each student are different. 

E. Research Terminology 

Some terms need to be clarified in their meaning for this research, including 

factors affecting speaking fluency. 

1. Perception Process 

Judge and Robbins (2015) states that perception is a process that individuals 
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can take to organize and interpret their sensory impressions to give meaning to their 

environment. According to Qiong (2017, as cited in Yeyen., 2019), the perception 

process consists of three stages: selection, organization, and interpretation. The 

perception focused on this study is every individuals can take to organize and 

interpret their sensory impressions to give meaning to their environment. 

2. Students’ Speaking skill 

Speaking skills are productive skills in communicating verbally and directly 

that have a purpose: to add opinions in communication. According to Tarigan (2008 

as cited in Rahas, 2019) Speaking is the ability to pronounce sound articulation to 

demonstrate thoughts, ideas, and feelings. Speaking skills are obtained after the 

process of listening and can be assessed directly by observers and teachers. The 

speaking skills focused on this study are vocabulary, fluency and pronounciation. 

3. English club 

Kathleen and Bryce (2015) stated that the English club is a kind of 

extracurricular activity that is held regularly where the people gathered to practice 

their English skills including speaking, listening, reading, and writing. Kurniawan 

(2010) explained English Club is extracurricular which is an English-based 

educational organization. English club as a place for students to learn and improve 

their English language skills. 

The English club referred in this study is an English club in junior high school 

which is a place for student to improve and develop their ability. The members are 

those who have chosen to join by themselves and the students had participated in 

several English club program.
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CHAPTER 2 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

This chapter explains what theories are used in this study. includes a brief 

discussion of the student perception on the English club program in speaking 

practice, the definition of perception and speaking, the factors that influence the 

problem, and the definition of the English club program and what are the activities 

in it. 

A. Perception in Brief 

1. Definition of Perception 

Perception is a process that individuals can take to organize and interpret their 

sensory impressions to give meaning to their environment (Judge & Robbins, 

2015). While some academics give various definitions ofthe term perception. The 

term perception appears from the Latin words perception meaning “receiving, 

collecting, and action of taking possession, apprehension with the mind or senses 

and perception is the first step in social cognition, commonly considered the first 

step in perception” (Derryberry and Tucker, 1994, as cited in Ukhti, 2018, p. 7). 

Erin and Maharani (2018) added that perception is a psychological process through 

the experience gained by the five senses, and individuals can process responses into 

positive or negative perceptions. The Responses are obtained through the stages of 

selection, interpretation, and reaction. 

Based on the definitions above, The Researcher conclude that perception is a 

process of understanding that individuals can take to organize and interpret their 

sensory impressions to give meaning to their environment.
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2. Perception Process 

Perception is the result of a specific process. It began with an object's stimuli 

being sensed by a human organ, which was then transferred to the brain, which was 

then followed by thinking and interpreting the meaning (Fu & Nassaji, 2016). 

According to Qiong (2017), the perception process consists of three stages: 

selection, organization, and interpretation. The first stage is selection. In the first 

perceptual stage, environmental stimuli are transformed into meaningful 

experiences. For example, stimulation of words such as accident witnesses, ticking 

clocks, and so on. These stimuli simultaneously go to the sensory organs for 

processing. The second stage is organization. At this stage, we need to arrange them 

in several ways according to certain patterns of meaning. In this stage of perception, 

we will know the shape, color, texture, size, etc. of the event or social and physical 

object we encounter. For example, when asked about humans, someone might 

describe it from the point of view of skin color, race, or nationality. Finally, the 

third stage 19 in perception is interpretation. At this stage, it refers to the process of 

determining the meaning of the selected stimuli. After the selected stimuli are 

categorized into structured patterns, we can try to understand these patterns by 

providing meaning. 

3. Factors Affecting Perception 

According to Robbins and Judge (2013), three factors influence perception as 

bellow: 

a. Perceiver 

When a person is looking at the target and trying to interpret what he or she 
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sees, the interpretation is strongly influenced by the characteristics of the person 

which involve the attitude, personality, motives, interests, experience, and 

expectations. 

b. Target 

The characteristics of the target also affect what is perceived. Loud people 

are more likely to be noticed in a group than quiet ones. 10 Because the targets are 

not looked at in isolation but, the relationship between the target and background 

also influences the perception. 

c. Situation 

The context in which we see objects or events is also important. The time at 

which an object or event is seen can influence attention, as can location, light, heat, 

or any number of situational factors. 

So, it can be concluded that perception is influenced by several factors. These 

factors can emerge from the outside or within the individual itself. Thus, every 

person has a different perception of a particular object. Then, the powerful and 

interesting stimuli are the most things that are observed. 

4. Dimension of Perception 

Perception has three dimensions Understanding the object, viewing the thing, 

and taking action toward the item are the three dimensions also includes a set or 

anticipation dimension. We expect a nice thing to happen in the future when we use 

the word anticipation as a noun. Perception, based on the description above, is not 

just having opinion on something, but also hoping and demanding that something 
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wonderful happens in the future. 

According to Unumeri (2009), the perceptual process is influenced by two 

internal and external aspects. The internal factors are: 

a) Need and desires 

The perception of relatively happy individuals is essentially different from 

unhappy individuals. According to Rao and Narayana (1998, as cited in Unumeri, 

2009), "people perceive the same thing differently at different levels of needs and 

desires." In addition, people's expectations, motivations and desires also shape their 

perception of others and situations around them. 

b) Personality 

Another strong impact on what people perceive about the individual is 

individual characteristic behavior. "It is a simple saying that optimistic people 

perceive things in favorable terms, pessimistic people in negative terms." 

According to Maslow (1972, as cited in Unumeri, 2009), “there is a category of 

people between the optimist and the pessimist who are able to perceive others 

"accurately and objectively”. He concluded this issue in the following outline: 

- Safe people prefer to view others as warm, not cold. 

- Thoughtful people should not express themselves by showing extreme 

judgment on others. 

- Individuals who accept and believe in themselves view things favorably 

through their individuality. 

- Self-accepting people view themselves as loved, wanted, andembraced by 

others.  
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c) Experience 

Experience which combined with knowledge has an impact on individual’s 

perception. Successful experience increases the ability to perceive something and 

leads to the perception accuracy. 

Then, there are five external factors, they are: 

a) Size 

Perceptual stimulation in greater sizes is more likely to be perceived. This is 

because the fact that dominance is generally correlated with the size factor and 

others stand out for selection. A straight-forward instance is a complete one. Page 

ads draw more interest than just a page. 

b) Intensity 

This factor has to do with promoting the probability of choosinga stimulus. For 

instance, underlining or bolding or italicizing words in a written text are some of 

the strategies that foster intensity. "The greater the intensity of the stimulus, the 

greater the probability of it being noticed." 

c) Frequency 

It discusses the focus that emerges from the constant repetition of a given 

stimulus. That is, our consciousness is literally drawn by the art of repetition and 

11 our attention to the message that is sent. It is more likely that the stimulus 

repeated with greater intensity would qualify for selection, as it were. 

d) Status 

A perception is affected by the status of a person being perceived. Highly 

placed officers are likely to influence workers within an organization than those 
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who are at the lower levels of organizations. 

e) Contrast 

Stimulus that share similar environmental characteristics are less likely to be 

the quality for the perceiver's selection than those that contrast strongly with the 

environment. 

B. The English Club Program 

1. The Definition of English Club 

According to Noor (2012), extracurriculars can be the right place to provide 

students with to develop their potential, talent, and interest based on activities they 

have done in extracurriculars. Generally, this sort of activity allows students to 

freely express themselves through independent group activities under the direction 

of an instructor or teacher. By the students developing their potential, talent, and 

interest, they can improve their cognitive, affective, and psychomotor skills as the 

main goal of those activities Suryosubroto (2014). Extracurriculars have some 

programs, one of the programs is the English club. An English club is a place for 

language learners to use English in a casual setting. 

Practicing skills in class is very important, but, in class, students often focus on 

one skill in English clubs, students will get more opportunities to practice many 

different skills to speak English in real life. so, English clubs will require students 

to speak more clearly and listen more carefully. In Indonesia, English is one of the 

main subjects but English has limitations to be learned in schools because students 

do not get enough time to improve their abilities, especially in speaking, as language 

learners students must be able to improve their speaking skills because speaking is 
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very poorly used in the classroom, generally teachers only explain subjects 

only according to the curriculum without thinking about the overall understanding 

of students, therefore practice outside the classroom is very important to improve 

students' abilities, namely by participating in the English club at their school. 

Kathleen and Bryce (2015) stated that the English club is a kind of 

extracurricular activity that is held regularly where the people gathered to practice 

their English skills including speaking, listening, reading, and writing. Besides, 

Kurniawan (2010,) describes the further benefit of English club activities, he stated 

that while the students regularly gathered to practice their skills, they can also 

improvetheir achievements, especially their speaking skills. From the statement, we 

can conclude that an English club is another way to improve speaking outside the 

regular classroom activity. The statement by Kathleen and Bryce (2016,) said that 

the primary goals of English clubs are communicating and practicing English. 

English club may incorporate reading, writing, listening speaking, and critical 

thinking. 

As stated by Malu& Smedley (2016), the club concept is a worldwide 

phenomenon. The book club is a venue to talk about books; school- or university- 

based clubs like debate clubs, foreign-language clubs, and sports clubs supply 

members with opportunities to engage in their interest activities. Membership in 

such clubs can be voluntary or based on qualifications or expertise. 

According to them, The English club is a place to hold informal meetings of 

individuals and meet regularly or often voluntarily and who come from different 
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circles or parts of cities, communities, and villages to practice English. The goal is 

to communicate and practice English. Various club activities such as reading, 

writing, listening, speaking, and critical thinking as the main focus is on practicing 

speaking and listening Discuss English. Interactions with fellow members are also 

carried out collaboratively and effectively starting from telling and discussing about 

real life and expressing themselves in the club environment. 

2. The Activities in English Club 

Learning English in a conversation club can be a rewarding and effective way 

to enhance students language skills. By engaging in meaningful conversations with 

fellow learners, students can develop fluency, improve pronunciation, and gain 

confidence in speaking English.In SMPN 1 Banda Aceh the members of the English 

club has program activities to support their speaking such as, skit,role play, and 

debate. Especially in debate, the English debate club is a club provided by the 

school for students interested in debate (Suharsih & Supriatna, 2020). Here, they 

will carry out all forms of debate activities, starting from preparation, arranging 

arguments, assigning speakers, and debate simulations. Wirawan (2010) states that 

debate encourages the debater not only to speak out, but also to listen to different 

kinds of opinions and at the end respecting those differences. The debate is started 

by the affirmative team whose job is to defend the motion of debate. Then, followed 

by the opposite team who deny and does not agree to the motion. 

Ewens (2013) suggests several practical activities suitable for an English club, 

such as discussions and having themed English Club. Having discussions based on 

a pre-determined theme often works well. Participants can work in pairs, or small 
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groups or can talk together as a whole group and discuss the questions given. 

Besides, some English clubs also should have a theme, organizing a different 

activity related to that theme for each time the group meets. It helps to motivate 

students to join the program and build their interest in improving their speaking 

ability. 

The activities in English Club based on Malu& Smedley (2016) are skits, 

debate, role play, and social change. 

1) Skit 

Skit is a brief conversation or dialogue between two or more people. It usually 

tells a story or part of a story. Synonyms for skit are sketch, drama, or dialogue. 

Before the club meeting, the supervisor must read the skit and identify the number 

of roles for the skit. Reading the skit before the meeting is very important. 

2) Role Plays 

Role-plays are similar to skits; the primary differences are that many members 

can take part in role plays, and role plays do not use a script. Each role- play is 

different because the role-play depends on the interpretation of each person who 

plays the assigned role. Role play is most effective when the issues selected are 

related to the lives of club members. 

3) Debate 

According to Akerman& Neale (2011), debate can be described as a formal 

discussion where two opposing sides follow a set of pre-agreedrules to engage in 

an oral exchange of different points of view on an issue. Debates are common in 

both political and educational environments. Individuals can disagree with an 
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opposing point of view in a structured setting that gives all participants a chance to 

present, defend their arguments, and reach conclusions about the arguments of their 

opponents. However, most debates with a public audience center on a controversial 

issue that has an interest for the audience such as gun control, for example. Some 

debates have audience participation with some questions posed by the audience to 

the debaters. Debates may involve one participant or they may be in a team. 

4) Social Change 

Social change begins when club members discuss critical issues in their 

communities. Once members take action to alter their society, they are invested in 

and committed to improving lives, particularly those in their communities. While 

the activities of social change can be paired with other activities such as debates, 

skits, or role plays, they should follow a basic three-step format. The first club 

meeting should identify the problem or issue that members want to address. One 

way to do this is to brainstorm. After brainstorming playfully and creatively, 

members are ready to generate a list of problems they have in their community. 

Next, members need to learn as much as possible about the problem. During a 

follow-up meeting, an expert would possibly address the club, providing 

information about ways they might go to solve the problem. 

3. Benefits of joining the English Club 

English club is a kind of extracurricular held by a school. Extracurriculars are 

activities that can serve as a forum for students who have an interest in the event. 

Extracurricular activities are followed and implemented by students both in school 

and outside of school, aiming to enable students to develop their potential, interests, 
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and talents. The purpose of students of joined an extracurricular such as an English 

club must be to take the benefits of the extracurricular. Based on Galanes and 

Adams (2013) students could get the advantage of joining an English club. The 

advantages are as below: 

a. The English club members enjoy fellowship and companionship. 

b. The students receive moral and emotional support for their views. 

c. Get passion to not reticence (challenged reticence). 

d. English Club will most likely have access to much more information. 

e. Get the same turn to speak. 

f. More pleasant and suitable than regular class (English course). 

g. Get new vocabulary, knowledge, and information when the interlocutor 

speaking. 

C. Concept of Speaking 

1. Definition of Speaking 

Torky (2006) states that speaking is one of the four language skills (reading, 

writing, listening, and speaking). Besides that, speaking is one of the productive 

skills of English and it goes side by side with all language skills. Speech is 

considered one of the most important aims of language teaching (Aljadili, 2014). In 

addition, Hornby (1995) states that speaking is about something to talk or say 

something about something; to mention something, to have a conversation with 

somebody, to address somebody in words, to say something, or express oneself in 

a particular language. Speaking is the ability to pronounce sound articulation to 

demonstrate thoughts, ideas, and feelings (Tarigan,2008 as cited in Rahas, 2019). 
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McDonough and Shaw (2003) defined speaking as communicating ideas, beliefs, 

or a desire to accomplish something, as well as establishing and maintaining social 

relationships and friendships. The speaking context, such as the participants and the 

environment, influences the speaking goal, form, and meaning. Speaking also 

involves sharing meaning through non-verbal symbols. Thus, speaking is the active 

use of language in expressing and conveying information, ideas, and opinion in 

which the form and meaning are influenced by the context it occurs. 

2. The Important of Speaking 

Villa (2016) states that good communication can occur through the process of 

interchanging thoughts or ideas in interactions. For example, telling information or 

some news, asking others for help, etc. All of these activities can be done through 

speaking, therefore, the act of speaking itself is very important in life. Setyonegoro 

(2013) says that all human beings whenever they live always speak the language 

although they do not have any writing system to record their language. Someone 

can speak because they know the language and understand the meaning of language. 

Leong and Ahmadi (2017) add that speaking capability can be measured by whether 

a foreign language learner is successful in learning or not. However, mastering 

speaking skills can beseen not only from the performance of learners in speaking 

but also from their competence in using the language. 

According to Bueno, Madrid, and Mclaren (2006), “Speaking is one of the most 

difficult skills language learners have to face. Speaking is considered the most 

important of the four language skills of English. Even the learners learn the 

language for so many years; they find it difficult to speak in real-time situations 
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when it is demanded. There are many reasons to overcome this. 

3. The Purpose of Speaking 

“Speaking is desire-and-purpose-driven” (McDonough & Shaw, 2003). Each 

purpose for speaking implies the rules of how spoken language represents the 

context wherein speech occurs, the participants, and their roles and relationships 

(Richard & Willy, 2002).Harmer (2007) characterized the purposes of speaking as 

interactiveor non-interactive. The interactive talk takes place eye to eye or face to 

face, while leaving a message on a mobile phone or e-mail is called non- interactive. 

Some linguists attempt to form the category of speaking purposes. Richards (2009) 

used an expanded three-part version of Brown and Yule‟s framework that 

determined the speaking purposes as interaction, transaction, and performance. For 

each purpose, speech production is quite different; therefore, Richards (2009) 

emphasizes a different teaching approach. 

a. Talk as interactions 

Interactional talk means conversation and interaction to maintain social 

relationships. The focus is more on the speaker rather than the massage. 

Interactional talk is more people-oriented, with the dominant purpose of sustaining 

social relationships (Menggo, 2018). In line with this, Burkart (1998) added that in 

terms of exchanging information, accurate and orderly information is not the 

primary goal. The duration of each speaker's communication tends to be relatively 

short. Greetings, compliments, small talks, and telling jokes are examples of 

interactional functions. 
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b. Talk as a transaction 

On the contrary, talk as a transaction describes circumstancesin which the 

attention is on what is said or done. The main focus here is the massage and how to 

make the listeners catch it accurately and precisely, rather than how they engage 

socially (Rahman & Deviyanti, 2012). Transactional communication can be 

described as message-oriented: the key is that the message is clearly stated to reduce 

misinterpretation. News broadcasts, obtaining information or goods or services, and 

instructions are examples of transactional purposes (Menggo, 2018). In contrast to 

interactional speech, this type gives the speaker a longer duration. It may require 

the prior organization of information and specific linguistic devices to signal what 

kind of information is provided (Basturkmen, 2002). 

c. Talk as performance 

This is related to speaking in public or front of an audience, forinstance, in 

morning talks, public announcements, speeches, presentations, or lectures 

(Richards, 2009). Although the differences between interactional and transactional 

purposes are frequently blended maintaining good social interactions with others 

helps to make transactional tasks easier to do (Brazil, 1995). So both purposes can 

be perceived as two dimensions of spoken interaction. 

D. Previous Studies on English Club Program. 

Previously, there was already research about English Clubs, one of them is The 

Effect of English Clubs on Students’ Speaking Ability at SMPN 2 Lembah 

Gumanti, conducted by Anggraini (2015) at STKIP PGRI SUMBAR. Descriptive 

quantitative research to find out the effect of the English Club and the difference 
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between the students who joined the English Club and those who didn’t. It was 

found out that the English club had an effect on students and there was a clear 

difference between those who joined and those who didn’t. 

Nur Salama (2018) conducted a study to know about the student’s perceptions 

of the English club as an extracurricular in speaking practice at SMP Nasional 

Makassar in eighth grade. This research method was descriptive qualitative method 

and The findings showed that students perceived English English club plays an 

important role in supporting students to practice speaking. 

Furthermore, Muhaeral Muchlis (2014) conducted a study to find out the 

effectiveness of English club Discussions in improving students’ speaking skills in 

teaching speaking. This research’s findings show a significant improvement in the 

students’ speaking fluency in the experimental class. 

Research by Zulvy Melviza (2017) under the title Students’ Perception Toward 

English club activities. This study was conducted at SMAN 3 Banda Aceh. The 

researcher used two instruments to find the data needed: a questionnaire and an 

interview. This study aims to find out the perception of students toward English 

club activities in speaking. 

Yeyen Armita (2019) conducted a study titled Students’ Perception Toward 

English club extracurricular activities in practicing speaking at SMAN 02 Kaur, 

Bengkulu. The goals of this research were to find out the students’ perception 

toward English club extracurricular activities in practicing and to know the English 

club students’ speaking ability. This research applied a descriptive qualitative 

method. 
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Despite on previous studies on a related subject, This study aims to find out 

what perceptions from the English club support students’ speaking performances, 

and the participants are the members of the English club at SMPN 1 Banda Aceh. 

In this research, the purpose wants to investigate how the activities in the English 

club support the students speaking practice. Ewens (2013) suggests several practical 

activities suitable for an English club, such as discussions and having themed 

English Club. Having discussions based on a pre-determined theme often works 

well. Participants can work in pairs, or small groups or can talk together as a whole 

group and discuss the questions given.
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CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

This chapter will explain the research method that has been carried out in this 

research. The systematics in this chapter consists of such research design, research 

site, participants, methods of data collection, and methods of data analysis. 

A. Research Design 

The researcher uses qualitative methods namely data collection that will be 

carried out based on the interpretation of the results observations and interviews 

with research informants. This study uses a qualitative research design to answer 

all research questions and used to examine questions that can best by verbally 

describing how participants in a study perceive and interpret various aspects of their 

environment. According to Ary, Jacobs, and Sorensen (2010), “qualitative research 

focuses on understanding a social phenomenon from the perspective of human 

participants in a natural setting”. They state further that qualitative research focuses 

on getting “a holistic picture and depth of understanding rather than a numeric 

analysis of data” as the result of research (Ary et al., 2010). In other words, 

qualitative research employs images and words to answer questions rather than 

employs numbers and measurements such as frequencies, means, and statistical 

tests. In addition, Creswell, J. W. (2012) stated that qualitative research was best 

used when the researcher did not know the exact variables to explore. 

B. Research Participants 

The participants in this study are the students of SMPN 1 Banda Aceh which 

is the members of English club students. The number of samples in qualitative 
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research does not need to be large because the goal is to dig deeper into a 

phenomenon (Herdiansyah, 2015). 

The researcher took a purposive sampling technique. According to Sugiyono 

(2015), Purposive sampling is one of the sampling techniques with special 

consideration so that data from the results of the research conducted becomes more 

representative. In this case, the researcher is looking for six samples to be examined 

by using the technique of interviews and documentation. The English club has 

twelve members, but the researchers only took six students. After all, these six were 

second-grade students who had joined the English club for a year and were 

considered worthy to participate in this research because they had participated in 

several English club programs themselves. So because of that, the researcher 

decided the participants and sample for this study on six English students who are 

members of the English club at SMPN 1 Banda Aceh. 

C. Methods of Data Collection 

The data collection techniques that researcher use in research this is as follows: 

1. Interview 

The interview is a data collection technique by giving several questions related 

to the research and the source that has been determined (Syafrida Hafni Sahir, 

2021). In this study, The researcher will interview six students, who are members 

of the English club at SMPN 1 Banda Aceh. In obtaining information through 

interviews, the researcher will prepare several questions related to the research. 

2. Observations 

Observation is a complex process, a process that is composed of many 
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biological and psychological processes. Two of the most are processes of 

observation and memory. The data collection technique by observation is used 

when research is related to human behavior, work processes, and natural 

phenomena, and when the observed respondents are not too large (Sugiyono, 2013). 

3. Documentation 

Documentation according to Sugiyono (2015) is a method used to obtain data 

and information in the form of books, archives, documents, writing, numbers, and 

images in the form of reports and information that can support research. The 

documentation used to collect data is reviewed. The documentation used in this 

study includes notes on the results of the interview. 

D. Method of Data Analysis 

According to Miles & Huberman (1994,) analysis consists of three activities 

that occur simultaneously: data reduction, data display, and conclusions drawing/ 

verification. The three lines will be discussed further as follows: 

a. Data Reduction 

According to Miles & Huberman (1994,) Data reduction refers to the process 

of selecting, focusing, simplifying, abstracting, and transforming the data that 

appear in written-up field notes or transcriptions. As data collection proceeds, 

further episodes of data reduction occur (writing summaries, coding, teasing out 

themes, making clusters, making partitions, and writing memos). Data reduction is 

part of the analysis. With data reduction, researchers can get rid of unnecessary 

parts and organize data to get conclusions that can be drawn and verified. 
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b. Data Display 

A display is an organized, compressed assembly of information that permits 

conclusion drawing and action. (Miles & Huberman, 1994). They believe that better 

data display is the primary means for valid qualitative analysis, which consist of 

various types of matrices, graphics, networks, and charts. All of it is designed to 

combine information that is arranged in a coherent and easily accessible form. Thus, 

an analyst can see what is happening and determine whether to draw the correct 

conclusions or continue to carry out the analysis according to the suggestions told 

by the presentation as something that might be useful. 

c. Conclusion Drawing/Verification 

According to Miles & Huberman (1994), the conclusion is only half of a 

Gemini configuration. Conclusions are also verified as the analyst proceeds. When 

during data collection, researchers had abrief conclusion. To conclude, of course, 

cannot be done haphazardly, it must go back to see the data to be verified. The 

conclusions do not only occur at the time of the data collection process but need to 

be verified so that they are truly accountable.
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CHAPTER IV 

FINDING AND DISCUSSION 

This chapter describes the research conclusions based on data collecting. The 

interview with a semi-structured method was employed to collect data in this 

research. The interview consisted of six main questions and several supporting 

questions to obtain in-depth information about their perceptions to support and 

improve speaking. The interview was conducted in the school classroom with each 

interview participant spending approximately between 10 to 20 minutes answering 

the question. 

This study aims to find out the answers of the student’s perception of the 

English club program to support their speaking practice. There were 6 participants 

in this research. They are members of the English club at SMPN 1 Banda Aceh 

which has several programs to improve their speaking practice. 

A. Finding 

The researcher gained some information about the answer to the research 

questions after completing data analysis on the data collected for this research. 

Researcher carried out several processes, including interview transcription; coding 

based on interview results to extract information from the participants’ responses; 

and then grouping each answer into a theme. Researchers use code qualitative data 

to make it easier to interpret, organize, and structure the observations and 

interpretations into meaningful theories. Coding in qualitative research allows for 

being reflective, critical, and rigorous with the findings. Coding is an almost 

universal process in qualitative research; it is a fundamental aspect of the analytical 
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process and the ways in which researchers break down their data to make something 

new.” Coding is the process of analyzing qualitative text data by taking them apart 

to see what they yield before putting the data back together in a meaningful way” 

(Creswell, 2015). 

The participants were asked about their opinion on their perception of the 

English club program to support their speaking practice, how they run the program 

to get the goals, and whether they faced any obstacles during the program. They 

answered effectively, so the researcher could identify some points based on their 

answers. 

1. Students’ perception on the English club program to support their speaking 

practice 

The findings indicate that almost participants have the same perceptions on the 

English club program to support their speaking practice, there are only a few people 

who have slightly different answers. 

a. The benefits of joining the English club. 

The findings reveal all participants’ beliefs the English club was the right place 

to practice speaking English at school. Here are the answers from student 2 which 

prove English club is a suitable place to practice speaking. This can be seen in the 

following below: 

“Of course, I think the English club is the right place to practice 

speaking at school because we as a student doesn’t feel comfortable 

when we speak in classes, there are limitations in class which 

hinders us to learn and speak, that’s why when in a good place like 

English club we can speak very comfortable with each other which 

has same goals.” 
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student 5 also has a similar view about the English club as the right place to 

practice speaking at school, it can be seen in the following below: 

“Because there are only two choices for learning English at school, 

in English classes, and in English club but I prefer English club 

because there are several special programs to help improve 

speaking skills. English     class is no less important for learning 

grammar, pronunciation, etc. So, there must be a correlation 

between the two.” 

 

In addition, student 3 mentioned, as documented below, that the English club 

has carried good vibes. 

“In the English club, we use several programs to improve our 

speaking, and the important thing is I have some friend that makes 

me passionate about speaking because they have good proficiency, 

and I can learn from them when we on a conversation. I recognize 

how much it means to have a friend like this, in other words, we 

have a good environment for speaking practice.” 

Furthermore, student 4 said that the English Club was beneficial, helping him 

practice speaking easily, bellow is the quote: 

“I feel that I enjoy practicing speaking more at the English club 

because it is in a smaller scope, so I feel more confident when 

speaking, even though I am often wrong, other friends correct me, 

in learning, I often make a joke but still on the track.” 

The quotes above indicate that almost all of them have similar perceptions to 

learn English in school. They also prefer the English club to practice speaking, 

which has many advantages for improving their English-speaking ability. They can 

use several programs and start to practice with each other using some techniques 

and be more focused when speaking. 
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b. The Members club programs 

Concerning the program of the English club to support speaking practice, all 

participants stated that they had used several programs such as, skit,role play and 

debate. when practicing speaking and they had experienced a variety of benefits. 

This is consistent with the interview excerpt from student 2 below: 

“We use several programs to support our speaking practice such as 

role plays, by choosing some topic many members can take part in 

role plays. I think role play is most effective when the issues 

selected are related to the lives of club members.” 

Furthermore, student 3 shared a similar perspective on the program of the 

English club. This is stated in the following quote: 

“When we run the program, it’s very gladdened because finally I 

can improve my speaking ability and it’s the easier one because of 

the many conveniences, The topics we discuss are more attractive, 

so we can share one with another. It’s not just improving speaking 

but also improving confidence and creativity.” 

Student 6 also expressed an opinion regarding on the program of the English 

club, but she prefers debate because more challenging and individuals can disagree 

with an opposing. Her quote is as follows: 

“Debates it’s very challenging, Individuals can disagree with an 

opposing point of view in a structured setting that gives all 

participants a chance to present, defend their arguments, and reach 

conclusions about the arguments of their opponents. So, everyone 

in a group can participate and give the arguments, even if they don’t 

have any idea about the issues, but they should speak whatever they 

want.” 

According to their statements above, the members of the English club were 

really helped by several programs of the English club such as roleplays and debate, 

they have some programs that will be implemented soon by the process. The 
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information conveyed is also more interesting because it allows them to creative 

and innovative ideas more easily. The programs can help students improve their 

critical thinking as well as their ability to speak fluently. As a result, the program is 

very useful for every member to support speaking practice. 

c. The confidence after joining an English club 

The findings indicate that all participants said the English club is one of the 

effective steps to improve self-confidence in speaking. As evidenced by the 

statement of student 2 below: 

“In my opinion, after joining the English club my confidence to 

speak has increased, because when we are on the program usually 

I give myself time to prepare what to say by writing the ideas and 

creating an outline, and rehearsing my speaking a few different 

times.” 

Additionally, student 1 said: 

“In every meeting, I am very enthusiasm because in running the 

program I feel free to participate and to speak English.” 

Another statement about feedback from other friends was also said by student 

5 that make so important to build self-confidence in speaking. Below is her quote: 

“Feedback is an effective way to identify what areas you need to 

improve. For example, after I give a speech in some programs, I 

talk to my friends as an audience and ask if they have any 

constructive feedback to offer. This helps me to determine one or 

more ways to improve my speaking for next day.” 

2. The kinds of challenges students face when running the programs to 

support their speaking practice 

a. A challenges with running the programs. 

The challenges in implementing English clubs can be different between one 

school and another because every school has its own way to run the programs. 
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Based on the interview, the researcher finds the challenges by the members of the 

English club when they run the programs or started the activity. 

Student 1 stated the problems they faced by doing the activity. This can be seen 

in the following quote: 

“I think in our school we don’t have a proper supervisor; some 

teachers do their work; they have not properly trained us in that 

activity so we as the part of the members should make preparation 

programs by ourselves and ask the teacher to give permission.” 

In addition, student 4 mentioned a similar viewpoint on the difficulties when 

running the programs, here’s how it works: 

“Actually, there is no challenge in running it, but we need the role 

of the teacher as a controller to correct and give feedback about the 

performance in every single person and also can help to gain an 

insight about the way students develop.” 

Student 5 also expressed different opinions regarding the difficulties when 

running the programs: 

“On running the programs, we don’t have the guidelines, 

sometimes we as members feel stuck, and because of that we need 

the guidelines to help prepare policies and processes and lead to 

better learning programs.” 

It can be concluded that one of the challenges encountered by the members 

when practicing speaking in English club programs is the lack of a 

supervisor/teacher role, because the teacher as controller, talking to the members 

and giving instructions is needed. Furthermore, the other students add, the 

guidelines are very necessary to lead and be better at learning the programs. 

b. Strategies during the English club program 

The first thing to organize the club is each member should contribute to the 
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club and create rules and routines. 

Student 2 as a leader of the English club told his experience to make routines 

in every meeting. She said: 

“We usually have an “English only” rule in every meeting. By 

using this rule every member should use English in every 

conversation it is a good idea to conduct each club meeting in a 

similar way.” 

In addition, student 6 talked-about a similar viewpoint on the routine when 

every meeting. The following is her statement: 

“We organize in the weeks in terms of themes such as music, food, 

or travel it use to make it easier. So, we can prepare what we want 

to say before, and it makes more fun and enjoy by doing the 

program.” 

To sum up, the students may overcome the challenge by incorporating several 

ways, such as making a rule in every meeting called 

“English only” and organize in the weeks should have a theme. So, they deepen 

information by reading and watching based on the themes and frequently practicing 

with each other in the club. The members can practice speaking easily and clearly. 

B. Discussion 

This discussion provided based on the findings of the interview result. The 

participants of this study were investigated through an interview and there were 

many opinions and perceptions from six participants. In this relation, the researcher 

elaborated several important points to answer the research question, which will be 

discussed below: 

The research question focused on the students’ perceptions of the English club 

program to support their speaking practice, the members of the English club give 
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several perceptions to support their speaking practice such as the benefits of the 

English club, how the program works, and the level of confidence in speaking 

English. Based on the study’s findings, all members of the English club thought this 

program was superior for improving their English-speaking skills. When the 

students join the English club, they can practice English in a relaxed, informal 

environment and meet other students in different classes. 

Based on the finding, the first aspect is the benefit of the English club, All 

English club members mentioned this English club program was excellent for 

increasing their English-speaking skills. Most students get the benefit after joining 

the English-speaking club because they said the English club is the best place to 

learn and improve vocabulary, in addition their speaking has improved in 

confidence when using English language. skills and increase their vocabulary. 

Besides the language improvement, students also improved in-non language fields, 

they are critical thinking and knowledgeable in many fields of study. it is in line 

with the statement by Holt, Sehn, Spence, Newton and Ball (2012) that students 

who excel in English club activities may improve themselves for real situations. 

Based on Elsadig and Ayman (2019), “English club enhances student and 

teacher engagement. As a result, self-confidence, and self-esteem in terms of the 

learning process increase among students”. English club is an excellent place to 

make students active in developing speaking skills. Furthermore, in the English club 

teacher and members can easily communicate well. Participating in English club 

activities can be enjoyable and motivating, making the learning process more 

engaging. 
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The second aspect being discussed is the program of the English club. There 

are several programs to improve their speaking practice; skits, debate, role play, 

and social change. The findings in this study found that the best program that 

students like is role-play and debate, most students think role-play is most effective 

when the issues selected are related to the lives of club members and the topics they 

discuss are more attractive, so they can share one with another. 

Ewens (2013) suggests several practical activities suitable for an English club, 

such as discussions and having themed English Club. Having discussions based on 

a pre-determined theme often works well. Participants can work in pairs, or small 

groups or can talk together as a whole group and discuss the questions given. It’s 

not just improving speaking but also improving confidence and creativity. English 

clubs have a theme and organize a different activity related to that theme for each 

time the group meets. It helps to motivate students to join the program and build 

their interest in improving their speaking ability. 

In addition, there are research findings proposed by another researcher that 

supported this result in the improvement of confidence in students in speaking after 

joining an English club. According to Kamlida in her research finding, she found 

that the speaking club improves the students’ self-confidence because the speaking 

club encourages and motivates them to practice speaking. 

Moreover, based on the researchers’ observation it was found that the student's 

enthusiasm for the program helped the learning materials that support their speaking 

improvement, the researcher found that the members of the English club had 

improved confidences it was supported by the result of the interview which show 
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that English club was important and have a big impact in increasing their self-

confidences.
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

A. Conclusions 

Based on the finding and discussion in the previous chapter, the researcher 

concludes several students’ perceptions of the English club program to support their 

speaking practice. 

All English club members interviewed positively responded to the English club 

program in practicing speaking skills. The members felt enthusiastic and said they 

really enjoyed doing the activity. With the program, most of them agreed that this 

program is a way where they not to feel bored during the program activity also the 

program offers many benefits that English students experience when doing it, the 

English club is an effective way to practice speaking in school because have several 

programs to make easier every member in practice speaking. 

Most of the students argued the program has improved their confidence and 

creativity by participating in programs and feel free to speak English because during 

the program they prepare by writing ideas and creating an outline before starting to 

speak. In addition, students are still able to improve their English-speaking abilities 

just by making it a habit to speak English in a community of other English-speaking 

students. 

Students in the English club speak English with one another and play games 

that will strengthen their skills in ways that sometimes they’re unaware of. They 

don’t feel the pressure of being ‘right’ or ‘wrong’ so it makes them less afraid when 

speaking in English, yet they still have others around them that will help them when 
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they’re struggling. This way they get to correct each other, improve their accent and 

grammar, and become more confident just from normalizing speaking English with 

others. 

From the explanation above, the researcher concludes that the English club 

program to support students speaking practice has successful for the members also 

give benefits and improve their confidence in speaking, It is shown from their 

winning the English debate competition at the junior high school level Banda Aceh. 

One of the uniqueness of competitive debating is the critical thinking focus and the 

requirement to learn broad and different topics, the students in English club are 

familiar with this situation when they run the program at school, because of that 

they easily to understand the rule and dominated the competition. 

Furthermore, when running the program to support their speaking practice, the 

members of the English club face several challenges such as didn’t have a proper 

supervisor because the teachers do their work in teaching class and not properly 

trained in the activity, the members should make preparation programs by 

themselves. Another challenge is members didn’t have the guidelines, the members 

need the guidelines to help prepare policies and lead to better learning programs 

because when running the program sometimes the members feel stuck therefore the 

importance of having a clear guideline is needed. 

B. Recommendations 

Based on these finding, the researcher offers some recommendations for 

English club students and for the teacher. Students must maintain their consistency 

in running the program to improve students speaking skills, and joining the English 



38 

 

 
 

club is a good way to practice speaking and give positive effects for students in 

improving their ability and continue to make English Club activities even more 

interesting and increase achievements in the English Competition. 

The teacher should take an active role in controlling the English Club to make 

students more motivated to learn and reach the target in the learning process and 

provide references to students who want or like to speak English to take part in the 

English Club extracurricular activities and take part in various English 

competitions. 

Furthermore, the English club program is effective for the students, so students 

can practice speaking in every meeting with different topics and improve their 

speaking skills. Then, I hope this research will assist future research in researching 

the same case related to students' perceptions on English club programs to support 

their speaking practice. Suggested for future research to focus on the students who 

are members of the English club and those who are not, it is important to know the 

differences between two of that. I hope this research will serve as a reference for 

future research.
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1. Appendix I : Appointment Letter of Supervisor 



44 

 

 

2. Appendix II: Interview Guideline 

1. Where do you get the information about the English club? 

2. What is your reason for joining the English club? 

3. What are your goals or expectations after joining the English club? 

4. Do you think the English club is important? and why is thatimportant? 

5. Before joining the English club, did you already speak English? 

6. What are the factors that hinder you from speaking English? 

7. Do you think the English club is the right place to learn and 

practiceEnglish at school? 

8. Is there a program that you do to improve your language skills? andexplain 

how you run the program? 

9. Are there any obstacles during the program? 

10. Who is the person who supervises and guides you in this Englishclub? 

11. How is your level of confidence in speaking English after joining 

theEnglish club? 

12. Do you feel that your English speaking ability has improved afterjoining 

the English club? 
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3. Appendix III: Recommendation Letter from Fakultas Tarbiyah dan 

Keguruan to conduct the research 
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4. Appendix IV: Confirmation Letter from SMP N 1 Banda Aceh 

 



47 

 

 

5. Appendix V: Research Evidence (pictures) 

(Observation) 
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(Interview Test) 
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