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ABSTRACT 

 

 

Question has big role in teaching-learning activity and can be used to develop 

concept, build background, clarify reasoning processes, and lead students to think 

in higher level. Error may occur in the use of English by both native and non-native 

speaker specifically in constructing WH-question. Therefore, the aims of this study 

are to identify the most common errors and to find out the sources of errors in the 

form of WH-question made by the second semester of English department students 

of UIN Ar-Raniry. The subject of study was students’ assigment sheets which are 

analyzed by referring to Betty S. Azar classification and Richard theory on sources 

of errors. The findings showed that the total number of errors is 172 errors where 

66 errors of Auxilaries was found as the most common errors. Regarding the 

sources of errors, Richard suggests three sources of errors in students’ WH-

question. The major source of error was Intralingual Error in which its number 127 

errors. Developmental Error and Interference Error emerged in 43  and 2 errors. 

Furthermore, the findings suggested that the lecturers apply appropriate techniques 

and strategies in teaching grammar especially WH-question in order to reduce the 

possible errors. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Background of Study 

Learning English is a necessity for some people, it cannot be 

separated from learning grammar. Grammar is a part of language elements 

that should be learned by the learners, they have to produce a sentence 

grammatically so that it can be delivered well. According to Greenbaum 

and Nelson (2002), grammar is a set of rules that allows us to combine 

words to our language. Learners have to apply the rules of grammar while 

producing a sentence.  

Grammar also has to be considered while making a question in 

order for the learners to be able to make a question correctly. Implicitly, 

learners who are good in grammar could produce a good question and as 

the result it is easy to understand. Therefore, grammar is a crucial thing 

which is learned especially to produce a good question. 

Question has a big role in teaching-learning activity and can be 

used to develop concept, build background, clarify reasoning processes, 

and even lead learners to think in higher level. Questions have some 

functions, it can be functioned to ask students’ response about something 

that they have learned in previous learning, to remember factual 

information, to test students’ memory and knowledge, and to dig 
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information deeply to teacher by the students. Therefore, by questioning, 

students can get information that they need from their teacher. 

What has been talked above is the importance of question 

generally. Questions have different types of form, According to Day & 

Park (2005), there are five forms that comprehension questions may take 

to goad the students’ understanding of text or test. One of the five forms 

question is WH-question. WH-question is also known in Bahasa 

Indonesia. There are some distinctions between the structure of W-H 

question in Bahasa and English language. There are the structures in both 

languages: 

1. The structure of WH-question in English language: 

Question words (why, where, what, why, when, who, and how) 

+ helping verb (auxiliary) + subject + main verb + the rest of 

sentence (Azar, 2003). 

2. The structure of WH-question in Bahasa: 

Question words (apa, dimana, siapa, kapan, mengapa, dan 

bagaimana) + subject + the rest of the sentence. 

Every question has a level of comprehension, especially WH-

question.  According to Day & Park (2005), there are six types of 

comprehension in the questions that can be used to help students become 

interactive learners. Literal comprehension is one of the six types of 

comprehension that could help student to understand the general 

information that has been mentioned. Literal comprehension refers to an 
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understanding of the straightforward meaning of the text, such as facts, 

vocabularies, dates, times, and location. In conclusion, the literal 

comprehension could be related to the WH-questions.  

Based on the general background of this study above, there are 

some problems found in this study. The structures of English sentence are 

related to the tenses and the tenses also have relationship with the time. 

The application of the structure is based on the time that is described in the 

sentence. In fact, the structure of Bahasa Indonesia is exactly contrast to 

English’s structure which means that it does not depend on specific time 

that is described in the sentence. Therefore, the learners find the structure 

of English more complicated than Bahasa. Furthermore, English sentence 

has some distinctions from Bahasa, for example, it has some elements such 

as auxiliary, article, and different forms of verb. While in Bahasa, there are 

no such structures and its verb is only one form. Both English and Bahasa 

have many question words. In English, one question word can be used to 

ask different purposes, while in Bahasa one question one has one function. 

Because of the differences of both languages, English students of 

UIN Ar-Raniry find difficulty to form WH-questions. The students 

experience some difficulties such as missing auxiliary or incorrectly 

putting the verb in question sentence. The writer found the phenomena 

above when observing several friends during grammar class. Furthermore, 

some teachers also explained that their students constructed English WH-

question as the same as Bahasa Indonesia formation, it is surely different. 
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Whereas, WH-question is a question form that can produce a literal 

comprehension that student will be able to identify the main information 

of the text. 

A number of studies have been conducted to analyze students’ errors  

in constructing WH-questions. First, a study entitled “Explaining errors in 

Children’s questions” was conducted by Caroline F. Rowland in School of 

Psychology Liverpool University . In his study the writer found that the 

most errors in children’s questions are errors of auxilary ommision 

(Rowland, 2006). Another previous study was conducted in Islamic 

University of Syarif Hidayatullah, Jakarta by the title of“An Error Analysis 

of Making WH-Question”. This previous study found that the most error 

that the students made in WH-questions is WH-question in simple past 

tense, and the causes of error that has been identified by the error of 

Interlingua and intralingua transfer. 

The similarities of this study and previous studies are concerned in 

the same topic and problem. This study is almost similar with the previous 

study but somethings that make it distinguish from the other are the writer 

focuses on the literal comprehension while in the previous study, they did 

not specialize to the specific comprehension. Also the present study uses 

Betty S. Azar’s classification to classify errors in students’ questions and 

Richard’s theory to identify sources of errors. 
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 Therefore, based on the explanation and previous studies, the 

writer would like to conduct a research related to “An Error Analysis on 

WH-Question Formation Based on Literal Comprehension”. 

A. Research Questions 

The background of the study has explained about the general 

information about question and the problem in constructing the question. 

Therefore this section will specialize two things of the study. The research 

questions of this study are as follows: 

1. What is the most common error of WH-question formation 

made by students? 

2. What are the sources of errors of WH-question formation made 

by students? 

B. Aims of Study 

Based on research questions above, the aims of this study can be 

stated as follow: 

1.  To identify the most common errors made by students in 

making WH-question. 

2.  To find out the sources of errors in the form of WH-question 

made by students. 

C. Significance of Study 

The result of this study is expected to give information to grammar 

lecturers of English department about learners’ ability in constructing the 

WH-question and this study is also expected to inform the sources of errors 
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of making WH-question to the students and the teacher so that they can 

learn  harder and they should not underestimate this kind of problem. 

In addition, the study does not only provide such practical 

advantage above, but also provide theoretical benefit. Such benefit is the 

use of this result for future related study. Researchers in the future who 

would like to study the same topic as this current research could use this 

study as the source for it. 

D. Scope of Study 

The scope of the study is the learners’ errors in WH-question. In 

order to make the study focus, there has limitation for the question words 

that is used in this study are: what (asking thing), where (asking place), 

when (asking time), why (asking reason), who (asking people as subject), 

whom (asking object) and how (asking condition of something). This study 

also focuses on the questions in the term of literal comprehension level so 

that students are guided to achieve the main idea of the text based on the 

question that they construct. 

E. Terminology  

a. Error Analysis 

An error analysis is the study of process of determining incident, 

nature, causes and consequences of language errors, particularly in 

learning second or foreign language (James, 1998). Error analysis study 

can analyze some points such as finding out how well someone knows the 
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target language, finding out how a person learns a target language and gets 

information about common difficulties in the target language learning. In 

addition, errors analysis study is also used to analyze errors and possible 

source of errors that students made in constructing a question particularly 

a WH-question. 

b. WH-Question  

 WH-question is question that begins with where, what, when, who, 

how, and why (Day & Park, 2005). The word ‘what’ is to ask for 

information about something, ‘when’ is to ask about the time when 

something happened or will happen, ‘where’ is to ask question about 

places or position, ‘who’ is to ask someone’s identity, ‘why’ is to ask the 

reason of something, ‘whom’ is to ask the object, and ‘how’ is to ask the 

way in which something is done. So that this kind of question is used to 

elicit particular kinds of information, it is also excellent in helping student 

to achieve their literal understanding of the text. 
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CHAPTER II 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

 

A. Definition of Error Analysis 

An error analysis is described on various explanation. James (1998) 

described an error analysis as the process of determining the incidence, 

nature, cause, and consequence on unsuccessful language. Additionally 

“error analysis consists of a set of procedures for identifying, describing, 

and explaining students’ errors” (Elly & Barkhuzein, 2005, p. 51). Brown 

(2007) states that the fact that learners do make errors, and these errors can 

be observed, analyzed, classified, to reveal something of the system 

operating within the learner, led to surge of study of learner’s errors, called 

as error analysis. Thus, an error analysis is a procedural method that can be 

applied in determining the deviation in language performance. 

Error analysis demonstrates that students’ errors were not simply 

because of students’ native language but also they reflected some universal 

learning strategies in learning the target language as mentioned by Erdogan 

(2005). Error analysis deals with students’ performance in the term of 

cognitive process, they make the use of recognizing and coding the input 

they receive from the target language. Consequently, the major focus of 

error analysis is on the substantiation that students’ errors provide with 

understanding of principal process of second language acquisition. 
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Error analysis enables teachers to find out the sources of errors and 

take pedagogical prevention towards them. Thus, the analysis of learner 

language has become an essential need to overcome some questions and 

propose solutions regarding different aspects. 

 

B. Common Errors 

English as second/foreign language students’ error are different 

from the errors produced by the native-English-speaking students. EFL/ESL 

students have patterns in making errors and the patterns occur commonly. 

These patterns differ from one students to another students depending on 

several factors such as first language, proficiency level, amount of time 

devoted to learn English, students’ motivation and students’ learning style 

(Ferris, 2002). There are several types of common errors in English 

language learning as mentioned by Linville (2004). 

1. Subject-Verb Agreement Error 

It occurs when the subject does not agree with the verb in person or 

number.  For example “She walk everyday”. It must be “She walks 

everyday”. 

2. Verb-Tense Error 

It is caused when an incorrect time marker is used. For the example 

“I was typing for my study since 6:00 am”, instead of “I have been typing 

for my study since 6:00 am”. 
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3. Verb Form Error 

Verb form error occurs when a verb is incorrectly formed. For the 

example “I will driven the car”. It must be “I will drive the car”. 

4. Singular/Plural Noun Ending Error 

It occurs when students are confused whether nouns are countable 

noun or uncountable noun. For example “She has a lot of homeworks” in 

place of “She has a lot of homework”.  

5. Sentence Structure Error 

      This type of errors occurs because of a variety of reason, such as a 

word is left out, an extra word is added, word order is incorrect. One of the 

example is “Her mother a teacher” instead of “Her mother is a teacher”. 

6. Word Form Error 

      It occurs when the wrong part of speech is chosen. For the example 

“There are some difference types or errors”, instead of “There are some 

different types of errors”. 

 

C. Distinction between Error and Mistake 

In the process of teaching and learning, it is very reasonable if 

students make mistakes and errors. It is cannot be separated of students in 

making mistakes and errors especially in learning target language. Students’ 

errors and mistakes are part of the learning process that must be addressed 

wisely. Error and mistake are two different terms. People often abuse the 

term of error and mistake in describing students’ performance in learning 
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target language, both in speaking and writing. Thus, it is important to 

distinguish between errors and mistakes to avoid the misunderstanding. 

Error is a systematic deviation from what one intends to do. James 

(1998) defines briefly about error as an unsuccessful bit of language. 

Additionally, Corder (1973) classifies errors into four categories: omission 

of some required element; addition of some unnecessary or incorrect 

element; selection of an incorrect element; and misordering of the elements. 

Errors cannot be self-corrected by students because they occur repeatedly. 

Errors occured because the students do not know what is correct until further 

relevant input has been provided. 

Mistake is an accidental deviation from what one intends to do 

(Letourneau, 2001). Students makes mistake because of lack attention, 

carelessness, fatigue, or some other aspects, thus it cannot be self-corrected 

(Richards, 1992). Mistake is inconsistent deviation; students sometimes get 

it right but sometime they get it wrong. 

There are two ways to distinguish between error and mistake, the 

first is to check the consistency of students’ performance, if sometime they 

use the correct form and sometime wrong, it could be a mistake. However, 

if they always use it incorrectly, it could be an error. The second way to 

identify whether it is an error or mistake is to ask the student to cross and 

check their own deviant task, if they curiously find the wrong it is called as 

a mistake. On the other hand, if they are unable to find it, the deviation is an 

error (Ellis, 1997).  
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From the definitions above, it can be concluded that error is a 

systematic deviation in language performance caused by the incompetency 

of learners to perform the language, and it cannot be self-corrected. While 

a mistake is a deviation that is made accidentally caused by some aspects of 

performance and it can be self-corrected. 

 

D. Types of Grammatical error 

Grammar is indeed a resource for good communication. 

Grammatical error is a term used to describe the instance of a fault such as 

a misplaced modifier or inappropriate verb tense. However, errors cannot 

be prevented in learning process, especially in second language class or 

foreign language class. Error has some several categories, James (1998) 

proposes two descriptive classification to analyze errors. They are as 

follows: 

1. Error in Linguistic Taxonomy 

Linguistic taxonomy classifies errors according to either or both the 

language components and the particular linguistic constituent the error 

affects. Language components include phonology (pronunciation), syntax 

and morphology (grammar), semantic and lexicon (meaning and 

vocabulary), and discourse (style). Constituent includes the elements that 

comprise each language component. For example, within syntax one may 

ask whether the error is in the main or subordinate clause, which constituent 
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is affected, e.g. the noun phrase, the auxiliary, the verb phrase, the 

preposition, the adverb, the adjective. 

2. Error in Surface Structure Taxonomy 

Error can occur because of change in surface structure in specific 

and systematic ways. This taxonomy proposes four categories to explain 

how sentence altered from the correct forms because the students change the 

surface structure.  According to Burt, Dulay & Krashen (2001), there are 

four types of error that are omission, addition, misformation and 

misordering. 

Omission is a type of errors that misses an item that must appear in 

well-structured in the sentence. For example “He is play football”, it must 

be “He is playing football”. Addition is characterized by the occurrence of 

an item that must not appear in a well structure sentence. There are three 

types of addition errors: double marking, regularization, and simple 

addition. Double marking is the presence of certain items which are not 

required in some linguistic construction, but are required in others, it can be 

exemplified by “I did not broke the glass”, it must be “I did not break the 

glass”. Regularization is the presence of marker that typically added to a 

linguistic items that do not take a marker, for example “put” becomes 

“putted”. Misformation is the use of incorrect form of morpheme or 

structure. For the example “Pevita lost his ring”, it should be “Pevita lost 

her ring”. Misordering is a morpheme or a group of morpheme which are 
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incorrectly placed in a sentence. It can be exemplified by “Who is your 

teacher English?” It should be “Who is your English teacher?” 

Despite the two classification of grammatical errors above, in this 

study the writer suggests another classification of grammatical errors based 

on Betty S. Azar. This classification is the one applied in this study. Azar 

(2007) classifies the type of grammatical errors into five categories in term 

of WH-questions; Question Words (Where does Ann live?), Helping Verb 

or Auxiliary (When will you graduate?), Subject (Where are you studying?) 

Main Verb (Who is Heidi?), Rest of Sentence (What happened yesterday?). 

 

E. Sources of Errors 

To know the sources of errors is quite important in order to identify 

the students’ problem in writing, particularly in making WH-question. 

James (1998) classifies the sources of errors as interlingual errors and 

intralingual errors. Interlingual errors are caused by the process of transfer 

and borrowing from the first language to the second language. While 

intralingual errors are attributed to the process of some factors; 

Overgeneralization covers instances where the learner creates deviant 

structure on the basis of his experience of other structures in the target 

language. Misanalysis is caused when the students assume the singular 

possessive pronoun “its” as plural because of –s. Incomplete rule 

application is caused when students fails to use indicative word order (I 

knew where was he). Exploiting redundancy is omitting grammatical 
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features that do not contribute to the meaning, such as omitting the third 

person –s (John play tennis). Overlooking co-occurrence restriction, 

generalize the use of word which has the same meaning e.g. “quick” and 

“fast” are synonymous, “quick food” instead of “fast food”. And last is 

system simplification, defined as substituting a single form where the target 

language uses more than two forms and reducing the burden of learning, 

like the use of “that” as a ubiquitous relative pronoun “that”. 

According to Brown (2007), the classification of source are 

classified into four categories; Interlingual transfer is defined whereas the 

students make errors as the result of transfer from the native language since 

they have not been familiar with language system. Intralingual transfer, this 

error is made by learners who begun to acquire parts of target language but 

still lack competency. Context of learning refers to the errors that made by 

students because of misleading explanation provided by teacher, faulty 

presentation in textbook. Students’ techniques in learning second language 

can become a source of errors which is known as Communication strategies. 

In the other words, Richards (1970) mentions the sources of errors 

into three categories. Interference Error points the outcome of using the first 

language (L1) element while speaking or writing the target language. For 

instance, students use the elements of first language while speaking or 

writing in English. Commonly, the interference errors occur because the 

first language and target language have different linguistic system, for an 
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example students say “My father now is going to Jakarta” instead of “My 

father is going to Jakarta”.   

Intralingual Error verifies the general characteristics of learning 

rules in the second language acquisition. Its origin is found within the 

structure of English itself and through reference to the strategy by which a 

second language is acquired and taught. Furthermore, Richard (1970) 

divides the intralingual errors into some subdivisions, they are as follows: 

overgeneralization error whereas students construct a deviant structure on 

the basis of other structures in the target language such as “She can cooks 

fried rice” where English allows “She can cook fried rice”.  Then, 

Ignorance of rule restrictions refer to students who employ rules to context 

where they are not useable, such as “She made me to go to the park" through 

extension of the pattern "She asked/wanted me to go to the park".  

Incomplete application of rules occurs when students flop to use a fully 

developed structure, such as "You like to drink milk?" in place of "Do you 

like to drink milk?”. 

Developmental Error which derives from faulty comprehension of 

distinction in the target language. Developmental error illustrates students 

try to build up hypotheses about the English language from their limited 

experience of it in the classroom or text-book. One another example comes 

up in the use of synonym words such as very and too. The students who 

have limited experience of English claim the same meaning of these two 

words. 
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After all, the writer uses Richard’s theory consisting of three sources 

of error classification to identify students’ errors in constructing WH-

question. 

 

F. Question 

Question is an interrogative expression to test knowledge, questions 

also can be delivered by someone to ask something. In English context, 

there are several types of questions. Each questions requires different 

response and different structure construction. As mentioned by Day & Park 

(2005), there are five types of questions that may stimulate students in 

gaining an understanding. The types are; Yes/no questions, Alternative 

questions, True or false questions, Multiple-choice questions, WH-

questions.  

 

1. Types of Questions 

a. Yes/No Questions 

Yes/no questions are the simplest types of questions in English that 

can be answered with either yes or no. For example, “Are you a student?” 

This is a common form of comprehension question, but it has the drawback 

of allowing the students a 50% chance of guessing the correct answer. 
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b. Alternative Questions 

Alternative questions are two or more yes/no questions connected 

with or: for example, “Does this article focus on the use of questions to 

teach reading comprehension or to test reading comprehension?” Similar 

to yes/no questions, alternative questions are subject to guessing. 

c. True or False Questions 

True or false questions are found frequently in commercially 

available materials, there is a potential danger in relying exclusively on 

them. As with yes/no questions, students have a 50% chance of guessing the 

correct answer. Teachers might simply accept a right answer, failing to ask 

why the answer is correct or the distracters (the wrong choices) are not 

correct. An example of a true or false question focusing on literal 

comprehension is: “Is this statement true or false? The authors believe that 

the use of well-designed comprehension questions will help students become 

better readers”.  

d. Multiple-Choice Questions 

Multiple-choice questions are questions that offer a choice of several 

options as an answer based on other types of questions. They can be, for 

example, a WH-question with a choice. 

e. WH-Questions 

 WH-questions are questions beginning with where, what, when, 

who, how, and why. They are excellent in helping students with a literal 

understanding of the text, with reorganizing information in the text, and 
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making evaluations, personal responses and predictions. They are also used 

as follow-ups to other questions forms, such as yes/no and alternative (Day 

& Park, 2005). Every WH-words has different purpose of asking and also 

fall under different part of speech which will affect the way they are used in 

sentences. They are the list of WH-words; who asks about a person, what 

asks about a thing and could be quality of something, where asks about a 

place, when asks about time, why asks about reason, whom asks about the 

object, how asks about method and quality.  

Azar (2007, p. 123) states “WH-questions are questions that asks for 

information by using a question word; where, when, why, what, who, how”. 

Azar (2007) points out the form to construct a well-structured WH-question 

in the way of putting the right position of each elements.  Basically, the 

formula of constructing WH-questions is as follows; 

Question Word + Helping Verb (Auxiliary) + Subject + Main Verb 

+ Rest of Sentence  

In Contrast, “when question word (e.g., who and what) is the subject 

of the question, usual question word order is not used, no form of do is used. 

It can be exemplified by who came to dinner? Or what happened 

yesterday?” (Azar, 2007, p. 123). Whereas the formula of this matter is as 

follows; 

Subject + Main Verb + Rest of Sentence 
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After the explanation about the questions, this study only focuses on 

the question in the form of WH-question in order to identify the errors of 

the questions made by the students. 

 

G. Purpose of Questions 

Questions are definitely powerful. The main purpose of questions is 

getting information, asking a question will receive an answer, this answer is 

part of information. Thus, trying to find the right questions to ask at the right 

time will give knowledge. Moreover, question has a big role in learning and 

teaching process. 

Morgan & Saxton (1991) denote that questions always involve in 

the learning and teaching process for several reasons; the act of asking 

questions helps teacher to keep students actively involved in the process of 

teaching and learning. While asking the questions, students have the 

opportunity to express their ideas and thoughts. Questioning students 

enables other students to hear different explanation of the material by their 

peers. Asking questions helps teachers to pace their lessons and moderate 

students’ behaviour. Questioning students also helps teachers to evaluate 

students learning and revise their lessons as necessary. 

In the classroom, teachers do not obtain new knowledge for 

themselves while asking the questions but to find out what the students 

already know. Other reasons for asking questions are stimulate recall, to 



21 
 

 
 

deepen understanding, to develop imagination, and to encourage problem-

solving.  

In the process learning and teaching, students may ask a lot of 

question. The questions asked by students to their teachers are often on 

procedural or social matters rather that to do with the subject content unless 

their teacher specifically encourage them to ask questions (Piaget & 

Inhelder, 1969). When students ask questions to their teacher, the other 

important reasons that should be considered is students’ attention, affection, 

and recognition of learning. 

Meanwhile, question is quite important process in achieving 

students understanding. It is the strongest tool at teachers ask questions as 

it teaches students how to think. Appropriate questions help teachers and 

students learn from one and another. 

 

H. Comprehension Level 

Comprehension is the understanding and interpretation of what is 

read. There are six types of comprehension designed to be used as a 

checklist for language teachers as well as materials developers. The types 

are as follows: 

Reorganization is based on a literal understanding of the text; 

students must use information from various parts of the text and combine 

them for additional understanding. For example, we might read at the 

beginning of a text that a woman named Maria Kim was born in 1945 and 
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then later at the end of the text that she died in 1990. In order to answer this 

question, “How old was Maria Kim when she died?” The student has to put 

together two pieces of information that are from different parts of the text. 

Inferences involves more than a literal understanding. Students may 

initially have a difficult time answering inference questions because the 

answers are based on material that is in the text but not explicitly stated. An 

inference involves students combining their literal understanding of the text 

with their own knowledge and intuitions.  

  Prediction involves students using both their understanding of the 

passage and their own knowledge of the topic and related matters in a 

systematic fashion to determine what might happen next or after a story 

ends.  

  Evaluation requires the learner to give a global or comprehensive 

judgment about some aspect of the text. For example, a comprehension 

question that requires the reader to give an evaluation of this article is: How 

will the information in this article be useful to you? In order to answer this 

type of question, students must use both a literal understanding of the text 

and their knowledge of the text's topic and related issues. Some students, 

because of cultural factors, may be reluctant to be critical or to disagree with 

the printed word. In such circumstances, the teacher might want to model 

possible answers to evaluation questions, making sure to include both 

positive and negative aspects.  
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Personal response takes readers to respond with their feelings for 

the text and the subject. The answers are not found in the text; they come 

strictly from the readers. While no personal responses are incorrect, they 

cannot be unfounded; they must relate to the content of the text and reflect 

a literal understanding of the material. An example of a comprehension 

question that requires a personal response is what do you like or dislike 

about this story? Like an evaluation question, students have to use both their 

literal understanding and their own knowledge to respond.  

Literal comprehension refers to an understanding of the 

straightforward meaning of the text, such as facts, vocabulary, dates, times, 

and locations. Questions of literal comprehension can be answered directly 

and explicitly from the text. Literal comprehension makes students 

understood the basic or surface meaning of the text. An example of a literal 

comprehension question is what is the main idea of the text? 

Based on the explanation, there are six types of comprehension that 

guided students to be interactive reader. One of the six types is literal 

comprehension which applied in this study as the scope and limitation, thus 

the questions that students construct is related to the literal comprehension.  
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CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY  

 

A. Research Design  

Research design refers to specific procedures implicated the process 

of research: data collection, data analysis, and report writing (Creswell, 

2012). The research design of this study is a qualitative methods and has 

descriptive analysis in describing the research findings. The writer believes 

that qualitative methods would provide the necessary data to gain the 

common errors and sources errors in WH-questions made by students 

Qualitative research is procedural resulting in descriptive data orally 

and textually from people and their observable behaviour, in addition, 

Mackey & Gass (2005) states “the term qualitative research can be taken to 

refer to research that is based on descriptive data that does not make up 

(regular) use of statistical procedures”. The writer applies descriptive 

analysis design in interpreting the findings of this study. Therefore, this 

study uses the qualitative research design. 

 

B. Sources of Data 

This study was conducted in UIN Ar-Raniry and the population of 

this study is the second semester of English Department student. Population 

is all instances of individual or situation that share certain characteristic 

(Mackey & Gass, 2005). Sample is a group of populations which selected 
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from the target population. The sample of study was one class or unit of 

Grammar II class of second semester of English Department students.  The 

selection of the sample based on purposive sampling which means the 

sample was selected based on characteristics of a population that the writer 

need for the research (Mackey & Gass, 2005). 

 

C. Research Subject 

The subject of this research is students’ assignment sheets 

recognized as document. Document consists of public and private 

document, including journals, letters, notes, personal writing, newspaper 

and others (Creswell, 2012). Students’ assignment sheets of WH-question 

construction can be categorized as personal or private document in which 

the writer can be use document analysis technique to gain the data. While 

document analysis is a form of qualitative research whereas documents are 

interpreted by the researchers to provide the voice and meaning of the topic 

(Bowen, 2009). 

 

D. Data Collecting Procedure 

According to Creswell (2012), there are five steps in process of 

collecting data using qualitative research design. The five steps of data 

collecting are as follows: 

1. The writer identified participants to be conducted and to 

participate in a sampling strategy. The participant that has been 
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determined as a subject is the second semester of English 

Department students of UIN Ar-Raniry because the subjects 

have the criteria that are predefined by the writer. 

2. Gaining access to the participant by obtaining permissions. The 

writer needed to ask permission to the lecturer of Intermedite 

Grammar Class to conduct the study in her class. 

3. The writer needed to consider the types of information that will 

give the best research question answer.   

4. Designing the instruments for collecting or recording the 

information. In this study, the writer will be given students’ 

midtest sheets of constructing WH-question by the lecturer. 

Then the sheets will be submitted as data document of the 

research. 

5. The writer needed to manage the data collection to arise the 

proper result. 

E. Data analysis  

The writer used qualitative research in this study which the method 

is conveyed in descriptive analysis way to describe and to interpret the 

result of qualitative data. In analyzing and interpreting qualitative data, 

those are the steps commonly used: collect data and prepare it for data 

analysis, then researcher reads through the data and codes the data for 

descriptions and theme to be used in the research report (Creswell, 2012). 
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Therefore, the technique of data analysis used in this study is 

descriptive analysis. The data was obtained from the test that would be 

given by the lecturer to the English Department student in one class of 

Intermedite Grammar of second semester then the data would be analyzed 

by reading it several time and the writer would classify particular parts of 

data by coding them. Coding in research methodology is a shot word or 

phrase describing the meaning of the whole sentence, phrase or paragraph, 

it makes the process of interpreting data easier. The writer interpreted the 

result descriptively. Before interpreting result, the writer would classify 

the students’ errors into five types as suggested by Betty S. Azar as follow: 

Table 3.1. Betty S. Azar’s classification of WH-question 

 

 

No Types of Errors Examples 

1 Question word What does Ann live in Montreal? 

Where does Ann live in Montreal? 

2 Helping verb When they see jack? 

When does the see jack? 

3 Subject Where are your studying? 

Where are you studying? 

4 Main verb Who did came yesterday? 

Who did come yesterday? 
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When question words (who and what) are the subject of the question, 

Betty S. Azar suggests the form as; 

Table 3.2. Betty S. Azar’s classification of WH-question 

No Types of Error Example 

1. Subject What came to here yesterday? 

Who came to here yesterday? 

2. Main verb Who did come to here yesterday? 

Who came to here yesterday? 

3.  Rest of sentence Who came to here today? 

Who came to here yesterday? 

 

To find out the sources of error, the writer will uses Richard’s theory 

as he classifies the sources of error into three categories as follow: 

          Table 3.3. Richard’s theory on sources of errors 

No  Sources of Errors    Examples 

1 Interference Error It occurs when learners use the linguistic 

system of bahasa while speaking or writing in 

5. Rest of sentence What time did you come tomorrow? 

What time did you come yesterday? 
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English such as my father now is going to 

Jakarta” instead of “my father is going to 

Jakarta”.   

 

2 Intralingual Errors 1. Learner create deviant structure on the basic 

of other structures in the target language 

such as “she can cooks rice?” where 

English allows “she can cook rice” 

2. Learners apply rules to context when they 

are not applicable such as “she made me to 

go the park” through extension of the 

pattern “he asked/wanted me to go to the 

park”. 

3. Learners fail to use a fully developed 

structure such as “you like to drink milk?” 

in place of “do you like to drink milk?” 

3 Developmental 

error 

It occurs when students attempt to build up 

hypotheses about English language from his 

limited experience or knowledge such as “one 

day it was happened” to indicated the past 

event and “he is speaks English” to indicate the 

present event  
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CHAPTER IV 

DATA ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION 

 

A. The Analysis of Errors of WH-Questions 

The first analysis of this study is types of students’ errors in 

constructing WH-questions. The classification of errors are based on Betty 

S. Azar then the errors were calculated. The table below describes the 

finding of the analysis of type’s errors in WH-questions. 

Table 4.1. Types of Students’ Errors in Constructing WH-Questions  
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1. KL 0 4 1 1 0 1 7 

2. CS 0 4 1 1 1 0 7 

3. EZ 1 3 1 4 0 0 9 

4. MM 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

5. JWN 0 1 1 0 0 0 2 

6. MY 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
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7. LM 1 5 3 5 1 1 16 

8. GTS 1 9 7 4 0 0 21 

9. GB 2 8 8 5 1 0 24 

10. IA 3 6 6 2 0 1 18 

11. MF 1 0 0 3 0 0 4 

12. TWT 1 8 5 6 1 1 22 

13. KA 0 6 4 0 0 1 11 

14 FT 0 2 1 0 0 0 3 

15. RNP 1 6 2 6 0 0 15 

16. RR 2 4 1 4 1 1 13 

 Total 13 66 41 41 5 6 172 

 

  The table above shows the distributions of types of errors in 

constructing WH-question. The total of errors that students made in 

constructing WH-questions is 172 errors. The further description of types 

of error which range from the lowest number of errors to the highest number 

are provided throughout this section.   

  Verb error in the case of question word is the subject of the question, 

it should be distinguished from the general form (Question word + helping 

verb (auxiliary) + subject + main verb + rest of sentence) because of 

different purpose. The example of this error is “Who was visiting the Parker 

family yesterday afternoon?” (See appendix table 4.18). The revision of the 
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sentence is “Who went to visit the Parker family yesterday afternoon?”. The 

students used the general form in constructing this kind of question. Instead 

they must to use the particular form (Subject + main Verb + rest of 

sentence). The other examples of this category of error is “Who did visit the 

Parker family yesterday afternoon?” (See appendix table 4.5). The number 

of this error is 6 of the total number. 

  The following type of error is Rest of sentence in the general 

category. The total number of this type is 5 errors out of 172 errors. The 

student often adds inappropriate word after the subject, it can be exemplified 

by “What time I got there around?” (See appendix table 4.7). While he was 

supposed to write “What time did you get there?”. Then “What she was 

planting do in the garden?” (See appendix table 4.3) is one of others 

example, the correct sentence is “What was she planting in the garden?”.  

  Furthermore, the students made 13 errors of the total number in 

Question word.  One of those errors comes because the student translated 

his questions from the first language to the target language. An example of 

this category of error is “To whom you went to visit yesterday afternoon?” 

(See appendix table 4.11). The correction of this sentence is “Whom did you 

go to visit yesterday afternoon?”. And the other reasons that students made 

error in this category is because they often use informal form in constructing 

the question, it can be exemplified by “Who is went to visit yesterday 

afternoon?” (See appendix table 4.3)  “Who” in this matter is used in 
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informal form because the question word is dedicated to ask the object of 

person, the question word should be “whom”. 

Moreover, another 41 errors were made by the students in the 

category of Main verb. The students made errors in this category of error 

such as “When did you got there” (See appendix table 4.17). This error is 

caused by students often over-generalized that the main verb should in past 

form to indicate the past tense question. While they were supposed to write 

“When did you get there” whereas “got” return to the basic verb “get”. The 

other examples of this kind of category is “When did you went to visit the 

Parker family?” (See appendix table 4.17)  The correction is “When did you 

go to visit the Parker family?”. Some students omitted the main verb in 

constructing WH-question which can be exemplified by “What I did ___ to 

the Parker family yesterday afternoon?” (See appendix table 4.7). While in 

English must be “What did you do to the Parker family yesterday 

afternoon?”. 

The next is the error that is called Subject. The number of subject 

error that is made by students is 41 errors out of 172 errors. Mostly, the 

students arranged inappropriate formation of the form. For the example is 

”What kind she was planting in her garden?” (See appendix table 4.12), the 

subject must come after the auxiliary element, so “she” would come after 

“was” whereas the correct sentence is “What was she planting in her 

garden?”. Another example of this type is “How many balls the children 

were playing in the yard?” (See appendix table 4.12). However the 
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correction for such the error is “How many balls were the children playing 

in the yard?”. They also made such an error “When did ___ was play?” (See 

appendix table 4.15). In this such of error, the students omitted the element 

of subject then added the auxiliary, it should be revised as “When do they 

play?”. 

The highest number of error is Auxiliary. The students are mostly 

wrong in adding some auxiliaries in constructing WH-question. The number 

of auxiliary error is 66 errors out of the total number. The students reduced 

an auxiliary in constructing WH-question, such as “When ___ I went to visit 

the Parker family?” (See appendix table 4.12). The correction of the 

sentence is by adding the auxiliary “When did you visit the Parker family?”.  

Some students are error in making the auxiliary to the inappropriate form, 

for the example they made present tense auxiliary instead of past tense. The 

example is “How is Mr Parker’s garden?” (See appendix table 4.18) while 

the correct one is “How was Mrs Parker’s garden?”.  

 

B. The Analysis of Sources of Errors 

The writer analyzed the sources of errors after analyzing the types 

of errors. The writer analyzed it based on the data, and used Richard’s theory 

to category the source of errors into three classifications, Interference Error, 

Intralingual Error and Developmental Error. The findings of the analysis are 

shown in the following table. 
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Table 4.2 Sources of Errors in Constructing WH-Questions 

No Students’ 

Names 

Interference 

Error 

Intralingual 

Error 

Developmental 

Error 

Total 

1. KL 1 5 1 7 

2. CS 0 6 1 7 

3. EZ 0 7 2 9 

4. MM 0 0 0 0 

5. JWN 0 2 0 2 

6. MY 0 0 0 0 

7. LM 0 12 4 16 

8. GTS 0 20 1 21 

9. GB 1 19 4 24 

10. IA 0 15 3 18 

11. MF 0 0 4 4 

12. TWT 0 17 5 22 

13. KA 0 10 1 11 

14. FT 0 3 0 3 

15. RNP 0 8 7 15 

16. RR 0 3 10 13 

 Total 2 127 43 172 
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Based on the findings of this study the writer found that interalingual 

error is the highest number of sources of errors that students made in 

constructing WH-question. The number of this error is 127 of the total. Most 

of intralingual errors are found in the auxiliary errors. This error refers to 

the general characteristic of learning rules in the second language 

acquisition. The examples of these errors are as follow: 

a. “When they play?” (See appendix table 4.5). The student 

omitted the word of “do” demonstrating as the auxiliary of the 

sentence. Whereas the general pattern of making WH-question 

is “Question Word + Auxiliary + Subject + Main Verb + Rest of 

Sentence”. The correction of this question is “When do they 

play?”.  

b. “What was she plant her garden?” (See appendix 4.11). The 

word of “plant” must to be “planting” indicating as the past 

continuous. The question is supposed to be revised like this 

“What was she planting in her garden?”.   

c. “Where is Mr Parker?” (See appendix table 4.12). The student 

used is which is not parallel to the past tense. It have to be revised 

as “Where was Mr Parker?”. 

The second source of error is Developmental Error. It denotes the 

students’ hypotheses about English language from their limited experience 

of the classroom or text-book. Based on the findings, the writer found that 
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are 43 errors of the 172 errors. Several examples of these errors are 

explained below. 

a.  “Who did visit the Parker Family yesterday afternoon?” (See 

appendix table 4.5). When the question word become a subject, 

the word of auxiliary of did is not used anymore. The correction 

of this question is “Who visited the Parker family yesterday 

afternoon?” or it also can be like this “Who went to visit the 

Parker family yesterday afternoon?. 

b. “Who is went to visit yesterday afternoon?” (See appendix table 

4.3). The student used the question word of who instead the 

question word of whom in order to indicate the object of 

question. However, the correct of question is supposed to be like 

this “Whom did you go to visit yesterday afternoon?”.  

c. “When did you got there?” (see appendix table 4.17). Did is 

indicating the past tense then the main verb of the question needs 

to return to the basic one as get. So the revision of the question 

is “When did you get there?” 

The lowest number of sources of errors in constructing WH-question 

made by the students’ is Interference Error. Based on the findings, it can be 

seen the number of errors is 2 out of the total errors. The Interference error 

refers to the result of using the elements of first language in speaking or 

writing second language, even making question. The two of errors are as 

follow: 
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a. “To whom did you went to visit yesterday afternoon?” (see 

appendix table 4.11)  The student used to to ask the object, 

actually the question word of whom is no need to collaborate 

with to. The correction of the question is “Whom did you go to 

visit yesterday?” 

b. “How did it look” (see appendix table 4.9), the student tried to 

translate kelihatannya by look, whereas it supposed to be 

corrected as “How was it?” 

C. Discussion  

After presenting the types of error and the sources of error in 

constructing WH-question made by students. The writer intends to discuss 

the finding of how those answer the research questions proposed in the first 

chapter. There are two research questions that are concerned with the 

common types of errors and the sources of errors that students made in 

constructing WH-questions. 

The first question is about the common types of errors that students 

made in constructing WH-questions. The findings of the analysis suggested 

that the classifications proposed by Betty S. Azar (2007) were found in 

students’ WH-questions. There are question word, helping verb or auxiliary, 

subject, main verb, and the rest of sentence. The most common type of errors 

out of those types in constructing WH-question made by the students is 

auxiliary error. It was found 66 times of the total error. The students mostly 

performed some added auxiliary in constructing WH-question, and they 
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omitted the auxiliary of the question even laid the inappropriate auxiliary to 

the question. 

The second research question is about the sources of errors that 

students made in constructing WH-questions. Based on the finding of the 

analysis, the three sources of errors that proposed by Richard (1970) were 

found in the students’ question especially WH-question; they are 

Intralingual Error, Interference Error and Developmental Error. Intralingual 

error is the majority of source of error in which student made 127 errors of 

the total number. Mostly, abuse of auxiliary of the questions is considered 

as the cause of Intralingual Error. 

The second source of error is Developmental Error. The number of 

error is 43 errors of the total errors. This source of error is caused by 

students’ hypotheses about the English language from their limited 

experience of it in the classroom or the text-book. Most of the errors are laid 

in the using of informal question word of the question. 

The last source of error is Interference Error. Its number is highly 

different from the other sources of error; it is only 2 errors of the total 

number. According to the finding, the students often translate their ideas 

from the first language into the second language.  

However, it can be concluded that the most common types of errors 

in students’ WH-questions is Auxiliary Errors. Concerning the sources of 

errors, the findings of analysis suggest that are three sources of errors made 
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by students in constructing WH-question specifically Intralingual Error, 

Developmental Error and Interference Error. 
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS 

 

A. Conclusions 

The research was conducted to identify the types of errors in 

constructing WH-question made by the students. The analysis was referred 

to Betty S. Azar in terms of the types of errors and Richard theory in terms 

of sources of errors. The findings show that the most common types of error 

in the students’ WH-question is Auxiliary. The number of Auxiliary error is 

66 out of 172 errors.  

Moreover, the findings of the analysis suggest that three sources of 

errors are found in constructing WH-question made by the students, they 

are Intralingual Error, Developmental Error and Interference Error. The 

highest number of source of errors is the Intralingual Error in which it found 

127 errors out of 172 errors. The following is Developmental Error with 43 

number of errors of the total. The lowest one is Interference Error where its 

number is only 2 errors of the total number. 

Summarily, the two research questions have been answered in this 

study. The findings show the most common type of errors that students 

made in constructing WH-question is Auxiliary. Meanwhile, the sources of 

errors are Intralingual Error, Developmental Error and Interference Error. 

 

 



42 
 

 
 

B. Suggestions 

Based on the findings and discussions of this study, the writer 

suggests some suggestions. Firstly, the writer suggests the lecturer to make 

sure that the students understand the form WH-question in each sentence 

that they have learned, and the lecturer should apply the proper techniques 

and strategies in teaching English specifically in teaching WH-question. 

Then, the students need to be aware of the errors in order to reduce the 

possible errors they make. Lastly, the writer suggests to the further 

researchers to conduct the other aspects since this study has many 

limitations.  
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Table 4.3. The Description of The Students’ Errors 

Student’s 

Questions 

Types of 

Grammatical 

Errors 

Sources of Errors Revision Version 

1.When (2) (3) 

went(4) to visit the 

parker family ? 

2.who went to visit 

the parker family 

yesterday 

afternoon ? 

3.what is(2) (3) 

went(4) do to the 

parker family 

yesterday 

afternoon? 

4.who(1) is(2) (3) 

went(4) to visit 

yesterday 

afternoon ? 

5. When (2) (3) 

around got(4) 

there? 

6.what she(2) was(3) 

planting do(5) in 

the garden? 

7.why(1) she(2) (3) 

planting flower in 

her garden ? 

8.where was 

mister parker ? 

9.how many balls 

children(2) were(3) 

2) Auxiliary 

3) Subject 

4) Verb 

2) Auxiliary 

3) Subject 

4) Verb 

1) Question Word 

2) Auxiliary 

3) Subject 

4) Verb 

2) Auxiliary 

3) Subject 

4) Verb 

2) Auxiliary 

3) Subject 

5) Rest of Sentence 

1) Question Word 

2) Auxiliary  

3) Subject 

2) Auxiliary 

3) Subject 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

3) Developmental 

Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

3) Developmental 

Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

3) Developmental 

Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

1) Inteference Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

1.when did you go 

to visit the parker 

family? 

2.who went to visit 

the parker family? 

3.what did you do 

yesterday 

afternoon to the 

parker family? 

4.whom did you go 

to visit yesterday 

afternoon? 

5.what time did 

you get there? 

6.what was she 

planting in her 

garden? 

7.how was it? 

8.where was 

Mr.Parker? 

9.how many balls 

were the children 

playing with in the 

yard? 

10.when do they 

play? 



 
 

 
 

playing in the yard 

? 

10.when they(2) 

do(3) to play(4) ? 

2) Auxiliary 

3) Subject 

4) Verb 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2)Intralingual Error 

3) Developmental 

Error 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

Table 4.4. The Description of The Students’ Errors 

Student’s 

Questions 

Types of 

Grammatical 

Errors 

Sources of Errors Revision Version 

1.  when (2) I(3) go 

to visit the parker 

family? 

2.  who did go(7) to 

visit the Parker 

family yesterday 

afternoon? 

3.  what (2) I(3) (4) in 

the Parker family 

yesterday 

afternoon? 

4.  where(1) (2) I(3) go 

to visit yesterday 

afternoon? 

5.  what time (2) I(3) 

got(4) there? 

6.  what was she 

planting in her 

garden? 

7.  how was it? 

8.  who(1) was (3) in 

the garage? 

9.  how many balls 

the children(2) 

were(3) playing in 

the yard? 

10.  how many 

day(1) (2) they play? 

2) Auxiliary 

3) Subject 

7) Verb 

2) Auxiliary 

3) Subject 

4) Verb 

1) Question Word 

2) Auxiliary 

3) Subject 

2) Auxiliary 

3) Subject 

4) Verb 

1) Question Word 

3) Subject 

2) Auxiliary 

3) Subject 

1) Question Word 

2) Auxiliary 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

3) Developmental 

Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

3) Developmental 

Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

3) Developmental 

Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

1.when did you go 

to visit the parker 

family? 

2.who went to visit 

the parker family? 

3.what did you do 

yesterday 

afternoon to the 

parker family? 

4.whom did you go 

to visit yesterday 

afternoon? 

5.what time did 

you get there? 

6.what was she 

planting in her 

garden? 

7.how was it? 

8.where was 

Mr.Parker? 

9.how many balls 

were the children 

playing with in the 

yard? 

10.when do they 

play? 

 



 
 

 
 

Table 4.5. The Description of The Students’ Errors 

Student’s 

Questions 

Types of 

Grammatical 

Errors 

Sources of Errors Revision Version 

1.  When (2) (3)  

went(4) to visit the 

parker family? 

2.  who did visit(7) 

the parker family 

yesterday 

afternoon? 

3.  what did I do 

yesterday 

afternoon? 

4.  who(1) did (3) 

went(4) to visit 

yesterday 

afternoon? 

5.  when I got 

there? 

6.  what 

Mrs.Parker(2) was(3) 

plant (5)? 

7.  how was look(4) 

mrs. Parker 

garden? 

8.  where was mrs 

parker after plan 

flower in the 

garden? 

9.  how many balls 
(2) the children 

playing? 

2) Auxiliary 

3) Subject 

4) Verb 

7) Verb 

1) Question Word 

3) Subject 

4) Verb 

2) Auxiliary 

3) Subject 

4) Verb 

2) Auxiliary 

4) Verb 

5) Rest of Sentence 

4) Verb 

2) Auxiliary 

2) Auxiliary 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

3) Development 

Error 

3) Development 

Error 

3) Development 

Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

3) Development 

Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

1.when did you go 

to visit the parker 

family? 

2.who went to visit 

the parker family? 

3.what did you do 

yesterday 

afternoon to the 

parker family? 

4.whom did you go 

to visit yesterday 

afternoon? 

5.what time did 

you get there? 

6.what was she 

planting in her 

garden? 

7.how was it? 

8.where was 

Mr.Parker? 

9.how many balls 

were the children 

playing with in the 

yard? 

10.when do they 

play? 



 
 

 
 

10.  when(2) they 

play? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

Table 4.6. The Description of The Students’ Errors 

Student’s 

Questions 

Types of 

Grammatical 

Errors 

Sources of Errors Revision Version 

1.  when did you go 

to visit the parker 

family ? 

2.  who went to 

visit the parker 

family yesterday 

afternoon ? 

3.  what did you do 

yesterday 

afternoon >? 

4.  whom did you 

go to visit 

yesterday 

afternoon ? 

5.  what time did 

he get there 

around ? 

6.  what was she 

planting in her 

garden ? 

7.  how was it ? 

8.  where was 

Mr.Parker? 

9.  how many balls 

the children(2) 

were(3) playing in 

the yard? 

10.  when do they 

play ? 

2) Auxiliary 

3) Subject 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

9.how many balls 

were the children 

playing with in the 

yard? 

 



 
 

 
 

Table 4.7. The Description of The Students’ Errors 

Student’s 

Questions 

Types of 

Grammatical 

Errors 

Sources of Errors Revision Version 

1. when (2) I(3) 

want(4) to visit the 

parker family? 

2. who want to 

visit(7) the parker 

family yesterday 

afternoon? 

3. what (2) I(3) did (4) 

to the parker 

family yesterday 

afternoon? 

4. who(1) want(2) I(3) 

visit(4) yesterday 

afternoon? 

5. what time (2) I(3) 

got(4) there 

around(5)? 

6. what does(2) she 

was(4) planting in 

her garden ? 

7. how (2) look(4) 

Mrs Parker flower 

in her garden? 

8. where was 

Mr.Parker? 

9. how many ball 

the children(2) 

were(3) playing in 

the yard? 

2) Auxiliary 

3) Subject 

4) Verb 

7) Verb 

2) Auxiliary 

3) Subject 

4) Verb 

1) Question Word 

2) Auxiliary 

3) Subject 

4) Verb 

2) Auxiliary 

3) Subject 

4) Verb 

5) Rest of Sentence 

2) Auxiliary 

4) Verb 

2) Auxiliary 

4) Verb 

2) Auxiliary 

3) Subject 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

3) Development 

Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

3) Development 

Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

3) Development 

Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

3) Development 

Error 

1.when did you go 

to visit the parker 

family? 

2.who went to visit 

the parker family? 

3.what did you do 

yesterday 

afternoon to the 

parker family? 

4.whom did you go 

to visit yesterday 

afternoon? 

5.what time did 

you get there? 

6.what was she 

planting in her 

garden? 

7.how was it? 

8.where was 

Mr.Parker? 

9.how many balls 

were the children 

playing with in the 

yard? 

10.when do they 

play? 



 
 

 
 

10 .when (2) the 

children play with 

nine balls in the 

yard? 

2) Auxiliary 3) Development 

Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

Table 4.8. The Description of The Students’ Errors 

Student’s 

Questions 

Types of 

Grammatical 

Errors 

Sources of Errors Revision Version 

1. When did you 

went(4) to visit the 

parker family? 

2.  Who yesterday 

afternoon went 

visit to the parker 

family? 

3. What did you (4) 

yesterday 

afternoon to the 

parker family? 

4. Where to 

yesterday 

afternoon you 

went to visit? 

5. What (2) time 

you got(4) there? 

6. What did(2) she 

was planting(4) in 

her garden? 

7. How did(2) it 

was(4)? (or how did 

flower that?) 

8. Where was 

Mr.Parker? 

9. How many balls 

the children(2) 

were(3) playing in 

the yard? 

4) Verb 

4) Verb 

1) Question Word 

2) Auxiliary 

3) Subject 

4) Verb 

2) Auxiliary 

4) Verb 

2) Auxiliary 

4) Verb 

2) Auxiliary 

4) Verb 

2) Auxiliary 

3) Subject 

2) Auxiliary 

3) Developmental 

Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

3) Developmental 

Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

3) Developmental 

Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

3) Developmental 

Error 

3) Developmental 

Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

3) Developmental 

Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

3) Developmental 

Error 

1.when did you go 

to visit the parker 

family? 

2.who went to visit 

the parker family? 

3.what did you do 

yesterday 

afternoon to the 

parker family? 

4.whom did you go 

to visit yesterday 

afternoon? 

5.what time did 

you get there? 

6.what was she 

planting in her 

garden? 

7.how was it? 

8.where was 

Mr.Parker? 

9.how many balls 

were the children 

playing with in the 

yard? 

10.when do they 

play? 



 
 

 
 

10 . When (2) they 

play? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

Table 4.9. The Description of The Students’ Errors 

Student’s 

Questions 

Types of 

Grammatical 

Errors 

Sources of Errors Revision Version 

1. When did you 

go to visit the 

parker family ? 

2. Who did go(7) to 

visit the parker 

family yesterday 

afternoon ? 

3. What did you 

do yesterday 

afternoon ? 

4. Whom did you 

go to visit 

yesterday 

afternoon ? 

5. What time did 

you go there? 

6. What did(2) she 

planting in her 

garden ? 

7. How did(2) it 

look(4) ? 

8. Where did(2) mr. 

parker? 

9. How many the 

children(2) did(3) 

playing ball in the 

yard? 

10. When do they 

play? 

7) Verb 

2) Auxiliary 

2) Auxiliary 

4) Verb 

2) Auxiliary 

2) Auxiliary 

3) Subject 

3) Developmental 

Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

1) Inteference Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

1.when did you go 

to visit the parker 

family? 

2.who went to visit 

the parker family? 

3.what did you do 

yesterday 

afternoon to the 

parker family? 

4.whom did you go 

to visit yesterday 

afternoon? 

5.what time did 

you get there? 

6.what was she 

planting in her 

garden? 

7.how was it? 

8.where was 

Mr.Parker? 

9.how many balls 

were the children 

playing with in the 

yard? 

10.when do they 

play? 



 
 

 
 

 

 

  



 
 

 
 

Table 4.10. The Description of The Students’ Errors 

Student’s 

Questions 

Types of 

Grammatical 

Errors 

Sources of Errors Revision Version 

1. when did you go 

to visit the parker 

family ? 

2. who (yesterday 

afternoon) went to 

visit the parker 

family ? 

3. what did you do 

to the parker 

family yesterday 

afternoon ? 

4. whom did you 

go to visit 

yesterday 

afternoon ? 

5. what time did 

you get there ? 

6. what did(2) she 

planting in her 

garden? 

7. how did(2) the 

flower was look(5)? 

8. where was 

Mr.Parker? 

9. how many balls 

the children(2) 

were(3) playing in 

the yard ? 

2) Auxiliary 

4) Verb 

2) Auxiliary 

5) Rest of Sentence 

2) Auxiliary 

3) Subject 

2) Auxiliary 

2) Intralingual Error 

3) Developmental 

Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

6.what was she 

planting in her 

garden? 

7.how was it? 

9.how many balls 

were the children 

playing with in the 

yard? 

10.when do they 

play? 



 
 

 
 

10 .when did(2) 

they play? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

Table 4.11. The Description of The Students’ Errors 

Student’s 

Questions 

Types of 

Grammatical 

Errors 

Sources of Errors Revision Version 

1. when did you 

went(4) to visit the 

parker family? 

2. who went to 

visit the parker 

family yesterday 

afternoon? 

3. what did you do 

yesterday 

afternoon? 

4. To whom (2) you 

went (4) to visit 

yesterday 

afternoon? 

5. What time (2) 

you got(4) there? 

6. What was she 

plant(4) in her 

garden? 

7. How was it? 

8. Where was 

Mr.Parker? 

9. How many balls 

did the children(2) 

were(3) playing in 

the yard? 

10 .When do they 

play? 

4) Verb 

1) Question Word 

2) Auxiliary 

4) Verb 

2) Auxliary 

4) Verb 

4) Verb 

2) Auxiliary 

3) Subject 

3) Developmental 

Error 

3) Developmental 

Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

1.when did you go 

to visit the parker 

family? 

2.who went to visit 

the parker family? 

3.what did you do 

yesterday 

afternoon to the 

parker family? 

4.whom did you go 

to visit yesterday 

afternoon? 

5.what time did 

you get there? 

6.what was she 

planting in her 

garden? 

7.how was it? 

8.where was 

Mr.Parker? 

9.how many balls 

were the children 

playing with in the 

yard? 

10.when do they 

play? 

 



 
 

 
 

Table 4.12. The Description of The Students’ Errors 

Student’s 

Questions 

Types of 

Grammatical 

Errors 

Sources of Errors Revision Version 

1 When (2) I(3) 

went(4) to visit 

parker family? 

2 Who went to 

visit the parker 

family yesterday 

afternoon? 

3. What (2) I(3) done 

at the parker 

family yesterday 

afternoon? 

4. Yesterday 

afternoon where(1) 

(2) I(3)  went(4) to 

visit? 

5. What time (2) I(3) 

got(4) there? 

6. What kind she(2) 

was(3) planting in 

her garden? 

7. How (2) it 

flower(3)? 

8. Where is(2) 

mr.parker? 

9. How many balls 

the children(2) 

were(3) playing in 

the yard while 

2) Auxiliary 

3) Subject 

4) Verb 

2) Auxiliary 

3) Subject 

4) Verb 

1) Question Word 

2) Auxiliary 

3) Subject 

4) Verb 

2) Auxiliary 

3) Subject 

4) Verb 

2) Auxiliary 

3) Subject 

2) Auxiliary 

3) Subject 

2) Auxiliary 

2) Auxiliary 

3) Subject 

2) Auxiliary 

 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

3) Developmental 

Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

1.when did you go 

to visit the parker 

family? 

2.who went to visit 

the parker family? 

3.what did you do 

yesterday 

afternoon to the 

parker family? 

4.whom did you go 

to visit yesterday 

afternoon? 

5.what time did 

you get there? 

6.what was she 

planting in her 

garden? 

7.how was it? 

8.where was 

Mr.Parker? 

9.how many balls 

were the children 

playing with in the 

yard? 

10.when do they 

play? 



 
 

 
 

Mr.Parker fixing 

the oil? 

10. When (2) they 

play it? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

Table 4.13. The Description of The Students’ Errors 

Student’s 

Questions 

Types of 

Grammatical 

Errors 

Sources of Errors Revision Version 

1.when did you go 

to visit the parker 

family? 

2.who went to visit 

the parker family 

yesterday 

afternoon? 

3.what did you do 

yesterday 

afternoon ? 

4.who did you go to 

visit yesterday 

afternoon? 

5.what time did you 

get there? 

6.what was she 

planting in her 

garden ? 

7.how was her 

garden ? / how was 

it ? 

8.where was 

mr.parker? 

9.how many balls 

were the children 

playing with in the 

yard? 

   



 
 

 
 

10.when do they 

play ? / when do 

the children play ? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

Table 4.14. The Description of The Students’ Errors 

Student’s 

Questions 

Types of 

Grammatical 

Errors 

Sources of Errors Revision Version 

1.when did you go 

to visit the parker 

family? 

2.who went to visit 

the parker family? 

3.what did you do 

yesterday 

afternoon to the 

parker family? 

4.whom did you go 

to visit yesterday 

afternoon? 

5.what time did you 

get there? 

6.what was she 

planting in her 

garden? 

7.how was it? 

8.where was 

Mr.Parker? 

9.how many balls 

were the children 

playing with in the 

yard? 

10.when do they 

play? 

   

 

 



 
 

 
 

Table 4.15. The Description of The Students’ Errors 

Student’s 

Questions 

Types of 

Grammatical 

Errors 

Sources of Errors Revision Version 

1. When did you 

gone(4) to visited 

the parker family ? 

2. Who to visited(7) 

parker family ? 

3. What did you 

gone tp visited 

yesterday 

afternoon ? 

4. Where(1) did you 

gone(4) to visited 

yesterday 

afternoon ? 

5. What(1) did time 

you got(4) there 

around(5) ? 

6. What did(2) she 

was(4) in the 

garden ? 

7. How did(2) was 

plant(4) flower ? 

8. Where did(2) 

was mister 

parker? 

9. How many balls 

is(2) was(2) (3) 

playing in the 

yard? 

4) Verb 

7) Verb 

1) Question Word 

4) Verb 

1) Question Word 

4) Verb 

5) Rest of Sentence 

2) Auxiliary 

4) Verb 

2) Auxiliary 

2) Auxiliary 

2) Auxiliary 

3) Subject 

2) Auxiliary 

3) Subject 

3) Developmental 

Error 

3) Developmental 

Error 

3) Developmental 

Error 

3) Developmental 

Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

3) Developmental 

Error 

2) Developmental 

Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

3) Developmental 

Error 

3) Developmental 

Error 

3) Developmental 

Error 

3) Developmental 

Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

3) Developmental 

Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

1.when did you go 

to visit the parker 

family? 

2.who went to visit 

the parker family? 

3.what did you do 

yesterday 

afternoon to the 

parker family? 

4.whom did you go 

to visit yesterday 

afternoon? 

5.what time did 

you get there? 

6.what was she 

planting in her 

garden? 

7.how was it? 

8.where was 

Mr.Parker? 

9.how many balls 

were the children 

playing with in the 

yard? 

10.when do they 

play? 



 
 

 
 

10. When did(2) 

was(3) play? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

Table 4.16. The Description of The Students’ Errors 

Student’s 

Questions 

Types of 

Grammatical 

Errors 

Sources of Errors Revision Version 

1. When did you go 

to visit the Parker 

family ? 

2. Who when to 

visit the Parker 

family yesterday 

afternoon? 

3. What did you do 

yesterday 

afternoon at the 

Parker family? 

4. Whom did you 

go to visit 

yesterday 

afternoon? 

5. What time did 

you go there? 

6. What was she 

planting in her 

garden? 

7. How was it? 

8. Where was 

Mr.Parker? 

9. How many balls 

the children(2) 

were(3) playing in 

the yard? 

10. How often 

does(2) they play? 

2) Auxiliary 

3) Subject 

2) Auxiliary 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

9.how many balls 

were the children 

playing with in the 

yard? 

10.when do they 

play? 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

Table 4.17. The Description of The Students’ Errors 

Student’s 

Questions 

Types of 

Grammatical 

Errors 

Sources of Errors Revision Version 

1. When did you 

went(4) to visit the 

Parker family? 

2. Who went to 

visit the Parker 

family yesterday 

afternoon? 

3. What did you do 

yesterday 

afternoon in the 

Parker family? 

4. Where(1) did you 

went(4) to visit 

yesterday 

afternoon? 

5. When did you 

got(4) there? 

6. What was she 

planting in her 

garden? 

7. How was it? 

8. Where was 

Mr.Parker? 

9. How many balls 

were the children 

playing in the 

yard? 

10. When do they 

play? 

4) Verb 

1) Question Word 

4) Verb 

4) Verb 

 

3) Developmental 

Error 

3) Developmental 

Error 

3) Developmental 

Error 

3) Developmental 

Error 

1.when did you go 

to visit the parker 

family? 

2.who went to visit 

the parker family? 

3.what did you do 

yesterday 

afternoon to the 

parker family? 

4.whom did you go 

to visit yesterday 

afternoon? 

5.what time did 

you get there? 

6.what was she 

planting in her 

garden? 

7.how was it? 

8.where was 

Mr.Parker? 

9.how many balls 

were the children 

playing with in the 

yard? 

10.when do they 

play? 



 
 

 
 

Table 4.18. The Description of The Students’ Errors 

Student’s 

Questions 

Types of 

Grammatical 

Errors 

Sources of Errors Revision Version 

1. When did I(3) 

visit the parker 

family ? 

2. Who was 

visiting(7) the 

parker family 

yesterday 

afternoon? 

3. What did I(3) do 

yesterday 

afternoon? 

4. Whom (2) I(3) 

visited(4) in 

yesterday 

afternoon? 

5. What time (2) I(3) 

arrive at the Parker 

family? 

6. What was mrs 

Parke planting in 

his yard when I 

come? 

7. How is(2) 

mrs.parker’s 

garden? 

8. Where is(2) mrs 

parker when the 

children in the 

front yard? 

3) Subject 

7) Verb 

3) Subject 

2) Auxiliary 

3) Subject 

2) Auxiliry 

3) Subject 

2) Auxiliary 

2) Auxiliary 

2) Auxiliary 

2) Auxiliary 

 

2) Intralingual Error 

3) Developmental 

Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

2) Intralingual Error 

1.when did you go 

to visit the parker 

family? 

2.who went to visit 

the parker family? 

3.what did you do 

yesterday 

afternoon to the 

parker family? 

4.whom did you 

go to visit 

yesterday 

afternoon? 

5.what time did 

you get there? 

6.what was she 

planting in her 

garden? 

7.how was it? 

8.where was 

Mr.Parker? 

9.how many balls 

were the children 

playing with in the 

yard? 

10.when do they 

play? 



 
 

 
 

9. How many ball 

which are(2) played 

by the children in 

the yard? 

10. When (2) the 

children play the 

ball? 
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