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PREFACE

his book brings together most of my works in discourse

analysis and critical discourse analysis | have written in the

last 15 years. Discourse studies or a better well-known term
discourse analysis is a vast burgeoning field of the scientific inquiry. This
book is an attempt to fuse several approaches to discourse analysis in
analyzing texts. As an interdisciplinary approach, the book deals with
critical discourse analysis, media discourse, and argumentation theory
in relation to the global economy, economic globalization strategies,
corruption, Islamic feminism, and other critical issues. The book
concentrates primarily on written discourse from media sources and
written political economic speeches. These authentic texts are derived
from a collection of the newspaper editorials and Opinion-Editorial
articles by leading economists, journalists, columnists and speeches
by state leaders, bank chiefs, particularly from the USA and Asia. The
book commences with an introductory chapter that provides a general
theoretical introduction to the notions of discourse, media discourse,
critical discourse analysis, and the analytical tools set out for the
analysis of critical social issues. The book adapts a critical paradigm in
analyzing texts on the social issues, which is built generally upon critical
analysis of discourse, systemic functional linguistics, the epistemological
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boundaries of opinion, knowledge and ideology, and cultural political
economy. In the last two chapters, the book also refers to discourse
theory from a Foucauldian perspective. Altogether the book consists of
10 chapters.

Chapter 1 is a reworked version of the first chapter of my PhD thesis.
In this chapter, | will provide an introduction to the notion of discourse
analysis, media discourse, and critical discourse analysis in which | will
pay a special attention to newspaper discourse. In this chapter, | will also
discuss the current approaches to discourse studies and an emphasis is
placed on critical discourse analysis, particularly the critical perspectives
from discourse as social practice and sociocognitive discourse approach.
The chapter will also set out the analytical tools used in critical discourse
analysis which, among others, include argumentation from the pragma-
dialectical perpective, systemic functional linguistics, intertextuality,
pronoun, and vocabulary.

Chapter 2 is built upon my article “Language and ldeology in Texts
on Globalization: A Critical Discourse Analysis” licensed under a Creative
Common Attribution in International Journal of English Linguistics, Vol. 5
(2): 63-78 (2015). | have made some necessary revision by adding crucial
points with respect to the development of current global economy as a
discursive moment.

Chapter 3 is slightly altered version of my article “Language and
Globalization: A Critical Analysis of Global Economy in Strategic
Texts during the Financial Crisis”, licensed under a Creative Common
Attribution in English Linguistics Research, Vol. 4 (2): 1-16 (2015). This
chapter has been adjusted to meet the current constitution of discourse
as part of globalization and deglobalization processes.

Chapter 4 is derived from my article “The Discursive Construction
of Global Economic Strategies in Turbulent Times”, licensed under a
Creative Common Attribution in International Journal of Social Science
Studies, Vol. 4 (10): 1-15 (2016). This chapter also has undertaken revision
on the framework and analysis.
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Chapter 5is revised version of my article “The Discursive Construction
of National Identity in the Speeches of Wen Jiabao in Response to the
2008-2011 Global Financial-Economic Recessions”, licensed under a
Creative Common Attribution in Studies in Media and Communication,
Vol. 6 (2): 41-52 (2018).

Chapter 6 was originally from a chapter of my PhD thesis. | have
adjusted it with revision suitable for the scientific publication.

Chapter 7 is a revised version of my article “Media Discourse
Opposing the anti-Pornography Bill”, licensed under a Creative Common
Attribution in /slam Futura, Jurnal limiah Pascasarjana UIN Ar-Raniry, Vol.
VIII, No. 2: 83-115 (2009).

Chapter 8 a slightly altered version of my article “The Discursive
Construction of Strategies for Implementing Anti-Corruption Education
at State Islamic Higher Educational Institutions”, licensed under a
Creative Common Attribution in Jurnal lImiah Peuradeun: The Indonesian
Journal of Social Sciences, Vol. 10 (3): 555-578 (2022).

Chapter 9 is derived from my conference paper “Feminism: A
Discursive Analysis of the Western and Islamic Perspectives”, presented
at the ADIA Annual International Conference on May 18, 2024. An earlier
version of this chapter was my article “Feminism, Islam amd Modernity”,
licensed under a Creative Common Attribution in /slam Futura, Jurnal
lImiah Pascasarjana UIN Ar-Raniry, Vol. VII, No. 2: 1-20 (2009).

Finally, chapter 10 is the concluding chapter in which | will provide
the restatement of the main claims in the book and some reflections for
further deeper inquiries.

| have got some people from whom | received support and spirit
for the publication of this book. | am very grateful to the rectorate of
Universitas Islam Negeri Ar-Raniry Banda Aceh, particularly the lecturers
at the department of English Language Education, all of whom | have
recognized as supportive colleagues and friends since | was appointed
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as a permanent lecturer in the department in 1997. Thanks also go to
the staff at Bandar Publishing for their supporting publication processes.
The greatest measure of gratitude goes to my wife and my four children.
It has been their love and encouragement that still bind me in pursuit of
knowledge and truth. The encouragement, love, and motivation | have
received from them are immeasurable.

Banda Aceh, May 28, 2024
Mustafa A. Rahman
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CHAPTER1

What is Discourse?

n this chapter, | discuss the central idea of the book, starting

with the definitions of the term discourse, expanding it to media

discourse and critical discourse analysis. | then move to the
principles of critical discourse analysis and the accompanying analytical
tools. In the subsequent chapters, | will look at specific cases and apply
the conception in the analysis of discourses on a variety of social issues.
The chapter attempts to build a ‘bridge’ between textual analysis and
the principles of critical analysis of discourse with respect to the visible
practices of text interpretation and use. The bridge will allow to me
oscillate from the types of analysis where we will focus on linguistics
on the one hand and social analysis of economy, education, and
feminism, on the other. There are two main objectives to be fulfilled in
this introduction chapter.
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First, the chapter presents the basic notions that will be implemented
in the analysis of discourse and critical issues. These essential
foundations that are adapted from linguistics and critical social theory
can be categorized as eclectic. The eclectic approach is essential in
conducting language-based-social analysis, because of the standpoint
that the relation between theory and practice should be seen as
dynamic. The second objective is to provide a list of the analytical tools
for critical analysis of discourse, which constitutes as a flexible guide for
the analysis of the texts on critical social issues.

1. Discourse

The term discourse or discourse analysis as some people call it,
has become fashionable in a variety of academic departments and
disciplines: linguistics, rhetoric, media studies, political sciences,
and many other fields. In scientific fields and debates, it is used
indiscriminately, frequently left undefined. The concept has become
vague, either meaning almost nothing, or being used with more precise
but carries different meanings and different contexts. Therefore, within
the theoretical range of meanings, it is difficult to know where and
how to track down the meaning of the term discourse or discourse
analysis. Glossaries of the theoretical terms are sometimes helpful, but
sometimes the disciplines that define the term play more important role
in determining which of meanings is being used.

In addition, there is also a conspicuous lack of agreement among
scholars on the term discourse and text. However, it is not my intention
to clarify these technical terms of such a vast and complex field. My goal
below is only to map out the term by providing some definitions, which
| expect to be representative, less controversial, and more appropriate
for the approaches | adopt for my analysis of newspaper editorials,
opinion-editorial articles, and political economic speeches and discourse
as abstract concepts. That is, | shall provide the definitions from both
descriptive and critical perspectives. Later, | shall look at a type of order
of discourses—media discourse and then narrow it down the meaning
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of the term to the specific genre of newspaper discourse before turning
to critical discourse analysis with its principles and analytical tools.

The majority of contemporary discourse analytical approaches,
particularly those who originate from continental Europe and Australia,
follow the French philosophical conception of discourse as relatively rule-
bound sets of statements, which impose limits on what gives meaning.
The French philosopher Michel Foucault, some of whose works have
played a central role in the development of discourse analysis through
both empirical work and empirical studies, is often referred to. In his
The Archeology of Knowledge, Foucault (1979, p. 117) defines discourse
as follows:

We shall call discourse as a group of statements in so far as they
belong to the same discursive formation . . . Discourse is made up
of a limited number of statements for which a group of conditions
of existence can be defined. Discourse in this sense is not an ideal,
timeless form ... it is from beginning to end, historical- fragment of
history ... posing its own limits, its divisions, its transformations, the
specific modes of its temporality.

For Foucault, discourse is the general domain of statements which
has meaning and some effect in the real world. He is concerned with
what constitutes knowledge, how it is passed on and what impact this
knowledge has on the overall development of society. He adheres to
the general social constructionist premise that knowledge is not just a
reflection of reality. According to him, each society has its own regime
of truth. Truth is a discursive construction and different regimes of
knowledge determine what is true and false.

One of the scholars influenced by Foucault's concept of discourse
is Norman Fairclough (1992, 2003) who sometimes uses the term
discourse as practices that systematically form the objects of which
they speak. In this sense discourse can be enumerated and referred
to in plural (a discourse, the discourse, the discourses, discourses). In
other words, discourses in this sense constitute ideology as a system of
beliefs. Discourses are ideas as well as ways of talking that shape and
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are shaped by the world. Discourse is a form of social practice, which
both constitutes the social world and is constituted by other social
practices. Another critical linguist influenced by Foucauldian notion is
Gunter Kress (1985, pp. 6-7), who provides a very useful definition of the
concept:

Institutions and social groupings have specific meanings and
values which are articulated in language in systematic ways.
Following the work particularly of the French philosophy Michel
Foucault, | refer to these systematically-organized modes of
talking as DISCOURSE. Discourses are systematically-organized
sets of statements which gives expression to the meanings and
values of an institution. Beyond that, they define, describe and
delimit what it is possible to say and not possible to say (and by
extension - what it is possible to do or not to do) with respect
to the area of concern of that institution, whether marginally or
centrally. A discourse provides a set of possible statements about
a given area, and organizes and gives structure to the manner in
which a particularly topic, object, process is to be talked about.

This approach to discourse is often covered under the term discourse
theory. It is a movement of scholars who focus on critical social issues
and typically study ideology, knowledge, and power relation in society
as constructed in text.

The subject matter of discourse analysis is, therefore, a hybrid field
of enquiry. It covers within various corners of the humanities and social
sciences, such as linguistics, political economy, and communication
among others, with complex historical affiliations and numerous cross-
fertilization taking place. To cite a definition that is both representative
and inclusive, | refer to David Crystal's (1987, p. 116) use of the term
within linguistics:

Discourse analysis focuses on the structure of naturally occurring
spoken language, as found in such ‘discourses’ as conversations,
interviews, commentaries, and speeches. Text analysis focuses
on the structure of written language, as found in such ‘texts' as
essays, notices, road signs, and chapters. But this distinction is
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not clear-cut, and there have been many other uses of these
labels. In particular, ‘discourse’ and ‘text’ can be used in a much
broader sense to include all language units with a definable of
communicative function, whether spoken or written. Some
scholars talk about ‘spoken or written discourse’; others about
‘spoken or written text'.

This sense of the usage of discourse analysis in mainstream
linguistics refers mainly to the analysis of language in use—of naturally
occurring connected speech or written discourse. Discourse analysis refers
to attempts to study the organization of language above the sentence
or above the clause, and therefore to study larger linguistic units, such
as conversational exchanges or written texts (Brown & Yule, 1983;
Fairclough, 2003). Discourse analysis is concerned with language use
in social contexts such as political speeches and newspaper editorial
articles involving language users, purposes and functions of language
in human life. This is because discourse is conceived as a socially and
culturally organized system through which particular functions are
realized. It is as collection of contextualized units of language use. To put
it differently, discourse analysis is the study of any aspect of language
use. It does not deal only with the study of either spoken or written
language, but it also examines the context of communication: who is
communicating with whom and for what purpose, in what kind of
situation, what relationships the language users have and what medium
they use.

To put it simply, the origin of an approach to discourse analysis
often provides different theoretical and meta-theoretical premises
that continue to influence assumptions, concepts, and methods.
Since discourse analysis is a vast and complex discipline, in this book
| define discourse analysis as essentially an eclectic study of verbal
communication, involving linguistics, argumentation, media studies,
and cultural political economy, among others. This is because | believe
that in the current trend of scientific inquiry it is no longer the discipline
that orients scientific inquiries, but the problem of the investigation.
Thus, what | find crucial is that because of its multi-faceted nature,
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interdisciplinary paradigm in discourse analysis should be integrated.
My standpoint is that we should develop theories that are multifaceted
and able to explain several levels: the textual, the philosophical, the
social, the political, and even the historical dimensions of discourse.
For example, critical issues such as the legitimation of common sense,
economic inequality, and globalization cannot be fully understood in
light of only one discipline or in terms of simple theories.

2. Media Discourse

Media have long been a focus among those working with language
and communication as well asthose working with the broad field of media
studies. Since the scope of the media is far reaching, globally positioned
and influential, it is not surprising that it is the subject of a great deal
of intellectual scrutiny. Within academic disciplines: linguistics, cultural
studies, critical theory, discourse analysis and the like, the impact, the
role, and the influence of what it is commonly termed “media” are
analyzed and deconstructed.

Media discourse has always attracted the attention of many critical,
social scholars. They agree that mass media by their undeniable power
define, interpret and moralize, help form perceptions and values that
reify the social order. There are two key components that the discourse
of the news media encapsulates: the news story or written text and the
process involved in producing the texts. One could divide media content
into three parts: news, advertising, and entertainment (Fairclough,
1995). It is worth pointing out that central to these parts in the case of
the newspaper discourse is the editorial, which also constitutes news
content normally supplied by the newspaper in relation to news reports.

The media are an important social institution. They work in
accordance with culture, politics and social life; they shape and reflect
how these elements are formed and expressed. Media discourse is
important in two senses: It reveals what is happening in a society and it
is also important because the media discourse itself contributes to the
development of the society. Critical linguistic inquiries on the media has
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usually focused more on the second concern. It usually concentrates on
the issues of ideology, the manufacture of consent, values, and beliefs.

In the media studies scholars agree that news story is not always a
copy of reality or a logical consequence of an event, which is newsworthy
in its own right, but a social product. As Roger Fowler (1991, p. i) puts
in the preface to his book, Language in the News: Discourse and Ideology
in the Press, ‘. . . news is a practice, a product of the social and political
world on which it reports.’ The content of media discourse is not facts
about the world, but beliefs, values, and ideology. Anything that is said
or written about the world is articulated from a particular ideology
position. In media discourse, language is used not as a clear window but
as a deflecting, structuring medium.

Media discourse is subject to the social constraints and institutional
relations within which news-workers and media companies operate.
The institutionalized practices of news-making affect social relations by
defining and constraining reporting of them. According to Hall (1978, p.
53), ‘news is the end-product of a complex process which begins with a
systematic sorting and selecting of events and topics according to the
social constructed set of categories. In journalistic terms, students of
media studies often refer to these categories as “news values”, which
originate in journalistic practices (for example, nature of source,
journalistic convention) and the consensual mode of society. The news
media select events for reporting according to a complex set of criteria
of newsworthiness; these criteria are conceived as a “gate-keeping” role,
filtering and restricting news input. The more newsworthiness criteria
an event satisfies, the more likely it is to be reported.

The production of consensus is above all the use of commonsense.
The media fight for a definition of the commonsense representation of
the world. The media’s colonization of commonsense language, such as
“We all know that . ..” (for example, we all know that we are democratic
and they are backward) naturalizes the definition of the world. All the
tricky ways the media employ in shaping and reflecting the social world
have attracted attentions from a variety of expertise and curiosity, such
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as critical discourse analysts, cultural analysts and communication
scholars. In what follows | shall briefly describe some of the approaches
that have been dominant in the investigation of media discourse.

There are three main approaches to the study of media discourse,
which can be characterized as (1) discourse analytic, (2) sociolinguistic,
and (3) nonlinguistic. While some scholars have primarily focused
more on discourse analytic, other approaches tend to blend aspects of
all three approaches. In fact, even media discourse scholars with the
discourse analytic expertise prefer to fuse their approaches with other
frameworks, such as Bell (1991), who incorporates variation analysis
with Labov's (1972) analysis of narrative of personal experience; van Dijk
(1988a, 1988b) and Fairclough (1995), who approach media discourse
from a blend of critical discourse analytic, socio-cognitive, and narrative.

The work of these theorists of discourse analysis stands in contrast to
that of their American counterparts. The Anglo-American contributions
to media studies have largely been outside linguistics, either continuing
along the lines of traditional, quantitative communication paradigm
or based on political science. This book reserves the term discourse
analysis for an eclectic approach.

This book sees newspaper is part of the mass media and is important
in two senses. It reveals what is happening in the society and it also
contributes to the development of the society (Bell, 1998; Richardson,
2017). Newspaper discourse encapsulates two key components: the
written text and the process involved in producing the text. As a written
text, it constructs and explains social reality by semiosis as a resource for
meaning-making in accordance with social structure. The news story is
conceived of as a very specific example of socially constructed meaning
(Fowler, 1991). It shapes what is important and thereby contribute to the
ongoing process of the development of opinion, knowledge or ideology
through which the audience is forced to perceive realities (Fowler, 1991).
In addition, newspaper discourse is subject to the social constraints
and institutional relations within which media companies operate. The
institutionalized practices of news-making affect social relations by
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defining and constraining reporting of them. Newspapers select events
for reporting according to a complex set of criteria of newsworthiness;
these criteria are conceived of as a gate-keeping role, filtering and
restricting news input.

3. Critical Discourse Analysis

A critical approach to discourse analysis is often covered under the
umbrella term critical discourse analysis (henceforth CDA). It typically
concentrates on the uncovering of implicit ideology, hegemony, and
abuse of power in texts. It exposes underlying ideological bias and
therefore, the exercise of power in texts. Fairclough (2013) posits that
CDA begins with a view of language as a social practice: it is a kind of
action. In other words, it is a historically and socially placed action,
both in itself socially shaped and socially shaping, what Fairclough
calls constitutive. Fairclough raises three elements that language is
constitutive of:

a. Social identities;
b. Social relations, and
c. Systems of knowledge and meaning.

CDA explores how discursive practices, events and texts arise from,
and are ideologically shared by relations of power and struggles over
power. It explores relationships between discourse and society, and
society in itself is seen as a way of securing power and hegemony.
Fairclough (2013, p. 93) defines CDA as discourse analysis which aims
to systematically explore often opaque relationships of causality and
determination between (a) discursive practices, events and texts, and
(b) wider social and cultural structures, relations and processes; to
investigate how such practices, events and texts arise out of and are
ideologically shaped by relations of power and struggles over power;
and to explore how the opacity of these relationships between discourse
and society is itself a factor securing power and hegemony.
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Fairclough conceptualizes CDA as the analysis of the semiotic
elements of social practice (written and spoken language, nonverbal
communication, and visual images). The study of discourse allows for
insights into social interaction and the construction of communicative
events. CDA is based upon a view of semiosis, inter-subjectivity of
meaning, as an irreducible element of all material social processes.
We can see social life as interconnected networks of social practices of
diverse sorts (economic, political, and cultural, among others). Discourse
involves social conditions: social conditions of production and social
conditions of consumption. Figure 1 shows the elements needed to
describe the social production and consumption of discourse.

PRODUCTION

Text

CONSUMPTION

Disconrse practice

Social practice

Figure 1.1: A framework of critical discourse
analysis (drawn upon Fairclough, 2013)

Based on the diagram we can see that CDA consists of three
dimensions: text, discursive practice and social practice. Thus,
corresponding to these dimensions, the model of CDA as discourse
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practice is conceived as mapping three different sorts of analysis that
should be considered when analyzing discourse:

a. Textualanalysis: the analysis of lexical items, syntactic structures,
modality, argumentation strategies, and the macro level of text
structure.

b. Discursive analysis: this analysis focuses on how the discourse is
produced, circulates and reproduced. This level of analysis also
looks at wider issues of order of discourse as different ways of
making meaning, such as the media and the civilized society.

c. Analysis of discourse as social practice: this analysis focuses on
discourse in society, institution, and culture, especially on the
relation of discourse to power and society.

CDA is conceived as the analysis of the whole process of production
and consumption in which text is only a part of process. Therefore, it is
essential that, when viewing discourse as social practice, one analyses
not only the text but also the social relation between the text production
and the interpretation of text. Analysts need to ask questions such as
under what condition the text is composed; who composes it and what
the relationship between the producer of the text and its consumers is.
To provide a strong foundation for the analysis of social issues, CDA is
guided by a number of principles.

4. Principles of CDA

The present book draws upon the common principles of existing
CDA, which is endorsed as a paradigm of doing language based studies
by some practitioners (see van Dijk, 1993; Fairclough & Wodak, 1997;
Fairclough, 2003) and whose first aim in analysis is transdisciplinary,
involving a dialogue across disciplines. Second, the study is committed
to providing substantial solutions to the social ‘wrongs’ (Fairclough, 2009,
pp. 174-176) at issue. The core perspectives are politically committed
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to the CDA project. As for critical linguistics in general, CDA has an
overtly political agenda. It is different from orthodox language studies
such as conversational analysis (see Sacks, 1992) and interactional
sociolinguistics (see also Schiffrin, 1994; Schegloff, 1990), which
consider texts as a mere social interaction enterprise (Blomaert, 2005).
CDA aims to unravel the production, internal structure, intertextuality,
and interdiscursivity in relation to social change. In other words, CDA
aims to present a dialectical and critical dimension in its theoretical and
descriptive accounts of texts. The principles of CDA are discussed below:

a. CDA deals with social problems

CDA is concerned with the analysis of processes of social problems
and their linguistic aspects. Social problems, such as the incomplete
process of globalization are not a mere matter of social practice but a
discursive one as well (Chouliaraki & Fairclough, 1999; Fairclough, 2006).
Therefore, to cope with such issue, a CDA approach is required, for one
thing, to make the issue explicit and transparent through thorough
linguistic analysis of the social problem; and the other, it has to be done
through thorough social analysis of the social problem. For example,
in the case of global economy, globalization is treated by CDA as an
incomplete capitalist agenda (Fairclough, 2006) and as an ideological
project (Fairclough, 2006) which attempts to promote a free global
economy that mostly benefits the industrially ‘advanced’ producing
countries but which may hurt others (Hisrt & Thompson, 1996; Amin,
1997). This opaque global project needs to be made unequivocal through
interdisciplinary analysis, so there is empirical evidence that the project
benefits only a few people while exploiting the majority.

b. Discourse is vulnerable to ideological manifestation

Discourse can be ideologically motivated. For example, when a man
shouts in a theater ‘Fire!" the utterance is not ideological. But when a
man in the same setting whispers to a woman sitting next to him while
watching an action movie ‘Men are superior to women'’, the utterance
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is ideological i.e., chauvinistic, sexist (Eagleton, 1991). An ideology is a
particular way of representation of social relation of the world which can
be manifested in discourse and other social practices.

Ideology is, first, a relation between meaning (and therefore texts)
and social relations of power and domination. It is one modality of
power (another is physical force). And ideology is, first, a matter of
representation. We may call discourses ‘ideological’ where social
analysis plausibly shows a relation between their meanings (ways of
representing) and social relations of power. (Fairclough, 2013, p. 79)

Ideology is embedded in discourse, which is seen as a field of
ideological processes and linguistic process (Fowler, 1991; Harvey,
1996). Discourse functions to legitimize and naturalize inequality;
discourse directs us to think along a particular way of thinking (Foucault,
1979; Chilton, 2004), creating a common sense that does not give rise
to subversive conclusion (Fairclough, 2003). It needs to be noted that
ideology is not only a matter of representation of the aspects of the social
world but also a process of constructions of distinctiveness, particularly
of collective identity of groups and people’s inherent nationality as well
as the identification of the followers of a global economy project, such
as the European G-3 (France, Germany and the United Kingdom) and
the WTO.

A critical approach to discourse analysis typically concentrates on the
uncovering of implicit ideology embodied in texts such as the discourse
of global economy. This has to be done, because discourse exposes
underlying ideological bias and therefore, the exercise of power, social
relations and even domination and exploitation in texts. Essentially,
ideological representations can be identified in texts.

c. Discourse is historical

Discourse is historical, taking context into consideration. Discourse
does not exist in a vacuum. Discourse and context are mutually
constitutive. This is so, because language both constructs social and
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political reality and is also constituted by it (Fairclough, 2006). Discourse
needs context either for production or for interpretation (van Dijk,
2008). This can be drawn for example from political economy in which
context can be defined in terms of conditions of production and
conditions of interpretation (Fairclough, 2013). A discourse on global
economy is always related not only to other discourses (social, political,
and cultural) through intertextuality but also to its social setting (place
of production, institutional sites). Uncovering the history of discourse
assists discourse analysts in understanding the ideological work and its
effect on identification of the authors of the texts, for example on global
economy, social groupings, agencies they are emotionally involved in,
or the nation they belong to (Fairclough & Wodak, 1997). Therefore,
examining the discourse of global economy from a historical perspective
makes CDA dialectical; history is fused into discourse analysis (see
Wodak at al., 2009).

d. Discourse analysis is interpretative and explanatory

Discourse from the social constructivist perspective in this
information era can be interpreted in accordance to the subject position
or the analyst stance. This is so, because there are many ways of looking
at social realities. For the purpose of its relevance to the present study,
the conception of global economy may be seen as unprecedented
interdependence of the practice of world market by some globalists
(Held et al., 1999) or as a ‘silent genocide’ by the protectionists. Thus, the
texts on global economy are described in order to unearth the ideology
it constructs, the discursive strategies it deploys and the ways agencies
and authors construe it to meet vested interests, goals and motives of
particular interest groups. Texts are interpreted and explained based
on the social position of the analyst that may be open for contention
(Fairclough & Wodak, 1997).
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e. CDA is not concerned with ‘facts’

The description, interpretation, and explanation that CDA provides
is to do with values, system of beliefs, evaluation and is not based on
quantitative dimensions (Fairclough, 2003, p. 6). The reason that forces
CDA to be inherently intact with such principle in dealing with critical
issues is that linguistic communication is not always precise. Implication,
for example, is always at work. In other words, there are possible
ways of reading of texts (Fairclough, 2013). This principle of course is
incommensurable with the paradigm of scientific positivism which
relies on precise measurements in examining facts. This assumption is
included as another ‘recipe’, because CDA is built upon the acceptance
of ambiguity, probability of interpretation and diversity of opinions that
have triggered the social inquiry paradigm in the era of linguistics turn
since the middle of twentieth century (Chouliaraki & Fairclough, 1999).

f. Discourse is a form of social action

CDA is aimed at making subtle values, beliefs, and norms explicit
(Fairclough, 2013; Fairclough & Wodak, 1997) and for the analyst to
hold an overt sociopolitical stance. CDA forces the analyst to reveal
opaqueness and unequal power relationships for emancipation,
transformation and change. CDA is virtually a socialist attempt of
transforming in equitable distributions of economic, political and
cultural resources in the contemporary social world system, which is
hopefully beneficial for all levels of societies. Its approach to social
analysis is expected to be able to produce knowledge for understanding
not only how society is but how it can and should be (Hammersley,
1997). Since it is motivated by social problems, CDA does not aim to
directly contribute to a specific discipline or theory, but rather to bring
about changes through critical understanding assisted by layers of
analysis, textual, discursive and social (Chouliaraki & Fairclough, 1999).
Accordingly, its success is measured by how effective is its contribution
to social transformations. To deploy these principles with more practical
ways for the analysis of the discourse of global economy in a body of the
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texts, they should be accompanied by analytical tools (Fairclough, 2003)
to which we now turn.

5. General Analytical Tools of CDA

The approach applied in this book is ‘labor intensive’, relying on a
limited amount of textual material rather than a large corpus (millions of
words). After all, corpus analysis is less appropriate for CDA (Fairclough,
2003). Given the theoretical frameworks for the analysis of discourse as a
moment of social practices, there are discursive features that should be
taken into account when analyzing texts, particularly the discourses that
may have an ideological dimension. The following are my suggestions of
discursive elements that should be concentrated upon. Some discourse
analysts (for example, see van Dijk, 1993; Fairclough, 2009) contend that
there are no standard ways of doing discourse analysis. Van Dijk (1998b)
suggests that one who desires to unravel the ideological enactment
in discourse need to analyze the text elements that include topic or
‘macrostructure’, syntax, lexical choice, argumentation and speech act.
To refer to such linguistic elements, | use the spacious term analytical
tool.

In correspondence with the perspective above, CDA offers two types
of analysis that should be accounted for, micro and macro analysis.
Micro analysis is concerned with linguistic properties: vocabulary,
modality, and system of pronouns, among others, while macro analysis
includes discourse topic, argumentation, and intertextuality.

According to Fairclough (1992), central to the textual analysis
on vocabulary, syntax and modality is the intertextual analysis—the
analysis of how one text is built upon other texts which may be explicitly
demarcated or merged in and which the text may assimilate, contradict,
ironically echo, and so forth. Fairclough (1992, p. 16) writes ‘linguistic
analysis is descriptive in nature, whereas intertextual analysis is more
interpretive’. In addition, Fairclough (2013) regards intertextual analysis
and interdiscursive analysis as a crucial mediating link between linguistic
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analysis and social analysis, placing CDA in a stronger position to make a
substantive contribution to social analysis of critical problems.

With the criteria of variability and applicability, the following
illustrates the discourse features or the analytical tools, which CDA has
adjusted and developed from Fairclough (2003, 2014), van Dijk (1993),
van Eemeren (2010), van Eemeren & Grootendorst (2004), and other
scholars. It should be borne in mind that these analytical tools are not
a set of ‘blue print. CDA is made up of three dimensions of analysis.
However, it needs to be pointed out that the focus of analysis of each
layer differs but is not discrete. The following are the major analytical
tools that contribute to the analysis of the discourse and critical issues.

a. Topic choice

Topic is part of context of the situation. According to the SFL
approach to language, topic was known as ‘field’ in the earlier Hallidayan
account of context. However, in this book we refer to both the situational
context (Halliday & Hasan, 1989) and the context model (van Dijk, 2008).
It is a fact that language use does not exist in isolation both socially
and cognitively. It must need a setting, which considerably constraints
discourse meaning as well as its relevance to the weltanschauung
(comprehensive world view) of discourse participants (Habermas,
1984). The present study treats context as the first priority in analyzing
a concrete text, because it provides central clues for interpreting and
understanding the process of the text.

Like a sentence, a discourse also has a topic. But we focus more on
discourse topic rather than on sentence topicin this book. Sentence topic
is what a sentence is about and discourse topic is what the discourse is
about (Brown & Yule, 1983). Topic choice is essential to be taken into
account, because a discourse must have a topic to talk about (van Dijk,
2008). Uncovering how the discourse topic is structured and why it is
done in a certain way is the task of an analyst. The present study treats
topic choice as the first priority in analyzing a concrete text because it
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provides central clues for interpreting and understanding process of
discursive formation (Foucault, 1979).

Communicative events—writing and speech—do not exist in
isolation. Therefore, to understand the ideological position or opinion of
the speaker or writer in a text, we need to take into consideration both
the communicative context and cognitive context. We need to describe
the aims of communicative events, the intended audiences, the setting
(time, location), the social relation etc. We also need to be capable of
determining the background, subjective, personal knowledge, beliefs
and norms of the text. We need to analyze the conditions of productions
as well as the conditions of interpretation. By analyzing the contexts
of the discourse, the ideological functions and social relations can be
unmasked. For instance, a newspaper opinion article may ideologically
function as a manifesto of system of political economy or an institution,
thus involving the power relations between the text producer and its
interpreters.

For an illustrative purpose, let us now consider the text below which
originally appeared as a press release by KLM, to which reference is
made whenever it is relevant to the theme of the social problem under
discussion.

PRESS RELEASE

KLM sincerely apologizes for having been forced to have 440
squirrels destroyed, last Monday in the KLM Cargo animals’ hotel.
KLM has acted in a way that is formally justified, but admits that
an ethical assessment mistake was made. KLM fully endorses the
criticisms that have been voiced by the public and the various
organisations.
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The airline company has decided to start a thorough
investigation into what exactly happened at the reception of the
package in Beijing. The events in the KLM Cargo animals’ hotel will
also be investigated.

Pending this investigation and in view of the emotions that
these events have aroused, the Board of KLM has deemed it
desirable that the employee concerned will stay home for the
period of this investigation.

On Sunday April 11, 1999, KLM has received orders from
the Department of Agriculture, Environmental Management and
Fishing (AEMF) to destroy the animals. KLM is of the opinion that
this order, in this form and without feasible alternatives, was
unethical.

The Board of KLM holds, however, that the KLM employee
concerned has acted formally correct in this matter by promptly
following the directives of the Department of AEMF, but also
acknowledges that this employee has made an assessment
mistake.

KLM once more rguments that the company regrets the
course of events and offers its sincere apologies to all animal
lovers and all those who have been hurt by the events.

KLM has informed the Animal Protection Society, the
AAP Foundation, the Worldwide Fund for Nature, the Cites
Netherlands Foundation, the Foundation for the Relief of Squirrels
in The Meern, the European Association of Zoos and Aquaria,
and the Dutch Association of Zoos of the above and has invited
these organisations to come to a consultation on how to avoid
deplorable situations of this kind at a short term.

(Source: KLM Newsroom, April 15, 1999)
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The social context of the above press release is that on April 12,
1999 the airline company KLM was in the news because it had killed
440 North-American banded ground squirrels after it had been ordered
to do so by the national agency for the inspection of cattle and meat.
The required exportation and health documents were lacking, and the
squirrels were not adequately packaged. The animals were put through
a chopper alive. The squirrels came from Peking and were on their way
to Athens. The sender in Peking did not want to take the squirrels back
and no country outside Europe volunteered to receive the animals. The
chopper in which the squirrels came to their end was a destroyer that is
also used in the bio-industry to cut up chickens.

Taking the cognitive context into consideration, one can infer from
the process of killing that cocks are substantially smaller than squirrels,
and with chickens one can make sure that the head goes first. With the
ground squirrels, whose size equals that of three hands, this was not
feasible. In the press release above, KLM management provides an
account for having destroyed the squirrels. The explicit goal of the press
release was to make an apology that vindicates KLM Airline’s reputation
in the global society.

Topic generally refers to what the discourse is about (Brown & Yule,
1993). Atopic may be formally described as semantic macrostructure, the
globalmeaningofadiscourse,andmaybeexpressedbyitstitleorheadline
or by summarizing sentences (van Dijk, 1998a). The macrostructure
propositions can be uncovered by three ways: by eliminating the
propositions which are not relevant for the interpretations of other
propositions (deletion), by converting a series of specific propositions
into a more general proposition (generalization) and by constructing a
proposition from a number of propositions in the text (construction)
and from activated world knowledge (van Dijk, 2014; van Eemeren &
Grootendorst, 2004). For an illustrative purpose, let us refer to KLM text
again. The main topic of the KLM text above is virtually the destruction
of squirrels by KLM, even though the press release is diverted in rhetoric
to an apology by KLM for having destroyed the animals. Hence, the
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topic can be the properties of the text itself as well as of the contextual
knowledge, the ideology, or values that the discourse participants hold
to believe. The analysis of topic choice is more productive when we take
into account the argumentative strategies. Consequently, the analysis
will also refer to the following linguistic tools.

b. Argumentation

The argumentation theory applied in this book is the pragma-
dialectical approach. The pragma-dialectical approach sees an argument
as social, verbal activity, which can be performed orally as well as in
writing (van Eemeren & Grootendorst, 2004). Many genres have
argumentative structures, for instance an opinion article in the press, a
policy speech on global economy, scholarly articles, or even an everyday
fight of a couple. Typical of such genres is that discourse participants (or
speakers and addressees) have different opinions, different standpoints
or points of view. In the argumentative discourse of such a situation
one or more of the participants then tries to make his or her standpoint
more acceptable, credible or truthful by formulating ‘arguments’ that
are purported to sustain the chosen point of view. That is, such an
argumentative discourse may be conventionally divided into two main
categories: Arguments concluded by a standpoint or a standpoint
followed arguments, depending on what comes first. Either model can
be put forward explicitly or implied (van Dijk, 2003).

Argumentation on a social issue such as global economy must
have a standpoint. Whether it comes first or later, the standpoint is
identifiable in either at the argumentation stage or concluding stage.
The role of authors in the argument is to defend the standpoint that
they have adopted. Since an argumentative discourse is exchanged
around an adopted standpoint, unrevealing the way the argument
is manifested is important in analyzing the ideological construction
within the discourse of global economy. The analysis of argumentation
on global economy contributes to better understanding the linguistic
and social processes of constituting the practices of global economy.
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Generally, argumentative discourse must have a rational structure (van
Eemeren & Snoeck Henkemans, 2017).

From a CDA perspective, however, the foremost task of an analysis of
the argumentative discourse is not to examine the argument structure
itself but to determine the difference of opinion or standpoint that the
arguing author has adopted on a debated issue. This is because it is the
content of arguments that has an ideological position.

In an argumentative discourse, an author can adopt a positive,
negative or neutral position. For example, when an author asserts that
‘| think globalization is an unprecedented phenomenon’, in that the
author has adopted a positive standpoint with respect to the proposition
that globalization is an unprecedented phenomenon. An author can
alternatively say that ‘I do not think globalization is an unprecedented
phenomenon, in that the author has adopted a negative standpoint. An
author can also even state that ‘I do not know whether globalization is
an unprecedented phenomenon’, in that the author has not committed
herself to this proposition in a way because she is not sure about it. In
that case, the author is taking a neutral standpoint.

Whether or not argument structures vary with ideology is still a
quest. The content of an argumentation however may depend on our
ideologies; the argumentation structure itself is probably independent
of our ideological position. And ‘good’ and ‘bad’ argumentation is
rather something that varies with individual speakers than with group
membership (van Dijk, 1998a). Of course, like any genre, various
argumentative discourses may be learned, and be associated with
a profession and hence with professional ideologies: An experienced
politician, scholar, journalist, economist or teacher probably is more
experienced in ‘good’ argumentation than those who do not have such
professional training and experience. But this is as close as one may get
to relate discourse structures with groups, namely through education,
training and experience. But this still does not link discourse structures,
such as those of argumentation, with ideology (van Dijk, 1995).
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As is the case for many genres, argumentation is controlled by
a number of normative rules, interaction principles and efficient
strategies of actual performance. Some of the normative rules are:
1). The proponent who puts forward a standpoint is to defend it; 2).
The proponent may defend his or her standpoint only by advancing
the argumentation related to that standpoint; and 3). The reasoning in
the argumentation must be logically valid or must be capable of being
made valid (Govier, 2014; van Eemeren & Grootendorst, 2004). In reality,
of course, one may break the rules of argumentation, for instance
by using fallacies, false moves in the arguments, but still respect
interaction principles (for instance of respect or cooperation) or still be
a very efficient arguer. Fallacies, very generally defined, are breaches of
argumentation rules and principles.

Argumentation rules can also be broken if, for instance, we use an
irrelevant argument, play on people’s emotions as what can be seen
in the KLM text above, ask the opponent to show | am wrong, argue
that something must be true because everybody thinks so, or because
some authority says so. Similarly, we engage in fallacies when we
overgeneralize, use false analogies, are begging the question, or assume
that from bad one necessarily goes to worse.

The question now is whether these and other fallacies may be
ideologically variable. The answer is that there is no direct link between
fallacies or ways of arguing and ideology (van Dijk, 1995). Where these
links exist, they are only semantic: The contents of arguments are of
course related to ideological attitudes and social identity. The use of the
argumentation assists the analyst to examine the discourse of global
economy where CDA is put to work with argumentation studies without
the former being reducible to the latter (Fairclough, 2013; Chouliaraki &
Fairclough, 1999). To bring these disciplines into a more solid dialectical
relation, we can refer to the strategic maneuvering conceptualized by
the argumentation theory.
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c. Strategic maneuvering

Central to the analysis of argumentative discourse is the role of
rhetorical dimensions that are conceived as strategies for influencing
result of argument. The aim of the parties (proponent and opponent) to
be involved in argumentative discourse is to find out ways of resolving
a difference of opinions. This implies that the parties are obliged to
abide by the rules instrumental in achieving the argumentation goal
by maintaining a certain standard of reasonableness (van Eemeren
& Grootendorst, 2004). However, obeying this commitment does not
mean that the parties cannot resolve the difference of opinion in their
own favor. To put it differently, the participants involved in a critical
discussion can use rhetorical means in argumentative discourse as
long as they maintain the rules of the discussion and they must be
responsible for what they say or imply.

An argumentative discourse on global economy may rhetorically
be realized through strategic maneuverings. That is, the authors
of the discourse of global economy can use discursive strategies
to manipulate the difference of an opinion in their argumentative
discourse to be accepted by an audience—hearers or readers. The
strategic maneuverings can be manifested in three ways: topical
selection, adaptation to audience demand and presentational choices
(van Eemeren, 2010; van Eemeren & Houtlosser, 1999). The analysis
of argumentation can help uncover the standpoint, social beliefs, and
values enacted in discourse.

In argumentation, the parties involved in a critical discussion can
fuse a resolution-minded objective with a rhetorical objective as an
attempt to have one’s views accepted. This technique of argumentation
is often referred to as strategic maneuvering (van Eemeren, 2010).
Since the parties involved in a critical discussion make use of this
technique of argumentation, an analyst also has to take this strategy
into consideration.
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The strategic maneuvering manifests in three ways. The first strategy
is called the topical selection, in which the arguers make a convenient
choice from the options. The arguers may choose the materials they
find easiest to handle. They introduce the particular topics that are
important and relevant to the discussion, which can work to provide the
disagreement space of the argument to the benefit of the proponent.
The second strategy is adaptation to audience demand, in which the
arguers will choose the perspectives they think most agreeable to the
audience. They try to create empathy with the audience through appeal
to audience's beliefs, common senses or preferences. The third strategy
is presentational choices, in which the arguers choose the rhetorical
repertoire, which can frame their contribution in the most effective ways
(van Eemeren, 2010). They can choose the presentational devices, such
asloaded definitions, figures of speech such as metaphors and rhetorical
argumentative structure, for instance, comparison, generalization. CDA
practitioners can draw upon these argumentation techniques to support
their analysis, because ideology can be embedded in texts by various
ways (for example, naturalization, common sense) and at different
levels (for example, lexical, argumentation).

CDA practitioners need to combine the strategic maneuvering
into their analysis, because rhetorical figures of speech are conceived
as presentational device that can be employed strategically to
make argumentation persuasive to the mind of audience. Although
rhetorical figures are non-obligatory structures in both argument and
in text in general, their inclusion must be regarded pragmatically and
methodologically. Given that these three strategies can be employed by
the arguers to influence the result of argumentative discourse in their
own favor, a discourse analyst too need to take them into consideration.

If we want to refer to the KLM text above, we can uncover the
strategic maneuvering that the implicit standpoint of the argument is
that KLM should not be blamed for having destroyed the animals. The
company strategically maneuvers through topical potential and audience
demand. That is, KLM destroyed the animals because they have been
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ordered to do so; to play with the audience feelings, KLM refers to many
organizations that are concerned about animal rights. This strategy of
argumentation can be accounted for as a technique of sustaining KLM
refutation from the public. In other words, it is the agency's reputation
of the Royal Dutch flight company that is being attempted to implicitly
embody and defend in the press release. The way of defending the KLM
internalizes the corporate ideology that KLM is required to apologize
to a number of global organizations concerning about animal rights.
Virtually, the hidden objective of this discursive practice is to escape
from guilt.

d. Speech functions

Speech function in this book is used in a nearly similar way to speech
act (Austin, 1962; Searle, 1979), who referred to speech acts as doing
things with words. According to Searle (1979, p. 18), uttering utterances
does not only mean saying something meaningful, but also mean
accomplishing a number of social actions, especially when performed
by people who have power, expertise or knowledge to make a speech
function. Speech function is not a modification of speech act.

| use the term speech function (Halliday & Matthiessen, 2014;
Fairclough, 2003) as a more appropriate term for the slight modification
of Searle’s speech acts. The analysis of the speech function seems to
be more practical, because it can reveal the writer's social belief, value
systems, evaluations, and goals which can be explicitly or implicitly
constructed in discourse.

The adjustment does not attempt to override the contribution of
the speech act theory to the analysis of discourse. Speech function is
more linguistic-driven while speech act is more philosophically oriented.
Speech act is more appropriate for pragmatics and conversational
analysis while speech function is more practical for CDA, because
CDA takes into consideration evaluation aspects, such as the uses of
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evaluative adjectives (see examples in the paragraph below) in analyzing
texts (Fairclough, 2003).

When describing clauses as exchanges, Halliday & Matthiessen
(2014) classifies ‘primary speech functions’ into four: offer, command,
statementand question. Inrelation to this, Fairclough (2003, p. 109) points
out that these speech functions could be elaborated and differentiated
for doing CDA. Statements, for example, can be elaborated in terms of
Statements of fact or ‘realis’ statements (statements about what is, was,
or has been the case, for example, global economy is facing the financial
crisis); ‘Irrealis’ statements (prediction and hypothetical statements
(global economy reduces poverty) and evaluations (free trade is a good
economic practice).

When speech functions such as statements are made, they have to
be described in terms of social conditions of the participants, namely,
their beliefs, institutions and goals that have social implication (van
Dijk, 1998b). Speech functions, such as commands and statements
presuppose the existence of power relations. For example, when
an author in the media or forum advises the leaders of the financial
institutions, it implies that the author has power that can control the
beliefs and attitudes of the bankers, managers and possibly the common
people too. This suggests that the social relations are not only based on
power but they are also ideologically grounded.

In this book, | refer primarily to the speech functions made by
authorities, such as a leader of state and a leading economist. That is, |
examine the linguistic performances in which subjects are empowered
to make serious truth claims, because of their knowledge, power,
institution location and mode of discourse. For example, statements
about the prospects of global economy can be performed only by
suitably qualified economists and political elites who present plausible
theories and evidence to justify their arguments.

If we want to refer again to the KLM text as a case, traditionally
we can observe that the press release performs the speech act of
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commissive (Searle, 1979). But politically, the KLM virtually performs
a speech function, which strategically states that the KLM is not to be
blamed for having destroyed the squirrels.

Performing a speech function is frequently contingent on power,
knowledge and authority. For instance, a politician or head of state is
well-known and cunning in making populist statements. He will order his
ministers, spoke-persons, and think-tanks to make statements for him
when dealing with less crucial matters that could reduce his reputation.
But when it is for the sake of his personal and group vested interest,
he will make them himself. President of Indonesia, for instance, when
announcing the hike of fuel price, had his Minister of Finance do it. On
the other hand, when reducing its price, he did it himself.

Making a speech function is concerned not only with a locutionary
act (Searle, 1979), that is, producing an utterance in some language but
also with the accomplishment of language functions, for example, to
represent or evaluate a social issue. Since the discursive construction of
global economy is part of social life, speech function constitutes one of
the most fruitful and prolific analytical tools to be examined. The analysis
of speech function will help the analyst reveal the opaque relationship
between language use and power in discourse.

e. Vocabulary

What we mean by vocabulary is the power of lexicalization, that is,
the use of words to express norms, beliefs and values (van Dijk, 1998b).
The relationship between words and their meanings is not always
one-to-one but one-to-many, that is, a single word may have multiple
meanings (Fairclough, 2014). A word also has a meaning potential and
its relationship with other words can come in the form of synonym,
antonym and collocation (Fairclough, 2003; Halliday & Matthiessen,
2014). Lexicalization is believed to be the most direct way of producing
an ideological effect.
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Text producers are free to choose words related to social interests,
expressingnorms,values, beliefs orknowledge. They may use metaphors,
for example, labor is a “resource”. The metaphor equates human work
with natural resource, which may lead one to perceive it as the cheaper
the better (Lakoff & Johnston, 1980). In the personal advertisements
we often find language of sexism. Women often describe themselves
as ‘petite’, or ‘full-figured.” A man may describe himself as ‘attractive’,
‘fun’ and ‘fit." In economic discourse, the vocabulary ‘labor skills’ is often
used to mean human capital and ‘governance’ to signify diminished
government. In brief, vocabulary is conceived as the major dimension
of discourse meaning through which ideology is produced, controlled
and reproduced. Vocabulary is included as one of the analytical tools in
this book, because “The word is the fundamental object of the study of
ideologies” (VoloSinov, 1973, p. 15). Since vocabulary is the most direct
way of inculcating ideology (van Dijk, 1998a), the current work pays extra
attention to this linguistic feature in the analysis of the discourse of
global economy. Language and political economy constitute each other.
The analysis of vocabulary assists the analyst to uncover the perspective
of one’s political economy since the latter is inculcated in the former and
vice versa. For the sake of analysis of the selected texts, the excerpts
for lexical items are identified manually. The items are tallied manually
and then their occurrences are calculated by a system of percentage
in accordance with the number of total words in the database of the
strategic texts on global economy.

f. Grammatical Resources

Grammatical aspects can provide a number of resources for doing
textual analysis on the discursive representation of critical social
issues. They can include transitivity with process type, nominalization,
pronominalization, and modalization.

Dr. Mustafa A. Rahman 29



(1) Transitivity

Transitivity construes the world of experience into a manageable
set through a grammatical system known as process types (Halliday
& Matthiessen, 2014; Thompson, 2013). To simplify the concept, let us
refer to the first paragraph of the KLM text and analyze it by means of
the SFL system of transitivity:

KLM sincerely apologizes for having been forced to have 440 squirrels
destroyed, last Monday in the KLM Cargo animals’ hotel. KLM has
acted in a way that is formally justified, but admits that an ethical
assessment mistake was made. KLM fully endorses the criticisms
that have been voiced by the public and the various organizations.

From the SFL perspective, the excerpt above can be described through a
lexico-grammar analysis known as process type (Halliday & Matthiessen,
2014). Broadly, the analysis would broadly be:

a. KLM (Senser) sincerely apologizes for (Mental process) having
been forced (Material process, passive) to have 440 squirrels
(Phenomenon) destroyed, last Monday (Temporal) in the KLM
Cargo animals’ hotel (Location)-[Circumstances].

b. KLM (Behaver) has acted (Behavioural process) in a way
(Manner) that is formally justified (Mental process: passive), but
admits (Mental process) that an ethical assessment mistake
(Phenomenon) was made (Material process: passive).

c. KLM (Senser) fully endorses (Mental process) the criticisms
(Phenomenon) that have been voiced by (Material process:
passive) the public and the various organisations (Actor).

The subjects of the sentences in the paragraph above are all
KLM, in which the subjects are personalized, referring to the aviation
institution. In addition, the overt subjects are in the form of nominal
groups functioning as Senser, or Carrier, but not actor. This implies that
the KLM is not the real social agent of killing the squirrels. Similarly, the
passive constructions in the nonfinite clause ‘for having been forced
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to have 440 squirrels destroyed’, in the relative clause ‘a way that
is formally justified’ and in the embedded clause ‘but admits that an
ethical assessment mistake was made’ all indicate that the responsibility
for killing the animals should not be laid only against KLM. This analysis
shows us that the triviality of aspects of the syntactic features (van Dijk,
1995; Halliday & Matthiessen, 2014; Fairclough, 2003) can always be to
the effects of social representation and identity protection.

(2). Nominalization

Nominalization is a type of grammatical metaphor (Halliday &
Matthiessen, 2014; Fairclough, 2003). It is a linguistic aspect where a verb
becomes a noun; a verb is nominalized for a certain political reason. For
example, the sentence ‘the employees produce steel’ can metaphorically
be nominalized to ‘the production of steel’, a linguistic process that
leads to the exclusion of the employees. The aim of concealing agency
is politically motivated.

(3). Pronouns

Another grammatical aspect that constitutes the useful resource
for CDA is the pronoun system, i.e., “pronominalization”. Although
pronominalization is a crucial resource in discourse studies, it is complex
to explain in relation to ideological construction. The focus in this thesis
is only on the uses the pronoun ‘I' and ‘we’. According to Ifigo-Mora
(2004, p. 34), “two of the main uses of the personal pronoun ‘we’ are
the exclusive ‘we’ and the inclusive ‘we’. Whereas the first one excludes
the hearer (so ‘we’ ='I' + my group), the second includes it (so ‘we’' =I' +
‘you'). Exclusive ‘we’ represents a way of distancing, both from the hearer
and from what the speaker is saying, and it is normally associated with
power."

The way people use pronouns allows polarization to exist and place
the ideational and interpersonal relation on the spot (Fairclough, 2014).
For example, the pronoun ‘we’ and ‘they’ can polarize people, such
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as ‘we-group’ and ‘they group’ (van Dijk, 1995). This is, because the
comments and evaluations in concrete texts generally involve beliefs,
norms and values of a social group. For each group, tasks and goals
are subjected to a group-specific selection of ideological criteria for
judgment representing self- image of each group, featuring membership
devices, aims and norms. Thus, the polarization, membership category,
We-group and They-group emerge (van Dijk, 2003). Ideologies are at the
basis of attitudes of individuals or groups of people, such as capitalist,
globalist, and neo-liberalist.

Pronouns in English can serve relational values. A relational value
refers to the extent to which one feels valued by others. Politically
speaking, the pronoun we, for instance, can be used inclusive or
exclusive signification. The use of the inclusive we in newspaper opinion
articles or in a political speech may include the author, the newspaper,
but not all readers or listeners. In Obama’s political campaign catch
phrase ‘Change, we can believe in’, here the first-person plural we refers
to Obama’s think-tanks and Democrat proponents, but exclude the non-
Democrat Americans.

The articulation of such a phrase occurs, because political discourses
are forms of social practices. They do not only present the views and
actions of individuals or certain social groups, but they are also subject to
the social constraints, and institutional relations within which the author
operates (Fairclough, 2014). The comments and evaluations in political
speeches or opinion articles involve beliefs, opinions, norms, and values
of a social group. For each group, tasks and goals are subjected to a
group-specific selection of ideological criteria for judgment representing
self-image of each group, featuringmembership devices, aimsand norms
(van Dijk, 1995). Thus, the polarization or membership category, i.e. the
We-group and They-group emerge. Ideologies are at the basis of making
common sense and beliefs of groups, such as feminists, capitalists and
liberalists. The following is an excerpt (quoted in van Dijk, 2003, p. 102),
for an illustration, of a speech by Prime Minister Tony Blair before a
parliamentary debate in the British House of Common, namely the
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debate held on Friday September 14, 2001 on “International Terrorism
and Attacks in the USA”, particularly the response to the occasions on
the 9/11 attacks of the World Trade Center and the Pentagons:

We know a good deal about many of these terror groups. But as a
world we have not been effective at dealing with them. Of course, it
is difficult. We are democratic. They are not. We respect for human
life. They do not. We hold essentially liberal values. They do not. The
people perpetrating it wear the ultimate badge of fanatic: they are
prepared to commit suicide in pursuit of their beliefs. Our beliefs
are the very opposite of theirs. We believe in reason, democracy and
tolerance.

The discourse producer, in this case Tony Blair, polarizes people
into two groups, Us versus Them. Our group is usually represented
in a positive way ‘We are democratic’, their group in negative They
are not' and ‘We respect for human rights’, ‘They do not'. ‘We believe
in reason, democracy and tolerance’. ‘They do not. What happens in
the quote is positive self-presentation and negative other-presentation
through rhetoric (van Dijk, 2003, p. 102). In brief, uses of pronouns can
sometimes engender polarization of relation in the social reality among
people. We shall refer to this aspect of analysis when we deal with social
and national identities.

(4). Modality

In general, there are two types of modality to be considered: deontic
modality and epistemic modality. The former is concerned with the
authority of one participant in relation to others. The latter refers to a
matter of the speaker or writer's authority with respect to the truth or
probability of representation of reality (Fairclough, 2003).

One way of expressing modality is through auxiliaries (for example,
can, must, will); these modal auxiliaries are linguistic features that are
important for expressing knowledge and relation in grammar. Modal
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auxiliaries are ambiguous about whether they are claims to knowledge
or power. For example, the modal can in ‘She can talk’ means either that
‘she is able to talk’ (claim to knowledge) or ‘she is allowed to talk’ (claim
of authority in giving opinion). There is also the potential for ambiguity
about the temporality that depends on context. ‘She can talk’ refers to
either to future event if it is giving permission meaning or present states
if it claims knowledge (Dant, 1991, p. 26). In addition to being expressed
by modal auxiliaries, modality is also expressed by modal adverbs
(possibly, certainly, probably), which are used by language users to
represent possibility, certainty or probability (Fairclough, 2014, p. 105):

‘Your library books are probably overdue.’
‘Your library books are certainly overdue.’
‘Your library books are possibly be overdue.’

When they deal with the necessary knowledge of others, text
producers often place modal auxiliaries in juxtaposition with epistemic
modals as demonstrated in Tony Blair's opening speech in the
parliamentary rally debate on terrorism (quoted in van Dijk, 2003, p.
102):

The fanatics should know that we hold our beliefs every bits as
strongly as they hold theirs, and now is the time to show it.

They should know they would be regarded by the other nations of
the world as legitimate targets should they indeed harbour terrorists.

People must know that, whatever acts they commit, they will be
caught and brought to the bar of international justice.

The normative framework (“you should know”, or “they must know”
often shows that the use of “know” typically mark the speech functions
of promises and threat, that is, knowledge about good or bad future
acts or states of affairs. The knowledge is normatively attributed to the
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others, as an epistemic consequence of what is now being stated as a
menace or promise.

Modality thus can be said as the interconnection in discourse
between making meaning of reality and enactment of social relations
or to use the terms from systemic linguistics, between the ideational
and interpersonal functions of language (Halliday & Matthiessen,
2014; Fairclough, 2003). In other words, modality is significant in both
ideological manifestation and texturing of identities, either personal or
social, what one commits to is an important part what one is (Fairclough,
2003). In the example ‘Men are superior to women'’, the discourse
producer does not only construe sexism, but also commits himself to
truth, using the modality ‘are’ rather than ‘can be’ or ‘may be'. Modality
analysis can be used for uncovering the discursive construction of social
identity (Fairclough, 2003).

g. Intertextuality

Intertextuality refers to how a text is always related to some
preceding or simultaneous discourse; interdiscursivity is concerned
with how texts are always linked and grouped in particular text varieties
or genre (for example, an email and a letter) by formal criteria, such as
the salutation (Fairclough, 1992). Analyzing the heterogeneousity in text
critically assists the analyst to unearth the connection and hybridity of
the relationship between genre, discourse, and style (Fairclough, 2003).

Text producers, such as a writer of an opinion article or a politician
may make use of this order of discourse to construct and support his
argument. This is why the analysis of discourse from the linguistic
perspective has also been interested in the ways in which texts and
prior texts are connected. The analyst refers to this connection as
intertextuality. Similar to the notion of context, the term intertextuality
has multiple meanings. The most acceptable meaning proposed by
linguists (for example, Fairclough, 1992) is that intertextuality is a set
of relationships of quotations between texts or a relationship between
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different genres or forms of discourse or form of discourse and
representation.

According to Fairclough (1992), there are two types of intertextuality:
manifest intertextuality and constitutive intertextuality. The former
refers to the heterogeneous constitution of texts “where specific
other texts are overtly drawn upon within a text” (p. 85). This kind of
intertextuality is marked by explicit signs such as quotation marks,
indicating the presence of other texts. Constitutive intertextuality, on
the other hand, refers to “the heterogeneous constitution of texts out of
elements (types of convention) of orders of discourse (interdiscursivity)”
(p. 85). This kind of intertextuality refers to the structure of discourse
conventions that go into the new texts’ production.

In an analysis of literary work (e.g., Kristeva, 1986) intertextual
analysis is also divided in two types: horizontal and vertical. Intertextual
analysis is called horizontal when the analysis is focusing on how texts
build on texts with which they are related sequentially, that s, they follow
and precede (Fairclough, 1992). For example, new personal-experience
stories in a conversational story may pick up plots from the previous
ones. In the other cases, such as newspaper opinion article, the author
may pick up words and phrases used by politicians or other writers and
reuse them to support the argument in the text. Intertextual analysis
is called vertical when the analyst wants to find out how texts build on
texts that are paradigmatically related to them in various ways, that is,
of the similar categories. For example, an email message may borrow
from and transform the conventions of letter writing, or a university
professor may borrow conventions of presidential campaign, mixing
them with facts and probably jokes. The same holds true with case of
KLM text. Looking on the surface and its title, we could say that the text
is a press release, but when we closely scrutinize it, we learn that the text
is not substantially produced in the form a press release, but rather like
a letter of apologia ('KLM sincerely apologizes for having been forced to
have 440 squirrels destroyed’) whereby the institution is attempting to
defend its social identity.
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In analyzing discourse critically, there are several resources of
intertextuality to be taken into consideration. Given the fact that a
guotation is an example of intertextuality, the analyst can pay attention
to how multiple voices—multiple ways of talking, multiple points of
view, and multiple things to say—are transformed and reused each
time something new is written. Intertextual analysis of quotations is
not complete unless it makes an explicit account of such quotations.
Fairclough (2003) points out that intertextual analysis shows how texts
selectively draw upon order of discourse—the particular configurations
of conventionalized practices (genre, discourse, style etc.) which are
available to text producers and interpreters in particular circumstances.
This is due to the fact that orders of discourse are like records of history
in which the historian may reuse the records when producing something
new.

Fromthesetypes ofintertextual analysis,the mostimportantideathat
critical discourse analysts need to rely on is the notion of appropriation.
That is, whether someone is a language learner or an author of the
newspaper opinion article, he must start by borrowing. He can borrow
words or phrases or discourse strategies. A critical discourse analyst
hence needs to take into account the ways the discourse producers
make use of these borrowings in the social context. This is because, as
Fairclough (2013) argues, intertextual analysis crucially mediates the
connection between language and social context. Intertextual analysis
can add to the analysis of context by allowing the analyst to consider
how it is worked up in other texts.

CDA thus does not simply focus on individual texts, because social
reality does not depend on individual texts, but rather on a collection
of texts. This is because CDA involves exploration of the ways the texts
are meaningful, the way they are linked to other texts, how they are
disseminated, by what means and to whom they are directed (Fairclough,
1992).

Texts can embody hybridity for example in the case of the present
study between the recontextualization of the economy and the politic.
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This recontextualization is not a simple matter of the spread of strategies
and discourses to new contexts. Recontextualization is a dialectical
process of external “colonization” by and internal “appropriation” of
recontextualized elements, which are appropriated within an internal
field (or rather complex set of fields) of strategic diversity, contestation
and struggle (Bourdieu, 1991; Chouliaraki & Fairclough, 1999).

From the intertextuality analysis, one can move on to the
interdiscursive analysis of “how genres, discourses and styles are
articulated together in a text of a specific event, and in more stable and
durable orders of discourses as part of networks of practices, which...
are objects of various forms of social analysis” (Fairclough, 2009, p. 170).
While the intertextual analysis assists an analyst in critical reading of
texts, the interdiscursive analysis can provide the analyst with resources
for the critical reading of the social world that generate beliefs, ideology
and values but which are embedded in texts. Reference is made to
intertextuality analysis, because CDA is devoted to the principle “that
the meaning of a text cannot be exclusively derived from the text
itself. It is, therefore, dedicated to explicating the interdiscursive and
intertextual layers of social and historical practices within which texts
are embedded” (Benwell & Stokoe, 2006, p. 104). The interdiscursive
analysis enables the analyst to “compare how genres, discourses and
styles are articulated together in a text as part of a specific event, and
in more stable and durable orders of discourses as part of networks of
practices, which (qua social practices) are objects of various forms of
social analysis” (Fairclough, 2009, p. 170). The analysis of intertextuality
and interdiscursivity attempts to compare the dominant and resistant
strand of discourse (Fairclough, 2013) as well as different ways of
meaning making. This is where again CDA practitioners need to refer to
an approach in the analysis of a social problem.

A discursive genre can sometimes detach itself from its ‘natural’
format, a process so called disembedding (Giddens, 1990; Fairclough,
2003). Disembedding is characterized by a socio-historical process of
part of certain social life but that transforms into another context and

38 DISCOURSE and CRITICAL ISSUES



field (Chouliaraki & Fairclough, 1999). This social process symbolizes the
genres and discourses of new capitalism or globalization as Fairclough
(2006) calls it. The analysis in this book will bring in the intertextuality
when examining the order of discourse of social issues. The focus of
examination on heterogeneousity in genres and discourses allows the
textual and social analysis of the issue in question.

To reiterate the main points, CDA in its approach does not prescribe
specific linguistic resources for analysis. Thus, what has been discussed
here is not a ‘fixed’ method of analysis. What needs to be seriously taken
into accountis that when a choice is made on what to use and how to use
it, the decision is strategically reasonable. To uncover how this choice is
decided on, proving through the analysis of text is fundamental. At a
lower level one can refer to vocabulary, modality, and syntactic devices,
among others. At a higher level, one can refer to argumentation, speech
function, intertextuality, interdiscursivity, and proposition analysis.
The analytical tools described above are incorporated into the macro-
sociological content analysis. This incorporation is ideally suited for the
analysis of critical social issues, such as globalization and its ideological
construct.

This book refers to the qualitative technique of analysis because it is
more applicable in the field of discourse analysis. Tally marks, excerpts,
examples, or propositional contents will be used as evidence to support
the grounds for justifying the claims.

6. Summary

Discourse is a ubiquitous term, which can refer to language in use,
a particular representation of social world, or the textual material itself.
Discourse analysis is a very broad field of inquiry. Its object of study can
be either text or talk. There is no use making a distinction between text
and discourse, because discourse analysis deals not only with linguistic
aspects but also with the social aspect of language use. Discourse
analysis has attracted a number of disciplines in both social sciences
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and humanities. It has strong connection with several disciplines, mainly
linguistics, political economy, and sociology. Discourse analysis not only
can be done with both priori and posteriori approaches, but also can be
studied descriptively and critically.

Media discourse has been studied in linguistics as well as other
areas, such as discourse analysis and cultural analysis, involving a wide
range of frameworks and approaches, including CDA either the analysis
of discourse as social practice or the sociocognitive analysis of discourse.
Some studies in media discourse have concentrated on large discourse
patterns, such as the structure of the news story, while other studies,
particularly critical linguistics, have focused on even broader concern
such as ideology and various sociocognitive dimensions of news and
editorial production and interpretation.

The principles in CDA include the tenets that discourse analysis is
interpretative and explanatory and that discourse analysis is a form of
social action. CDA is basically aimed at enabling a discourse analyst to
have access to the ontological and epistemological assumptions of social
issues embedded in texts. By revealing the hidden motivations behind a
social reality, in the form of texts, and making them explicit, the analyst
is capable of viewing the problems from a higher stance and awareness.
The accomplished objectives together with the political stance of the
study are expected to be able to uncover a current social change. The
analytical tools include argumentation, intertextuality, vocabulary,
modality, pronouns, and other grammatical resources.

The principles, methods, and procedures explained above can direct the
process of analysis including description, interpretation and explanation
of the texts. Although the principles are miscellaneous, they are not
supposed to be exhaustive. The quasi-qualitative methods used by a
discourse analyst to generate and collect empirical material share an
important set of family resemblances with media, historical and political
forms of inquiries. Critical discourse analysts thus gather primary
textual data from a range of possible sources, which include surveys
of newspapers, magazine articles, political speeches, white papers,
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unofficial documents, such as pamphlets, organizational minutes and
agendas. Simply put, what has been discussed in this introductory
chapter is not a ‘blue print' of the framework for discourse analysis since
there is no standard way of doing discourse analysis. Rather, what | have
attempted to propose is the general concepts, principles, and a set of
analytical tools generated from a body of literature in (critical) discourse
analysis, which can support the exploration of what is at issue in the
following chapters of the book.
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CHAPTER 2

Discourse and
Globalist Ideology

n this chapter, | investigate the relationship between language and

ideology as itis embedded in the discourse of global economy. The

focus of the chapter will be on the interface between language and
ideology as it has been theorized in the literature of political economy.
I will refer to the media sources and political economic speeches
represented from the two largest world economies: the United States
and China. As CDAis concerned, the chapter will employ a set of analytical
tools as described in Chapter 1. The chapter, therefore, attempts to
explore what ideology is constructed in the discourse of globalization,
how ideology is embedded in the discourse of globalization and what
keywords are used in the discursive construction of this ideology.
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1. Introduction

Language, or more specifically discourse, is conceived as the most
common form of social structure that is closely linked to ideology.
Nevertheless, despite the seemingly close relationship between these
two aspects, few studies have paid attention to language and ideology
in texts on globalization, particularly the global economy. This chapter
concentrates on the relationship between language and globalist
ideology because “for better and worse, semiotic systems have become
the engines of globalization and of new economies” (Luke, 2002, p. 107).
As language has played a more prominent role in the era of globalization
(Fairclough, 2006), a number of scholars certainly have addressed the
discursive dimension of globalization. However, what is absent in most
of these globalization literatures is that the scholars do not theorize and
analyze globalization as a form of discourse. If they do, their discussion
often lacks textual analysis (Fairclough, 2006).

Critical language studies have focused mostly on the orthodox
interactional sociolinguistic analysis thatlinks particular linguistic aspects
to social communication (Blomaert, 2005). This approach to text-based
analysis has paid more attention to the relationship between language
and society rather than how language affects the order of society
(Fairclough, 2013). The issues that relate globalization to discourse and
the ideological dimension as well as the impact of this phenomenon on
social world affairs have received scant attention. Bodies of literature
have usually established the relationship between discourse and
ideology in the abstract way. Ontologically, many procedures, values,
and beliefs of institutions are embedded in the concrete texts and
wider contexts of social practices (Fairclough, 2014). Nevertheless,
scholars have usually based their analysis of ideology upon discourse
theory (Laclau & Mouffe, 2001) or traditional and abstract exploration
of ideology (Thompson, 1984; Eagleton, 1991; McLellan, 1986). This
chapter attempts to fill in this gap.

The main objective of this chapter is to analyze how the discourse
of globalization is constructed in Opinion-Editorials (signed newspaper
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articles) and political speeches and to identify what ideology is
embedded in those texts. The theoretical framework for the study is
built upon a transdisciplinary approach to globalization (Fairclough,
2003) that comprises the oscillating theories of ideology (van Dijk,
1998b), political economy (Jessop, 2004) and theories of discourse as a
facet of globalization (Fairclough, 2006) as articulated in the field of CDA.
The dialogue between these disciplines is established. While the study is
aimed atexaminingthe (re)construction ofideologyindiscourse, ideology
is defined as “representations of aspects of the world which contribute
to establishing and maintaining relations of power, domination and
exploitation” (Fairclough, 2003, p. 218). These representations are always
at work in people’s ways of enacting and constructing social issues, such
as the global economy. This chapter is concerned with the ideology
embedded in the discourse of globalization, the way it is constructed
and the keywords used to construct the ideology.

2. Discourse as Facet of Globalization

One aspect of the study of globalization is the view that language
(discourse) is regarded as a facet of globalization, which instills ideology.
Fairclough (2006, pp. 26 & 165) identifies five general claims about
discourse as a facet of globalization:

(1) Discourse can represent globalization, giving people information
about it and contributing to their understanding of it.

(2) Discourse can misrepresent and mystify globalization, giving a
confusing and misleading impression of it.

(3) Discourse can be used rhetorically to project a particular view of
globalization which can justify or legitimize the actions, policies
or strategies of particular (usually powerful) social agencies and
agents.

(4) Discourse can contribute to the constitution, dissemination and
reproduction of ideologies, which can also be seen as forms of
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mystification, but have a crucial systemic function in sustaining a
particular form of globalization and the (unequal and unjust) power
relations which are built into it.

(5) Discourse can generate imaginary representations of how the
world will be or should be within strategies for change which, if
they achieve hegemony, can be operationalized to transform these
imaginaries into realities.

Claim point (4) is very much relevant to the theme that has been
raised in this chapter, because it assists the analysis of ideology
discursively inculcated in texts. Other claims such as points (1) and
(5) are also relevant, particularly because of their significance to the
study of discursive representation in enactment of the discourse of
globalization. Yet this chapter focuses mainly on the (re)production of
ideology in discourse, especially from a Marxist tradition.

Historically, the study of ideology started when French aristocrat
Destutt de Tracy who fought as a soldier during the French Revolution
proposed a “science of ideas” in his prison cell and called it idéologie
(Eagleton, 1991, p. 66). Since then sociologists and linguists alike have
defined the term in the field of their interests. According to Gramsci
(1971), ideology is “conception of the world that is implicitly manifest
in art, in law, in economic activity and the manifestations of individual
and collective life” (p. 328). This conception is linguistically theorized by
Péchuex (1982), who asserts that “there is no practice except by and in an
ideology” (p.102). Central to this conception is VoloSinov's (1973) Marxism
and the Philosophy of Language which constitutes a starting point in the
study of discourse and ideology. It is “the only work that explicitly seeks
to elaborate a Marxist philosophy of language” (Lecercle, 2009, p. 105)
and a ‘must read’ book if a person wants to call himself a practitioner
of critical analysis of discourses (Blomaert, 2005). VoloSinov's (1973)
central thesis is “without signs, there is no ideology” (p. 9). One type of
sign is language. The sign possesses meanings, represents, portrays, or
stands for something lying outside of itself. Aword or an image is a sign,
because it has meaning. Whenever a sign is present, ideology is present,
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for example a hammer and a sickle on the flag of communist party or the
word ‘liberalize’ in the sentence ‘governments must liberalize the world
trade’. Everything that is ideological possesses semiotic value. Every
ideological sign is not only reflection of a reality but it also is a material
segment of that reality (VoloSinov, 1973). Similarly, Luis Althusser, a
Marxist follower, in his celebrated essays Ideology and ideological state
apparatuses (1971) also paved the way of ‘modern’ theory of discourse
and ideology. He pointed out that material productions, institutions,
apparatuses and so forth could be constituted into social entity through
discourse.

This chapter, accordingly, regards discourse a particular way of
representing the social world and globalization as a socially constructed
reality in which discourse can contribute to its construction. For
a dialectical and oscillating approach, the paper refers to political
economy. This adopted position is derived from the standpoint that
economic and political objects are socially constructed and historically
specific (Jessop, 2004; Fairclough, 2006). These objects include capital,
economic and cultural systems, the role of management and semiosis
(discourse). From these constructed objects emerge social relations—
the relations between objects and social agents, bringing people and
their economy as well as culture into interaction. The interactions
between social agents and objects involve discourse that enables to
represent beliefs and values.

Thechapterviewsideologyasasystem ofideas, beliefsand valuesthat
enact dominance and positions. It further draws from CDA a standpoint
that ideology is representations of power, dominance, and legitimation
by social groups (van Dijk, 1998; Fairclough, 2003). For example, the
new global economy is bound up with transformations of language
and ideology in many different ways and social practices by different
individuals and agencies (Giddens, 2000). These individuals and agencies
include globalization proponents and the financial institutions. The
discourse practices are articulated between national and supra-national
interests as well as between hybridity and uniformity of practices (Jessop,

Dr. Mustafa A. Rahman 47



2004). Global economy is thus politically determined and embedded in
discourse (Fairclough, 2006). It is an ideologically motivated practice of
globalization involving discourse which is produced and naturalized by
the proponent states, globalist individuals, agencies and organizations
(Jessop, 2004). Therefore, if we want to figure out the global economy
as a social issue, which is ideologically and politically motivated we can
refer to the discursive aspects of that issue by examining concrete forms
of texts within which the social ‘wrongs’ are exposed and represented.

CDA scholars agree that discourse and ideology are contingent (van
Dijk, 1998b; Fairclough, 2014). Ideologies can be identified in texts. This
is because ideology is invested in texts; we cannot “read off ideologies
from texts” (Fairclough, 1992, p. 89). Ideology can be used by discourse
producers to enact dominance and impose legitimation. One example is
the ideology that competition, flexibility and interconnectedness should
be imposed if a state wants to survive economically and politically in the
era of globalization. One way of promoting and exposing this ideology
is through the use of language—discourse, enacted by state leaders in
speeches in summits or forums, or by means of articles in newspapers
by government think-tanks, leading economists, and policy analysts.
The notion that ideologies are cognitively and socially represented in
texts stems from the assumption that social interaction takes place
within social structures at the widest sense—language, economy and
knowledge—and other social systems of classification that includes
class (Fairclough, 2003). Ideologies control discourse and other social
practices (Fairclough, 2014). For example, the idea that free trade in the
global economy should not be restrained by government regulations
can be naturalized through genres, such as a political speech or an
argumentative newspaper Opinion-Editorials (Op-Eds). |deological
representations thus can be identified in texts, for example by the
analysis of vocabulary and propositional contents, among others.
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3. CDA as An Analytical Approach

The analytical approach employed in this chapter is CDA, which
allows to better understand the ideology embedded in globalization
texts. CDA allows us to oscillate between the paradigms of explanatory
critique (Bhaskar, 1986; Chouliaraki & Fairclough, 1999) and the linguistic
analysis of texts (Fairclough, 2003). The critical analysis of discourse
used in this chapter is, in other words, transdisciplinary. It is linguistic
(Fairclough, 2003; Halliday & Matthiessen, 2014), cultural political
economy (Jessop, 2004), sociology of globalization (Giddens, 2000).

CDA is applicable to investigating the relationship between
globalization and its ideology, because CDA explores how social events
(texts), social practices (orders of discourse), and social structures
(language) arise from and are ideologically shared with relations of
elements (Fairclough, 2006). This chapter is thus based on CDA insights
that treat discourse as semiotic, inter-subjectivity of meaning, as an
irreducible element of all material social processes. We can see social
life as interconnected networks of practices of diverse sorts—economic,
political, social and cultural domains (Jessop, 2004).

The discourse of globalization is regarded as a network of practices
within social life. This paradigm of looking at globalization allows us
to investigate the globalization texts both through a visible, textually-
oriented analysis and through a social explanation. This is because CDA
views language as a moment of social practice, which both constitutes
the social world and is constituted by other social practices (Fairclough,
2014). For the textual analysis, | make use systemic functional linguistics
(Halliday & Matthiessen, 2014), especially the lexical grammar. |
particularly examine keywords (Fairclough, 2006; Williams, 1983) and
their grammatical aspects in the globalization texts. The analysis focuses
on the keywords because “The keyword is the fundamental object of the
study of ideologies” (VoloSinov, 1973, p. 15, italic mine) and vocabulary is
the most direct way of constructing and naturalizing ideology (Fairclough,
2014; van Dijk, 1998b).
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I shall analyze text excerpts through a dialogue, that is, an oscillating
process that moves back and forth between disciplines, which is based
upon interdisciplinary perspective in its connection to signification and
the role of global economic discourse in society. The analytical method
applied used is based on close reading of text excerpts; it relies on a
limited number of excerpts rather than on a larger corpus (millions of
words). The excerpts which construct ideas, embody beliefs and values
pertinent to the discourse of globalization are in the form of clauses,
sentences or paragraphs. | shall describe, interpret and explain the
excerpts in terms of the propositional contents, the grammar and
meaning of the keywords and their social and political implications.
To uncover the social and ideological dimensions, | incorporate the
linguistic analysis into the sociological analysis.

4. Texts for Analysis

The object of study refers mainly to two countries for the sources of
texts: the USA and China. This consideration is drawn from the principle
that globalization cannot be discussed effectively without making
references to specific locations and places. The sources of texts come
from two types of genres: newspaper Op-Ed articles and speeches on
globalization, particularly global economy. The two modes of genre are
chosen to avoid the privilege of one text type over the other.

The Op-Ed articles come from the Washington Post and China Daily.
The Washington Post is chosen because its position on economicissues is
of a definitively conservative stance; it advocates free trade agreements.
The speeches for the U.S. representation were chosen from the remarks
of Ben Bernanke and Frederic Mishkin and the speeches by President
George W. Bush and Barack Obama were retrieved from the White
House web page and the Federal Reserve web page.

The China Daily was selected because it is the most widely circulated
newspaper among the majority of Western readers and the most
frequently quoted China newspaper by international news media. The
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China Daily is committed to helping the world know more about China
and the country's integration with the international community. The
newspaper is often called the “Window to China". This is because the
China Daily “plays an important role in creating China’s national images
and articulating the Chinese government's politics and foreign policy
concerns and priorities to the international community” (Li, 2009, p. 87).
Forthe China’s context, | also choose the political economic speeches that
were delivered by Wen Jiabao and Zeng Peiyan. | choose the speeches of
Prime Minister Wen Jiaboa and Vice Premier Zeng Peiyan, because they
used to represent China in most of the international economic agendas,
for example at the World Economic Forum (WEF) Annual Meetings. Wen
Jiabao and Zeng Peiyan delivered the speeches in Chinese, but this book
refers to the English version of the speeches which were authoritatively
prepared by the government of China. The texts on globalization,
especially the global economy from China’s perspectives were retrieved
from the China Daily's web page and the China government's English
website.

The texts were collected by browsing the sites, using the keywords
‘globalization’, ‘global economy’, and ‘world economy’, appearing in the
title or in texts. Six Op-Ed articles and eight speeches were selected.
The texts altogether consist of 30.969 words. The study refers only to
texts that have been made available online between 2005 and 2011. |
choose this period because it was the reemerging epoch of globalization
debates. Although the pervasive debate of globalization was unleashed
since 1980s, the discourse of global economy reached the peak after
the late 1990s Asia’s financial crisis and was once again in a serious
debate at the beginning of the 21t century when the global financial
crisis emerged in 2008.

For the analytical convention of excerpts, the contextual clues
deemed relevant to the theme of discussion are underlined. Numbers in
square bracket [para. 0] specify paragraph. Bracketed dots (. . .) indicate
omissions. Single ‘quote’ indicates that the linguistic elements referred
to are from the excerpts or texts.
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5. The Corpus and Analysis

Thediscursive construction of globalization in the two text typesis not
ideology-free. The discourse of globalization constructs new capitalism
and neoliberalism. The discursive construction of these ideologies can
be generated from the uses of 'keywords’ (Fairclough, 2006; Williams,
1983), their derivatives and grammar. The typical keywords that are
enacted in the discourse include: ‘competing’ in the global economy;
‘free market’ capitalism; and global economic ‘development, among
others. The keywords are set out in the table below.

Table 2.1. The 15 keywords and the number of their occurrences in the
globalization texts

Word Occurrences Percentage (%)
development 190 0.61
growth 120 0.38
international 87 0.28
reform 75 0.24
open 72 0.23
investment 67 0.21
capital 55 0.17
change/exchange 49 0.15
liberalization 32 0.10
labor 29 0.093
management 26 0.083
competition 25 0.080
technology 25 0.080
free + market / free + trade 23 0.074
communication/telecommunication 12 0.038

Table 2.1 above shows us the frequency of 15 keywords occurring
in 30.969 word database of the globalization texts. References will be
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made to these typical keywords at the point they are relevant to the
topic of discussion.

The table shows that the item ‘development’ is the most common
keyword; its synonym ‘growth’ ranks the second. The item ‘development’
is used in a broad economic context, meaning the application of
human, financial and natural resources to satisfy human needs
and well-being; thus, ‘social development, ‘economic development,
‘financial development’, ‘'market development, ‘industrial development,
‘institutional development’ and ‘technological development. The
item is used in terms of the Keynesian sense, that is, the economic
transformation of a country that leads to the improvement of the well-
being and economic capabilities of its citizens. Meanwhile, the lexical
item ‘communication/telecommunication’ is the fewest. It theoretically
refers to means of passing information through the media (Williams,
1983). Nevertheless, this item plays a significant role in the discursive
construction of ideology. Other lexical items, such as ‘competition’ and
‘free market' are less frequent than the item ‘development’, but those
items are also politically conditioned in the discourse of global economy
(Fairclough, 2006). The items ‘competition’, ‘free market’, ‘technological
transfer’, and ‘trade liberalization’ are discursively used in the realism of
ideological (re)construction. We now turn to this topic.

5.1 New Capitalism

New capitalism and its trajectories are textually embedded in
the discourse of globalization in Op-Eds and political speeches. New
capitalismisinternalized through signification of global ‘communication’,
advances in ‘technology’, ‘global competition’ and ‘management’.
New capitalism is the emergent form of capitalism that includes the
information society and knowledge-based economy.

5.1.1 New Capitalism and Advances of Technology

New capitalism can be characterized by the practices of competition
and advances in technology. Global capitalism in addition to controlling
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its economic ideology is also dominant in the technology mastery.
The system of capitalist global economy allows its practical actors to
encourage the growth of global trade relations with help provided by

advances in technology and transportation, for example, air freight and
shipping. This change of operation has transformed capitalism into

new capitalism. The technology-oriented capitalism is evidenced in its

discursive construction.

(1)

54

| just had a chance to see some of the high-tech steam turbines and
all kinds of fancy stuff that's being made here, being manufactured
here at this plant. (...), because GE has been producing turbines and
generators here in Schenectady for more than a century [para. 4].

We've seen technologies transform the ways we work and the ways
we communicate with one another. (. . .) We've seen our economy
transformed by rising competition from around the globe [para. 5].
(...

All of you represent people who each and every day are pioneering

the technologies and discoveries that not only improve our lives, but
they drive our economy [para.6]. (.. .)

So we know we can compete. Not just in the industries of the past,
but also in the industries of the future [para. 12].(...)

For America to compete around the world, we need to export more
goods around the world. That's where the customers are. It's that

simple [para. 13]. (.. .)

Our job is to do everything we can to ensure that businesses can
take root and folks can find good jobs and America is leading the
global competition that will determine our success in the 215t century
[para. 28].(...)

So ultimately winning this global competition comes down to living
up to the promise of places like this [para. 34]. (Barrack Obama,
January 21, 2011)
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(2) Globalization is leading to the integration of the world's markets,
culture, technology, and governance, in a similar way to the spread

of communications, trade, transport and technology in Genghis
Khan's era. (China Daily, June 06, 2006, para. 5)

(3) We encourage our enterprises to upgrade technologies and make
technological renovation. We support them in making extensive
use of new technologies, techniques, equipment and materials to
restructure their product mix, develop marketable products and

improve their competitiveness. (Wen Jiabao, January 28, 2009, para.
5)

(4) The good that globalization has done is hard to dispute. Trade-

driven economic growth and technology transfer have alleviated
much human misery. (Washington Post, July 16, 2008, para. 4)

The excerpts (1), (3) and (4) above demonstrate that technology
and competition are economically related in the social and material
processes of the global economy. Grammatically, the item ‘technology’
collocates with ‘transform’, ‘pioneer, ‘improve’ and ‘transfer’ and the
item ‘competition’ collocates with ‘global’, ‘the world’, and ‘improve’.
Linguistically, ‘technology’ is countable; therefore, it can be pluralized
‘upgrade technologies’ and ‘extensive use of new technologies'.
Politically, technology is transferable, that is, the transfer of technologies
from countries where they are more advanced to countries where they
are less advanced. Technological transfers are part of undeniable ‘gains
from globalization." In social reality, however, like capital, technology
does not move where it is more sophisticated to a location where it is
financially not promising (Kiely, 2000).

The excerpts indicate that technologies not only socially ‘transform
the ways we work and the ways we communicate with one another’ but
they also economically ‘improve our lives’ since they ‘drive our economy’
and ‘alleviate much human misery’. The discourse also manifests
technology centers, such as Silicon Valley that contributes to a new
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economy and industrial strength. Giant companies such as the General
Electric and Silicon Valley have traditionally been able to manufacture
sophisticated goods ‘the high-tech steam turbines’ and ‘generators’ (1)
due to pioneering technology. Advances of technology have enabled
activities in globalization to achieve their goals such as ‘economic
growth'. This reality is indisputable. In fact, globalization per se has
driven the spread of technology since Genghis Khan's era (2). As a result,
technologies should always be ‘upgraded’, and made use of them for the
sake developing economic growth. The globalists see technologies only
from the positive contribution they make for the people who can afford
them.

The breakthroughs of technology especially when they achieve their
‘intellectual property rights’ are not always good for the sake of generic
human progress, not as said ‘technologies transform the ways we work
and the ways we communicate with one another.’ The ‘we’ in this context
is the “monopolistic we”, not ‘we’ for the general public. For example,
since advances in pharmaceutical technologies emerged, the secret of
traditional Indian medicines producers who have relied on tree leaves
for two centuries has been confiscated by the U.S. pharmaceutical
companies through the WTO's regularized law, leaving the indigenous
Indian populations unable to profit from the knowledge they have
developed over centuries (Wallach & Sforza, 1999). The pharmaceutical
technology has a bad impact on the traditional medicine.

The worth that technology has contributed to human progress
amid globalization is of course hard to dispute (4). But the fact that
the advantage of technological advances is selective is disputable. It is
argued that advances in communication technologies have expanded
economic activities such as ‘trade’, but communication technologies
are not always affordable to every part of the planet. Technologies
benefit more industrial countries than the less developed countries
(LDCs); e.g., see Kiely (2000) and Blomaert (2005) for the presentation
of two African LDCs in getting access to communication technology and
electricity. Communication technologies are selective as they do not
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apply the same rate. For example, when you make a call from Sydney
to Jakarta, the telecommunication cost is more expensive than when
you make a call from Sydney to London, despite the fact that Jakarta
is much closer to Sydney. The rate is different because globalization
has divided the planet into the nations’ historical reasons and political
interests, and is not based on the geographical space. The cost of a call
from Sydney to London is less expensive because Australia is part of the
Commonwealth, while Indonesia is not. Telecommunication technology
thus has economically and politically benefited more certain locations of
the planet than others (Kiely, 2000).

The excerpts show that global capitalist can make use of producing
plants, such as ‘General Electric and ‘Silicon Valley’ as well as
communication facilities and other advances in technology to dominate
system of productions and distributions as the workers are ‘pioneering
technologies'. As a result, giant corporations, for example the U.S.-based
Microsoft, South Korea-based Samsung, and Japan-based Nippon, can
manufacture products in unlimited quantities and sell them in a wide
range and distance. Consumers around the planet can buy “the same
goods at the same time” (Scholte, 1997, p. 434). Unfortunately, the profits
gained from the products mostly return to the capitalist countries where
the property rights owners are headquartered, not to the “Third World”
countries where goods are manufactured (Chang, 2011). Even though
the developing countries where the products are made and sold gain
revenue, the source countries gain profits. Therefore, the distribution
of wealth is still the same. This is where the global capitalist political
economy is really functioning and divides the world economically and
politically.

Using sophisticated technology, global capitalist actors can
manufacture large amounts of goods with lower costs. If the
manufacturers have to hire ‘labor force’, they will attempt to do it with
a low cost even though they can afford it with higher costs. As a result,
two associated companies, one in the USA and the other in China can
obtain ‘labor’ with a considerably different wage. For instance, when an
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American worker receives US$ 10,000 per year in an American firm in
the USA, a Chinese worker will make US$ 1000 a year working at the

same associated American firm in China (Chang, 2011). This is a reason

that foreign companies invest in countries that have lower wages for
labor force.

(5)

(6)

(8)

58

First, opening financial markets to foreign capital directly increases

access to capital. (. . .) We know that labor is cheap in poor countries,

and so we might think that_capital would be especially productive
there. Just think of how hugely profitable a factory might be in a

country where wages are one-tenth of those in the United States
(.. .). Such capital flows could lead to substantial benefits for poor
countries in the form of larger capital stocks, higher productivity,
and more rapidly growing incomes (Frederic Mishkin, April 26, 2007,
para. 18)

With 30 years’ of reform and opening-up, we have laid a good
material, technological and institutional foundation. We have a large

well-trained and relatively low-cost labor force. (Wen Jiabao, January
28, 2009, para. 7).

For a country like China with 1.3 billion people, without a certain rate
of economic growth, full employment and people’s well-being can
only be empty talk [para. 2]. (.. .)

China's huge market volume (. . .) and fair market environment are

attracting more and more multinational enterprises to invest and
establish business in China. China is now one of the world’s largest
foreign investment destinations. More than 470 of the top 500 global

companies have established their presence in China [para. 14]. (Wen
Jiabao, September 13, 2010)

We will adjust income distribution, ensure that personal income
grows in step with economic growth and that labor remuneration

grows in step with increase of productivity. (Wen Jiabao, September
14,2011, para. 13).
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Excerpt (5) ‘we know that labor is cheap in poor countries’ constitutes
the global capitalist statement of fact. Labor is seen as a commodity like
oil; the cheaper, the better. Likewise, as a country with a population of
‘1.3 billion people’ (7), it can be assumed that China has a very accessible
labor force (we should be cognizant of Jiabao's intention) and ‘relatively
low-cost’ (6), but it can be inferred from ‘labor remuneration grows
in step with increase of productivity’ (8) that labor wages will not be
costly there. This is a reason why ‘More than 470 of the top 500 global
companies have established their presence in China’ (7). The situation
like this might be an indication of how low wages have triggered suicides
among the workers laboring in the global companies in China. The global
media such as the CNN and Al Jazeera covered this sad news in May of
2011. But this sort of issues is rarely raised in the global economic texts.

Global investors usually spend their capital including technologies
of production in the regions where wages are low, especially ‘in poor
countries’ but where market is large, so that they can exploit laboring as
they need it. By means of technology and labor force they can produce
large amount of goods in an efficient time and sell their products there
as well. As a result, foreign investors obtain the high returns. This is why
Naomi Klein, the opponent of globalist discourse, in her book No Logo
(1999) belittles the logic of global capitalism that justifies the unethical
manner of multinational corporations in exploiting ‘Third World'
workers for the sake of profit-making and a victory for the neoliberal
globalization agenda has become “a self-fulfilling prophecy” (Kiely, 2000,
p. 1064). Technology has alleviated the process of production and taken
over labor work. As a result, even the cheap labor forces are victimized.

As it is true for the role of technology, communication also plays
a crucial role in manifesting new capitalism (Fairclough, 2006). The
excerpts below together with (2) above provide further illustrations
that the genres and discourse of the globalization make references
to ‘communication’ as a social material process that contributes to
manifestation of globalization.
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(9) But our estimates of future policy liberalization alone (excluding
likely benefits from better communications and transportation)
indicate that a move from today’'s commercial environment to global
free trade and investment could produce an additional $500 billion
in US income annually, or roughly $5,000 per household each year.
(Washington Post, June 07, 2005, para. 6)

(10) Inaddition, international supply chains, made possible by advances
in communication and transportation, reduce costs and increase
the competitiveness of U.S. firms [para. 10]. (.. .)

Offshoring has been driven by several factors, including
improvementsininternational communication, the computerization

and digitization of some business services, (. . .) [para. 19]. (Ben
Bernanke, May 1, 2007)

The lexical item ‘communication’ cannot escape itself from the
language of new capitalism. This can be said so, because “today,
communication is a key sector of advanced capitalism” (Lecercle, 2009,
p. 65); communication manifests ‘international supply chains' (10). As
it implies, the term communication as in ‘better communication’ (9)
seems to have been used in the excerpts to mean the transmission or
exchange of information or messages from one individual or group to
another. Socially, people communicate to achieve the planned goals
of interactional processes, such as obtaining or controlling economic
practices within a social system. Historically, in the eighteenth century,
the word ‘communication’ was used as an abstract general term,
referring to physical facilities, such as roads, canals, and railways
(Williams, 1983). But today the term communication is used even to
refer to means of passing information, including ‘the computerization
and digitization’ that ‘reduce costs and increase the competitiveness'.
Excerpt (10) shows that communication can politically and socially be
scaled ‘international communication’. ‘International communication’ is
used in a political sense, in a similar political context of free trade, for
example, the international satellite, the international space station, in
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which just because the process of communication involves two powerful
rich countries, it is called ‘international’.

The discourse implies that communication plays an important
role in making the world as a global village. Therefore, from a
transdisciplinary standpoint, language has played a central role in a
new capitalist system, because the system is information-based, which
depends on communication technologies. The salient role of language
in global capitalism is taken for granted by media corporations. Global
communication is seen as the integration process of every individual
and group around the earth into a gigantic network mediated by
information infrastructure, for instance, the BBC and the China Daily.
People in this globalization age can refer to global communication
channels for miscellaneous issues—from stock exchanges to everlasting
conflicts (Palestine and Israel).

The global economic discourse is employed to generalize and
naturalize ideas, policies, strategies and progresses of social material
processes of globalization in genres and discourses. This discursive
construction is part of the globalist shared consciousness. The following
excerpts together with (2) and (4) above provide examples that capitalist
globalization is claimed to have played a crucial role in creating people's
well-being.

(11) If we resist protectionism and isolationism while working to
increase the skills and adaptability of our labor force, the forces
of globalization and trade will continue to make our economy

stronger and our citizens more prosperous. (Ben Bernanke, May 1,
2007, para. 30)

(12) Globalization brings more efficient use of scarce resources, a
greater and cheaper range of goods and services, reduced poverty,

faster economic growth and rising living standards. (China Daily,
May 20, 2011, para. 14)

(13) Our confidence also comes from the fact that the advantages
contributing to China's economic growth remain unchanged. With
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30 years' of reform and opening-up, we have laid a good material,
technological and institutional foundation. We have a large well-

trained and relatively low-cost labor force. (Wen Jiabao, January 28,
2009, para. 7).

The propositions in the excerpts are of the globalist stance in
that ‘protectionism’, ‘adaptability of our labor force’, ‘trade’ and ‘faster
economic growth’ are discursively constructed to play an essential role
in manifesting globalization. This is because, globalization is claimed to
have to make ‘our economy stronger and our citizens more prosperous’,
‘reduced poverty', created ‘faster economic growth’ and raised ‘living
standards'. The claim is actually motivated by such an assumption
that the progress of advanced nations presumes a smoothly operating
global economy. Globalization produces not only physically damaging
risks, such as environmental damage, but also socio-economic risks,
the widening economic gap between the rich and poor ramping across
nations (Fairclough, 2006). However, this critical issue has passed the
attention from the free market ideologists.

The progress of specific nations is universalized as the success of
the global economy. It is argued that globalization has transformed
aspects of social life ‘markets, culture, technology, and governance’
and the widening of ‘communications, trade, transport and technology’
(2) without taking dominance of those nations into account. This is
because the aspiration of capitalist political economy is measured by
technological advances, cross-border trade and capital flows.

The excerpts indicate that different from old capitalism which was
practiced in terms of private ownerships of firms, land, and machinery,
new capitalismoperatesonlimited-liability corporations, stockexchanges
‘the world's markets’, ‘intellectual property rights’, ‘telecommunication’
and the like inspired by the application of technological innovations. All
these resources of the practices within new capitalism focus on “earning
money by money” therefore the ‘integration of the world’s markets’ (2)
rather than “earning money by bones”, using sickles as still continuously
practiced by blue colors and peasants in villages in many parts of the
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globe. The majority of the world citizens specifically in the “Third World”
have to earn their living by bones because they do not have the required
financial capacity or corporations to compete in the global economy. Or
they have to work for private owners of production and distributions as
in ‘We have a large well-trained and relatively low-cost labor force’ (13),
where there is a possibility of exploitation. What ‘labor force’ owns is bio-
power —physical strength— and not ‘the world market’ or ‘more cross-
border trade’; what peasants mostly own is a pair of gloves, a sickle or a
hammer as it is symbolized in the flag of the Communist Party of China.

For the last two decades or so new capitalism has even transformed
its operational strategies from capital measures to the role of
management expertise in the global economy.

5.1.2 New Capitalism and Management Discourse

Management has played a more crucial role in capitalism. It gives
rise to new capitalism and simultaneously has become a vehicle of new
capitalism (Chiapelo & Fairclough, 2002). Genres and discourses on the
global economy manifest management as a trajectory of capitalism.
The management expertise contributes to a successful economic
practice in modern capitalism. The excerpts below are concerned with
the importance of the contribution of management in exercising new
capitalism even during the global financial crisis.

(14) No matter how efficient a plant might be, it would be hugely
wasteful if raw materials did not arrive on time or if the output

couldn't be quickly distributed and sold. Managers were essential;
so were statistical controls. Coordination and organization
mattered. Companies that surmounted these problems succeeded
[para.6].(...)

The rise of big business involved more than tycoons. Its central

feature was actually the creation of professional managers. Like
many great truths, this one seems obvious after someone has

pointed it out [para. 7]. (Washington Post, October 26, 2006)
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(15)

(16)

(17)

(18)
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Silicon Valley is about a culture of risk-taking, not just by companies
and investors, but workers as well. It's about companies where

everyone understands that the way to get rich is to make great

products that change the world. And it's about management that
eschews bureaucracy, that values talent above all else, (...) and

inspiration to flow from the bottom up rather than the top down.
(Washington Post, February 27, 2008, para. 13)

Because of outdated regulatory structures and poor risk
management practices, many financial institutions in America and
Europe were too highly leveraged [para. 10]. (. . .)

In addition to these important—to these management changes,
we should move forward with other reforms to make the IMF and

World Bank more transparent, accountable, and effective [para.
22]. (George Bush, November 13, 2008)

In terms of the major tasks of our reform, we need to promote the
reform of the administrative system, and accelerate government
restructuring to strengthen government capacity of social
management and public services. (. . .) Second, we will actively and
effectively use foreign investment and improve the quality of FDI
utilization, laying emphasis on introducing advanced technologies,

managerial expertise and high-caliber professionals. (Zeng Peiyan,
January 25, 2006, para. 12)

What's important is to keep those negative impacts within a scope
that we can manage [para. 4].(...)

We will make all-round efforts to save energy, water, land and

materials and make comprehensive use of all kinds of resources,
enhance the conservation and management of all natural

resources, and take a holistic approach to protect and repair the
eco-environment [para. 10]. (Wen Jiabao, September 13, 2010)

DISCOURSE and CRITICAL ISSUES



The excerpts above demonstrate the construal of globalization
from the management worldview. Textually, the item ‘management’ can
come together with ‘bureaucracy’ (15), and ‘changes’ (16). Economically,
the discourse of new capitalism concentrates on management because
it is management that actually counts in the successful globalization.
In the past, ‘Managers were essential’ (14). But now time has changed.
Management has to be remodeled because it is part of the social change
that needs to be adopted. Globalists now need the management that
avoids ‘bureaucracy’ and that moves ‘the bottom up rather than the top
down'. This sort of management is exampled by giant corporations such
as Silicon Valley (15). The new management covers all economic, political,
and social aspects from the financial crisis to ‘natural resources’ (18).
The management enables social agents to control social risks through
‘a culture of risk-taking' (15). The new management model has to be
implemented even for the giant financial institutions, the IMF and the
World Bank, because these institutions are presupposed to be no longer
suitable for the contemporary economic development.

The propositions of the excerpts are in line with what the high level
managers advise on-job managers or those who are in training that they
see management as the core priority in organizations. Kenichi Ohmae’s
The Borderless World (1994) is one example, where management is
seen as the sophisticated skill in manipulating significant changes in
trade, finance and ‘governance’. The managers should be capable of
turning the imagined, the beliefs, into institutional forms and material
processes (Fairclough & Thomas, 2004; Chiapelo & Fairclough, 2002).
The free market mechanisms of the global capitalism that include
competitiveness and capital flows are all have to be steered by both
‘advanced technologies’ and ‘managerial expertise.’” To achieve that
end, companies therefore must be able to adapt to and transform the
market in accordance with the preference of time and space (Giddens,
2000). This task can be implemented only by ‘professional managers'
(14) and ‘high-caliber professionals’ (17). Managers are seen as high
rank human capitals that must be able control the companies’ affiliates,
labor force, and materials. Although natural resources are abundant,
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labor is intensive, and the technologies are capable of producing large
amounts of products in a short time, the companies will not gain profits
‘if raw materials do not arrive on time or if the output cannot be quickly
distributed and sold’ (14). To that end, corporations are in need of
superb management.

New capitalism also seems to have taken for granted the
breakthroughs of information technology for its development. Rather
than relying on the fax-machine, conventional telephone connection, the
management of new capitalism has prioritized the contribution of the
internet and social networking, for example for advertising and selling
the products. The producing giants not only invent these devices, but
also sell and make use of them. We now turn to the role of knowledge
economy in new capitalism.

5.1.3 New Capitalism, E-culture and Knowledge-based Economy

Technological information and knowledge-based economy have
also contributed to the development of capitalism to new capitalism.
The following excerpts show us how the new capitalist economy
refers to information technology and knowledge-based economy as
the fundamental aspects in transforming the way people work and
dominating industries in the era of global market:

(19) It's also true that old, established firms —despite ample capital
and technical know-how —often don't dominate new industries.

Google, eBay and Yahoo rule the Internet, not General Motors,
Sears or Disney [para. 9]. (. ..)

Chandler admits as much. Asked about how the corporation might
evolve, heconfessesignorance: "Alllknowis thatthe commercializing
of the Internet is transforming the world”. To fill that void, someone

must do for capitalism's next stage what Chandler did for the last
[para. 11]. (Washington Post, October 26, 2006)
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(20) Today, in a world of container ships, jumbo jets, and the Internet,

(21)

(22)

goods and many services are delivered faster and more cheaply (in
inflation-adjusted terms) than ever before [para. 1].(...)

But because farming and medicine require special knowledge and
skills, a far more efficient arrangement is for the farmer to specialize

in growing food and for the doctor to specialize in treating patients.
Through the specialization made possible by trade, the farmer can
benefit from the doctor's medical knowledge and the doctor can
enjoy lunch [para. 3]. (.. .)

Patterns of trade are determined by variations in a number of

factors, including (. . .) the skills and knowledge of the population
[para.5]. (.. .)

Offshoring has been driven by several factors, including (. . .) the
computerization and digitization of some business services, and

the existence of educated, often English-speaking workers abroad
who will perform the same services for less pay [para. 19]. (.. .)

Moreover, in many fields, closeness to customers and knowledge of
local conditions are also of great importance [para. 20]. (. . .)

Importantly, workforce skills can be improved not only through K-12
education, college, and graduate work but also through (. . .) on-the-
job training, (...) and online training [para. 26]. (Ben Bernanke, May
1,2007)

It is what allowed entrepreneurs in Silicon Valley to change the
way the world sells products and searches for information. It's
what transformed America from a rugged frontier to the greatest
economic power in history—a nation that gave the world the

steamboat and the airplane, the computer and the CAT scan, the
Internet and the iPod. (George Bush, November 13, 2008, para. 28)

This, in turn, has fully activated factors such as labor, capital,

knowledge, technology and management, which form the source
of rapidly increasing social wealth [para. 5]. (. . .)
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We will vigorously develop strategic emerging industries, (. . .),
new-generation information technology, biotechnology, high-end

equipment manufacturing, new energy, new materials and new
energy vehicles [para. 11]. (Wen Jiabao, September 14, 2011)

The excerpts show that giant companies such as ‘Silicon Valley,
‘Google’, ‘eBay’ and Yahoo' that work by means of the capitalist principles
(competition in research and innovation) use of cyber technology ‘the
Internet’ and ‘the computerization and digitization of some business
services’ as a way of dominating the economy. This paradigm of
dominating the global economy is theoretically justified by academia,
such as Kanter (2001) and Charlesworth (2014) and is politically
constructed in discourse by leading economists, bank chiefs, politicians
and socially mediated by the newspaper, the Washington Post.

The breakthroughs of information technology are properly relevant
to the dominant economies, such as the USA and its global corporations,
for instance ‘Google, eBay and Yahoo' that ‘rule the Internet’ and ‘'not
General Motors, Sears or Disney' (19). The negation ‘not’ signifies the
development of old capitalism ‘General Motors, Sears or Disney’ to
new capitalism ‘Google, eBay and Yahoo' which are in control of the
global economy. The internet contributes to ‘faster’ and ‘more cheaply’
delivery of ‘goods and services’ (20). For China's economic strategy, a
similar paradigm applies as in ‘with the support of innovation, China ‘will
vigorously develop strategic emerging industries . . . new-generation
information technology’ (22). China has been moving to a new economy,
hence, ‘new-generation information technology'. This happens because,
as it is optimistically said, the ‘internet is transforming the world’ (19),
that is, the ‘world’ for new space and time (Fairclough, 2006); the world
without borders (Ohmae, 1994). This transformation includes changes
the way people commercialize ‘goods’ and ‘many services’ and even
in preparing ‘workforce skills’ by means of ‘on-line training’. What
the discourse embeds here is that the breakthroughs in information
technologies are seen from a market perspective. Economic activities
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such as ‘commercializing’ accordingly colonize other social interests,
such as disseminating information.

Engagement in the digital world is now regarded as a requirement
for successful participation in society. In the domain of management,
scholars have seen the internet as a necessity. A management guru,
Kanter (2001) prescribes that companies that are successful on the web
are guaranteed to operate differently from their laggard counterparts.
Economically speaking, the internet helps producers sell their products
anywhere around the world ‘faster and more cheaply’ (20), but politically
it is generally ‘Google, eBay and Yahoo' that rule the internet (19). It is
true to say that in present days, these web providers have replaced
the way people shop from the conventional transaction (coming to
the shops) to modern transaction (using internet) and unsurprisingly it
does not matter whether one buys a frying pan or a diamond ring. It is
even truer to say that these internet giants dominate the information
technology industry.

The eminent success in the way people communicate in doing
businesses in the contemporary world is not always advantageous to any
business in society in all parts of the globe. This is because from a global
economic perspective, it is the best products that dominate the market.
Web-page transactions are more helpful for giants, but at the same
time they belittle micro home industries that do not have capital to get
access to such communication technologies. Communication experts
agree that advances in information technology such as the internet has
transformed corporations, financial institutions, and business people to
interact in an efficient way. This is because globalization has been seen
as a process driven by increasing technological scale and information
flows. The information technology has made the world borderless
(Ohmae, 1994; Giddens, 2000). But simultaneously unfair globalization
through its information technology has turned the borderless world into
parts, the producing countries and the consuming countries.

Taken altogether, the excerpts also demonstrate that the global
economy is now organized around the production and possession
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of immaterial symbolic objects, that is, ‘knowledge’ and ‘skills’ as
commodities facilitated by new information and communication
technologies. The economic resources as ‘capital’, ‘informational
technology’, ‘biotechnology’, ‘innovation’, ‘'management’ and ‘knowledge’
are inseparable entities in manifest new capitalism. Knowledge is a
resource for ‘rapidly increasing social wealth.” Knowledge is treated
similar to ‘capital’, hence, 'social wealth’. A farmer or doctor needs to rely
on specialized knowledge for economic interaction (20). They need each
other economically. Their ‘special knowledge’ determines the ‘patterns
of trade'. Knowledge is a commodity for trade. This indicates that new
capitalism is characterized by knowledge-based economy (KBE), which
comprises capital, informational technology, innovation and the internet

(Jessop, 2004).

From a free-market business perspective, the advantage of internet
and knowledge in the global economy is undeniable. In the e-culture
survey for her book Evole! Kanter (2001) found that the companies that
use the internet tend to have flexible, empowering and collaborative
organizations. She contends that the companies that are laggard in
e-culture have difficulties in collaboration despite their hard work. Kanter
(2001) further prescribes that companies in the e-culture globalization
must create communities that are guided by the integrated purpose. This
is because, she argues, web-based communities work more successfully
than bureaucracy. According to Kanter, decisions in companies should
not be made by those who have higher ranks but by those who have
more knowledge; therefore, today KBE community is controlling the
economy.

The e-culture managers who know how to manage themselves
will have their companies provide self-help resources. For these
managers, network companies, the internet, global finance, and varying
productions constitute forms of capital accumulation process. As implied
in (19), companies today cannot rely entirely on professional managers
without taking into account the managers’ knowledge of the e-culture,
the internet. Different from most roundtable-oriented management, in
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e-culture management decisions are not made by authoritarian chiefs
in @ meeting, but they can be made by those who have competencies
and the decisions can be made in “exile”. With the help provided by ‘the
information technology’, the planet is now rescaled in a compressed
system of space and time, a shrinking of the world, which is inspired by
“the intensification of consciousness of the world as a whole” (Robertson,
1992, p. 8), as if the informational aspects of the global economy were a
unit in real time on a planetary scale.

The excerpts discursively construct the mindsets concerning
information technology, the internet, and knowledge in relation to the
free-market economy deriving from the social beliefs and practices of
the new capitalist political stance. But the practices need to be shared
between the people who have already had the access to modern
expensive information technology and those who have not, unless social
critics will keep speaking for them until an alternative globalization is
implemented (see Kiely, 2000; Amin, 1997).

5.2 Neoliberalism

Neoliberalism is conceived as a political project that attempts to
remove trade barriers and other obstacles such as welfare programs
in order to develop into full new capitalism. Neoliberal economy and
its modus operandi are enacted to attain the full progress of new
capitalism (Bourdieu & Wacquant, 2001; Fairclough, 2006). Neoliberalism
is materialization of a political, social and economic agenda that is
promoted as a tenet by the WTO, the IMF, and the Word Bank. The
ideology of neoliberalism is embedded in the texts on globalization and
is characterized by the discourse of ‘free market, ‘trade liberalization’,
‘opening-up’, deregulation of market and ‘reforms’ of economic and
political strategies. This feature of discursive construction is manifested
in Op-Eds in mass media and in political speeches at a number of social
economic events, such as economic conferences and the WEF Annual
Meetings.
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(23)

(24)

(25)

72

There is no question that trade liberalization creates winners and
losers. (...) [para. 11.

But Congress should consider how freer trade affects the nation
as a whole. Since World War Il the United States has led the

international quest to liberalize world trade and investment. (. . .)
After a half-century of steady liberalization, it is fair to ask, what do
Americans have to show? [para. 2].

Unfortunately for the cause of continued liberalization, Americans
do not receive this money as a check marked “payoff from

globalization.” [para. 4]. (.. .)

The benefits of trade and investment liberalization are positive and
large. (. ..) Despite the huge payoff to the United States, maintaining

political support for trade liberalization has never been easy [para.
5]. (Washington Post, June 07, 2005)

Restricting trade by imposing tariffs, quotas, or other barriers is
exactly the wrong thing to do. (...) Working through the World Trade
Organization or in other venues, we should continue to advocate the
elimination of trade distortions and barriers in our trading partners
even as we increase the openness of our own economy. We should
also work to ensure that both we and our trading partners live up
to existing agreements under the World Trade Organization (Ben
Bernanke, May 1, 2007, para. 24).

History has shown that the greater threat to economic prosperity
is not too little government involvement in the market, it is too

much government involvement in the market. (. . .) When nations

open their markets to trade and investment, their businesses and
farmers and workers find new buyers for their products. (...) Thanks

in large part to open markets, (. ..) [para. 24].

While reforms in the financial sector are essential, the long-term
solution to today's problems is sustained economic growth. And

the surest path to that growth is free markets and free people.
(Applause.) [para. 25].
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(26)

(27)

But the crisis was not a failure of the free market system. And the
answer is not to try to reinvent that system. It is to fix the problems
we face, make the reforms we need, and move forward with the
free market principles (.. .). [para. 26]. (George Bush, November 13,
2008)

Since its accession to the World Trade Organization more than
four years ago, China has (. . .) gradually cut tariffs, removed mom-

tariff measures, liberalized trade in service, pushed forward a new
round of multilateral trade talks in an effort to create a favorable

environment for further expanding international economic and
technical exchanges and cooperation [para. 3]. (. . .)

China follows an opening-up strategy that promotes mutual benefit.
We are ready to work with the international community to expand
two-way market access, improve the multilateral trade system and
advance trade and investment liberalization and facilitation so as
to create a better environment for trade and economic cooperation
[para. 14]. (Zeng Peiyan, January 25, 2006)

The first decade of this century has seen major changes in the
global political and economic landscape. (. . .) Great progress has

been made in China’'s comprehensive reform, opening-up and
modernization endeavor during this decade [para. 3]. (.. .)

We are pursuing a win-win strategy of opening-up to increase the
openness of China’'s economy. Since joining the WTO in 2001, we

have speeded up efforts to change the way of conducting foreign
trade, (. . .). China today is a fully open market economy. The
opening-up policy has both benefited China's development and
the well-being of its people and contributed to regional and global

economic growth [para. 6]. (.. .)

China will continue to deepen reform and opening-up and
resolutely remove institutional hurdles to increase the momentum

of pursuing sustainable development [para. 14]. (Wen Jiabao,
September 14, 2011)
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Deregulation of the market lessens the government function in
controlling trade. Hence, for the globalists, ‘restricting trade’ is ‘exactly
the wrong thing to do' (24). Trade organizations, such as the WTO
become the player and act as a resource of legitimizing the free trade.
The WTO is committed to the global free trade through ‘reform’ and the
reduction of ‘tariffs’, taxes and ‘other barriers’ from trade. The globalist
point of view is that government interventions in economy, such as
setting the tariffs on import and export, can limit the progress of global
economic development.

Governments should, therefore, interfere in the conduct of trade
as little as possible (25). If present, the engagement of the government
is merely to facilitate the process of globalization for example free
movements of capital (Fairclough, 2006) and provision of infrastructures.
Altogether excerpts (22)-(27) indicate that the globalists internalize the
neoliberal ideology through the notion of liberalizing market (liberalize
world trade’, ‘the elimination of trade distortions and barriers’),
eliminating government capital controls (‘too much government
involvement in the market), reducing tariffs (‘cut tariff, ‘removed
mome-tariff measures’, ‘remove institutional hurdle’), privatizing public
services, and weakening regulations that protect labors. Governments
by making use of international agencies—IMF, WTO—naturalize this
discourse through universalization that global economy is inevitable
and it is essentially materialized for example by ‘liberalization’ of ‘trade’
and ‘investment'.

The powerful WTO has approved global competition and unregulated
market as the best opportunity to create the equal prosperity of the
world’s population. This new governing regime increasingly provides
a major general control over every aspect of the lives of the majority
of the world's people. What not said is that the control is not for the
economic well-being of nations as the claim is often made but rather
on the enhancement of the power and wealth of the world’s largest
corporations and financial institutions. The approval of the Uruguay and
other further WTQO's agreements has institutionalized a global economic
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and political structure that makes every government increasingly
dependent on a baffling system of transnational governance designed
to boost corporate profit (Wallach & Sforza, 1999), often with complete
ignorance of social and environmental consequences. The WTO and
other trade agreements have moved away beyond their traditional
roles of ‘setting quotas and tariffs’. Now such institutions set new and
unprecedented controls over democratic governance. Erasing national
laws and economic boundaries to foster capital mobility and free trade
has led General Motors, Shell and other mega-corporations to celebrate
their success. The establishment of the WTO marks a momentous
formalization and strengthening of their power. To the WTO and its
supporting alliance, the globe is viewed primarily as a common market
and capital source. Governments, laws and democracy are conceived
as the irritating factors that restrict the exploitation and limit the profit
(Wallach & Sforza, 1999).

States and multinational companies shape the globalization of
trade and finance through the discourse of ‘opening-up’. The contexts
of discourse of ‘opening-up’ include ‘market’, ‘trade’, ‘investment’ and
‘development’. The word ‘open’ perhaps has a less provocative meaning
compared to the term global; it is used in other contexts such as the
domain of education, for example open university; the university that
is open welcomes every person, but sounds less competitive. This is a
reason why perhaps Premier Wen Jiabao seems to have preferred the
term open to global. The word ‘open’ also suggests that there should
be no secret agenda from a special state in the global economy. In
other words, there must be accountability, transparency, and trusted
governance between countries.

From a systemic grammar point of view (Halliday & Matthiessen,
2014), the word ‘open’ can be used as a verb, such as in excerpt (25)
and therefore it can co-occur with an inanimate colligated subject
‘nations’ and its predicate collocations ‘market’, ‘trade’ and ‘investment'.
However, the word is used as an adjective as in (27). Whether it is used
as a main verb or a modifying adjective, in the discourse of globalization
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the word ‘open’ is an indicator of globalist style, part of language that
embodies neoliberal economy. In fact, leaders from the USA and China
see neoliberalism as the tenet that encourages the world toward more
‘open trade’ and discursively construct it as ‘trade liberalization’, removal
of ‘'mome-tariff measures’, ‘opening-up’, and removal of ‘institutional
hurdles’. The clause ‘But Congress should consider how freer trade
affects the nation as a whole’ in (23) constitutes the genuine statement
of a neoliberal economic perspective. The denial ‘but’ challenges the
outcry that‘trade liberalization creates winners and losers'. No mentions
is made that uncontrolled trade liberations ruins the welfare of society,
because it sets up limit to the intervention of government in economic
practices and overrides democracy.

Governments and financial institutions (the World Bank and IMF)
need to ‘reform’ their economic and political perspectives to thrive in
the global economy. They thus need to be adhered to competitive and
open market. Itis so open and interconnected that there is no possibility
of turning back. In the interconnected global economy, market and
trade require liberty policies. We can refer to this as “forced democratic”
global economy. Nations including developing economies need to
follow the discourse as a powerful strategy, for example, for fulfilling
an essential term and condition for receiving loans from the World
Bank, joining the WTO or attracting Foreign Direct Investments. The
discourse of globalization is translated into the discourse of ‘economic
development’ through open and competitive market. The globalists do
not argue that uncontrolled trade competition leads to monopoly of the
global economy by the (multinational) giants, leaving out basic universal
rights such as food security and equal access to resources. For them,
the government involvement in regulating market has to be reformed
for the sake of so-called free market while in fact they are fostering a
dominant nation'’s progress and its hegemonic corporations.
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6. Summary

This chapter has attempted to unravel the sort of ideology that
the texts on globalization are potentially capable of (re)constructing.
From the analysis of the excerpts, it demonstrates that the texts on
globalization discursively construct new capitalism and neoliberalism.
The construction of these economic ideologies is manifested through
universalization of the operational beliefs and values of the global
economy. These fundamental values and beliefs are instilled through
discursive elements:tradeliberalization, capital flows, global competition,
and reduction of governments’ regulations in trade, among others.

The analysis suggests two things. First, new capitalism is a form
of capitalism that has attempted to dominate the power in the global
economy, politic and other social aspects of human life. It makes use
advances of technology, management expertise, telecommunication,
and knowledge economy for its modus operandi. Advances in technology
are seen to have changed the way people work, communicate and do
businesses. The internet for example is claimed to have changed the
way people work in many aspects. Unfortunately, the advances in
telecommunication technology have not benefited the world society as
awhole. They are still more accessible to communities in the developed
world. Peoplein LDCs cannot easily have an access to telecommunication
technologies. As a result, the materialization of global economy is partly
still a dream for those people, especially when these people are forced
to compete to boost the economic growth. Politically, since not every
state is capable of competing in the marketplace, the social-Darwinism
philosophy of “survival of the fittest” emerges and Neitzscheist “will to
power” is inevitable.

Second, neoliberalism is the political project that attempts to achieve
the full development of new economies. Neoliberalist sees globalization
as an inexorable economic logic in the contemporary capitalist society.
The neoliberal value system is a manifestation of the economic,
political, and social agenda that is promoted as a tenet by the WTO,
IMF, World Bank, leaders of state and leading economists. Neoliberal

Dr. Mustafa A. Rahman 77



proponents contend that modern economy is materialized in the forms
of transcendental free trade, investment liberalization and knowledge
economy; the government involvement in the economy needs to
be placed at the minimum. By means of these economic practices, a
social change is expected in the contemporary global society. Sadly, the
change has yet been equally materialized. In short, globalization is real;
however, people need to be aware of both its discursive and material
processes, so that the advantages of globalization are fairly distributed
to all layers of the world society.
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CHAPTERS3

Discourse of Economic
Globalization

n this chapter, | will examine the salient relationship between
discourse and economic globalization. The focus will be primarily
on the discourse of economic globalization during the 2008 global
financial crisis. | will start with the notion of globalization as it is defined
in academic literature from different disciplines and perspectives. Using
similar analytical tools made available in argumentation and discourse
analysis, the chapter will then provide the analysis interspersed with
real excerpts from newspaper Op-Eds and political economic speeches.

1. Introduction

Globalization is an unprecedented and seriously debated
phenomenon. Itisoftentrappedineconomicprovisoswhichareregarded
as the broadening and deepening linkages of national economies into a
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worldwide market for capital, goods, and services. Globalization has also
been seen in both positive and negative senses. Positively, globalization
is regarded as a new way of interaction concerning free trade, market
liberalization, and flows of capital among nations (Held et al., 1999).
Negatively, globalization is an inevitable myth that offers particular
perspective on the global trading and financial order and dismisses
other perspectives by declaring them as unrealistic or unfeasible (Hisrt
& Thompson, 1996). To put it differently, globalization in the context of
critical scholarship (Sparke, 2013; Fairclough, 2013; Peck & Theodore,
2007; Scholte, 2000) is virtually an ideology of political economy created
by capitalist discourse that promotes and operates on the principle of
free movements of goods, capital, information and services between
countries. Although this conception of economic globalization is
vulnerable to ramification, it is still formidably shared among supporting
groups of globalizing economists, state leaders, corporate managers,
commercial circles and many journalists. The way of internalizing this
discursive practice is not neutral; it attaches political and social beliefs
to the economic system of capitalists who have access to exercise power
and dominate the system of global economy.

Consequently, since the emergence of globalization debate in the
1990s ( see Hisrt & Thompson, 1996), the relationship between language
(discourse) and social realities—discourse and the reality on global
economy and of its impacts on, manifestations and ramifications—has
become a burgeoning field of scientific inquiry. The interdependence
between these aspects has drawn attention from a number of academic
disciplines, such as political economy, sociology, and critical linguistics.
Although globalization virtually falls within the field of political economy,
some critical discourse analysts also seem to have currently paid
their attention to this phenomenon (Fairclough, 2006; Monica, 2003;
Flowerdew, 2002). They agree that globalization as an economic, political
and social phenomenon cannot entirely be separated from discourse,
because the two aspects are dialectically related. They observe that it
is through discourse or other semiotic practices that a particular social
reality, such as global economy can socially be constructed (Fairclough,
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2006). However, although there is a body of literature that addresses
globalization from a discursive dimension, they often lack evidence from
textual analysis (for example, Koh, 2005; Hay & Rosamond, 2002). There
is thus a need for a transdisciplinary approach at least between political
economy, sociology and CDA to unraveling the issue scientifically.

This chapter therefore approaches economic globalization from a
(transdisciplinary) CDA perspective (Fairclough, 2006); a version of CDA
that commits to conducting a dialogue with other disciplines—political
economy (Jessop, 2004), argumentation (van Eemeren & Grootendorst,
2004) and systemic functional linguistics (Halliday & Matthiessen, 2014).
Fairclough (2003) asserts that discourse is a moment of networks of
social practices; it is social acts of people doing, talking and writing
things; it is a particular way of representation, of meaning-making in
conjunctionwith other practices, such as promoting free trade. According
to Fairclough (2014) globalization project is a good but an incomplete
process. He thus sees discourse of globalization as social practice that
has a dialectical relationship between the discursive processes and
material social processes (Fairclough, 2006). Social practice does not
only reflect reality, but it also can change reality. Social practice which
is created in a particular way constitutes a social order, such as an
economic order in a particular society at a particular space and time
(Chouliaraki & Fairclough, 1999).

This chapter attempts to especially examine the discursive
construction of global economy in strategic texts. What is meant by a
strategic text is a discourse type (Fairclough, 2003) that is specifically
concerned with the systems of political economy, government policies
and plans, and the ways these elements are strategically embedded
in genres such as newspaper articles. Vaara, Sorsa & Palli (2010) use a
nearly similar term ‘strategy text, referring to a text type which deals
with organizing strategies for a city plan in Finland that is textually
constructed in genres which include interviews and presentation
slides. They relate the term strategy text to language-based organizing
activities whereas this book uses the term strategic text, inspired by
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Fairclough (2003, p. 199), to refer to the discursive representation of
global economy that involves political economy, social belief systems,
state policies, and planned economic strategies. A strategic text has
an economic and political nuance. The strategic texts analyzed in
this chapter are newspaper Opinion-Editorials (Op-Eds) and political
speeches.

The main objective of this chapter is to analyze how an author—
defined as a writer or speaker who produces text—discursively
constructs global economy in the strategic texts. A special reference is
made to the strategic texts during the 2008 global financial crisis. The
study is thus guided by the following academic enquiries: how discourse
of economic globalization is constructed in the strategic texts during the
global financial crisis; how the authors organize their arguments in the
strategic texts during the global financial crisis; how the authors use
argumentation strategies to construct the discourse of global economy
in these texts

2. The Notion of Globalization

Relatively few previous studies have systematically examined
the discursive processes of globalization during the financial crisis.
Fairclough & Fairclough (2011) seek to incorporate practical reasoning
into CDA and analyze the UK government’s 2008 Pre-Budget Report as an
illustration. Their study was primarily aimed at revisiting the paradigm
for critical analysis of discourse. Kutter (2014) studied the discursive
construction of the Greek financial crisis in the German financial press.
She found that the discursive representation of the Greek crisis was
used to catalyze the reform of the European Economic and Monetary
Union and to reinforce economic integration. Many other scholars have
in effect focused on material processes of globalization. They assert
that globalization is a process triggered by and gives rise to increasing
transborder flows of goods, money, services, people, information, and
culture. Globalization is “a process (or set of processes) which embodies
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a transformation in the spatial organization of social relations and
transactions . . . generating transcontinental or interregional flows
and networks of activity, interaction, and the exercise of power” (Held
et al, 1999, p. 16). The flows, networks and interconnections are
generally diverse in character, including: flows of goods and money and
international financial and trading networks in the economic field; inter-
governmental networks and interdependencies and interactions and
interconnections between international agencies such as the United
Nations, the International Monetary Fund, the World Bank, and the
World Trade Organization and government agencies at national and
regional levels (Fairclough, 2006). These global processes also include
the mobility of people as migrants, tourists, or members of commercial
or governmental organizations; flows of images and representations
and interactions through contemporary media and forms of technology
and so forth. In brief, all the ideas about globalization are concerned to
a large extent with a process leading to greater interdependence and
mutual understanding among economic, political, and social institutions
in the world, and agencies in general as well as advance in technology.

Globalization, as indicated above, has essentially been discussed
more in the context of economy than in any other perspective. For
example, the Japanese corporate management guru, Kenichi Ohmae
(1994) describes globalization as an imaginatively world-scaled business
opportunity. Sociologist Anthony Giddens (1990, p. 63) regards
globalization as consequence of modernity as he puts it, “modernity
is inherently globalizing” and as a decoupling or “distanciation”
between space and time. Sociologist Manuel Castells (1996, p. 92) also
emphasizes the economic aspects of the globalization as he defines
it as “an economy with the capacity to work as a unit in real time on
a planetary scale.” Sociologist Gary Gereffi (1994) writes about global
“commodity chains,” whereby production is coordinated on a global
scale. Political scientist Robert Gilpin (1987, p. 389) defines globalization
as the “increasing interdependence of national economies in trade,
finance, and macroeconomic policy.” In a similar vein, other scholars
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(Held et al., 1999; Ritzer, 2009; Adams, 2011) also point out that the
reality of globalization is a continuous economic process driven both
by fundamental economic policy changes by individual governments
and by technological innovation. New emerging-economy countries
and sources of supply of and demand for an ever-increasing number
of goods and services are being integrated at an accelerating tempo
into a global economy (Ohmae, 1994). As such, it is often claimed that
globalization is an inclusive process through which emerging countries
like China and India join the developed nations as increasingly integrated
"equal partners" in the now so-called global economy. Some people
raise questions whether globalization is truly a new phenomenon under
the sun. They contend that the entire course of human history can be
seen as the gradual expansion of transportation and communication
networks; in that context, globalization may be little more than an
extension of past patterns of human interaction (Sparke, 2013; Scholte,
2000; Bauman, 2013). This process of dominance virtually comes under
the sense of internationalization. However, internationalization has
existed for centuries; globalization is an idea whose time has come (Held
et al., 1999). And since it embraces every angle of political economy,
globalization should be seen more than enhanced internalization of
human interaction if the process is to be more distinctive and meaningful
(Hirst & Thompson, 1996). What is absent from these multiple-complex
perspectives is a viewpoint that includes text as part of globalization
processes.

For the sake of studying globalization from its linguistic domain, it is
therefore reasonable to add another standpoint that globalization is an
ideological project for the expansion of power with multiple meanings
and perspectives. It is linguistically a process of re-semanticization of
the word global through the use of metaphor (Hasan, 2003) that gives
rise to emergence of ideologies founded on the principles of free
movements of capitals, goods & services, and information as well as the
abolition of government intervention in economic affairs: no restrictions
on manufacturing, no barriers to commerce, no tax and tariff on import.
Stated in a more polished form, globalization is both the processes of
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representing imaginaries in discourse and making them actualize in
material manifestation. In other words, globalization is both a material
phenomenon and a political project (Sparke, 2013).

| see globalization from an economic perspective and treats it as
a particular facet of discourse. Globalization is a social manifestation
and discourse practice is of social manifestation as well. The discourse
of globalization is a subject of social construction in response to social
realities. In other words, discourse is the vital character in constructing
economic realities. But discourse of globalization is a complex social
issue. We thus need to combine CDA with political economy to extend
the theory of the relationship between discourse and globalization
which is so-called transdisciplinary (Fairclough, 2006). This adoption
is derived from the standpoint that economic systems are politically
embedded in text and that both political and economic objects are
initially discursively constructed (Jessop, 2004; Fairclough, 2006). The
combination between CDA and political economy will assist us in the
analysis of concrete examples from an emerging economic country and
an industrially advanced one—notably China and the USA—to show
how political economy can be incorporated into the analysis of texts.
The paper contends that social reality and discourse have a two-way
relationship; they embody each other. In other words, social realities
are partly discourse. Discourse does not exist independently from
the world of objects it represents; they are different but not discrete
(Fairclough, 2006). The paper thus attends to ‘globalization” with the
oscillating analysis in which a dialogue across disciplines is put to work
when looking at the social problem, i.e., the global financial crisis. The
analysis of strategic texts is motivated by this conception.

3. Approach to Discourse of Globalization

This chapter is also built upon CDA, but it is supported by
argumentation analysis for the analytical framework. Fairclough’s version
of CDA and itsreference to SFL's lexico-grammar (Halliday & Matthiessen,

Dr. Mustafa A. Rahman 85



2014) for textual analysis is used. The argumentation theory applied is
the pragma-dialectical approach (van Eemeren & Grootendorst (2004).
CDA is put to work with argumentation studies without the former being
reducible to the latter (Fairclough, 2013; Chouliaraki & Fairclough, 1999;
Fairclough & Fairclough, 2011). To bring these disciplines into a more
solid dialectical relation, we can refer to the argumentation structure
and strategic maneuvering conceptualized by the pragma-dialectical
theory of argumentation theory (van Eemeren, 2010).

The pragma-dialectical approach sees argumentation as a social,
verbal activity, which can be performed orally as well as in writing. The
foremost task of an analyst is to examine the standpoint, the argument
structure and the rhetorical strategies. Genres such as an Op-Ed article
or a political speech must have a standpoint, argumentative structures
and ways of persuasion. Typical of such genres is that discourse
participants (or speakers and hearers) may or may not share similar
points of view. In the argumentative discourse of such a situation the
discourse producer then tries to make his or her standpoint more
acceptable, credible or truthful by formulating 'arguments' that are
purported to sustain the chosen point of view. Argumentation on global
economy must have a standpoint. An author can adopt a positive,
negative or neutral standpoint. For example, when an author asserts
that 'l think globalization is an unprecedented phenomenon’, in that the
author has adopted a positive standpoint with respect to the proposition
that globalization is an unprecedented phenomenon. An author can
alternatively say that ‘I do not think globalization is an unprecedented
phenomenon, in that the author has adopted a negative standpoint. An
author can also even state that ‘l do not know whether globalization is
an unprecedented phenomenon’, in that the author has not committed
herself to this proposition in a positive or negative way because she is
not sure about it. In that case, the author is taking a neutral standpoint.
Whether it comes first or later, the standpoint is identifiable in either at
the argumentation stage or concluding stage (van Eemeren, 2018). The
role of authors in argumentation is to defend the standpoint that they
have adopted. Since an argumentative discourse is exchanged around
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an adopted standpoint, unrevealing the way the point is manifested is
important in analyzing the discursive construction of global economy
during the financial crisis.

An argumentative discourse generally has a rational structure.
Whether or not argumentation structures vary with an ideological
position is still a quest. The content of an argumentation however
may depend on the ideology one believes in. And 'good' and 'bad'
argumentation is rather something that varies with individual speakers
than with group membership (van Dijk, 2009). Of course, like any genre,
various argumentative discourses may be learned and be associated
with a profession and hence with professional ideologies: An influential
politician, leading economist or newspaper columnist is probably more
experienced in 'good' argumentation than those who do not have such
professional training and experience. Discourse and argumentation
structures may relate to one's expertise attained through education,
training and experience.

The aim of the parties (proponent and opponent) to be involved in
argumentative discourse is to find out ways of resolving a difference of
opinion. This implies that the parties are obliged to abide by the rules
instrumentalinachievingthe argumentation goal by maintaining a certain
standard of reasonableness (van Eemeren & Grootendorst, 2004). As is
the case for many genres, such as an Op-Ed article or political speech,
argumentation is controlled by a number of normative rules, interaction
principles and efficient strategies of actual performance. Some of these
normative rules are: 1). the proponent who puts forward a standpoint
is to defend it; 2). the proponent may defend his or her standpoint
only by advancing the argumentation related to that standpoint; and
3). the reasoning in the argumentation must be logically valid or must
be capable of being made valid (van Eemeren & Grootendorst, 2004;
van Eemeren & Snoeck Henkemans, 2017). In reality, of course, one
may break the rules of argumentation, for instance by using fallacies,
false moves in the arguments, but still respect interaction principles (for
instance of respect or cooperation) or still be a very efficient arguer (van
Eemeren, 2010).
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However, interacting in such a way does not mean that the parties
cannot resolve the difference of opinion in their own favor. To put it
differently, the parties involved in a critical discussion can use rhetorical
means in argumentative discourse as long as they maintain the rules
of the discussion and they must be responsible for what they say or
imply. Central to the analysis of argumentative discourse, therefore, is
also the role of rhetorical dimensions that are conceived as strategic
maneuvering for influencing result of argument. As was alluded in
Chapter 1, the strategic maneuvering manifests in three ways. The
first strategy is called the topical selection, in which the arguers make
a convenient choice from the options. The arguers may choose the
materials they find easiest to handle. They begin by introducing the
specific subjects that are pertinent and significant to the conversation,
which might help the proponent by supplying the dispute area of each
dialectical stage. The second tactic is adaptation to audience demand,
when the disputants select the viewpoints they believe would be most
palatable to the audience. They make an effort to elicit empathy from
the audience by appealing to their values, sensibilities, or preferences.
The third tactic is presentational options, when the disputants select the
range of rhetorical devices that best frame their points of contention.
They can choose the presentational devices, such as loaded definitions,
generalizations and rhetorical argumentative structure (van Eemeren,
2010). In brief, the analysis of argumentation together with CDA
contributes to better understanding the linguistic and social processes
of constituting the practices of global economy.

4. Textual Evidence

China and the USA become the sources of strategic texts. This
consideration is taken based on the principle that we cannot even think
about globalization or discuss it effectively without reference to specific
locations and places (Beck, 2000). For each of the two countries the
strategic texts are classified into two categories: the Op-Ed articles from
newspapers and speeches. The two modes of genre are chosen to avoid
the privilege of one genre over the other. Four texts have been chosen to

88 DISCOURSE and CRITICAL ISSUES



represent the world economies and the mode of genre. The newspaper
texts came from the China Daily to represent China the Washington
Post to represent the USA. The Op-Ed articles in these newspapers are
usually contributed by well-known figures. The China Daily, which was
established on June 1, 1981, is the most influential national English-
language newspaper in China and circulated abroad in more than
150 countries and regions. It is not only the most widely circulated
Chinese newspaper among the majority of Western readers but also
the most frequently quoted Chinese newspaper by international news
media. According to its website source, the China Daily is often called
the “Voice of China" or "Window to China", because it is regarded as
one of the country's most authoritative English media outlets and an
important source of information on Chinese politic, economy, society
and culture. For a basic reason, the China Daily is chosen because it
transmits China’s national images, politic,c and foreign policy to the
international community. The Washington Post is chosen because its
positions on foreign policy and economic issues are of a definitively
conservative stance. For example, it advocates free-trade agreements.
Meanwhile, the speeches were also delivered by influential figures on
several occasions. To represent China, | choose a speech by Wen Jiabao.
Premier Wen Jiabao delivered the speech in Chinese, but this chapter
refers to the English version of the speech which was authoritatively
prepared by the government of China. For the U.S. counterpart, a
speech by George Bush was selected. The criteria of text selections are
the period of publication and the issues raised in the texts.

5. Discourse Analysis of Excerpts

5.1 Discourse of Global Economy during the Financial Crisis

The material processes of global economy were interrupted by the
2008 financial crisis. The world economy was not progressing as it had
been discursively practiced. This indicates that no economic system
is resistant for all time. Even the neoliberal global economy is at risk.
The following excerpts reveal that the global market economy can also
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suffer from a financial crisis. | underline the linguistic elements | find

highly pertinent to the topic under discussion. Some of the excerpts are

reused for the purpose of the critical issue in question.

(1)

()

(3)

(4)

90

The Financial Crisis Is Also an Opportunity to Create New Rules for
Our Global Economy. (headline)

We are living through the first financial crisis of this new global age.
And the decisions we make will affect us over not just the next few

weeks but for years to come. [para. 2] (.. .)

We are allinthis together, and we can only resolve this crisis together.
If we do this, 2008 will be remembered not just as a year of financial
crisis but as the year we started to build the world anew. [para. 11]
(Washington Post, October 17, 2008)

And today | appreciate you giving me a chance to come and for me
to outline the steps that America and our partners are taking and
are going to take to overcome this financial crisis. [para. 1]¢(...)

The financial crisis was ignited when booming housing markets began
to decline. As home values dropped, many borrowers defaulted on

their mortgages, and institutions holding securities backed by those
mortgages suffered serious losses. [para. 10] (.. .)

This is a decisive moment for the global economy. In the wake of the
financial crisis, voices from the left and right are equating the free

enterprise system with greed and exploitation and failure. [para. 26]
(George Bush, November 13, 2008)

Protectionism has swept across the world in the face of the financial
crisis. (China Daily, April 02, 2009, para. 3)

This annual meeting has a special significance. Amidst a_global

financial crisis rarely seen in history, it brings together government
leaders, business people, experts and scholars of different countries
to jointly explore ways to maintain international financial stability,
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promote world economic growth and better address global issues.
[para. 11¢(...)

The ongoing international financial crisis has landed the world
economy in the most difficult situation since last century's Great

Depression. In the face of the crisis, countries and the international
community have taken various measures to address it. [para. 2] (. . .)

The global financial crisis is a challenge for the whole world. [para. 8]
(Wen Jiabao, January 28, 2009)

The excerpts indicate that the current global economy is not a
durable economic system. The definite nominal groups ‘the financial
crisis’, ‘the global financial crisis’, and ‘the ongoing international financial
crisis’ all explicate that the global economy has been interrupted by the
financial turmoil, but whichis‘rarely seenin history’. The financial crisis in
the age of global liberalism has actually affected the economic progress
of developing countries and industrially advanced ones as well, such as
China and USA. The 2008 financial crisis is a blow to the global economic
project. It puts at risk both the global economic system and its material
processes such as free market as an author says ‘The ongoing financial
crisis has landed the world economy in the most difficult situation” and
‘is a challenge for the whole world'(4). Furthermore, circumstance of
time ‘since last century's Great Depression’ and the nominal groups ‘This
financial crisis’ in (2) and ‘the global financial crisis’ in (4) all presuppose
that such crisis has never emerged in the era of globalization. The
text also shows that the cause of the financial crisis is recognizable.
For example, ‘when booming housing markets began to decline’ (2);
nevertheless, the agency that precipitated the crisis is not identifiable.
The verbal group ‘was ignited’ (2) is a passive form in which the actor
of the material process of the verb ‘ignited’ is in doubt. However, the
impact ‘brings together government leaders, business people, experts
and scholars of different countries to jointly explore ways to maintain
international financial stability’ (4). This is because economy and politic
work closely during the global financial crisis (Fairclough & Fairclough,
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2011). Although it is not explicitly stated, the responsibility of the crisis
should be on big tycoons, such as Fannie Mae, Freddie Mac and Lehman
Brothers that ignited the U.S. financial instability (see McDonald &
Robinson, 2010). The authors who construct the texts admit that the
financial crisis hinders the process of prevailing global economic
processes, for example as in ‘We are living through the first financial
crisis of this new global age’ (1), ‘The financial crisis was ignited when
booming housing markets began to decline’ (2), ‘Protectionism has
swept across the world in the face of the financial crisis’ (3) as well as in
‘The ongoing international financial crisis has landed the world economy
in the most difficult situation since last century's Great Depression’ (4).
The verbal groups ‘was ignited’, ‘has swept’ and ‘has landed’ imply that
capitalist economic system is not to be blamed for the financial crisis.

The excerpts demonstrate that the authors see the global financial
crisis as a challenge and an advantageous event as in ‘The global financial
crisis is a challenge for the whole world’ (4) and ‘The Financial Crisis Is
Also an Opportunity to Create New Rules for Our Global Economy’ (1).
They linguistically and socially regard the crisis as a good thing. They
textually construct the crisis as a natural socio-economic process; they
perceiveitasapersonalized process thatrequires a political intervention.
Ideologically, this is part of the process of globalization in which
that nobody is in charge of, thus ‘the whole world’, ‘the international
community’ and passive ‘was ignited’. Consequently, countries in the
world have to adapt to globalization processes in accordance with their
own politic and economic strategies (Flowerdew, 2002).

The nominal group ‘financial crisis’ can grammatically become the
initial participants of the clauses, for example, ‘the (global) financial
crisis is ... and does not require the material or mental processes. This
is because ‘the financial crisis’ is seen an economic phenomenon as if
it happened by itself. But when the economy gets entangled in politic,
humans as the animate agency must take over the matter. The excerpts
below illustrate:
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(5)

(6)

(7)

We must deal with more than the symptoms of the current crisis. We
have to tackle the root causes. (Washington Post, October 17, 2008,
para. 7)

Secondly, we must ensure that markets, firms, and financial products
are properly regulated. [para. 19](. . .)

Third, we must enhance the integrity of our financial markets. [para.
201¢(...)

Fourth, we must strengthen cooperation among the world's
financial authorities. (. . .) We should also reform international

financial institutions such as the IMF and the World Bank, which are
based largely on the economic order of 1944. (. . .) we should move
forward with other reforms to make the IMF and World Bank more
transparent, accountable, and effective. [para. 21] (George Bush,
November 13, 2008)

As the saying goes, “A fall in the pit, a gain in your wit,” we must
draw lessons from this crisis and address its root causes. In other
words, we must strike a balance between savings and consumption,
between financial innovation and regulation, and between the
financial sector and real economy. [para. 2] (.. .)

We should encourage regional monetary and financial cooperation,
make good use of regional liquidity assistance mechanisms, and
steadily move the international monetary system toward greater
diversification. [para. 10]

We should expand the regulation coverage of the international
financial system, with particular emphasis on strengthening the

supervision on major reserve currency countries. We should put
in place a timely and efficient early warning system against crisis.

We should introduce reasonable and effective financial regulatory
standards (. . .). We should tighten regulation of financial institutions
and intermediaries and enhance transparency of financial markets
and products. [para. 11] (Wen Jiabao, January 28, 2009)
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In the excerpts above, the social actors of the clauses are human
with material process verbs ‘enhance’, ‘strengthen’, ‘strike’, ‘expand’,
‘reform’ and ‘tighten’, among others. These verbs collocate with deontic
modality ‘must’ and ‘should’, implying a high judgment and confusion
as well. This linguistic process characterizes the discourse of global
economy during the financial crisis as the state leaders and experts are
searching for new strategies for the global economy. When dealing with
new economic strategies, the authors put forward their arguments with
the material process verbs.

Theanimatesocialagentsare centralindealingwith political economy
during the crisis. Therefore, the first-person plural ‘we’ constitutes the
actors. In contrast, the free market economic practices can run without
the government intervention, the so-called laissez-faire policies of the
de-regularized. Consequently, characterized by the linguistic process of
nominalization or reification, ‘globalization’ is regarded as a self-process
phenomenon in the absence of animate agency. The excerpt below
illustrates:

(8) The reforms | have outlined are vital to ensuring that_globalization
works not just for some but for all hard-pressed families and
businesses in all our communities. (Washington Post, October 17,
2008, para. 9)

From this excerpt there is a tendency from the author to use a
nominalization ‘globalization” when addressing the social process of
phenomenon. As a self-process phenomenon, globalization is ensured
that it ‘work not just for some but for all hard-pressed families and
businesses in all our communities’ although in reality it is transnational
corporations that globalize the economy/trade/market and so forth. In
the excerpt, Gordon Brown, the architect of global economy, obfuscates
the agency. He sees globalization as the self-regulating process and thus
linguistically inculcates it in terms of a grammatical metaphor (Halliday
& Matthiessen, 2014). The most intriguing aspect of the discourse is that
globalization should not be seen from a negative point of view, but a
positive one. In the excerpt, the viewpoint of globalization is internalized
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by a parallel structure of ‘not just' ... ‘but for all' resulting in a more
positive perspective ‘globalization works not just for some but all hard-
pressed families and businesses in all our communities'.

The present globalization particularly with regard to the global
economy is being mystified by the financial crisis. The crippling global
financial crisis provides us with a sign that modern capitalism has
reached the end of its time (Harvey, 2010). Surprisingly, free market
ideologues and hyper-globalists claim that such a collapse exist not
because there is no sufficient government involvement but because
there is too much government involvement in the economy:

(9) History has shown that the greater threat to economic prosperity is
not too little government involvement in the market, it is too much
government involvement in the market. (Applause). (George Bush,
November 13, 2008, para. 24)

The neoliberal language ‘history has shown ... not too little government
involvement in the market (but) too much government involvement
in the market’ provides an indication that Bush's economic thinking is
far from the Keynesian paradigm in which government intervention is
considerably important in a country’s economy. The globalist discourse
of economy views that the financial crisis emerges, because market is
not deregulated, but intervened (‘too much government involvement).
The social assumption here is that market can operate freely. This
may be true in some way, but it does not necessarily mean that free
market is not susceptible to a crisis when there is no government
intervention. The statement in the excerpt (9) is a matter of politic. Thus,
like a political system, an economic system is always in the state of flux
and adherents either attempt to sustain the existing economic system
through changes and transformation or seek for an alternative, but the
latter is uncommon.

Economically it is admitted that the global crisis was triggered not
only by too much presence of the government in political economy
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but also by excessive expansion of financial institutions, inappropriate
economic policies, high consumption but low savings:

(10) This crisis is attributable to a variety of factors and the major ones
are: inappropriate macroeconomic policies of some economies
and their unsustainable model of development characterized by
prolonged low savings and high consumption; excessive expansion
offinancialinstitutions in blind pursuit of profit; lack of self-discipline
among financial institutions and rating agencies and the ensuing

distortion of risk information and asset pricing; and the failure

of financial supervision and regulation to keep up with financial
innovations, which allowed the risks of financial derivatives to build
and spread. (Wen Jiabao, January 28, 2009, para. 2)

At the same time, a confession is made that one way of tackling the
crisis is by expanding demands:

(11) As a big responsible country, China has acted in an active and
responsible way during this crisis. We mainly rely on expanding

effective domestic demand, particularly consumer demand, to
boost economic growth. (Wen Jiabao, January 28, 2009, para. 4)

There seems to be two contradictory discourses in the current
global economy; the discourse of the financial crisis, where savings are
needed and the discourse of consumption where spending is necessary.
Confusion exists in the discourse of current global economy. However,
state leaders are encouraged to have positive attitudes:

(12) The global financial crisis is a challenge for the whole world.

Confidence, cooperation and responsibility are keys to overcoming
the crisis. Confidence is the source of strength. [para. 8] (.. .)
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(13)

(14)

Let us strengthen confidence and work closely together to bring
about a new round of world economic growth. [para. 15] (Wen

Jiabao, January 29, 2009)

Today, the same sort of visionary internationalism is needed
to resolve the crises and challenges of a different age. And the
greatest of global challenges demands of us the boldest of global
cooperation. [para. 4]

The old postwar international financial institutions are out of date.

They have to be rebuilt for a wholly new era in which there is
global, not national, competition and open, not closed, economies.
International flows of capital are so big they can overwhelm

individual governments. And trust, the most precious asset of all,
has been eroded. [para. 5]

Confidence about the future is vital to building confidence for
today. [para. 7]

To dothis, we need cross-border supervision of financial institutions.
[para. 8] (Washington Post, October 17, 2008)

We live in a world in which our economies are interconnected.
[para.4](...)

We must strengthen cooperation among the world's financial
authorities. [para. 21] (George Bush, November 13, 2008)

The authors of the excerpts above argue that the financial crisis is

solvable when world leaders have ‘confidence’, ‘trust’ and are willing

to ‘work together' and ‘strengthen cooperation’. The discourse from
other fields is incorporated into the global economic discourse. From a

political economy point of view, financial crisis is intrinsic in capitalism
itself; it is the means by which it renews itself (Harvey, 2010). But this
phenomenon is not articulated in the discourse of financial crisis. It can

be true that global capitalism has opportunities to renew itself through

productivity only if the goods and services the giants produce have a
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strong demand for high returns. Global cooperation is constituted by
networked (‘interconnected’) economic systems that facilitate exchanges
of information, goods, capital, and labor. The very structure of this
network is vulnerable to severe impacts resulting from socio-political
dynamics of the local systems. Malfunction in any point of this network
would easily spread, creating damage to the entire system (McDonald
& Robinson, 2010). Such risk can exist in the global financial system
constituted by a network of local independent financial institutions. If
one local institution experiences a breakdown, the whole network will
be exposed to fatal risk; therefore, there is a need for a ‘cross-border
supervision' (13). George Bush argues that ‘We live in a world in which
our economies are interconnected’, but the interconnected economies
are the most vulnerable to a crisis (Harvey, 2010). This is a risk of
globalization. The risk of the so-called hyper-globalization is even worse
when there is no circulation of ‘trust’ among the actors to whom the
system is bestowed. Hyperglobalist frequently pass this phenomenon
unchecked. If the circulation of trust grows thin, the whole financial
system will get into a recession and finally collapse (McDonald &
Robinson, 2010). For example, Iceland that is financially ‘interconnected’
collapsed in a matter of weeks. Furthermore, the impact of crisis affects
both local and global society, such as the collapse of the giant investment
bank Lehman Brothers, which has institutionally contributed to the
recession of American economy and finally the world economy.

Taken altogether, the context of the U.S. and China texts is concerned
with the economy in crisis. However, their contexts seem to be different
in the course of history. The USA has always been a liberal country
that is contingent on and allows for the free market impulse through
competition in a single marketplace. That said, for a long time, the USA
has been on the capitalist stance by liberalizing the system of trade and
market as revealed in the excerpts below:

(15) Free market capitalism is far more than economic theory. It is the
engine of social mobility—the highway to the American Dream. (. .
.). [para. 28]
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The record is unmistakable: If you seek economic growth, if you
seek opportunity, if you seek social justice and human dignity, the

free market system is the way to go. (Applause.) And it would be a

terrible mistake to allow a few months of crisis to undermine 60
years of success. [para. 31]

The world will see the resilience of America once again. We will
work with our partners to correct the problems in the global
financial system. We will rebuild our economic strength. And we
will continue to lead the world toward prosperity and peace. [para.
37] (George Bush, November 13, 2008)

Americanism and the hegemony exist in the excerpt above. The
nominal groups ‘the American Dream’ and ‘the resilience of America’
are two entities that can only refer to the USA. The author argues that
‘social mobility’, ‘social justice’ and 'human dignity’ is attained through
‘free market capitalism’. The clause ‘the world will . . ." and ‘we will lead
... represent the U.S. contested dominance of global economy. China,
on the other hand, is a former communist country that heavily relied
on an economic system characterized by the collective ownership of
property and by the organization of labor for the common advantage
of all members as well as a system of government in which the state
plans and controls the economy. A single, often authoritarian party
holds power, claiming to make progress toward a higher social order in
which all goods are equally shared by the people. Production facilities
are state-owned and production decisions are made by official policy
and not directed by market action.

Inthe presentsituation, however, even China seems to be dependent
on the global market and has to follow and abide by the system of
neoliberalism and global capitalism in struggle for dominance in the
global economy. This statement is supported by the discursive practice
in the strategic text:
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(16) | want to reaffirm here China's abiding commitment to peaceful,
open and cooperative development. China is ready to work with
other members of the international community to maintain

international financial stability, promote world economic growth,
tackle various global risks and challenges, and contribute its share

to world harmony and sustainable development. (Wen Jiabao,
January 28, 2009, para. 14)

The excerpt above indicates that China is now firmly in support of
the global system of economy even in the face of financial turmoil. The
verbal group ‘reaffirm’ presupposes that China has been consistent
in promoting ‘world economic growth'. China is therefore ready to
cooperate with other nations to ‘maintain international financial
stability’. Although not asserted, this political economic stance emerges
because China is a world major exporter and therefore its leaders are
willing to ‘tackle various global risks and challenges’ for ‘world harmony
and sustainable development'.

Wen Jiabao articulated this statement because he wanted to look
‘good’ to other leaders of state, chiefs of central banks, and foreign
policymakers. The prepositional phrase ‘with other members of the
internationalcommunity’and nominal groups‘cooperative development’,
‘world economic growth’ and ‘world harmony' illustrate Jiabao's political
economic stance in which China is a committed country in promoting
the well-being of the world society. This political economic position of
China is compatible with that of the USA in which Bush'’s statement (15)
sees ‘working with partners’ and ‘rebuilding our economic strength’ as
the required strategies for economic recovery.

Altogether the analysis of global economic discourse during the
global financial crisis provides us with an account that both the USA
and China are textualizing the discourse of global economy in a similar
socio-political context, namely, being engaged in promoting world
economic growth even though national interests are inevitable. We now

100 DISCOURSE and CRITICAL ISSUES



turn to the main standpoint and argumentation structures of the global
economic discourse during the financial crisis.

5.2 Structure of Arguments in Discourse of Global Economy

During the global financial crisis, state leaders, free-market
economists and even newspaper columnists take part in debating the
issue. The focal standpoint of their arguments internalizes a lasting
socio-economic belief. The global economy is argumentatively treated
in discourse as an inevitable economic logic that is not possible for
turning back. The best way to uncover the construction of this logic is
by dismantling the argumentation. The argumentation structure here is
analyzed according to the pragma-dialectical approach, which is based
on the principles of maximally argumentative analysis and maximally
argumentative interpretation (van Eemeren & Snoeck Henkemans,
2017). Numbers symbolize the arguments and sub-arguments of each
text. Since each text contains multiple arguments, the numbers appear
in sequence. The bracketed numbers with apostrophe indicate implied
arguments or implied sub-arguments. The structure of arguments is set
outin Table 3.1.

Table 3.1. The Arguments on global economy during the crisis

Title, source and .
Structure of argumentation

author

1 This is the first financial crisis of the new

global age.

2 The global financial crisis requires global
Out of the Ashes solutions.
Washington Post, 2.1 We have to rebuild the new international
Gordon Brown, financial institutions.
October 17, 2008

2.2 We need confidence to resolve the global

financial crisis.
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2.3

2.4

Financial Markets 1

and World
Economy

1.1

George Bush,
November 13, 2008
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1.2

2.1

2.2

2.3

2.4

(3.1

3.2
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We need the boldest global cooperation to
solve the crisis.

We have to recapitalize our banks across
many continents.

The financial crisis is a defining moment
and an opportunity to create new rules for
our global economy.

The financial crisis was unavoidable.

The massive inflow of foreign capital and
easy credits affected the housing market.

The financial crisis was ignited when
housing markets declined.

We need broader reforms to strengthen the
global economy.

Our nations must make our financial
markets more transparent.

We must ensure that markets, firms, and
financial products are properly regulated.

We must enhance the integrity of our
financial markets.

We must strengthen cooperation among
the world’s financial authorities.

Capitalism is the most efficient and just way
of structuring an economy.

(Free  market capitalism should be
implemented by all nations.)

Free market capitalism is the engine of
social mobility.



Strengthen
Confidence and
Work Together for
a New Round of
World Economic
Growth

Wen Jiabao, January
28,2009

3.3

(3.3.1)

2.1

2.2

2.3

2.4

The crisis was not a failure of the free
market system.

(Free-market capitalism should not be
blamed for the financial crisis.)

We face this financial crisis together and we
need to defend capitalism together.

This financial crisis is the most severe since
the Great Depression.

The global financial crisis is a challenge for
the whole world.

We must restore market confidence.

We need to deepen international economic
cooperation.

We should reform the international financial
system.

We should hold responsibilities and
obligations to minimize the damage caused
by the international financial crisis.

Confidence, cooperation and reform are
keys to tackling the crisis.
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Compromises 1 Global economy is on the verge of collapse.

Needed to Save
Global Economy 1.1 Protectionism has swept across the world in

the face of the crisis.

China Daily, Liu
Junhong, April 02, 1.2 European countries and the US hold

2009 different views towards policies on
international finance due to protection of
their interests.

2 The G20 summit should coordinate policies
and strategies among different powers to
save the world economy.

Compromises needed to save global
economy.

The overall construction of arguments on the global economy during
the financial crisis as presented in Table 3.1 is in the form of problem-
solution structure. The major standpoint of arguments as set out in
Table 1 can be amalgamated by means of a modus ponens analysis, that
is, an “if...then...” statement (van Eemeren & Snoeck Henkemans, 2017),
which can be illustrated as follows:

Premise 1:If global economy is faced with a financial crisis, then we
must find solutions to the crisis.

Premise 2: Global economy is faced with a financial crisis.
Conclusion: Therefore, we must find solutions to the crisis.

The conclusion of argumentation in the discourse is that global
economy must sustain even though it is faced with the financial crisis.
The standpoint is defended by multifaceted arguments as illustrated
in Table 3.1. The arguments encourage the restructuring of chaotic
global economy through opportunity, confidence, and challenge, which
is regarded as the driving forces for recovery. The major standpoint is
embedded in the discourse by a mixture of discursive processes from
political economy, monetary economics and sociology of capitalism as
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well. The discourses from these disciplines are articulated together in
the discourse of financial crisis. The global economic project is regarded
as an exorable economic logic that must be maintained all time.

The first-person plural ‘we’ of the arguments in Table 3.1 is the
exclusive-community ‘we’ that refers to leaders of state and monetary
policymakers. The arguments illustrate that the authors regard the
global financial crisis as a ‘defining moment for the world economy'.
They also see the crisis as an opportunity, i.e., ‘the opportunity to create
new rules’, presupposing that the global economy needs 'new rules’ and
‘compromises’, because the practices of existing global economy are
assumed to have fulfilled national interests, for instance, protectionism.
Altogether the arguments reveal that, although it may be at stake, the
global economic discourse and its real manifestation is worth fighting
for. The discursive struggle is not only in the form of economy, but also
in political and social aspects. The inquiry which follows will extend our
discussion about the major standpoint and argumentation structures to
include the rhetorical means of persuasion.

5.3 Strategic Maneuverings in Discourse of Global Economy
5.3.1 Topical Selection

The discourse of global economy is strategically maneuvered
through topical selection. The topic of the discourse during the global
financial crisis seems to suggest that the authors are defending the ideas
of capitalist globalization. Whether it is clearly stated in title of the press
like ‘Compromises needed to save global economy’ (China Daily, April
02, 2009) and in the headline ‘The financial crisis is also an opportunity
to create new rules for our global economy’ (Washington Post, October
17, 2008) or it can be derived from the overall propositional content
of text, the topic of discourse is all about the struggle in the current
global economy. Like any other social problem, the global financial crisis
can be a ‘defining moment’, ‘challenge’ or ‘opportunity’; hence an active
social process that is hard but needs to be tackled.
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The topic choices are made most relevant to the context of situation
(Chouliaraki & Fairclough, 1999) and the mental model (van Dijk, 2009)
as part of a bigger issue in the current process of the global economy.
Since the global economy affects everyone, its discourse topics
correspond to the field of social life, that is, the current global economic
growth in the chaotic situation. These topics are raised and their
arguments are put forward, because they are potential for measuring
the economic development of the world economy. The topical potential
suggests an economic transformation from the current situation to a
better condition, discursively through legitimization as in ‘Compromises
needed to save global economy’ and inexorable economic logic as in ‘We
live in a world in which our economies are interconnected.’

The texts are bound to the conundrum of global economy and its
survival in the age of globalization. For example, the Op-Ed article by
Gordon Brown ‘Out of the Ashes’ (Washington Post, October 17, 2008)
and his attention-getting sentence ‘This is a defining moment for the
world economy' is compatible with the topic of article. This chapter was
written in response to the reform of the international financial system
by the European Union and the USA. This Op-Ed article is persuasive.
From a transdisciplinary paradigm, what one can detect from the context
of its headline and the article as a whole is that recontextualization is
mobilized—a movement from the economy ‘is’ to the politic ‘ought’;
the economy is nationally sluggish. Therefore, it needs restructuring
between economy and politic and rescaling from the national, regional
to the global economy, from closed to open economies. In other
words, it is a system of neoliberal economy that operates here—the
economic structure that attempts to restrict the trade regulation of
the government by ‘new rules’, but allows it to be decided by the global
market. New rules can include tight supervision ‘To do this, we need
cross-border supervision of financial institutions’ (13). Some countries
have to supervise and regulate others in terms of financial matters.
The hidden agenda beyond the discourse of supervision within the
global economy is the legitimization of dominance and control of the
developed economies over the least developed ones. The dominance
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and control are usually exercised by manipulating the mind of the public
through discourse (van Dijk, 2009).

To accord with the audience demand, the discourse topic is selected
from a potential of issues. For example, the macro topic of George
Bush’s speech was about the summit's ways to tackling the financial
crisis entitled ‘Financial markets and world economy’:

(17) The leaders attending this weekend's meeting agree on a clear

purpose — to address the current crisis, and to lay the foundation
for reforms that will help prevent a similar crisis in the future. We

also agree that this undertaking is too large to be accomplished
in a single session. The issues are too complex, the problem is
too significant to try to solve, or to come up with reasonable
recommendations in just one meeting. So this summit will be the
first of a series of meetings. [para. 5]

It will focus on five key objectives: understanding the causes of
the global crisis, reviewing the effectiveness of our responses
thus far, developing principles for reforming our financial and
regulatory systems, launching a specific action plan to implement
those principles, and reaffirming our conviction that free market

principles offer the surest path to lasting prosperity (Applause.)
[para. 6]

Part of this excerpt indicates that George Bush speaks for the other
state leaders ‘The leaders attending this weekend's meeting agree
on a clear purpose ... and reaffirming our conviction that free market
principles offer the surest path to lasting prosperity’. At the beginning
of his speech, George Bush introduces the topic i.e. the global financial
crisis and offers suggestions of how governments in the world should
deal with it cooperatively, but later he links the financial crisis to the
resonance of free market capitalism:
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(18) Like any other system designed by man, capitalism is not perfect.
It can be subject to excesses and abuse. But it is by far the most

efficient and just way of structuring an economy. [para. 27]

Free market capitalism is far more than economic theory. It is the
engine of social mobility—the highway to the American Dream.
It's what makes it possible for a husband and wife to start their
own business, or a new immigrant to open a restaurant, or a single

mom to go back to college and to build a better career. It is what
allowed entrepreneurs in Silicon Valley to change the way the world
sells products and searches for information. It's what transformed

America from a rugged frontier to the greatest economic power
in history—a nation that gave the world the steamboat and the
airplane, the computer and the CAT scan, the Internet and the iPod.
[para. 28]

Ultimately, the best evidence for free market capitalism is its

performance compared to other economic systems. Free markets
allowed Japan, an island with few natural resources, to recover
from war and grow into the world's second-largest economy. Free
markets allowed South Korea to make itself into one of the most
technologically advanced societies in the world. Free markets
turned small areas like Singapore and Hong Kong and Taiwan into
global economic players. [para. 29]

Cuba, once known for its vast fields of cane, is now forced to ration

sugar. And while Iran sits atop giant oil reserves, its people cannot

put enough gasoline in its- in their cars. [para. 30] (George Bush,
November 13, 2008).

This topic shift occurs because George Bush is talking in front of
American audience, but for a global impact. He takes the opportunity
of economic crisis issue for granted and contextualizes it into preaching
the gospel of capitalism. This topic shift does ideological work; it
promotes capitalism. The ideology attaches to the vocabulary ‘free
market, ‘engine of social mobility’ and ‘other economic systems.’ The
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main topic of argumentative discourse is manifested in the title ‘Financial
Markets and the World Economy’, but later it derails to free markets and
capitalism. The purpose of speech was to outline the steps that America
and its partners are going to take to overcome this financial crisis. But
the argumentation shifts; it is rhetorically correct, but argumentatively
fallacious. In other words, the argument seems to be sound, but is not
so. This is because it violates the rule that the proponent must defend
the topic and observes the relevance rule (van Eemeren, 2018). It is thus
a good argument, but with a bad process. When the argument derails,
George Bush social identity also shifts from the president of the United
States to the mouthpiece of capitalism. Simply put, the speech is socially
and cognitively defending capitalism as it is clearly asserted in ‘Like
any other system designed by man, capitalism is not perfect. It can be
subject to excesses and abuse. But it is by far the most efficient and
just way of structuring an economy’ (18). The denial linker ‘but’ and the
superlative ‘most efficient’ presuppose as if other economic systems are
less efficient and not just.

In a different part of the speech, George Bush claims that the other
models of economy—Cuba’s communist and Iran’s Islamic socialist—
are detrimental and backward, as in ‘Cuba, once known for its vast
fields of cane, is now forced to ration sugar. And while Iran sits atop
giant oil reserves, its people cannot put enough gasoline in its- in their
cars’ (18). The author raises the topic that is easier to handle and most
agreeable to the audience. He picked up the less developed countries
and presented their weaknesses. He undermines the development of
these countries. He does not realize that the development of these
countries are not always attributed to the economic systems they hold,
but to the global discriminations in an opportunity due to the hegemonic
political economic policies such as embargos, blockades and limited
accesses to technological advances. There is also a polarization in the
excerpt. The USA is represented in a positive way while Cuba and Iran
are represented negatively.
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5.3.2 Adaptation to Audience Demand

Argumentative discourse does not always look neutral to all
audiences. The fact that George Bush chose the Federal Hall National
Memorial as the location for the speech delivery is political. The
speech is strategically maneuvered in order to show that Americans
are steadfast in holding their positions in coping with practices of the
global economy even during the financial crisis. After all, the speech was
delivered several days before the G20 talks about the global economic
crisis. George Bush put forward the argument that is not only easy to
handle and but also most agreeable to audience as in (18). In the case
of the context and discourse topic there is a dialectical relation between
the discourse of global economy and venue. George Bush could have
addressed his speech under the title ‘Financial Markets and World
Economy’ at the National Cathedral as he did when he responded in
the rival speech to the 9/11 attacks. But this speech is not about war
on terror. Consequently, the Federal Hall National Memorial is one of
the best places. What one can learn from the speech is the evidence
that discourse on a particular social problem has social relations with
other social entities (Fairclough, 2013). The embedded clause ‘what
makes it possible for a husband and wife . . " (18) presumes that other
economic systems cannot do better than ‘free market capitalism'.
Economic hardship of the “uncounted for” is marginalized. Therefore,
Bush's statement can be ideological. As covered by Al-Jazeera and RT
between August and November 2011, the statement is contradictory
to the fact; hundreds of Americans had to sleep on their pick-up
trucks on the street amid the seizure of their homes by the capitalist
investment banks. More American children are now dependent on their
food stamps. But George Bush is still eager to promote the idea that
capitalism ‘transforms’ America into a great economy, and ‘changes’
the way people buy and sell their products, without considering that
capitalism is beneficial to a few people but detrimental to the others. In
other parts of speech [para. 34], George Bush persuades the audience
to believe that the past failures of capitalism in 1929, 1940s and 1970s
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were restored by the free-market economy. The most apparent evidence
that adaptation to audience demand emerged in Bush’s speech is when
he links the speech to capitalism with the audience acceptance.

Discourse and social reality have a dialectical relationship. The
dialectical interdependence between discursive and non-discursive
aspects provides the authors with resources for saying things according
to communication setting. For example, Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao
delivered a speech at the opening ceremony of the World Economic
Forum (WEF) meeting in Davos on January 28, 2009. The speech was
attended by the WEF chairman Professor Schwab, members of the
forum, governors of central banks, corporate managers, market analysts
and the like. This all has its relevance to China’'s role in the global
economy and these people determine how the global economy propels.
The speech was delivered with contents that were in accordance with
audience demand. Premier Wen Jiabao bows to the free-marketideology
and agrees to the developed countries' proposal of finding solutions to
the global financial crisis. For such a maneuvering strategy, Wen Jiabao
makes persuasive statements in the 2009 WEF meeting that:

(19) As a big responsible country, China has acted in an active and

responsible way during this crisis. (Wen Jiabao, January 28, 2009,
para. 4)

The verb group ‘has acted’ and circumstance of manner ‘in an active
and responsible way' presupposes that people thought China did not
act in such a way. At the end of that speech Wen Jiabao convincingly
states:

(20) We are committed to reform, opening-up and win-win progress.
[para. 71¢(...)

The global financial crisis is_a challenge for the whole world.

Confidence, cooperation and responsibility are keys to overcoming

the crisis. Confidence is the source of strength. The power of
confidence is far greater than what can be imagined. [para. 8] (.. .)
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| want to reaffirm here China's abiding commitment to peaceful,
open and cooperative development. China is ready to work with
other members of the international community to maintain
international financial stability, promote world economic growth,
tackle various global risks and challenges, and contribute its share
to world harmony and sustainable development. [para. 14] (Wen
Jiabao, January 28, 2009).

This partly reused excerpt demonstrates that, although Wen Jiabao
does not use the ideological word ‘global’ for the context of economic
growth, he uses it for ‘risk’ and ‘challenges’. This is the political economic
strategy of China from the discursive perspective. The articulation of
‘the commitment’ agrees with audience demand. If the utterance had
been ‘I want to reaffirm here China's abiding commitment to free, global
economic market’, it would sound provocative. The WEF members
would think of emerging China as the economic rival of the dominant
USA. But given the fact that his authority as a leader from China is
concerned with capital (economic, social, cultural), even the socialist
Wen Jiabao is transforming China into the global capitalist economy.
This transformation is discursively manifested through the audience
demand in terms of conciliatory words ‘reform’ and ‘opening-up’ as in
‘We are committed to reform, opening-up and win-win progress.’

The discourse of ‘opening-up’ is enacted to be less provocative.
He uses it as an indicator of globalist style, denoting liberal economy.
But politically as an emerging economic country that wakes from its
communist orthodoxy, for China the discourse of ‘opening-up’is in some
way well-matched with the globalist audience’s expectation that China
has woken up from its communist slumber and embraced the free
market ideology. This does not deny that the contents of the speeches
are in general still tied with China’s national economic interests, where
banal nationalism is self-evident in that one’s nationality is inevitably
articulated in front of the general public. The discourse of ‘opening-up’
portrays China’s involvement in the world economic arena by rescaling
its national interests.
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The use of nominal groups ‘challenge’, ‘confidence’ and ‘cooperation’
in (20) is a discursively strategic bow to the audience demand of other
influential figures, the international political economists, and certainly
the WTO and the IMF. After all, Jiabao's counterparts, Gordon Brown and
George Bush, use the same lexical items to address the issue. The bow
is not physical but semiotic, repeating and borrowing what one has said
and agreed upon.

5.3.3 Presentational Choices

From a genre perspective, the strategic texts are all talking about the
same social problem, the same social reality, that is, the meltdown of
global economy vis-a-vis in the global financial crisis. The global economy
is generally argued as real—the concrete results have been achieved. But
sometimes it is imagined, which no more than the intellectual language
game. This imagination is presented through ‘conditional if discourse as
illustrated in the following excerpts:

(21) Inthe next few weeks, we need to show the same resolve and spirit

of cooperation to create the rules for our new global economy. If
we do this, 2008 will be remembered not just as a year of financial

crisis but as the year we started to build the world anew. (Washington
Post, October 17, 2008, para. 11)

(22) The record is unmistakable: If you seek economic growth, if you
seek opportunity, if you seek social justice and human dignity, the

free market system is the way to go. (George Bush, November 13,
2008, para. 31)

The conditional clausesin (21)and (22) are part of ‘irrealis’ statements
(Fairclough, 2003); they are assumptions and predictions. The enactment,
discursive formation of such an argumentation strategy as conditional
clauses is ideologically motivated. The use of the conditional “if” for the
discourse topic strategically shapes a populist discourse that free market
is an effective system to gain economic prosperity and that everybody
is responsible to contribute. That is, the discourse supports free trade
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of global capitalism and belittles its negative impacts on the small firms,
and the owners and their family. The ‘spirit of cooperation’ (21), the
‘free market’ (22) and its ‘60 years of success’ (15) are naturalized as the
indicators of economic globalization success. The 70 years of success of
the socialist system, as that of USSR, is not confessed but undermined
(18). The general technique of argumentation is thus substantially
manifested through the derailment of the arguments, that is, overall the
arguments are about tackling the global financial crisis but as the same
time promote capitalism.

In addition, references are often made to advances of technology
as in (18) and statistical figures (below) to indicate the success of
the rescaled economy. The assertion concerning statistical figures
strategically polishes the argumentation:

(23) The Chinese Government has rolled out a two-year program

involving a total investment of RMB 4 trillion, equivalent to 16% of
China's GDP in 2007. (...) This two-year stimulus program has gone

through scientific feasibility studies and is supported by a detailed
financial arrangement. RMB 1.18 trillion will come from central
government's budget, which is expected to generate funds from
local governments and other sources. [para. 4]

(24) China's economy is in good shape on the whole. We managed
to maintain steady and_relatively fast economic growth in 2008
despite two unexpected massive natural disasters. Our GDP grew
by 9%. CPI was basically stable. We had a good grain harvest for

the fifth consecutive year, with a total output of 528.5 million tons.
Eleven million and one hundred and thirty thousand new jobs were

created in cities and towns. [para. 6] (Wen Jiabao, January 28, 2009)

The rhetorical strategy of presentational choices by referring to
the statistical figures for generalization, as illustrated above, is to
convince the discourse participants. Such argumentative techniques of
presentational choices (van Eemeren; 2010) and the statistical method
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(Fairclough & Thomas, 2004) characterize the discourse of global
economy. The economic growth is argued to be a direct impact of free-
market economy, ‘reform’ and ‘opening up’ which then is translated into
the statistical figures.

The language of statistical methods is manifested by the nominal
groups ‘a total investment of RMB 4 trillion" and ‘9% growth of GDP".
No information is provided whether the growth is based on all layers
of society or on the wealth of a few elites and business tycoons. The
account of global economic issues through the presentational choices
such as ‘conditional if and the uses of statistical figures constitute part
of the discursive construction of the thriving global economy. But when
a reality check is conducted, the global economic growth is very much in
injustice, the widening gap between the rich and poor.

6. Summary

This chapter has examined the discursive construction of
globalization, especially the global economy as articulated in the strategic
texts from the CDA and argumentation perspectives. It can be concluded
from the discussion that the discourse of global economy during the
crisis is constructed through universalization and naturalization of its
past success. Global economy is seen as an inexorable economic logic
driven by such factors as free market, competition and opening-up.
The prevailing practices of this economic logic were mired by the 2008
financial crisis. The resonance of this economic system is thus selected
in the speeches of political elites and mass media coverage, so that
people have insights of the current progress of global economy.

The authors reconstruct and defend the discourse of global
economy in the period of financial crisis by persuasive argumentation.
The authors select the topics that are to handle and most agreeable
to the audience. The arguments contain a problem-solution structure.
The financial ruin is arguably treated as challenges and opportunities to
create new rules for the global economy. Practices of global economy
must be maintained even in the epoch of the financial crisis. The global
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leaders are encouraged to have confidence, restore global economic
cooperation and work together to tackle the crisis. The authors use
deontic modality (must, have to, should) plus verbs of material processes
(‘'enhance’, ‘strengthen’, ‘strike’, ‘expand’, ‘reform’) in presenting
solutions to the crisis. The topics of discussion about the financial crisis
are also used to promote the advantages of such issues as free-market
capitalism and economic reforms to create new economic strategies but
the same system. Irrealis statements and statistic figures can be enacted
to anticipate the success of global economy.

The global economy is presumed to be inevitable. The world civil
society therefore should adaptthe real programs, but needs to transform
and emancipate the ones that are not compatible with the discursive
practices of globalization agenda that preach to create the economic
well-being of people through equity of global transformation. For that
reason, there is a need of acquiring critical language awareness for the
world society on the importance of understanding both the discursive
processes and the material processes of globalization.

116 DISCOURSE and CRITICAL ISSUES



CHAPTERA4

Discourse of Global
Economic Strategies

n this chapter, the analysis focuses on the discourse of the global

economic strategies as they were construed by bank chiefs, state

leaders, and influential economists in the media, economic forums,
and state addresses during the 2008 global financial crisis. The chapter
will cover such critical issues as reforming the global economic system,
maintaining flows of capital and investment, and sustaining competition
in the global market. The approaches employed to deal with the topic
will be state theory, cultural political economy, and critical linguistics.

1. Introduction

Global economy can be embedded in discourse and is politically
determined. It is arguably an ideologically motivated economic practice
of globalization involving discourse which is produced and naturalized
by the proponent states, globalist individuals, governmental and non-
governmental agencies and organizations. Consequently, since the
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rise of globalization era in the second half of the twentieth century, the
relationship between language (discourse) as a form of social structure
and globalization as an economic phenomenon has been more salient
in the transformation, restructuring and re-scaling of global issues. For
example, during the 2008-2011 global economic crises, state leaders
advanced their own arguments to seek new ways to restructure the
global economy. This exemplifies my point that discourse plays a
significant role in representing particular social reality such as the global
economic policy. It also illustrates that discourse is politically and socially
constructed. For instance, a political speech as specific semiosis may
constructs a particular political economic perspective that ultimately
brings about social transformations in the contemporary global society.
The interrelationship between discourse as an element of the social
practices and the new global economic agenda in these turbulent
times thus becomes a scientific inquiry in language-based critical social
science.

The real-estate bubble of the 2000s, subprime mortgages, and
audacious financial engineering practices such as excessive lending
precipitated the 2008 global financial crisis that is difficult for recovery.
This economic turmoil gives rise to supposedly new economic strategies
such as the structural reform of financial institutions in both developed
and developing countries (Shiller, 2008; Crotty, 2009). The United States
as a developed country and China as an emerging economic country,
for instance, have probably set up essential strategies in coping with
the global economic processes in the turbulent times. Their state
leaders as politicians attempt to provide solutions to the economy in
the downturn through discourse. As a result, to cope with the recession,
language as a means of constituting socioeconomic practices is of
considerable importance in ensuring potential solutions to the global
financial problems and establishing new strategies of the global
economy. This is because economic strategies are always articulated in
and through discourse (Jessop, 2004; Fairclough, 2006). In other words,
global economy has discursive character and is politically constituted.
Therefore, when dealing with globalizing processes of economy, it
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is necessary to refer to language and political economy. The social
processes of economic form of globalization and political economy have
a dialectical relationship. By means of critical social inquiry, such as CDA,
this dialectical relationship provides us with strong understanding of
global economy as both textual and social material processes.

Recapping previous literature on discourse and the global economy
in turbulent times, | have identified some studies that focus on the
global financial crisis in the context of discourse analysis and interrelated
disciplines. For example, Fairclough & Fairclough (2011) investigated
the UK government's response to the economic crisis in the 2008 pre-
budget report. They were concerned with the quest of incorporating
argumentation theory into critical discourse analysis (CDA). The study
was specifically aimed at bringing practical reasoning to CDA so that the
discipline provides further contribution to the development of critical
social science. Their analysis of the corpus of the UK government’s
response to the economic crisis suggests that practical reasoning should
be incorporated into CDA to better understand the discursive processes
of a social problem. Meanwhile, Lischinsky (2011) used corpus linguistics
toinvestigate how economic actors construct the financial crisis in annual
reports from 75 large Swedish companies. He refers to 50 documents
released by the companies. The quantitative analysis shows that the
crisis is strongly associated with abstract, macroeconomic aggregates
and less with stakeholders. The qualitative analysis reveals that many
of the concordances are abstract nominalizations concealing the social
actors.

Recently few other scholars have also been interested in the
discourse of economic crisis (De Ville & Orbie, 2014; Kelsey et al.,
2016). De Ville & Orbie (2014) investigated the European Union (EU)'s
trade policy discourse between 2008-2012 financial-economic crises.
Their analysis shows that the EU’s trade discourse has been adapted
to the changing crisis environment. They identify four subtle changes
of the EU's trade policy discourse: defensive, offensive-desirable,
offensive-necessary and necessary-but-not-sufficient. They argue that
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the EU trade Commissioners' discourses between 2008 and 2012 have
continued to legitimize neoliberal trade through subtle re-articulations
of the relationship between free trade and the crisis. They assert that
theoretically the study contributes to CDA as well as the EU studies. In a
similar vein, Kelsey et al. (2016) examined the discourse of financial crisis
and austerity programs as the domain of an interdisciplinary scheme.
Their analysis is based on the frameworks of rhetoric, storytelling,
and political economy to explain the ideological dynamics of social
and financial discourse. The study reveals that the reforms of banking
sector and austerity programs are often represented through moral
mechanisms of storytelling and rhetoric. Politically, national austerity
programs are also contextualized with the global financial crisis.

This chapter is also concerned with the financial crisis from a CDA
perspective as an interdisciplinary approach to language-based social
inquiry. Nevertheless, it focuses on a different theme and larger scale,
that is, the discursive construction of global economic strategies during
the 2008-2011 global financial crises. It will concentrate on the economic
strategies of the United States and China as representations of the world
countries for the global economic studies during the crisis. In addition,
this chapter has a different set of objectives and resorts to political
economy, systemic functional linguistics, and state theory that commit
a dialogue within CDA as an interdisciplinary study in critical social
science. This chapter has three main purposes: it attempts to identify
the global economic strategies constructed discursively during the
financial crisis; it aims to describe how these global economic strategies
are constructed in discourse; and it also seek to explain the opaque
relationship between the discursive process and the global economic
strategies in turbulent times.

The agument of this chapter has a set of premises. First, discourse
on a particular topic within the global economic crisis is shaped
to construct new economic and political strategies. Second, these
strategies are raised from a stock of global economic issues. Third, the
text also discursively constructs the state economic policy. To explore
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these assumptions, we need to work on some specific enquiries and
provide coherent responses. The enquiries are specifically related to
the desirable global economic strategies in the turbulent times, the
representation of these strategies by state leaders in political economic
discourse.

2. The Global Economic Discourse

This chapter draws upon critical discourse analysis (CDA) as the
constructivist critical science for investigating the relationship between
discourse and global economic strategies in turbulent times. Social
constructivism is adhered to a stance that the world around us is
socially and textually constructed (Fairclough, 2013). The role of critical
science is to provide people with resources for saying and doing things.
As a political project, critical science is aimed at “altering inequitable
distributions of economic, cultural and political goods in contemporary
societies” (Kress, 1996, p. 15). Since a social transformation constitutes
the major goal of doing critical science, a most suitable conceptual
framework for this scientific inquiry is an explanatory critique (Bhaskar,
1986). The explanatory critique belongs to part of critical inquiry that
can be in the form of critical realism (Fairclough, 2006; Sayer, 2000).
The aim of explanatory critique is to reflect on the social problem at
issue and provide solutions for the society with the medium of language
(Chouliaraki & Fairclough, 1999).

The framework is drawn upon an amalgamation of various ideas
from Fairclough (2006); Jessop (2004); Yu (2015); Jessop (2008); Halliday
& Matthiessen (2014), which creates CDA as a transdisciplinary study.
Fairclough (2006) sees discourse as a moment of social practices,
articulated by social agents within human activities including economy
and politic. Discourse can contribute to constituting, transforming
imaginaries into realities or merely maintaining the status quo.
Theorizing state from philosophy of language perspective, Yu points
out that state is conceptualized through linguistic processes. Yu (2015)
argues that the use of language and the development of linguistic
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communication underlie the establishment of governments, states and
economic, political and social institutions.

The approach is slightly different from Fairclough (2006) and Jessop
(2004) in that as a critical discourse analyst | attempt to conceptualize
CDA as a discrete discipline supported by an amalgamation of social
semiotics (including SFL, argumentation), state theory, and cultural
political economy. In what follows, | shall first of all briefly set up the
theoretical orientation of state theory, cultural political economy and
then move to the issue of discourse and identity.

2.1 State Theory

This chapter resorts to state theory for part of the theoretical
framework to commit a dialogue. It is called the ‘theory of nation’,
because this term is rarely found in critical theory. The term state itself
is difficult to define, but for the fundamental cornerstone of theoretical
framework of this chapter, there is a need for the definition. A state is
often defined as a distinct set of political institutions. However, in the
contemporary theoretical framework, a state is conceived as a social
relation (Jessop, 2008). This relational viewpoint enables to see state in
terms of economic, political and cultural domains of the capitalist mode
of production and the division of society in a national state. Seeing state
from this perspective, the framework enables an analyst to look at state
in the form of structure that constitutes the selectivity of strategies and
actions.

State in its modern form is endowed with a multifaceted mechanism
including economy and politic. As the economic, political, and cultural
processes transform through space and time, the perception, position,
and constitution of the structure of state has been affected by the
entrenchment of contemporary globalization (Gidden, 2000). The role of
sate is salient in the constitution of economic and political strategies in
contemporary globalization. What is meant by strategies here includes
discursive formation (Foucault, 1979). Every social practice including
economy has a discursive moment. The state itself, whatis often narrowly
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called government in the U.S. political economy, emphasizes not on
territorial entity but on socio-spatial relations with differential strategic
effects including discourse (Fairclough, 2006). Semiosis seen from the
discursive perspective plays a crucial role in constructing, construing,
and enacting imaginaries of globalization which can be manifested in
reality. The presence of conflating structural and discursive concerns in
a more inclusive strategic-relational analysis helps develop a reflexive
analysis (Sum & Jessop, 2015), which oscillates between the analysis of
discursive moment and the extra-discursive structures.

2.2 Cultural Political Economy

The term political economy, according to the World Bank, is subject to
multiple understandings. Its origin can be traced in the work of French
Physiocrats, Adam Smith'’s The Wealth of Nations, David Ricardo’s Principles
of Political Economy and Taxation and Karl Marx’s Capital. In this body of
work, the term referred to the conditions of production, distribution, and
consumption or what today is understood as economics. In other words,
political economy is an interdisciplinary study drawing upon economics,
political science, sociology, among others, in explaining the crucial role
of political factors in determining economic outcomes. Meanwhile, the
term cultural political economy is quite new in academic literature. It is
regarded as a post-disciplinary approach to human inquiry of complex
social life in quest for the balance of social forces.

Cultural political economy (CPE) combines concepts and tools from
critical discourse analysis (CDA) and critical economic and political
inquiry to investigate the discursive and material processes of the
capitalist mode of production, what has lately been called “a law of
globalized value” (Amin, 2010, p. 12) that ultimately leads to the unequal
global development. According to Sum & Jessop (2015), cultural political
economy is still a burgeoning transdisciplinary approach to critical
realism, which is concerned with “the semiotic and structural aspects of
social life” (p.1). CPE deals with the intersubjective production of meaning
in which semiosis plays a crucial role. The framework of the inquiry is not
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to add culture to the economy, but to relate culture to social processes
of economic imaginaries that have possibilities to be manifested in
reality. The concern emanates from a viewpoint that our social life is so
complex that it needs semiotic mechanism to explain it without reducing
it to semiosis. CPE sees semiosis as the intersubjective production of
meaning (Jessop, 2004). It is a paradigm shift in institutional political
economy enlightened by the cultural turn and evolution in linguistics
that recognizes semiosis contribution to the economic transformation
and enactment of social relations. Epistemologically, CPE recognizes
“both the constitutive role of semiosis and the emergent extra-semiotic
features of social relation and their conjoint impact on capacities for
action and transformation (Jessop, 2004, p. 161).

2.3 Critical linguistics

Semiotic factors contribute to construal, construction, and
enactment of economic strategies, policies, and identities by selection
and resonance of particular discourses embedded in argumentation,
rhetoric, genre chains or even in linguistic trivialities such as personal
pronoun, modality and prepositional phrases.

The state theory supports the analytical framework in terms of
agency and space-time relation. A state especially nation-state is
inherently construal formation of moral values, economic strategies and
policy that are discursively constituted and politically predetermined.
Jessop (2002) argues that political economy plays a vital role in rescaling
the economy and spaces (national, regional, and global). Meanwhile,
Jessop (2004) and (Sum & Jessop, 2015) focus on the semiotic dimension
of political economy; they contend that the economy is culturally
and politically constructed. Nonetheless, their approach to semiotic
and cultural political economic analysis is somewhat in abstract. The
framework needs to be supported by language analysis involving
systemic linguistics and argumentation analysis. The diagram is
therefore stimulated by Hallidayan systemic functional linguistics (SFL)
which studies language according to three fundamental functions of
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language: ideational metafunction, interpersonal metafunction, and
textual metafunction (Halliday & Matthiessen, 2014). The ideational
metafunction is concerned with construing our experience of the world,
which can be manifested as knowledge or ideology. The interpersonal
metafunction is concerned with the enactment of identity (for instance,
national identity). The textual metafunction deals with the creation of
text, which as a whole constitutes genre, for example, a speech on the
global economy. SFL views language as a resource for making meaning
that resides in text.

As the conceptual framework is inspired by the transdisciplinary
approach to language and globalization in contemporary society, this
chapter refers to CDA which commits a dialogue between disciplines,
i.e., critical linguistics, political economy and state theory. The scheme
is centered by discourse as one moment of social material processes,
realized ontologically in the current study in the form of concrete text.
In other words, the scheme is centered by a social problem that has
a semiotic aspect—discourse of global economy in turbulent times.
The circles in the diagram represent disciplines and layers of analysis.
The segments symbolize “dialogicality” (Fairclough, 2003, p. 42) and the
dashed lines indicate that the analyst needs to cross the discipline by
which the explanatory critique enables to oscillate from one discipline
to another in analyzing texts on the global economy.

According to Fairclough (2003), to deal with the language-oriented
social problem, one needs to refer to genre which is a way of interaction,
such as political speech, Opinion-Editorial article, discourse which is a
particular way of representation, for example, new economic strategies,
and style which is a way of being, in our current case, the state. The
transdisciplinary approach is used to tackle the social order (social and
material processes of global economic strategies). The transdisciplinarity
is located in the oscillating process of analysis, between linguistics,
political economy and state theory. This chapter refers to CDA because
of the standpoint that global economic agenda is politically embedded
in discourse and that both political and economic objects are socially
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constructed in discourse (Fairclough, 2006). In other words, discourse is
constitutive and constituted. Consequently, the combination of critical
linguistics, political economy and state theory allows the analysis of
texts to be coherently integrated through a dialogue between theories
that later provide resources for actualization of economic and political
practices. The notion of transdisciplinary will be elaborated in the
analytical approach below.

The discursive representation of global economy is a complex social
phenomenon. It is viewed to be crucially determined in constituting and
internalizing the way we talk about the systems of government policy,
state politic, and development and the way we look at other social
realities. To theorize global economy as a facet of discourse, we draw
from a dialectical view that guides to the standpoint that discourse
and economic practices are internalized and internalize within other
moments or practices (Fairclough & Thomas, 2004). As a regulated
system of talking and doing things, the social practice as treated in
this chapter has various orientations—economic, political, and social—
discourse may be embodied in all of these without any of them being
reducible to discourse (Fairclough, 2003).

To reiterate the main points, language or semiosis in general is a
complex phenomenon. It is not an independent mechanism. Therefore,
its analysis needs to be incorporated with the analysis of other
phenomena (be they economic, political, cultural activities). Structural
relations emerge between these mechanisms.

3. Approach to Global Economic Discourse

The approach used to collect empirical materials and analyze the
texts in this chapter shares an important set of family resemblances
with critical linguistics and political economic forms of investigations.
The most suitable analytical framework as it has been described
above is therefore critical discourse analysis (CDA) that sees discourse
as a particular way of representation of the social world from a
transdisciplinary standpoint. CDA in this chapter is used as an inclusive
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term to mean a conceptual framework for doing discourse analysis
and analytical framework as well. This allows the analysis to oscillate
between the two main paradigms of explanatory critique, that is, critical
reading on “social structures” (Fairclough, 2003, pp. 16-17; Fairclough,
2013, p. 172) which is part of linguistics and critical social analysis on
“strategies of social agents” (Fairclough, 2003, pp. 22-23), which is part
of political economy. The analytical framework also seeks to include
state policy analysis, which is part of state theory. As set out above,
the system of analysis of discourse applied in this chapter, appositely,
is transdisciplinary. It involves linguistics (Fairclough, 2003), cultural
political economy (Jessop, 2004; Hahnel, 2015), and theory of state
(Jessop, 2008). Thus, we need a transdisciplinary analysis for examining
“the workings of language in new economy society” (Fairclough, 2010, p.
1, italic mine) as the focus of inquiry.

The analytical framework is based on CDA insights that treat
discourse as semiotic (language), the inter-subjectivity production of
meaning, as an irreducible element of all material social processes.
We can see social life as interconnected networks of social practices
of diverse sorts—economic, political, cultural etc. (Fairclough, 2003).
This chapter regards discourse of globalization as a practice within
social life consisting of three interrelated dimensions: genre (practice
of interaction), discourse (practice of representation) and style (practice
of constituting identity). This paradigm of exploration allows the analyst
to investigate the two types of genre both through textually oriented
analysis and through a social explanation. This is because CDA views
language as a form of social practice, which both constitutes the social
world and is constituted by other social practices. The analysis can
focus on (1) the linguistic aspects of the text (the concrete ontological
form); (2) processing relating to the circulation of text (intertextuality
and interdiscursivity); and (3) the wider social practice which the text
politically concerns and to which the communicative event belongs.
This chapter is based on the first and third dimensions. The analysis will
focus on the propositional content and linguistic features of texts which
include: evaluation in texts and value assumptions; argumentation,
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presupposition and implications; process types, representation of social
agents and their actions; vocabulary, choices of vocabulary, the meaning
of key words and patterns of collocation.

This chapter focuses on economic texts which are specifically
concerned with political economic issues, state policies and strategies
in the time of financial meltdown and the ways they are embedded in
such genres as political economic speeches. The texts come from the
United States as the world's first largest economy and China as the
second largest one. References will be made to a particular source of
text, that is, one Op-Ed article and four speeches that are related to
the global economy in turbulent times. These texts are produced by
influential figures—heads of state—and circulated by governmental
institutions and mass media. The texts deal with the state’s new
economic agendas and interests to cope with the meltdown. These texts
are strategic genre, not because they disseminate information to the
global society but because their contents are decisive in shaping the
government's economic policy/strategy and concerned with both the
inculcation of ideology and agendas of political economy (Fairclough,
2003). In other words, the texts constitute a means of communicative
action that attempts to influence and create mutual understanding
rather than merely disperse information. The consumers of these texts
are influential figures too, including leaders of state, members of the
parliament and central bank governors who are certainly concerned
with the global economic crisis.

For the China context, the texts were originally in Chinese.
This chapter nevertheless uses the English versions. As they were
authoritatively prepared by the government of China, the texts still
belong to the discourse of China's economy. The texts for the texts for
analysis are set out in the table below.
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Table 4.1. Texts for analysis on global economic strategies in turbulent
times

Date Author Title Word count

Gordon Brown,  Out of the Ashes

Oct 17, 2008 ) 705
¢ Washington Post

Fi ial Mark
Nov 13, 2008 George Bush Inancial Markets and 2,955
World Economy

Consolidate the
Upward Momentum

Sept 13, 2010 W iab 3,246
eptis, en Jiabao and Promote Sustained '
Growth
C ting in the Global
Jan 21, 2011 Barrack Obama ompeting in the &loba 2,325

Economy

Promote Sound,
Sept 14, 2011 Wen Jiabao Sustainable and Quality 2,821
Development

Total word count 12,052

The analysis in this chapter is labor-intensive and very much
qualitative work. Consequently, | will be able to analyze only a
limited number of excerpts. The analysis of the fragments purposely
represents a 12,052 word-corpus, which knowingly leads to a topic-
based exploration. As a common analytical convention, paragraphs are
marked by (para. 0). Omissions are marked by dotted line (.. .).

4. Global Economic Strategies in Discourse

In what follows, | shall present the evidence in the form of excerpts
and provide an analysis for them. As a common practice in CDA, the
analysis is always interspersed with text excerpts. The exploration of
global economic issues in this chapter relies on a topic-based analysis.
As has been described in the Introduction, it is assumed that there are
strategies in the form of precepts that the state leaders consider highly
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desirable during the global economic recession. Among the important
strategies are: reform the global economic system, maintain flows of
capital and investment, and sustain competition in the global market.
| shall discuss each of these major characteristics of the current global
economy in turn.

4.1 Reform the Global Economic System

Reform is one of the essential strategies in the practices of global
economy in turbulent times. The discursive practice of the current
economy focuses on rescaling from local, national to global and
restructuring the economy and politic. The notion of flexibility in
defining space and time is conceived as a crucial feature in the economic
downturn. The excerpts below provide illustrations:

[1] The old postwar international financial institutions are out of date.
They have to be rebuilt for a wholly new era in which there is global,
not national, competition and open, not closed, economies (para.
5).(..)

We have to tackle the root causes. So the next stage is to rebuild
our fractured international financial system (para. 7). (.. .)

To do this, we need cross-border supervision of financial institutions
(para. 8).(...)

Tomorrow, French President Nicolas Sarkozy and European
Commission President José Manuel Barroso will meet with
President Bush to discuss the urgent reforms of the international
financial system (. . .). The reforms | have outlined are vital to
ensuring that globalization works not just for some but for all hard-
pressed families and businesses in all our communities (para. 9).

Over the past week, we have shown that with political will it
is possible to agree on a global multibillion-dollar package to
recapitalize our banks across many continents. In the next few
weeks, we need to show the same resolve and spirit of cooperation
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(2]

(3]

to create the rules for our new global economy (para. 11). (Gordon
Brown, Washington Post, October 17, 2008)

The leaders attending this weekend's meeting agree on a clear
purpose — to address the current crisis, and to lay the foundation
for reforms that will help prevent a similar crisis in the future (para.
5).(..)

In addition to addressing the current crisis, we will also need to
make broader reforms to strengthen the global economy over
the long term. This weekend, leaders will establish principles for
adapting our financial systems to the realities of the 21st century
marketplace (para. 17). (.. .)

One vital principle of reform is that our nations must make our
financial markets more transparent. For example, we should
consider improving accounting rules for securities, so that investors
around the world can understand the true value of the assets they
purchase (para. 18).

Fourth, we must strengthen cooperation among the world's
financial authorities. For example, leading nations should better
coordinate national laws and regulations. We should also reform
international financial institutions such as the IMF and the World
Bank, which are based largely on the economic order of 1944. To
better reflect the realities of today's global economy, both the IMF
and World Bank should modernize their governance structures
(para. 21). (George Bush, November 13, 2008)

We will deepen reform and increase the dynamism and vitality
for sustainable development. China's development and progress
would not have been possible without reform and opening-up.
And to achieve the modernization goal of building a prosperous,
democratic, culturally-advanced and harmonious country, we still
need to rely on reform and opening-up. (. . .) We must deepen
comprehensive reforms in the economic, political and other fields
to enable the entire system to better meet the needs of developing
a modern economy and building socialist democracy, push forward
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social equity and justice and facilitate the free and all-round
development of the people (para. 12). (Wen Jiabao, September 13,
2010)

[4] We have taken an active part in the reform of the global economic
governance structure and the building of regional cooperation
mechanisms, and worked to deepen bilateral and multilateral
economic and trade relations. China today is a fully open market
economy. The opening-up policy has both benefited China's
development and the well-being of its people and contributed to
regional and global economic growth (para. 6). (.. .)

We will continue to advance both economic and political structural
reform to create strong impetus for economic and social
development (para. 14). (Wen Jiabao, September 14, 2011)

The excerpts indicate that reform is conceived as the crucial strategy
in tackling the global economy in turbulent times. Being able to define
critically and implement the concept of time and space: past vs. today,
national vs. global, closed vs. openis absolutely necessary. The processes
of rebuilding, rescaling, and reforming are not predetermined, not
naturally given, but socially constructed (Fairclough, 2006). For example,
the discourse of national economy is rescaled from China to global.
Thus, there is now a need for reform of ‘the global economic governance
structure’ [4].

Time and space are emphasized as in a ‘wholly new era’ the
economy is not ‘national’ but ‘global’; hence the global economy is
articulated to include worldwide, ‘China’s development . . . regional and
global economic growth’ or being rescaled ‘across many continents’ [1],
by deepening ‘bilateral and multilateral economic and trade relations'
[4]. Modifying adjective ‘global, not national’ [1] entails that the global
economy is in crisis and thus it needs to be ‘rebuilt’ and rescaled. Since
rescaling economies is a political exercise, the process involves human
agents ‘we’ as in ‘we need cross-border supervision’ [1], ‘we have shown

..., 'we will also need to make broader reforms to strengthen the global
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economy over the long term’ and ‘We should also reform international
financial institutions . . . ' [2] and ‘we must deepen comprehensive
reforms ...’ [4]. The unsaid here is that despite rescaling, there exists
dominance even during the financial turmoil. The control is in the form
of trade liberalization in which now the United States, Western Europe,
Japan and China lead the global economy. The control is also in the
form of new ‘rules for our new global economy’ such as international
financial supervision. But these rules are mainly supervised by ‘leading
nations’, notably the United States and UK through the Bretton Woods
institutions—the IMF, the World Bank and the WTO.

As a smart emerging-economy country, China represented by its
leaders strat