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v  ABSTRACT  Name  : Fitri Rahmawati Reg. No : 231324340 Faculty : Faculty of Education and Teacher Training Major  : Department of English Language Education Thesis Title : The Influence of Language Learning Strategies towards Students’ Achievement in Speaking Advisor I : Habiburrahim, M. Com., MS., Ph. D Advisor II : Khairil Razali, MA., MS Keywords : Influence, Language Learning Strategies, Achievement, Speaking   This thesis is entitled “The Influence of Language Learning Strategies towards 
Students’ Achievement in Speaking”. The aims of this study are to investigate whether the language learning strategies influences the students’ achievement in speaking. To obtain the data, the writer used in-depth interview. The population of this study was Department of English Language Education students of the academic year 2017/2018 of UIN Ar-Raniry.  Six students were purposively selected as the sample of this study. The findings elucidated that, students applied some strategies in improving speaking such as momorizing vocabulary, practicing pronunciation, and rehearsing fluency. Therefore, learning strategies influence their achievement in speaking, including they become responsive in conversation, build good communication, have a good self-confident, improved pronunciation, increased vocabulary, and more fluent in speaking. It means that learning strategies they use give them positive impact in their speaking achievement. 
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 1  CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION  

A. Background of Study  Speaking skills are one of the very essential skills in English learning. Using verbal language, someone can express his or her ideas or thoughts. In addition, it may help build a good communication. As a result, speaking is also considered as one of the indicators of language mastery (Fauzan, 2014). Speaking appears to be “instinctively the most critical: people who speak and understand a language are the ‘speakers’ of that language” (Ur, 1996, p. 120). Besides, Nunan (1999) also said that someone who can speak another language is also categorized into the speaker of that language.  For most English learners, mastering speaking is considered difficult since it needs strong and big efforts. Speaking English in real time, negotiating meanings, managing the conversation, and speaking spontaneously is a challenging issue in English learning. We do not plan the exact words or sentences in speaking, it is different from reading or writing, in fact speaking happens in real time, so that we cannot edit and revise what we have said. Oral communication involves two or more people in negotiating meanings, and it is always related to the context in which it occurs (O’ Malley & Pearce, 1996, p. 59 and Nunan, p. 227). As a speaker, he or she has to speak clearly, fluently and comprehensibly in order to make the listeners understand what we mean and also it is an important part of 



2    everyday interaction and most often the first impression of a person. Therefore, being able to speak is one of important goals to achieve in learning English.  In order to become a good speaker, students need particular learning strategies. Learning strategies are key of students’ successful or failure in learning process. Anderson (2003) statedthat between learning strategies and students’ ability have a strong relationship. The more students use greater variety and number of learning strategies the more proficient he or she would be. In addition, Chamot (2004) also emphasized that learning strategy plays an important role in helping less successful students to enhance their speaking performance. In other way, it can be said that learning strategies can be used to overcome students’ problem and also intended to help students in learning, especially to achieve speaking achievement. Furthermore, speaking has been a major subject at English department. It is taught in from the first semester to fourth semester. In teaching learning process usually, a lecturer teaches how to be a good speaker and also explains the linguistics competence such as grammar, vocabulary, fluency, pronunciation, comprehension, and sociolinguistics competence that include when, where, and why someone speaks. Indeed, lecturer also gives opportunity to the students to speak in front of class based on topic decided.  However, students have their own particular ability and strategy in learning language, especially in speaking. But not all of students have good achievement in speaking. Some of them are good in speaking since they have good grammar, enough vocabulary, good pronunciation and confident. On the other hand, some of 



3    them are afraid of speaking because they have limited vocabulary, poor pronunciation, weak on grammar, worry of making mistakes, and nervous. As a result, students will have low participation in speaking class. It means that they will lose their opportunity to practice their speaking skill which leads them to poor speaking ability.   Concerning to students’ problem in speaking class. It can be inferred that each student has certain tendency and capability in using certain learning strategies in speaking. Therefore, the use of various learning strategies is influenced by students’ character, experience, and environment. Since students have their own characteristics, they would exploit different learning strategies that are useful and comfortable to them and also give impact on their own achievement.  
B. Research Question  

 There are two questions of this study. They were as follows: 1. What are learning strategies applied by students in speaking practice? 
2. What are the influences of language learning strategies towards students’ achievement in speaking? 

C. Research Objectives   The objectives of the research can be stated as follows: 1. To provide applicable learning strategies for students in speaking class 2. To investigate the influence of learning strategies towards students’ achievement in speaking 



4    D. Research Significance   The significances of this study are as follows: This research would contribute to teaching and learning process and also verify the previous theory. This research is also expected to provide some beneficial information on understanding of language learning process.  The findings of this research can be applied as an input for English teachers to improve the students’ speaking ability by understanding their type in learning language, and for the students they can minimize their weakness in speaking ability in order to get satisfaction in speaking class.  
E. Terminology  Along with the description above, the writer provides some definitions of terms that would come across often during the research. The terms below would guide the readers in reading and understanding this research.  

1. Influence  Hornby (1995) states that influence is the power to affect someone’s actions, character or beliefs, especially by providing an example for them to follow, winning their admiration or making them afraid to disagree. Thus, influence in this study means the dominance of media such as langueage learning strategies that can motivate students’ motivation in practicing speaking at their school or wherever they are.  



5    2. Language Learning Strategies Language learning strategies are the method students receive to improve their own particular learning. Oxford (2001) revealed that strategies are fundamental for developing communicative competence. They provide students with active and self-directed guidance. Furthermore, Oxford & Rebecca (1990) stated that strategies are particularly imperative for language learning because they are tools for active, self-directed involvement, which is essential for developing communicative competence. Chamot & O’Malley (1987, p. 71) also argued that language learning strategies mainly help learners in comprehending, storing, and remembering new information. The effective application of core learning strategies are self-monitoring and elaboration, it will lead to more effective language learning. 
3. Learning Achievement Travers (1970, p. 447) stated that achievement is the result of what an individual has learned from some educational experiences. Achieve is to success in reaching a particular goal, status or standard, achievement is a thing that somebody has done successfully, especially using their own effort. Suwanarak (2012) believes that English learning achievement is considered as a key foundation to judge students’ total capability and capacity and it is controlled by a variety of ways (p. 4).  Speaking achievement is the result that has been achieved by students in speaking class which showed by test scores or the amount of result assessment. Speaking achievement of students concentrates on the score or number that 



6    reached students in speaking subject at college. The score is mainly a part of cognitive, because this aspect is frequently evaluated by lecturers to know the ability of students in speaking achievement. 
4. Speaking Speaking is one of English language skills, which assume an imperative part of human beings. A person conveys and gets messages through speaking. In speaking, someone should have good pronunciation and master the vocabulary in order to make the listeners understand what the speaker means. Cameron (2001, p. 18) argued that “Speaking is the active use of language to express meanings. Hence, other people can make sense of them”. In addition, speaking activities also dominate our language behavior. That is why, if speaking ability is so crucial in human communication, then the primary aim of any language teaching has to enable students to speak the language.         



  7  CHAPTER II 
LITERATURE REVIEW This chapter reviews ideas, generalization or conclusion, methodologies and others that related to the influence of language learning strategies toward students’ achievement in speaking. 

A. Language Learning Strategies 

1. Definition of Language Learning Strategies  People do not understand anything when they were born because they cannot socialize and interact each other yet, but they have to learn everything so that they are able to understand. For example, everyone can understand English, but some non-native speakers can use the language very well. This is not only the case in English, but also other subjects. Therefore, during the learning process, some people can learn every subject or several subjects very quickly and well. Besides, some people have problems learning. Therefore, many researches try to find how learners go about learning something, what makes learners successful at learning something, and why some people are more effective at learning than others. Generally, conceived as effective tools to improve language learning, language learning strategies have demonstrate to have different effect when being applied by the learner. Learning strategies are described in some ways. Oxford (1994, p. 1) argue that foreign (L2) strategies are specifics action, behavior, steps or technique students use – often consciously – their progress in apprehending, internalizing, 



8    and using the L2. Meanwhile, Wenden and Rubin (1987, p. 19) remarked learning strategies as any set of operation, steps, plans, and routines, that used by the learner to facilitate the obtaining, storage, retrieval, and use of information. Brown (2007, p. 119) stated that strategy is a specific process in approaching a problem or manipulating information to achieve the goals. Furthermore, learning strategy is all about perspective, thought, pattern and direction that taken for gaining effective learning (Darmansyah 2010). Language learning strategies has contribution to independent language learning which leads to improve learners’ language learning. Hurd (2005) stated that foreign learner are developing learner autonomy, which involves deciding on using learning strategies and tactics that are relevant to their tasks and goals to enhance their language learning. She added that independent learning involves developing the attitudes, belief, knowledge and strategies for learner to take action dealing with their own learning. It is important to recognize the effectiveness of language learning strategies on the language learners’ achievement.  In the last three decades, language learning strategies and some related issues based on the choice and use of learning strategies have been under investigation. These issues are level of language proficiency of learners, their motivation, gender, cultural backgrounds, learning style, nationality and the context where they learn language (Oxford, 1989). She added that language learning strategy plays a key role in learning a second language. It is axiomatic that language learning strategy is one of the most widely accepted means to 



9    enhance learners’ efficiency since it can help students when mastering the forms and functions in second language acquisition and thus affects achievement. 
2. The Importance of Language Learning Strategies in Language 

Learning and Teaching 
 According to Oxford (1990), the importance of LLS is because of the fact that language learning strategies facilitate learners to develop communicative competence while the instruction of LLS by teachers can help learners apply more effective learning strategies. Moreover, Lessard-Clouston (1997) added, teaching LLS to learners plays an important role in teaching and learning a language. The emphasis part on LLS instruction is to the extent that those instructors who teach learners and train them to have better strategy that are considered to be more efficient and more highly regarded teachers. Teachers as the instructors of LLS should be aware of their indispensible role in the learning process. And as language teacher aims to be trainer of his or her students in using language learning strategies should learn about the students, their interests, motivations, and learning styles. The teacher can learn what language learning strategies students already appear to be using, observing their behavior in class.  In conclusion, we can say that as Huang (2006) assumed, non-native speakers believe that speaking as the target language is one of the most demanding and crucial tasks in their everyday life. Furthermore, Ferris and Tagg (1996) state that even highly proficient language learners are not satisfied with their speaking skills and are looking for chances to improve their speaking ability.   



10    3. The Classification of Language Learning Strategies  The classification used in most of the studies is the classification of Oxford (1990). In this classification, from which we have also benefit for study, strategies are first divided into two as direct and indirect strategies. Indirect strategies include metacognitive, affective and social strategies while direct strategies involve cognitive, memory and compensation strategies. Oxford and Crookall (1989, p.404) describes the strategies as in the following.  3.1 Direct Strategies Direct strategy is a way that the learners used in the acquisition, storage, experiment, and utilization of the information obtained. Direct strategy was divided into three types: (a) cognitive strategies, (b) memory strategies, and (c) compensation strategies. a. Cognitive Strategies Cognitive strategy is a strategy to understand and produce language or doing language production. The theory of Piaget (1896) is about human understanding towards an object that happened to gradually include manipulation phase and active interaction phase. After humans are able to manipulate objects, human active interaction ability serves to stabilize and produce new knowledge.   



11    b. Memory Strategies Memory strategy is a strategy used to remember and accept new information. There are two terms to understand how individuals learn and how they apply to a particular learning strategies are: (1) the importance of the new information or knowledge, and (2) how the brain processes new information or knowledge of it. c. Compensation Strategies The compensation strategy is a very useful learning strategy for learners who are learning a little bit about the second language. Sometimes, with limited vocabulary and knowledge of a second language, the learner will panic, unable to talk or even often see the dictionary to make sure the right words. With the compensation strategy, learning a second language the learners can use strategy to guess words or grammar and can also use the help, body language, avoiding the subject not covered, and can also use the similar words.  3.2 Indirect Strategies  Indirect strategy also plays an important role in learning a second language. This is due to the presence of factors that relate to learners while learning a second language. Those factors related to cognition, affective or learners’ feeling, and learners’ the social factor. These factors became the second language learning strategies. 
 



12    a. Metacognitive Strategies Metacognitive strategy is the strategy related to the learners own thinking and their ability to monitor the cognitive processes. Metacognitive strategy includes both, i.e., the cognitive knowledge and the ability to monitor, control, and evaluate the cognitive functions of it. This strategy emphasizes the importance of learners to focus on language learning, arranging, and planning and evaluating how to learn the language. With this metacognitive strategy learner will realize that the language learning strategies is appropriate or not. In this case the learner can evaluate themselves or may consult with the teacher or mentor in evaluating the results of their studies. b. Affective Strategies Affective strategies is strategy of learning second language indirectly. This learning strategies include emotions, attitudes, motivation, and values in the process of learning a second language. c. Social Strategies Social strategy is a strategy language learning indirectly, which is students have entered into the social world. Unconsciously, the students have been doing language-learning activities to others through social activity. 
4. Factors that Influence the Choice of Language Learning Strategies 

 According to Oxford (1994, p. 1), these are some factors to make students different in choosing their own learning strategies. He synthesized existing 



13    research on how the following factors influence the choice of strategies used among students learning a second language. a. Motivation More motivated tended to use more strategies than less motivate student, and the particular reason for studying the language (motivational orientation, especially related to career field) was important in the choice of strategies. b. Gender Females reported greater overall strategy use than males in many studies (although sometimes males surpassed females in the use of particular strategy). c. Cultural Background Rote memorization and other forms of memorization were more prevalent among some Asian student than students from other cultural background.  d. Attitudes and Belief These are reported to a profound effect on the strategies learners choose, with negative attitudes and beliefs often causing poor strategy use or lack of orchestration of strategies. e.  Types of Task The natures of the task help determine the strategies naturally employed to carry out the task.  



14    f.  Age and L2 stage Students of different ages and stages of L2 learning use different strategies, with certain strategies often being employed by older or more advanced students. g. Learning Style General approach to language learning, often determine the choice L2 learning strategies. For example, analytic–styles students preferred strategies such as contrastive analysis, rule–learning, and dissecting words and phrase. h. Tolerance of Ambiguity Students who are more tolerant of ambiguity use significantly different learning strategies in some instances than did the students who were less tolerant of ambiguity. 
B. Students’ Achievement  In the standards for test construction (APA, 1999) achievement is viewed basically as the competence a person has in an area of content. Besides, achievement is the competence of a person in relation to a domain of knowledge. What the lecturer can externally observe is performance. The current view states that to reach a specific level of performance it may be necessary to bring into play complex cognitive tools like strategies, heuristics or skills (Algarabel and Dasi, 2001). Student achievement is impacted on numerous levels including students’ personal factors, their interactions with others such as parents, teachers, and administrators, and lastly the larger systems that surround the student, for example 



15    school districts, neighborhoods, local economy, political policy, and multicultural relations (Bertolini, Stremmel, and Thorngren, 2012). Students at the university are expected to be ready to meet the objectives of national and international education because they have to be able to compete with the others, therefore they should prepare themselves such as learning a lot or develop their skills. There are four dimensions to prepare students on campus, namely, to inspire and enable individuals to develop their capabilities to the highest level, increasing knowledge and understanding, serving the needs of the economy, and establish their ability to lead a democratic and civilized society. At the campus level, the desired target is to modify the behavior of the intellectual, social and emotional among students, faculty and the campus community. Therefore, higher education is the highest part of educational system, in term of students’ development, education qualifications, status and influence. Educationally, achievement may be defined (Niemi, 1999) as the mastering of major concepts and principles, important facts and propositions, skills, strategic knowledge and integration of knowledge. More systematically, achievement is fractionated into knowledge components (Ruiz-Primo, 1998), like declarative, procedural and strategic. Achievement must be a construct that should refer to the different stages of knowledge acquisition. The knowledge that characterizes the expert, is a highly structured set of mental models built after long sessions of practice (Algarabel & Dasi, 2001). In addition, speaking achievement refers to an oral activity to express thought, opinion or feeling in a monologue in order to communicate with other. In 



16    this term, the students’ speaking achievement deals with the students’ achievement in performing speaking in front of the class with good pronunciation, fluency, grammar, and vocabulary. 
C. Speaking 

1. Definition of Speaking  Language helps the effectiveness of communication. Ones communicate with others to express the idea and to know others’ ideas as well. There are many kinds of communications such as gestures or body language, written and spoken language. All of these communications are related each other. People tend to use gestures while they speak, as it is needed in order to strengthen their ideas and expressions. Speaking is one of the four-macro language skills in studying a foreign language. According to Sanggam (2008), speaking is a person’s skills to produce sounds that are meaningful and can be understood by other people, so that able to create of good communication. The interaction of speaker is intended to build a meaning through producing, receiving and processing information.  Besides, speaking is also an active productive skill and make use of oral production communication through speaking is commonly performed face to face. In other word, to most people mastering the art of speaking is the single most important aspect of learning a second or foreign language and success in measuring terms of the ability to carry out a conversation in the language. 



17    According to Bashir, et.al (2011) suggested that speaking involves in three areas of knowledge: a. Mechanics (pronunciation, grammar, and vocabulary): it is the ability to use the right order with the correct pronunciation. b. Functions (transaction and interaction): it is about the knowledge when clarity of message is essential (transaction/information exchange) and when precise understanding is not required (interaction/relationship building) c.    Social and cultural rules and norms (turn-taking, rate of speech, length of pause between speakers, relative roles of participants): it refers to the understanding of how to take into account who is speaking to whom, in what circumstances, about what, and for what reasons. 
2. Components of Speaking  According to Syakur (1987, p. 5), speaking is a complex skill because at least it is concerned with components of grammar, vocabulary, pronunciation, and fluency. In other side, some components such as confidence also plunge into skill of speaking, whereas in personality of speaker it is the most important component in order to support their performance. The components that related in students’ performance are pronunciation, vocabulary, grammar, fluency and comprehension. 

 

 

 



18    a. Vocabulary  Vocabulary is a list of words with their meanings that accompanies a textbook in a foreign language. Vocabulary, as one of the knowledge areas in language, plays a great role for learners in acquiring a language (Cameron, 2001). Neuman & Dwyer, (2009, p. 385) stated vocabulary can be defined as ''words we must know to communicate effectively; words in speaking (expressive vocabulary) and words in listening (receptive vocabulary)''. Vocabulary knowledge is often viewed as a critical tool for second language learners because a limited vocabulary in a second language impedes successful communication. Without having a sufficient vocabulary, the students cannot communicate effectively or express their ideas. The students would learn and improve their vocabulary knowledge while they are learning in the classroom or communicate with other people.  b. Pronunciation  According to (Gerard, 2000), there are two features of pronunciation; phonemes and supra segmental features. A speaker who constantly mispronounces a range of phonemes can be extremely difficult for a speaker from another language community to understand. Pennington & Richards (1986) stated pronunciations from communication and from other aspects of language use, for sounds are a fundamental part of the process by which we communicate and comprehend lexical, grammatical, and sociolinguistic meaning. c. Grammar  A conversation will be good when the speaker using grammar in that situation. Grammar is needed in spoken language in order to arrange the correct 



19    sentence. The meantime, Harmer (2001) points out that grammar of a language is the description of the way in which words can change their forms and can be combined into sentences in that language. From the statement above, it can be summed up that by having good grammar, the speaker can convey or produce the words or sharing information correctly. d. Fluency Fluency is defined as the ability to speak communicatively, fluently and accurately. Fluency usually refers to express oral language freely without interruption. In teaching and learning process, if the teacher wants to check students’ fluency, the teacher allows students to express themselves freely without interruption. The aim is to help students speak fluently and with ease. In addition, when the students have a good fluency when they are speaking in using the target language it indicates that they have understood the speaking concept as well as the purpose. e. Comprehension 
 Comprehension is the ability to understand completely and be familiar with a situation or facts. Meanwhile, Hornby (1995) claimed that comprehension is the power of understand and an exercise aimed to improve or test one’s understanding of a language (written or spoken). Moreover, comprehension can also means the ability to perceive and understand, ability to grasp the ideas and ability to know. In short, comprehension is important to avoid misunderstanding between a speaker and a listener. 



20    3. Speaking Competence  Speaking competence means conversation ability or conversation skill. It performs mutual interdependent, interactive nature of conversation. It is an awareness activity as well as feedback activity so that a series of tasks is developed to sharpen the students’ awareness on the activity and assess their own progress performance. When those awareness and feedback activities done gradually, automatic conversation becomes accustomed; speaking ability, in this case, conversation skill, needs gradual practice-controlled, awareness, and finally fluency conversation (Akhyak and Indramawan, 2013, p. 19). Students who study English as a foreign language (EFL) usually have limited opportunities to speak English outside the classroom (Zhang, 2009) and also limited exposure to English speakers or members of the international community. This might be one reason for teachers to provide more situations and activities for students to strengthen their speaking competence.  Indicators of Speaking Competence Brown (2004, Pp. 141-142) indicated that one can be called have speaking competence if he or she is able to:  a. Imitate a word or phrase or possibly a sentence (imitative). b. Produce short stretches of oral language design to demonstrate competence in a narrow band of grammatical, phrasal, lexical, or phonological relationship. Such as prosodic elements-intonation, stress, rhythm, juncture, intensive ability (intensive). 



21    c. Respond a very short conversation, standard greetings and small talk, simple requests and comments, and the like (responsive).  d. Take the two forms of either transactional language which has the purpose of exchanging specific information, or interpersonal exchanges which have the purpose of maintaining social relationships (interactive).  e. Maintain social relationships with the transmission of facts and information (interpersonal). f.     Develop (monologue) oral production including speeches, oral presentations, and story-telling, during which the opportunity for oral interaction from listener is either highly limited or ruled out together (extensive). Meanwhile, Ur indicated (1999, p. 120) that the characteristics of a successful speaking activity are as follows: a. Learners talk a lot. As much as possible of the period of time alocated to the activity is in fact occupied by learners’ talk. This may seem obvious, but oven most time is taken up with teacher talk or pauses. b. Participation is even. Classroom discussion is not determined by a minority of talkactive participants; all get chance to speak, and contributions are fairly evenly distributed. c. Motivation is high, learners are eager to speak because they are interested in the topic and have something new to say about it or because they want to contribute in achieving a task objective. 



22    d. Language is of an acceptable level. Learners express themselves in utterances that are relevant, easily comprehensible to each other, and of an acceptable level of language accuracy.  
4. Problems with Speaking  Speaking is not an easy thing. It is because there are a lot of problems that appear when we speak. Ur (1991, p.121) in her book stated that there are four problems with speaking activities, such as:  a. Inhibition  Unlike reading, writing and listening activities, speaking requires some degree of real-time exposure to an audience. Learners are often inhibited about trying to say things in a foreign language in the classroom: worried about making mistakes, fearful or criticism or losing face, or simply shy of the attention that their speech attracts.  b. Nothing to say  Learners complain that they cannot think of anything to say: they have no motive to express themselves beyond the guilty feeling that they should be speaking.  c. Low or uneven participation  Only one participant can talk at that time if he or she is to be heard; and in a large group it means that each one will have only very talking time. This problem is compounded by the tendency of some learners to dominate, while others speak very little or not at all.  



23    d. Mother-tongue use  In classes where all, or a number of, the learners share the same mother tongue, they may tend to use it: because it is easier, because it feels unnatural to speak to one another in a foreign language, and because they feel less ‘exposed’ if they are speaking their mother tongue. If they are talking in small groups it can be quite difficult to get some classes – particularly the less disciplined or motivated ones.  There are a lot of problems in English speaking especially for students. Those problems are always inside speaking itself and often happens when we communicate each other. So, to solve those problems a good learning technique is expected.            



  24  CHAPTER III 
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY The purpose of this research is to investigate the influence of language learning strategies towards students’ achievement in speaking in the Department of English Language Education at UIN Ar-Raniry. The writer collected the data by applying qualitative methodology. To support this research, the writer applied qualitative technique to analyze the data. This chapter also discussed about research location, research design, participants, and technique of data collection. 

A. The Research Location  This study was carried out at the English Department which his known as 
Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris (PBI). The department was chosen because it represents the writer’s research problems. It is one of the leading and reputable departments at the university. The department specializes in teaching English as a foreign language and prepares its graduates to be good English teachers at school or a professional in a university. The English Department which is currently headed by Dr. T. Zulfikar, S.Ag., M.Ed., now has 32 permanentand 35 non-permanent lecturers. In this study, the writer selected the English Department as the research location to study the influence of language learning strategies towards students’ achievement in speaking because university students are urged to be critical in order to prepare for their career in the future. Also, students need to work more on 



25    learning in the university. Hence, the English Language Education Department is an appropriate place for this study. 
B. Research Design  This is a qualitative research. The techniques of data collection used is interview. The qualitative research is an approach for exploring and understanding the meaning individuals or groups ascribe to a social or human problem (Creswell, 2003). Briefly, qualitative research refers to the meanings, concepts, definitions, characteristics, symbols, and descriptions of things. In this research, the role of the researcher is as interviewer to find out how extend language learning strategies in influencing students’ speaking achievement.  
C. Participants  The population is the group of individuals having one characteristic that distinguishes them from other groups (Creswell, 2012). Population includes all the people with definite specified characteristics. The population of this study was Department of English Language Education students of the academic year 2017/2018 of UIN Ar-Raniry. The writer chose the participants purposively. They were 6 students who registered intermediate speaking class in this semester and they were available to be interviewed. They were coosen based on the same academic level. In the qualitative research, there are no overall formal criteria for determining sample size and, therefore, no rules to suggest when a sample size is 



26    small or large enough for the study. Creswell (2007) recommended that “3-5 participants be used for case study research, along with other types of data. 
D. Data Collection  In this study, the writer used interview as the primary technique of data collection. Esterberg (2002) says that interview is a meeting of two persons to exchange information and idea through question and responses, resulting in communication and joint construction of meaning about a particular topic. In this case, the writer used in-depth interview in order to obtain clear and valid information because it can explore and clarify more about the participants’ response in regard to research questions. Before conducting the interview, the writer prepared some questions to be proposed to the participants. The point of interview reflected on the research problem. The writer as the interviewer would ask some information about his or her perceived influence of language learning strategies towards their learning achievement in speaking. The interviews conducted in Bahasa. The writer followed some producers in doing interview. First, the writer prepared the instrument, the interview guide which contained some questions related to the research topic. Second, the writer asked and talked to the subjects in a friendly way. The writer recorded the interview using mobile phone and took some notes during the interview. It aimed at avoiding any miss understanding of data collection during analysis. The last, the writer wrote interview transcript based on the recording, and then the responses of participants would be translated and transcribed. 



27    E. Data Analysis  The gathered data of the interview were analyzed and concluded descriptively. Furthermore, the data was divided and addressed in several sections based on particular theme. Moreover, the writer transcribed each data of interview. Thus, to analyze the data, the writer needs to read the transcript of the interview several times for having deeper understanding about the information from participants’ statements. In addition, during the interviews, digital recording was used to make sure the data fully transcribed.  Miles and Huberman (1994) suggest that qualitative data analysis consists of three procedures: 1. Data Reduction. Data reduction is the process whereby the mass of qualitative data we may obtain in interview is reduced and organized, for example coding, writing summaries, discarding irrelevant data and soon. 2. Data Display Data display is the process of showing the data simply in the form of words, sentences, narratives, table, and graphic in order the data collected is mastered by the writer as the basic to take appropriate conclusion. 3. Drawing and Verifying Conclusion In this process, analysis should allow the writer to begin to develop conclusions regarding the study. These initial conclusion scan then be verified, which is their validity examined through reference to the existing field notes or 



28    further data collection. Later, the findings of the interview would be presented in descriptive explanation. All the data from the interview were recorded, and most of their parts are transcribed and coded.    



  29  CHAPTER IV 
FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION This chapter presents and discusses the findings. The technique of data collection used in this study was in-depth interview to find out the influence of language learning strategies towards students’ achievement in speaking. 

A. Analysis of Interview  This research discussed about the influence of language learning strategies towards students’ achievement in speaking. The technique of data collection used in this study was in-depth interview to find out the influence of language learning strategies towards students’ achievement in speaking. The writer selected 6 students as the participants in this research. They are selected purposively. They are mentioned anonymously IA, HF, CR, SA, NA, and MI. The interview was analyzed descriptively by the writer to explore the students’ perceived influence of language learning strategies towards their achievement in speaking. In this chapter the writer would elaborate the strategies used by students and the influence towards their achievement in speaking. Furthermore most of participants agreed that language learning strategies influence their achievement in speaking. Besides, they have some strategies in speaking, such as practice with their friends or native speaker, doing monologue by themselves, reading novel, singing, watching movie or video, memorizing vocabulary. By using these strategies, students believed that their achievement in speaking improved. 



30    Regarding to the research questions, the writer found several points about factors that influence students’ interested in speaking, the importance of language learning strategies, the strategies applied by students in speaking, students’ obstacles in speaking and also students’ perceived influence towards their achievement in speaking.  
5. Factors that Influence Students’ Interest in Speaking Based on the results of interview, they are interested in learning speaking with various factors. Whether it is a factor that comes from within itself or from external or environmental factors. One of the factors is that they have people who they can discuss with, whether it is a classmate or lecturer. Some of participant said that they were interesting to learn speaking because they have a lot of friends to talk and the lecturers were very nice. So they feel interesting to use English. In this case, IA assumed “I am interested to learn speaking because in the class I have a lot of friends to talk. So it is easy for me to interact using English (English practice)”. In addition, HF argued “Yes, I am very interested because one of the factors is that the lecturer is very nice, caring and fair. and I love English since I were in junior high school”. Another factor is speaking can facilitate discussion and motivate them in increasing their English skill and also vocabulary. As CR suggested ”because I like talking, speaking can facilitate discussion. Speaking also can improve English language skills”. Besides, SA said “Speaking is an indicator of English language proficiency. By speaking, it is like being able to explore the extent of what we 



31    already know about English and speaking, which is our place to develop vocabulary”. The conducive environment for learning or practicing language, especially in practicing speaking skills, namely in Ma'had is also one of factors, in this case, SA assumed ”One of the factors is when I studied at Ma'had. In Ma'had we are required to speak foreign languages. Because I believe, foreign languages are necessary, especially English, which is the international language. Based on the answers given by the participants, it can be concluded that the students are interested in learning speaking with various factors, for example, because of the classmates who also speak English, and also the lecturer who is caring and fair, they also can provide discussion to develop vocabulary and practice English skills and because the rules in the learning place that required them to speak English. It can make it easier to them to explore the world. Environmental factors are one of the key factors that can greatly influence the habit of speaking for each student. 
6. The Importance of Strategy The participants agreed that there was a need for strategies to increase their speaking skills. Each of them also has their own strategies. This is in accordance with the style and comfort of their learning. A strategy is needed for various reasons. As IA stated “I think it is important, because it can build a good connection between all subjects, such as reading, grammar, writing. Speaking actually covers everything”. CR also assumed “Every learning needs a strategy especially with speaking. If we do not use a strategy, it will be difficult to practice it”. Moreover, SA added “Learning strategies are very necessary, as well as 



32    methods. Because with the learning strategy we can be more directed in learning, if there is no strategy then we cannot achieve something and are not focused”.   Based on the results of the interview, it can be concluded that the strategy is important because it can connect between all subjects, such as reading, grammar, and writing, facilitate the practice of speaking to achieve goals in its entirety, and makes learning become more directed and focused. 
7. Students’ Learning Strategies in Speaking  3.1 Memorizing vocabulary Vocabulary is one of the main things and very important in practicing speaking. Increasing vocabulary can be done in various ways. Every student has their own style in helping them to increase vocabulary. And the basic skill that must be possessed by them is the ability to memorize well. In this case, IA stated “I really like to memorize, sometimes make small notes and I can take them every day, for example, in the status of WhatsApp, Facebook and other social media, so that every time I open the media I can see the vocabulary and memorize it”. Similarly, CR added “I usually look for difficult words in the dictionary and then I write it on the small paper and I stick it out beside my bed, so every time I wake up and every time I want to sleep, I see that, and that affects to my vocabulary”.  When it comes to vocabulary, someone’s need is a fairly good command over the English language to help he or she hold a conversation with people whom he or she interact with. Reading novels and watching movies can be another activity to increase vocabulary. HF suggested “I memorize vocabulary through 



33    reading novels at Wattpad, there are many new and difficult to understand vocabulary. Besides that, I watched cartoons, because cartoons still use good language and are easy to understand”.   Based on the interview results it can be seen that they have their own way of memorizing vocabulary, for example, making small notes on the social media to remember new vocabulary, making small note to memorize difficult words and stick it on the place that is often seen. Another way is reading novels and watching cartoons to get new vocabulary. 3.2 Practicing pronunciation Pronunciation refers to the way in which we make the sound of words. Pronunciation is important aspect in speaking. They also have a variety of efforts in improving pronunciation. IA suggested “I prefer to talk to people who are more proficient and the pronunciation is better than mine, so I can learn how to pronounce English words correctly”. Further, they said that when they got wrong in practicing pronunciation they will open their dictionary to check it. As CR said “my is hobby singing, so I often sing English songs, even though sometimes it was wrong, if my friend said it was wrong, I immediately opened my dictionary and checked the correct pronunciation”. SA clarified “The first thing we do to smooth the pronunciation is to know the rules of the word accent, know the rules of the letters. This way is easy, I hear the pronunciation using my dictionary and native speakers”. Meanwhile, some of them are learning online on Youtube by listening native speakers or listening pronunciation from music and movies. As MI stated “I often hear it from music, from movies. That way I can see the 



34    pronunciation style and also from the lecturer when speaking. I also learn pronunciation from Youtube”. In addition, HF added “In fact, I am more interested in the British accent than America, although it is more difficult to understand, but I try to learn English by repeating every word that is said by native speakers”.  Based on the results of the interview, it can be concluded that the participants chose to speak to someone that was more proficient in pronunciation in order to increase the pronunciation of words. Some of them also learn pronunciation from singing English songs, learning pronunciation from dictionaries, watching videos and English films to hear the pronunciation and then repeat it. Some of them also learn through learning videos on Youtube and from native speakers.  3.3 Rehearsing fluency  Fluency is another important category in skill speaking. Fluency is the ability to read a text accurately, quickly, and with expression.  To sharpen the fluency the students did some strategies. Some of them imitate from native speaker to practice fluency. In addition, they also practice with their lecturer. In this case, IA said “to sharpen fluency, usually I imitate the native speaker style when I say the word”. In the same way, CR clarified “as I said before I rather to speak with native speaker, but actually to speaking itself does need someone to talk with, but we can also do monologue in front of mirror to increase fluency” . HF also suggested “I only practice a lot, by chance at home, I have an older sister 



35    who also speaks English”. Repetition is a literary device that repeats the same words or phrases a few times to make an idea is clearer and more memorable. CR suggested “I practice every day, for example, if I find difficult words then I repeat it over and over until it is correct. And I will use it for sentences too”. Based on the results of the interview, it can be seen that the students rehearsing the fluency of speaking by imitating the native speaker style, by often communicating using good English with relatives, friends and lecturers. Repeat difficult words and often use them in other sentences, and doing monologue in front of mirror. 
8. Students’ Obstacles in Speaking  Participants claimed that there were some obstacles in improving their speaking skills. The obstacles they face are also various. HF suggested “the difficulty is because I have a lack vocabulary when I want to convey an important thing to friends or lecturers but I am not confident enough because of my limited vocabulary. So sometimes I mix it with Bahasa”. In the same way, IA also suggested “maybe for the first stage, I have difficulty understanding vocabulary. The second stage, the speed part in conveying something. In fact, some students claimed that grammar was difficult to master. In addition, NA continued “I have difficulty with grammar and matching words, these are still difficult for me”. Similarly, SA also added “the difficulty is in grammar, I am still poor in grammar, so if I want to say something, I am afraid if my grammar is wrong, so it cause my speaking become stuck”.  



36    Based on the results of the interview it can be concluded that some of the obstacles faced by these students in speaking practice are lack of vocabulary, poor in grammar and word matching. 
9. The Influences of Strategies on Students' Achievement in Speaking Strategy is very important to sharpen English language skills, in this case speaking. Many benefits are gained by students when using the strategies. 5.1 Responsive in conversation Conversation is the spoken exchange of ideas, observations, opinions, or feelings between people. Based on the results of the interview, participant’s perceived that he become more responsive in doing conversation. As IA said ”I think it affects me, because previously when I want to speak I should think it first, but now after I use the strategies it really give me positive impact because by speaking without thinking too long makes me more responsive in speaking”. In this case, the students get think faster and expedite their speech. Therefore, it support students to have good conversation.  5.2 Build a good communication Communication is a process of sending and receiving information among people. It helps to spread knowledge and information among people. As CR answered “I try to do conversation with my friend, by doing that, not only me can practice my speaking but also my friend. We are learning together so we can get more knowledge and it is really influential”. Communicating helps people to express their ideas and feelings, and at the same time, it helps people to 



37    understand emotion and thoughts of the others. As a result, it will develop good interaction toward other people, and positive or negative relationships will be created.  5.3 Have a good Self-Confidence Confidence is one of the very important attitudes to learn. Based on interview, confidence is a must have aspect in performing something in front of people, especially in speaking. In this case SA explained “Alhamdulillah, it is influential, especially in terms of speaking and confidence. The most influential thing is I am confident to perform in front of the class and by confident in speaking knowledge that I have can be delievered to the friends, lecturer, and society”. Self-confidence can be formed if students have good ability in speaking, availability of variability that was provided and ability to deliver good information. If they get self confidence, so they are confident to appear in public places, such as class, community, etc.  5.4 Improved pronunciation Pronunciation is an essential part of good communication. Based on the interview 3 participants agreed that language learning strategies increase their pronunciation. IA suggested “I prefer to speak with people who have good pronunciation than me, I see how they speak and spell pronunciation. Automatically, my pronunciation is getting better”. Furthermore, CR added “I like singing, if my pronunciation is wrong I try to listen on Kamusku application so I 



38    can correct my wrong pronunciation”. NA continued “I often hear native speakers or watch movie then I practice it, so I can increase my pronunciation”. Pronunciation is definitely the biggest thing that people notice when someone is speaking English. Based on statements above, participants claimed that they pronunciation was improved by doing some activities such as talking with someone who is more proficient than him, listening pronunciation from application to correct mispronunciation, and practice by listening native speakers or watching movie.  5.5 Increased vocabulary Vocabulary is an important aspect of language and communication skills, in order to become a good English speaker, students should master many vocabularies. Based on the interview, three participacts agreed that language learning strategies increase their vocabulary. NA assumed “by often doing memorize vocabulary, previously my vocabulary was initially still basic, over time it become even more. Meanwhile, HF argued “by reading novel in Wattpad it can increase my vocabulary, because in that application there are many difficult words, so it makes me want to know the meaning of those words. In the same way, CR added “ if I do not know the meaning of a word, I write it on the small paper then I stick it out beside my bed, so everytime I wake up I see it and memorize that word and it really affected to my vocabulary”. Vocabulary is one of important aspects in speaking, because if someone does not have enough vocabulary he or she cannot convey or deliver idea in speaking. Based on the results, participant claimed that their vocabulary was increased by doing 



39    memorize vocabulary, reading novel to remember difficult or new words and making small notes to memorize vocabulary.   5.6 More fluent in speaking Fluency in a language means speaking easily, reasonably quickly and without having to stop and pause a lot. Based on the interview, two participants agreed that language learning strategies they use give impact to their fluency in speaking. IA stated “when I see English video, I try to imitate how is the pronunciation, so I can more fluent in expressing sentences. Besides, CR assumed “everyday I practice my fluency from the wrong pronunciation until it become correct so it can be used in sentence. As a result, gradually I am more fluent in speaking without any doubt. Fluency is the ability to link people thoughts together using connective words and phrases the way native speakers do. The results of interview showed that students become more fluent in speaking since they were praticing fluency by doing imitation and repeat difficult words that are make them speak fluently.  Based on the results of the interview, it can be seen that the strategy greatly influences students in increasing speaking skills, for example, they become responsive in conversation, build good communication, have a good self-confident, improved pronunciation, increased vocabulary, and more fluent in speaking. Therefore, language learning strategies give positive impacts for students’ speaking ability and of course it really helps students in increasing their achievement in speaking. 



40     
B. Discussion  The purpose of this research is to provide applicable learning strategies for students in speaking class and to investigate the influence of learning strategies towards students’ achievement in speaking. This research explores students’ opinions at the Department of English Language Education at Ar-Raniry State Islamic University Banda Aceh. The research findings based on the data obtained from the in-depth interview and it attempted to answer the questions of the study. Based on the analysis of the results of interview that have been done, it can be seen that there are some perceived influence in terms of using strategies inlearning speaking. There are some factors that make students interest to learn speaking, such as they have a lot friends to talk, the lecturer is very nice, caring, and fair, they love English since junior high school, speaking can facilitate discussion and improve English speaking skills and develop vocabulary, and also because one of them required to speak foreign language when she is in the dormitory. However, environmental factors are one of the key factors that can greatly influence the habit of speaking English for each student. It can be seen that the strategy greatly influences students in improving speaking skills, for example, they become responsive in conversation, build good communication, have good self-confident, the pronunciation is getting better, increased vocabulary, and more fluent in speaking. Then the strategy is important so as not to cause misunderstanding, facilitate the practice of speaking and can 



41    achieve one goal in its entirety. Various strategies used include memorizing vocabulary (by reading novel, watching movies or cartoon, writing small note, looking up to dictionary application), practicing pronunciation (talking with friend, native speakers, or lecturer, imitating native speaker, singing, listening to the music, and watching youtube, and rehearsing fluency (talking with friend, native speaker, or lecturer, doing repetition, and practicing difficult word and pronunciation). Oxford (1989, cited in Ellis, 1994, p. 531) noted that language learning strategies refer to specific actions or behaviors of the learners which could enhance their language learning, thus making it faster, easier, more effective and more self-directed. According to Weinstein and Mayer (1986, p.315). In other hand, Chamot (1987) added “learning strategies are techniques, approaches or thoughtful actions that students take to the learning and recall both linguistic and content area information”. In other word, strategies are the ways or actions that the students have in preparing them for their learning.  Speaking can be considered as the productive skill of the oral communication which involves other people in conveying the information by pronunciation the words. Speaking is also used to deliver the idea which aims to gain the knowledge. Learners need to be able to know English orally to enhance their English competence because, in common sense of people’s viewing, and speaking is one of the crucial parts.  Learning strategies were affected and helped students to learn by using their own learning strategies which can make them aware to learn speaking. Showed by 



42    these findings that there were some factors influenced their learning strategies such psychological factor, a factor of the teacher, a factor of the task, a factor of environment and social factor. Furthermore, in enhancing students’ speaking performance the teacher and lecturer also have roles in term of helping students to speak English.  Learners should be able to speak an intelligible foreign language, that is to say, listeners need to understand the learner’s message without huge efforts; learners also need to be successful in a ‘specific communicative situation’ (Goodwin, 2001); they need to ‘gain confidence in their ability to speak and be understood’ (Goodwin, 2001); and finally, they need to monitor and control their own production by paying attention to their own speech. Goodwin specified those abilities that learners need to acquire through certain linguistic features that can be practiced: Intonation, rhythm, reduced speech, linking words, consonants and vowel sounds, word stress, etc. These are concrete speaking aspects in which learners should be trained in order to improve their speaking skills.       



  43  CHAPTER V 
CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS 

 This chapter consists of conclusion and suggestions of the study. In this section, the analysis of the data and the discussion of the result would be reiterated and summarized accordingly. Some suggestions are presented regarding the proposed study and recommended future works related to the study that could be conducted by other researchers.  
A. Conclusion  In accordance with the analysis of the research findings and the discussion, the writer concluded that, firstly, there are some factors that make students interested in speaking, such as the environment, they like to practice when they have people to talk with, especially in the classroom. Besides, while teaching and learning process in the class, the lecturer is very caring and good, so that it can encourage students to be more active in learning speaking. Moreover, they also want to develop their vocabulary, especially if a lecturer asks them to discuss something in the classroom and they can develop vocabulary by speaking. Furthermore, one of them wants to be a good speaker since she has been practicing to speak since she was in Ma’had. Secondly, all participants agree that strategies are really important in learning because through a certain learning strategy, students can connection all subject in English such as reading, grammar, and writing. Speaking also can facilitate dissussion and makes learning is more 



44    directed and focused. Thirdly, there are some strategies applied by students in speaking practice, such as in increasing vocabulary, they write notes, read novels, watch movies, and memorize vocabulary. Then to enrich their pronunciation skills, they sing English songs, look at new vocabularies through online dictionary application, and watch videos or movies. Furthermore, to sharpen fluency skills, they tend to talk or practice with friends, natives, or lecturers. They also make some corrections repeatedly if there mispronunciation. Fourthly, the strategies applied by students affect their speaking ability, such as they become responsive in conversation, build good communication, have a good self-confident, improved pronunciation, increased vocabulary, and more fluent in speaking. Lastly, all of students still found difficulty in speaking such as lack of vocabulary, error in grammar, mismatching word, and lack of confident.  
B. Suggestion There are some suggestions that can be proposed to the lecturers and students. It is suggested for all lecturers that teach speaking topic to discover the language learning strategies of their students and help them balance the strategies used by the students based on the students need and preference. The lecturers should adapt the teaching strategies with the students learning strategies to enhance the students’ achievement in learning, especially in speaking. For the students itself, they should know what strategies that can help them increase their speaking skills. The students should be able to choose strategies they need in learning speaking and analyze which strategies give better effect on their own learning. 
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   INTERVIEW GUIDES 1. Are you interested and motivated to practice or learning speaking? Why? 2. What factor that makes you enjoy to speak English? 3. Do you think language learning strategies is important in speaking? Why? 4. What strategies do you use in speaking? 5. Is your speaking ability improve after applying that strategy? 6. What activities that you do to sharpen your speaking ability? 7. Do you have any difficulties in speaking or using those strategies? 8. What do you do to increase your vocabulary? Is it affect your speaking ability? 9. What do you do to improve your pronunciation? Is it affect your speaking ability? 10. What do you do to understand grammar? Is it affect your speaking ability? 11. What do you do to improve your fluency? Is it affect your speaking ability? 12. What is the lecturer role to you in helping to improve your speaking ability?   
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